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FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRMAN 
 

As always I am extremely grateful to those of you who have kindly written reports and 

articles for this illustrious record.  In particular I am delighted to welcome the new OC 

84 Squadron to the fold, and I commend his 2 articles to you.  You will read how the 

Squadron is contracting all the time in manpower and tasking, which I find very worry-

ing.  The majority of us will remember “our” Squadron when it was bursting at the seams 

with aircraft and manpower, from both the fixed wing and rotary eras.  However we have 

to accept that the general reductions across the RAF are being reflected on the Squadron, 

and I can but be grateful that it continues in existence and we remain a thriving Associa-

tion. 

 

You may remember that I expressed concern in the last Scorpion News that there was a 

possibility that the annual AGM weekend would not go ahead.  I need not have worried; 

a few regulars could not make it but a stalwart gang of us descended on Southampton 

and its surrounds.  A report of the weekend follows, and I believe it reflects an excellent, 

convivial gathering where we kept the Association flag flying.  No pun intended but one 

matter that did concern me greatly though was the poor state of the Squadron Standards 

laid up in Beaulieu Abbey Church.  This problem had been highlighted to me by our 

President many months ago, and a few of us found it sad to see the Standards with a few 

holes and coming away at the seams.   

 

I appreciate that Standards when laid up in cathedrals and abbeys are expected to slowly 

deteriorate over a century or two, but ours have only been at Beaulieu for 30 years or 

less, and in my opinion should not be in the state they are.  The original Standard was a 

gift from The Sovereign, and symbolises the spirit of the Squadron, bearing as it does the 

battle honours granted to the Squadron in commemoration of the gallant deeds per-

formed by its members from the time the Squadron was raised in 1917.  Our laid up 

Standards should be treated with the same veneration and care as the one in service.  I 

have spoken over the last few years with a couple of Squadron OCs, and gained their 

agreement that the Association can assume the moral responsibility for the Standards laid 

up in the UK.  I would like the Association to take some action over repairs, and to that 

end I have made tentative enquiries with needlework and embroidery associations, but 

inevitably money will have to be found for any work.  I would very much appreciate 

your thoughts on whether we should take any action and at what cost.  If any of you want 

more detail on the Standard, please go to our website at www.84squadron.co.uk. 

 

On our website is a list of all the aircraft types the Squadron has flown, but not all of the 

aircraft have an appropriate description.  If any of you are willing to provide such a de-

scription, we would be most grateful.  I occasionally receive correspondence from the 

general public, both from the UK and overseas, usually requesting help with historical 

information, so I assume they have “found” me on our website.  If any of you think we 

could enhance the website, to better serve our readers, please let us know.  Similarly, I 

often ask if there is anything we, the committee, could do differently to enhance or add 

to your enjoyment of the Association and this magazine.  A big, fat zero response is what 

we generally get, so I have to assume all is well.   
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Mind you, do I have a reputation of being too laid back, lazy and complacent? 

Sadly there are a lot of obituaries in this edition.  Despite the circumstances they make 

very good reading.  Let’s send them off with a Hoot and Roar. 
 

MC 

EDITORIAL 

 

I hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year?  I was very busy in my 

other job as people requested visits from my Elf and Safety Manager and I.  Not 

only did we visit three local Schools but we also toured our village on a Sleigh, 

receiving letters to Father Christmas etc in exchange for a couple of sweets.  

This has led me to thinking about collecting for the Royal British Legion etc as 

these days it is becoming very difficult to recruit volunteers to knock on doors 

and sell Poppies!  So what we are going to do is make a float either in the shape 

of a Tank or an Aeroplane and tour the local area whilst generating as much 

noise as possible such as engine noise, machine guns, explosions etc, link this 

with a few people collecting with buckets and at least it might shake people out 

of a state of apathy;  Oh sorry we didn't here you?    

 

Sorry about my little rant I don't know where it came from.  Maybe it was linked 

to me thinking about publishing a couple of empty pages in this edition of SN 

because we do not have enough articles of interest?  That is unfair really because 

we have got quite a full edition however most of it is taken up with; last years 

reunion this years reunion and unfortunately several obituaries.  I do have one or 

two articles ready for the next edition but they are quite similar to previous    

editions so I thought I would hold them back. 

 

Anyone made any New Year resolutions?  “Lose Weight” - Jill and I stopped 

smoking late last year and because of that we have both put on a couple of 

stones, we decided that we have to diet!  So we are now surrounded by “The 

Hairy Dieters” cookbook, stick blenders etc etc.  Problem is we have freezers 

and cupboards full of food “unsuitable” food.  So guess what? we are having to 

sit up at night and empty all the unsuitable stuff before can top up with the good 

stuff.  Maybe tonight we will start on the crates of wine so I thought it best to 

complete this ramble before we get started.  When the wine is gone maybe we 

can start to follow our resolutions, early February should do as a start date.  We 

will just get going and then have to go and have a holiday in Cyprus, Oh well we 

can but try. 

 

See you all soon and if you have anything for inclusion, please let me have it. 

 

Trevor 
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A True Tale From Old Shaibah 1954 
Brendan 

The following amusing tale was sent to me by an ex-member of 2 Armoured 

Cars (presumably RAF Regiment) who was stationed at Shaibah in 1954.  I have 

been unable to learn the names of the Valetta crew and just wondered if it           

“rings a bell” with any of our readers? 

 

As a very old inmate of Shaibah, I was browsing about trying to find the words 

to the “Shaibah Blues” and came across the 84 site!!  This immediately brought 

back memories of 84’s regular service there, almost weekly if not more often! 

Having been taken in 1954 from El Hamra to Habb, via Mafraq courtesy of 84, 

we landed on the plateau strip and I joined 2 Armoured Cars.  The unit was later 

deployed by road to Shaibah.  From then on, 84’s visits were a regular feature 

bringing in a variety of cargo, most importantly - the mail.  Usually, it was a mid 

-morning arrival, a leisurely lunch and take-off sort of mid-pm! 

 

It was on one particularly noteworthy visit that one of the 84 crew asked me to 

try and get him a scorpion!  By way of explanation, it seemed that during a not 

too unusual evening, (I think it must have been at Fayid where 84 was based) 

that some drunken lout fell on the squadron’s “mascot” and broke it!  Hence the 

need to replace the creature.  The scorpion, that is, not the offender!  Off I went 

in search from the thousands that were scurrying around Shaibah.  I sought the 

help of some of the blokes and the search was on.  After some hours, it was 

nearly time for the “Pig” to leave to go back or onwards as the case may be, and 

the run up had already started.  The crew member who had given me the job, 

came over to me and at the same time one of our blokes came running up and 

handed me a small cardboard box.  I assumed this was the creature requested to 

be a guest of 84 Squadron.  Off the aircraft went with a quick “thank you for all 

your trouble” from the crew. 

Two or three weeks later, the same crew came back down to Shaibah.  The first 

thing they asked for - was me!  When I turned up I was duly chewed up!  It    

appears that on the previous occasion when they had got to cruise level, the 

whole crew was eager to see what they had acquired in the small box.  This was 

then opened; and not unnaturally the scorpion was fed up with being shut up for 

so long, he quickly made his escape onto the floor and disappeared.  Myself and 

everyone else assumed the scorpion would have been handed over having      

already dispatched, as it were!  In the ensuing alarm and amazement it was 

somewhat difficult to recapture the little bugger!  But eventually he was caught 

and carried safely back to Fayid.  I never knew how he ended, up or down!! 

 

At least there was some light relief in a bleak, desolate hot spot.  1420F was the 

hottest it got!  But the Scorpions revelled in it. 
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The 84 Squadron Association Reunion 2012 
By Terry Butcher 

 

Last year the annual reunion was held in Southampton.  This is pretty close to 

the birthplace of No 84 Squadron, Royal Air Force, at East Boldre near Beaulieu 

in the New Forest way back in 1917.  We stayed at the Hilton Hotel in the      

triangle between the M27 and the M3. Most found arrival to be straightforward 

but there were a few aborted approaches and “go arounds” – mainly by ex air-

crew members from the fixed wing era it has to be said!!  The ground crew all 

managed at first attempt as far as I know. 

 

The first challenge for those arriving on Friday night was to find a car parking 

space. It was a bit of a nightmare due to several functions going on and the Hotel 

failing to realise the superiority of us Scorpions.  After everyone had managed to 

block in other hotel guests and coaches, to prevent them leaving to catch their 

flights and liners in the morning, most “Hoot and Roarers” seemed to gather in 

the watering hole where a certain quantity of brown and amber coloured liquids 

were consumed whilst old friends saw each other for the first time in a year or 

sometimes considerably longer. The hotel, in my opinion, was comfortable and 

well presented and the bar prices were not too bad. It was a major improvement 

on the hotel last year with enough staff to manage the numbers there in most  

areas (except the reception).  The décor was good with the dining room seem-

ingly set out like a cruise liner.  That first night many of us dined in and the food 

was excellent and the service matched it.  We all got fed this year!!  After dinner 

the bar area was again populated mainly by Scorpiones for the most part and 

sand bags were pulled up, lamps swung and ladies got bored. 

 

Saturday morning saw many members disappearing to Winchester and South-

ampton for the day with sightseeing and shopping being the mission.  Personally 

I went to Southampton and was lucky enough to find it was a heritage open day 

so got to see a fair amount of Medieval Southampton for free – always good to 

have a freebie in my opinion.  The weather was kind if a bit cool. 

 

Come 16.00 the membership gathered in the Library for the Annual General 

Meeting (see the separate report) with 29 members attending including 3 new 

members.  The meeting was closed at 16.55.  The bar was then visited again by 

some members whilst others retired to rest before the formal dinner that evening. 

 

At 19.30 we proceeded to the Library for our dinner, only to find the chef had 

been expecting us for 19.00!! Oops, 59 sat down to dinner around 6 large round 

tables.  The menu was tomato and red pepper soup followed by roast beef and 
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finished off with cheesecake.  This was all washed down with wine.  The food 

was really good and the service ran like clockwork for the rest of the evening. 

 

The formal part of dinner started with grace presented by our Chairman, Mike 

Chapple, who rendered “Thank you Lord for this good stuff.  Please nudge us 

when we’ve had enough!” 

 

For the next 2 hours everyone enjoyed their meals and chatting.  There were 

many happy faces and Monty Meerkat, one of our junior members, was seen to 

be visiting tables and other areas of the dining room and really getting into the 

spirit of things. 

 

At around 21.30 the gavel came down and our Chairman, Mike Chapple opened 

the proceedings by asking for the Loyal Toast to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, 

followed by toasts to absent friends.  He then welcomed our three new members 

and asked if anyone present would join him at Beaulieu Abbey Church the next 

morning at hideous o’clock for a service under the laid up 84 Squadron        

Standards.  He then read out a letter from Arthur Gill, our President, who could 

not be present as Doris, his wife was poorly.  All in the room sent their best 

wishes to Doris for a speedy recovery.  This was followed by a poem about the 

last man left in the Royal Air Force and this drew a lot of laughs and applause.  

He then summed up the year, including the Jubilee and explained why British 

Army Officers wear red tunics – ask him sometime, it was very interesting. 

 

Trevor Wright, our newsletter editor, then gave the after dinner speech.  He 

talked about the presentation of a model diorama of a Whirlwind helicopter  

making a delivery to a United Nations outpost in Cyprus.  This has been pre-

sented to the Association and is going to be kept displayed at the Aeroventure 

museum in Doncaster where XP345 has been preserved in United Nations col-

ours.  He also showed us a picture that has been presented to us and related the 

story behind it. Apparently the Whirlwind in the diorama was delivering mail to 

the Danes on the mountain top helipad when they accidently managed to get a 

mail bag into the rotating rotor disc and broke the helicopter! Trevor was then 

dispatched in another helicopter to fix the first.  They had to land on the next 

mountain top and hike to the broken Whirlwind.  This was down through a    

valley, a mine field and then up the mountain!  The diorama shows this episode. 

The scale of the model is 1/72 and the person who made has even put a 1/72 

scale scorpion into the   diorama, the challenge being to find it using a magnify-

ing glass. 

 

Coffee was then served and after this Reg Wargent talked about the Green Line 

in Cyprus and about the minefields.  The Association ladies had been busy    
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selling raffle tickets and in the draw there were many prizes won by the 1992 era 

table.  We did allow a few other consolation prizes to go to other tables – but not 

too many. 

 

Reg then followed this with a small auction.  A bottle of Aberlour single malt 

whisky, donated by John Hammond, went for £35.  This was followed by a    

fantastic cross stitch picture of a Griffin helicopter, donated by Vic Campden, 

which eventually sold for £84.84 to Brian Dixon. 

 

After dinner the Scorpiones gradually thinned out with some retiring for the 

night and others spending time to catch up over a few more bevies. 

 

Early Sunday morning a hardy bunch made their way to Beaulieu Abbey Church 

for the morning service.  I was not one of them I am afraid, so I cannot report on 

the service.  I did get to the church just after the service had finished and met 

Mike and Reggie there.  We had a discussion about the poor condition of the 

Standards and the fact that they were to be moved within the church. I must   

admit to being shocked at their deterioration. 

 

Meanwhile others were trying hard to book out of the Hotel who seemed not to 

have enough staff to cope with us all leaving at once. 

 

I think the whole weekend was a success with the only downside being that so 

many members could not make it to this reunion due to the distance they would 

have to travel. 

 

This year 2013 we are probably going to return to Derby as it is a nice central 

location for everyone. Have a good year everyone. 

 

Hoot and Roar. 

Association Merchandise for Sale 
 

The following items are still available from the Secretary. 

 

Prices include VAT, postage and packing. 

 

Scorpion Ties (Navy Blue or Maroon)     £7.50 

Cloth Blazer Badges (Black or Navy Background)   £6.00 

Key Rings (With Squadron Badge)     £2.50 

Enamel Lapel Badges       £3.50 
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THE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Held on Saturday, 29th September, 2012 at the Hilton Hotel, Southampton 

 

The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Mike Chapple at 4.30pm with a 

warm welcome being extended to all present.  He extended a special welcome to 

one member who was attending for the first time and two members who were 

attending after a long absence from reunions.  He invited Derek Smith, Ken Park 

(from Canada) and Paul Critchley to give a brief account of their service with the 

squadron.  All three members did so and were warmly welcomed by all present. 

 

Apologies:  The Secretary presented a rather longer list of apologies than usual 

from:- Keith Edwards, Mike Faulkner, John Airs, George Thwaites, Johnny 

Johnson, Ron Duncan, Paul Eggleston, Ian Woodward, Mike Leaming, Bob 

MacMillan, Jim Jones, Brian Nation, Steve Higgins, Gordon Heasman, Peter 

Barnard, Roy Harper, Cliff Shepherd Ray Butchart, Russell Cleland, Dave 

Holmyard, Mike Wilson, George Hickson, Pete Smith, Roy Andrews, George 

Muir, Derek Shelton-Smith, Maurice Kester, Stan Davis, Ken Parfit, Paul      

Bolton, John Plant, John Mellen, Denny Holland, Chris Mace, Dave Mabon, 

Guy Hallam, Arthur Gill and George Dunbar. 

 

Minutes:  The minutes of the 2011 AGM were accepted as a true record of the 

proceedings. 

 

Secretary/Treasurers Report:  Brendan Cottrell commenced his report by   

presenting the Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2012.  He 

reported that there had been no major items of expenditure during the last year 

and that our finances remained in a healthy state.  He drew attention to a couple 

of items of expenditure at our last reunion namely the payment by the              

association of single room supplements at the Park Hotel and the cost of guides 

at Cosford Aircraft Museum. £288 and £80 respectively.  Nevertheless our end 

of year balance is £96 up on last years total and is comprised of :-  Current     

account £1056.96 and Deposit account £2275.12.  Membership numbers remain 

healthy although we managed to attract just four new members during the year. 

Brendan finished his report by thanking Keith Edwards for once again auditing 

the accounts. 

 

Reunion Secretary’s Report:   Derek Whittaker opened his report by outlining 

the arrangements for the evening banquet and suggested that members should 

assemble for an aperitif around 7 o’clock before sitting down for our meal at 8 

o’clock. 
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Derek went on to report that arranging the reunion “down South” this year had 

proved quite problematic and gave an account of the many difficulties that had 

been encountered first of all in locating a hotel that could cater for our needs and 

then the considerable problems of communication with the Hilton.  Things had 

worked out well in the end but had required a lot of input by himself and by the 

Chairman too.  He reported that the Committee had now discussed the            

difficulties involved in having the reunion in the South of the country and had 

concluded that as it evidently did not suit a lot of our regular reunion fans 

(evidenced by the markedly lower level of attendance this year) it would be    

better if future reunions were regularly held in a more central location.           

Accordingly he would now approach the Hallmark Hotel in Derby again to    

arrange the 2013 reunion.  He would also look at other possible venues in that 

locality.  This news generated considerable discussion among the members    

present who agreed that a more central location was required and concluded that 

although costs for members attending reunions over the past several years had 

remained very steady it would be unrealistic to expect that situation to continue. 

Accordingly those present felt that we should expect prices to increase and 

authorised Derek to pursue a deal that involved some higher costs but with a  

better level of service than had been provided at the Hallmark previously. 

 

News Editor’s Report:  Trevor Wright reported that over the last year he had 

enjoyed putting together the two editions of Scorpion News.  He had managed to 

find enough material to produce what he hoped were two entertaining editions 

but he emphasised that he would be grateful for material from all members.  

Contributions did not have to be just Air Force orientated and he would willingly 

accept articles of a general nature as long as it was of an entertaining nature.  He 

reported that over the last year he had managed to use the internet to send    

Scorpion News to a goodly number of members and as this reduced costs of  

paper, printing and postage it had a very favourable affect on the association’s 

finances.  He urged all those present and our general readership to consider    

receiving future copies by Email because of its cost effectiveness.  His contact 

details appeared on the first page of S.N. 

 

Chaz Scowen: gave an account of his work with the archives over the last year 

and presented an interesting account of his research into “all things 84” which 

was appreciated by everyone present.  He drew members’ attention to the display 

of archive material which was available in one of the adjacent rooms. 

 

Election of Committee:  The Chairman informed the meeting that the present 

committee members were willing to serve for another year in their various     

capacities and asked if there were any counter proposals from the floor.  There 

being none the committee was given approval to serve for another year. 
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Any Other Business:  The Chairman raised the rather delicate subject of    

members embarking on their “last flight” in life and wondered if all of us ought 

to consider the appropriateness of asking our loved ones to inform the associa-

tion if such an event should occur.  Lack of such knowledge could possibly    

result in some embarrassment, for instance if copies of Scorpion News continued 

to arrive at members addresses when they shouldn’t.  Just a thought for all of us 

to consider.     

 

Reg Wargent proposed a vote of thanks to Chaz for an excellent exhibition of 

memorabilia this year. This was endorsed by all present.   

 

Derek was thanked for arranging the Spitfire flypast at our last reunion which 

had been greatly enjoyed by all who had watched.   

 

Mike Chapple then invited the membership to join him at Beaulieu Abbey 

Church for the harvest festival service the next day at 10.00 hours. The member-

ship would sit under the laid up Squadron Standards.   

 

Trevor Wright then asked about insurance for the archives and this will be 

looked into by the committee but it was felt that the main bulk of the archives 

are actually unique and irreplaceable so insurance would really not be any help. 

 

Lastly Smokey Furness proposed a vote of thanks for the committee for all of 

their good work on behalf of the association over the last year. The motion was 

endorsed by all present. 

 

There was no further business and the meeting closed at 5.45pm 

                   

 

Paddy took 2 stuffed dogs to the 'Antiques Roadshow'. 

 

"Ooh!" said the presenter, "This is a very rare set, produced by the  

celebrated Johns Brothers taxidermists who operated in London at the turn 

of last century.  Do you have any idea what they would fetch if they were 

in good condition?" 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 
"...Sticks?" Paddy replied. 
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Your Duck is Dead-- 

 

A woman brought a very limp duck into a veterinary surgeon.           

As she laid her pet on the table, the vet pulled out his stethoscope 

and listened to the bird's chest. 

After a moment or two, the vet shook his head and sadly said,      

"I'm sorry, your duck, Cuddles, has passed away." 

The distressed woman wailed, "Are you sure?" 

"Yes, I am sure. Your duck is dead," replied the vet.. 

"How can you be so sure?" she protested. "I mean you haven't done 

any testing on him or anything.  

He might just be in a coma or something." 

The vet rolled his eyes, turned around and left the room. 

He returned a few minutes later with a black Labrador Retriever.   

As the duck's owner looked on in amazement, the dog stood on his 

hind legs, put his front paws on the examination table and sniffed the 

duck from top to bottom.  

He then looked up at the vet with sad eyes and shook his head. 

The vet patted the dog on the head and took it out of the room.       

A few minutes later he returned with a cat. The cat jumped on the 

table and also delicately sniffed the bird from head to foot.         

The cat sat back on its haunches, shook its head, meowed softly and 

strolled out of the room. 

The vet looked at the woman and said, "I'm sorry, but as I said, this 

is most definitely, 100% certifiably, a dead duck." 

The vet turned to his computer terminal, hit a few keys and produced 

a bill, which he handed to the woman.. 

The duck's owner, still in shock, took the bill. "$150!" she cried, 

"$150 just to tell me my duck is dead!" 

The vet shrugged, "I'm sorry. If you had just taken my word for it, 

the bill would have been $20,  

but with the Lab Report and the Cat Scan, it's now $150." 

I f you're smiling, and I just know you are (between groans),  

give someone else a smile too!    
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84 Squadron Association  

Annual Reunion 2013 

 

Hallmark Hotel, Derby    

27/28
th

 September 2013 
 

The 2013 reunion is arranged as stated above.  The Hallmark Hotel is the       

renamed Midland Hotel that we used for a number of years. 

 

You will find within this issue of Scorpion News a booking form.  We have been 

trying to avoid placing all your personal details on a single piece of paper in this 

day of widespread fraud but all hotels seem to be forcing customers to do so.  

My recommendation is that you actually phone the hotel (01332 345894) and 

complete your bookings this way rather than entrust all the card details to a piece 

of paper that may go astray.  If you do this it might be a good idea to use the 

form as an aide de memoire (or shove it on the kitchen wall). 

 

The format of the weekend is unchanged from our usual reunion weekend. 

 

Friday evening – Meet and Greet 

 

Saturday morning coach trip (about 10-00), afternoon AGM (about 1600)        

and evening ‘The Banquet’. 

 

Sunday after breakfast – Farewell until next year. 

 

Please note my change of email address at the front of this edition should you 

wish to contact me or see below. 

 

Derek Whittaker, 
84 Squadron Reunion Organiser 

32 Delaware Avenue 

Albrighton 

West Midlands 

WV7 3BW 

01902 - 441153 

derek966@gmail.com 
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84 Squadron Reunion 

Hallmark Hotel Derby  

27th – 29th September 2013 

 
Rates are £60 per person to include Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Please Specify the Following Information: 

Arrival 

Date:................................................................................................................... 

Number of 

Nights:......................................................................................................... 

Room Type (Please Circle): Single (for 1 guest), Double (for 2 guests) or Twin 

(for 2 guests) 

 

Guests Name:   
  
  
  

 Address: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Telephone 
Number: 

  
  
  

Email  
Address: 
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Please Detail any Special Requests:…………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..   

Please Provide Card details to Guarantee Your Reservation (Card acts as a guar-

antee against non-arrival and late cancellation, no funds will be taken from your 

account at this stage) 

 
 

For Guests Attending the Dinner Only: 

Number of Guests:................................................................ 

The cost for each guest attending the Dinner is £25 per person. 

 
Please complete the form and return to: 

The Reservations Department 

Hallmark Hotel Derby 

Midland Road 

DE1 2SQ 

Tel: 01332 345894 Fax: 01332 293522 

Email: derby.reservations@hallmarkhotels.co.uk 

The Reservations Department will then respond with a confirmation of your 

booking via post or email. 

Credit/Debit Card Number: 

  
  

Expiry Date:   
  

3 Digit Security Code :   

Guest Signature:   
  

Date:   

mailto:derby.reservations@hallmarkhotels.co.uk
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BIOPIC OF THE NEW SQUADRON BOSS 
 

Having taken command of 84 Sqn from Sqn Ldr ‘Strooky’ Strookman last July, I 

thought I should take the opportunity to introduce myself to the 84 Sqn          

Association Membership and talk about my background. 

 

My name is Cameron ‘Mac’ MacLachlan.  I joined the RCAF back in June 1989 

and then attended the Royal Military College of Canada where I read English 

(actually, I put more effort into learning to play the bagpipes than my studies).  

After Basic Flying Training on the Beechcraft Musketeer and Canadair CT-114 

Tutor (the same aircraft flown by The Snowbirds, Aerobatic Display Team), I 

was selected to complete my wings training with the RAF at Shawbury on the 

Gazelle and Wessex helicopters.  This early introduction to life with the RAF 

had me hooked! 

 

After returning back to Canada, I was posted to 408 Tactical Helicopter Sqn in 

Edmonton, Alberta.  I thoroughly enjoyed my tour of flying the Twin Huey in 

Western Canada.  Having The Rocky Mountains in my ‘backyard’ provided a 

great opportunity to learn how to mountain fly.  Early on, I completed my first 

operational tour in support of the UN mission in Haiti.  I was then re-toured on 

408 ‘Goose’ Sqn to fly the ‘new’ Griffin (Bell 412).  I then deployed on the first 

RCAF helicopter detachment in support of operations in Bosnia.  By that time, 

1999, Blighty was calling and I decided to come back to the UK and join the 

RAF. 

 

My first RAF tour was on operations in Northern Ireland flying the ‘Mighty 

Wessex’ with 72 Sqn.  As many of you can attest, she truly was the ‘Queen of 

the Skies.’  During that time I was joined by my infamous bulldog Watson, who 

used to accompany me on many a sortie flying in and out of Bessbrook Mill.  I 

was lucky enough to stay on 72 Sqn to see the Wessex out of service with the 

Support Helicopter Force.  I must admit, if I had known that old Walter was   

going to stay on out in Cyprus, I would have joined 84 Sqn earlier. 

 

Watson and I then moved across to join the Chinook Force flying for 18(B) Sqn 

out of RAF Odiham.  I was fortunate enough to cut my teeth early by deploying 

immediately on Op TELIC.  I deployed with 18(B) Sqn on board HMS Ark 

Royal and took part in the first assaults into the Al Faw in Iraq.  I think that those 

of you who spent a lot of time in the desert would agree that fighting from an 

aircraft carrier with hot showers and a fully stocked bar does more for the morale 

than canvas and sand.  During this time on 18(B) Sqn, I married my Australian 

wife Jocelyn.  Luckily for me, Saddam Hussein had started misbehaving just as 
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we decided to get married.  That is another advantage to aircraft carriers - they 

are good places to be whilst wedding preparations are going on (chaps, you 

know what I mean)!  Three more tours of Iraq followed and then I felt it was 

time for something different. 

 

At that time, I was afraid of missing out on the next ‘big op’, and volunteered to 

be attached to the Royal Netherlands Air Force 298 Sqn.  Mistakenly, I thought, 

if I re-toured with 18(B) Sqn, Afghanistan would pass me by.  I enjoyed three 

tours in Afghan with 298 Sqn, flying very modern, glass-cockpit Chinooks under 

the American Operation Enduring Freedom.  The RNLAF also gave me the   

opportunity to do a great deal of flying across Europe and even fly with the US 

Army out of ‘The Home of Army Aviation’ in Fort Rucker Alabama. 

 

Thereafter, I returned to 18(B) Sqn, sold my soul, and became a 

‘Beefer’ (Instructor Pilot).  During this time of teaching baby Chinook pilots 

how to fly above Hampshire, I was promoted to Sqn Ldr.  I then spent a further 

two years pushing paper in the Chinook Force HQ.  I did, however, escape my 

desk for another last tour in Afghan as an Air Advisor to a small aviation       

detachment.  During my final year at Odiham, I got the good news that I had 

‘won’ the prize and would be posted to 84 ‘Hoot and Roar’ as Officer          

Commanding. 

 

Jocelyn and I arrived in early June out here in Cyprus (with Watson huffing and 

puffing).  We were most delighted to join a very tight and welcoming 84 Sqn 

family.  The team out here is very experienced and professional; I look forward 

to the next 3 years as Officer Commanding and being trusted with the steward-

ship of 84 Sqn.  Scorpiones Pungunt! 

 

Mac 
C C MACLACHLAN  
Sqn Ldr 

OC 84 Sqn 

 

I think we would all like to see some pictures of  Watson as and when?   

 

Also I think we would all be pleased to see both Mac and Jocelyn at Derby in 

September if at all possible.   
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84 SQUADRON HOSTS ARTIST DAVID SHEPHERD 
 

Renowned Aviation and Wildlife Artist, and Conservationist, David Shepherd, 

visited RAF Akrotiri on Tuesday 15th January 2013.  David has been visiting 

Cyprus having received his latest commission, to paint two scenes depicting 

Episkopi’s Resident Infantry Battalion, 2nd Battalion, The Yorkshire Regiment 

(The Green Howards).  During his visit, David has taken the opportunity to view 

his past works on    display on the station, including two landscape pieces, hung 

in the Ladies’ Room of the Officers’ Mess at Akrotiri, and two works on display 

at 84 Squadron.  

 

 

OC 84 Squadron, and pilots Flt Lt Liam Glasby and Flt Lt Jim Hill, along with 

rear crewman Sgt James Loughridge, were proud to show David around the   

Griffin HAR2 and enjoyed conversing with him about the Squadron’s role and 

their current airframe.  Following the visit to 84 Squadron, David was hosted for 

lunch in the Officers’ Mess by the President of the Mess Committee, Wg Cdr 

Jem Wynne.  David’s works on display at 84 Squadron depict the Squadron on 

operations in the Aden, operating the Blackburn Beverley C1,                         

including  “Reverse Thrust at Beihan, West Aden”. 
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UPDATE FROM 84 SQN 
 

84 Sqn is alive and well.  That being said, since the summer of 2012, the Sqn has 

been going through a period of significant transition.  For quite sometime, 84 

Sqn’s task and its manning has not been ‘matched up.’  My predecessor, Sqn Ldr 

Strookman, did a great deal of work trying to get our higher HQ to agree on a 

plan ahead.  In this endeavour, he succeeded.  The result was that 84 Sqn      

manning would reduce and our task would also follow suit.  The challenge was 

that our task did not reduce as quickly as our manning.  In particular, our       

under-manned crewman cadre had to work hard to cover our tasking commit-

ments which only now, in January 2013, have begun to become more realistic. 

 

We are downsizing to 5 pilots, 4 winch operators, and 4 winchmen/paramedics.  

With 1 admin clerk and 2 ops assistants, it makes for quite a small unit.  Of 

course we still have our 8 civilian contract engineers (most of whom are all old-

stalwarts from the Wessex days).  Our task will remain broadly the same with 1 

cab providing SAR cover (although only during daylight hours).  We will also 

provide 1 cab for support to Land Forces training and operations.  HQ, however, 

is expecting to get more Support Helicopter tasking from us.  The training team 

and I will be looking at how we can be clever and deliver more support from this 

smaller construct. 

 

We have also had a large turnover of personnel.  4 new pilots and 1 new crew-

man all arrived during the summer of 2012 and needed to fly their conversion 

training supported by the aforementioned dwindling crewman cadre and 1      

instructor pilot.  Needless to say, we got our money’s worth out of the Sqn 

Training Team as they put in record hours.  In fact, it looks as though the Sqn is 

on track to fly 1200 hrs this year! 

 

84 Sqn will also be affected by disestablishment of the UK SAR Force.  Again, 

we will be trying to look into the future and see how we can maintain the 

‘inflow’ of crewmen who have the required high-end training and experience in 

the SAR role despite the RAF losing this type of airman.  This is our biggest 

challenge for the upcoming 2 years. 

 

Despite these challenges, we have come to the end of a very successful year.  We 

flew an unprecedented number of hours on fire-fighting operations in Cyprus.  

We equalled our record during our busy season of fighting fires in Israel back in 

2010.  84 Sqn was also pivotal in delivering support to important Army training 

and qualifying troops in helicopter handling drills upon which they will soon 

depend in Afghanistan. 
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On the SAR front, the Training Team, as I mentioned, has been busy trying to 

teach a number of us ex-SH mates how to hover over water and station-keep on 

‘ducking-and-diving’ boats.  We have had 7 ‘shouts’ in the last 6 months, one of 

which was noteworthy.  One of our engineers was found during working hours 

in the tea bar having collapsed; his heart had stopped.  Our SAR crew had to  

respond to a ‘shout’ in our own building and had to deal with the shock of saving 

one of our own.  It is due to the professionalism of the 84 Sqn aircrew that the 

engineer is back with us and working on the line: a job very well done indeed. 

 

We have had an outstanding 

social schedule out here in   

Cyprus.  You’ll be glad to know 

that in the Mess, 84 Sqn still 

rules the roost!   In September, 

we took over and dominated the 

Battle of Britain activities    

providing fly pasts and leading 

the  annual dining-in night.  84 

Sqn managed to arrange for a 

w e l l  kn o wn  C h u r c h i l l           

impersonator to attend the eve-

ning event and perform some of 

the PM’s most famous 

speeches. 

 

In November, we cheered on one of our Ops Assistants during a Station Fight 

Night (a modern twist on the Boxing Nights of old).  Once we sat down at our 

wine laden table, the chaps were disheartened to find out that everyone to a man 

was on standby; needless 

to say, the ladies had a 

very jolly evening!  In  

December, we pulled out 

all of the stops with a 

white-tie and tails ‘Belle 

Époque’ dinner.  JM 

David, our 2IC and bon-

viveur, organised a delight 

for our tastebuds and a 

scourge for our wallets.  

Again, 84 Sqn set the tone 

on Station. 

 

1, Flt Lt David 2, Sqn Ldr Mac 3, Flt Lt Glasby 

L to R. PM of the day, Flt Lt JM David, Sqn Ldr Mac 
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Most importantly, I would like to update you on our people.  Sqn Ldr Strookman 

left as OC to be posted to Oxford UAS to both command and fly again: lucky 

chap!  We also said farewell to Flt Lt Martin Othen, our QHI, who, after 9 years 

on 84 Sqn, is off to RAF Shawbury to teach instructors.  Sgt Neil Heathorn was 

posted to Leconfield to continue in the SAR Force after having an outstanding 

tour.  Cpl Harker was moved across to the other side of the Station after a well 

deserved promotion to Sgt.  All 4 of these Scorpions will be missed. 

 

We have had some newcomers to the Sqn.  Flt Lt Steve Wilders becomes our 

new QHI having been posted in from RAF Valley.  Flt Lts Jim Hill and Liam 

Glasby joined us from the Puma Force.  Sgt James Loughridge has joined us 

fresh out of Shawbury.  Cpl Dave Walton has become our new Adjutant.  Also 

noteworthy, were two smaller newcomers to the Sqn: the Hills welcomed a new 

baby-girl Alice whilst the Hammonds had a baby-boy Alex. 

 

So, all in all, we have had a good past six months out here on Hoot and Roar.  

Remember, you are always welcome to visit us our here in RAF Akrotiri.   

 

Whilst the weather is always hot, the beer is always cold! 

 

Scorpiones Pungunt! 

 

Mac 
C C MACLACHLAN  
Sqn Ldr 

OC 84 Sqn 

 Obviously still awful to be in Cyprus? 
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Learning to navigate is simple! 
 

When I was posted from 84 squadron to the Jordan Com. Flight 

I flew there via Habbaniya (overnight) and arrived in Mafraq in 

mid morning. 

 

Standing on the parking strip was Master Signaller "Smudger" 

Smith with his kit bag.  When I alighted from the aircraft with 

my kit bag he said to me "I didn't know you were a Nav/wop!" 

"I'm not" I told him thinking to get back aboard.  "Never mind" 

he replied, "it is easy."  He got out a map and spread it on the 

ground. 

 

"We only fly to two places - Aqaba and Habbaniya.  Aqaba is 

simple - on take-off you fly due south with your ADF tuned in 

to Eilat beacon - half a mile across the boarder from Aqaba in 

Israel.  When it bears ten degrees you look ahead and can see 

the landing strip. 

 

Habbaniya is a bit more complicated, When you take off from 

here you fly on a heading of 110 degrees until you come to a 

pair of hills that look like a pair of dog's gonads.  Look down and 

you can see the pipe-line. You turn left and fly up the pipe-line 

until you reach Al  Rutbah, You can't miss Al Rutbah, it's the 

only town on the pipe-line.  When you are overhead Al Rutbah 

you turn right on to a heading of 083 degrees and fly for half 

an hour.  You then look forward and if you can't see lake     

Habbaniya you're flaming** lost!" 

 

And that was my navigation training. And it worked! 
 

Dickon Walker 
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Britain’s Top Model finds a home in Doncaster 
 

On Sunday 22nd July at around 12-30 hrs, the ‘Best in Show’ winner from the 

International Plastic Modellers Society in November 2011 was officially handed 

over at the South Yorkshire Aircraft Museum in Doncaster. It has been presented 

to the 84 Squadron RAF Association who will leave it on display at the Museum 

in the care of the Yorkshire Helicopter Preservation Group. 

 

The reason that the Museum has been chosen to display this work of art is that 

the real Westland Whirlwind helicopter, which is the main theme of the model, 

has been restored there and is now also on display. 

 

The complex diorama model in 1/72nd scale depicts the Whirlwind HAR 10 heli-

copter, XP345, along with a Westland Bell Sioux AH1, both operating under the 

United Nations command in Cyprus (UNFICYP) back in the 1970s.  It tells the 

story of an event, as remembered by helicopter pilot, Dennis Holland, and one of 

his 84 Squadron RAF ground crew, Trevor Wright, and set in the landing ground 

of one of the Austrian manned UN outposts in Cyprus.  The details are amazing 

and even include a 1/72nd scale Dennis in his flying suit and Trevor carrying a 

scrounged bag of figs.  The ‘card school’ is in operation whilst they await the 

delivery of a replacement part for the Whirlwind and, of course, mugs of tea are 

in evidence. 

 

No mugs of tea, but definitely bottles of water!.  A ‘slab’ of water is placed in 

the Whirlwind rear cabin doorway, also several bottles are placed around the 

diorama: (Card-school table, defensive sandbagged position, also in the hands of 

the Whirlwind crewman facing Trevor) 

 

The model was commissioned by Dennis, from ‘amateur’ modeller and friend 

Del Griffiths, and was originally meant to be just a model of the Whirlwind, 

which both had visited at the Museum on its restoration.  As memories were  

recalled, the diorama began to form in Del’s mind and with input from others on 

both the technical and historic side this developed into a two foot square     

‘mega-rama’ with the outpost buildings and look-out tower as well as the      

helicopters and crew. (There is even the ‘adopted’ stray dog around the back 

having its dinner).  As a member of IPMS UK (International Plastic Modellers 

Society) and having invested 250 plus hours work in the model, Del entered it 

into the 2011 annual IPMS competition and it did exceptionally well.  In        

addition to winning the ‘Best in Show’ award, ‘Best Diorama’ award and a 

‘Gold Medal’.  For his efforts, Del also received the honour of being nominated 

overall Senior IPMS UK National Champion for 2011. 
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Unknown to most of us, Del had actually built two identical models with the in-

tention of passing one to 84 Squadron Association as a permanent record of the 

ten years from 1971 to 1982 when they operated the Whirlwinds for the UN and 

as Search and Rescue in Cyprus.  The Squadron is still there doing the same with 

Bell Griffin helicopters although, thankfully, there are far less bullets flying 

around now.  

 

The Association felt it would be most suitable to house the model in the Museum 

at Doncaster, available for all to see, as it also houses the original helicopter,  

restored in the colours carried at the time.  This is the only example of a        

helicopter in a UK museum in United Nations markings that actually flew in in 

theatre.  It is also very fitting that it is now part of the second largest collection 

of helicopters on display in a museum in the whole of the UK. 

 

Sunday 22nd July is the annual ‘At Home Day’ for the Yorkshire Helicopter 

Preservation Group when the Museum at Lakeside, Doncaster will hope to have 

some incoming visiting helicopters as well as many of the ‘permanent residents’ 

open for inspection by visitors. 

A young man named John received a parrot as a 
gift. The Parrot had a bad attitude and an even worse vocabulary.  
Every word out of the bird's mouth was rude, obnoxious And  
laced with profanity. John tried and tried to change the bird's  
attitude by consistently saying only polite words, playing soft music  
and anything else he could think of to 'clean up' the bird's  
vocabulary. 
Finally, John was fed up and he yelled at the parrot. 
The parrot yelled back. John shook the parrot and the parrot got  
angrier and even more rude. John, in desperation, threw up his hand,  
grabbed the bird and put him in the freezer. For a few minutes the  
parrot squawked and kicked and screamed. 
Then suddenly there was total quiet. Not a peep was heard for over a  
minute. 
Fearing that he'd hurt the parrot, John quickly opened the door to the  
freezer. The parrot calmly stepped out onto John's outstretched arms  
and said "I believe I may have offended you with my rude language and  
actions.. I'm sincerely remorseful for my inappropriate transgressions  
and I fully intend to do everything I can to correct my rude and  
unforgivable behaviour." 
John was stunned at the change in the bird's attitude. 
As he was about to ask the parrot what had made such a dramatic change  
in his behavior, the bird spoke-up, very softly,  
 
"May I ask what the turkey did ?"  
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22nd July this year saw rep-

resentatives of 84 Squadron 

Association gather at 

“Aeroventure”, near     

Doncaster, the base of 

Yorkshire Helicopter    

Preservation Group 

(YHPG) for a presentation 

of a diorama of;                 

an ‘Out Post’ in Cyprus. 

Mike Chapple had called 

me whilst I was working 

away, (shucks they always 

find me no matter where I 

go and I was due to fly out on holiday on the 23rd!) and asked if I would         

represent the Association.  Well, I had to say yes. 

 

Although the diorama had originally been intended for 84 Squadrons              

Association it was decided by the committee that it should have a ‘permanent 

home’ for safe keeping and the most appropriate was with XP345, that of 84 

Squadron ‘B’ Flight, which had been based at Nicosia.  As such the decision was 

to ‘donate’ the diorama to YHPG to be held in safe keeping at Aeroventure. 

 

I had seen several other dioramas in the past, mainly through the 399 ‘ATC’ 

squadron at their annual events as their chairman, and was always amazed at the 

standard, detail and thought that had gone into these things.  One thing I was not 

prepared for was this one.  This particular spectacular diorama was made by 

Derek Griffiths and is in such detail one cannot help but be amazed by it.           

(I have several photos within this article to let you see some of it) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“84 Squadron” – OP Diorama 
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Shown left at the presentation 

are Ray Butchart, representative 

for 84 Squadron Association, 

Alan Beattie of YHPG, Denny 

Holland (ex 84 Squadron 

Whirlwind Pilot) and Derek 

Griffiths (Model maker) and 

Mike Faulkner (See Below 

Left) also attended. 
 

 

As the weather was fine and sunny several of us decided to stay on after the 

presentation and view the exhibits and of course, XP345 in all its glory.  

 

 

 

One item that called for all 

viewers to find was the       

scorpion.  I must admit I had 

to be shown; well it is only a 

few mms in size!   

 

Looking below, where is it? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, it was a good day and   

I think everyone enjoyed the   

occasion. 
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Update From YHPG 
 

"We have been preparing XP345 for installation of the Gnome engine which 

we had on loan from the Beverley Air Training Corp.  This engine had been on 

display in our 'YHPG' room at the Museum as we added missing parts to it, 

such as the wiring loom and thermocouple loom and made a stand for it.  

 

On my recent visit to Perth Airport to handover a spare lower gearbox for use 

on the College's Whirlwind HAR 9, I was given an original engine installation 

stand which meant we could install the engine without any fuss.  This we had 

planned to do before Christmas as we had obtained a pair of 'scrap' Gem     

engines (Ex Lynx) which we were going to display in the room to fill the gap. 

 

Unfortunately, before I had returned from Scotland with the equipment, we 

were contacted by the ATC at RAF Linton-on-Ouse wishing to confirm details 

of the Gnome we held. This was passed back to them, along with details of its 

intended purpose etc. and they proposed to arrange for MoD to 'Gift' it to the 

Group. The disposals department at MoD refused to consider us as suitable to 

'Gift' anything to and required us to return the item forthwith or agree to pay a 

minimum price of £1000- (presumably plus £200- VAT) to buy it off them.  

As a 'scrap' engine we felt that this was an unjustifiable use of our hard gained  

resources and had to decline their offer. We indicated that we would be able to 

make a much lower offer but were told there was nothing to discuss. We also 

offered a 'scrap' Wessex Gnome in exchange (we don't have a Wessex without 

an engine so this would have been a better outcome) but this was also refused. 

The result is that XP345 will now have to remain engineless unless we can 

find a suitable Whirlwind Gnome with primary reduction gearbox attached. 

Rumour has it that there may be something useful on the sea bed in Cyprus.  

 

At the moment we are rather upset about the outcome as we were really look-

ing forward to installation day. Needless to say, we continue to polish and look 

after XP345 and our other charges and are delighted to hold the model    

Whi r lwind  on  be ha l f  o f  t he  Squ adron  Ass oc i a t i on . 

 

I am also due to receive some Corgi Whirlwinds (now in stock) - This time they 

are in camouflage grey/green/black and in the markings of 230 Sqn at RAF-

Wittering in 1969 (XP330).  If anyone would like one I should be able to cover 

costs and any surplus to YHPG funds at £40-00 each.  Please contact me    

direct on 01751-473180 or email alan@yhpg.co.uk  (first come first served)" 

 

Best regards - Alan Beattie YHPG 

mailto:alan@yhpg.co.uk
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I Am That Man 
 

 

I'm the last man left in the Air Force, 

I've an office in M.O.D. 

And a copy of Queen's Regulations 

Which only apply to me. 

I can post myself to Leuchars 

And detach me from there to Kinloss 

Or send me on course to Innsworth 

Then cancel the lot - I'm the Boss. 

 

I'm the last man left in the Air Force 

But the great parliamentary brains 

Omitted, when cancelling people, 

To sell off the stations and planes, 

The result is, my inventory bulges 

With KD and camp stools and Quarters, 

Plus a signed book of speeches by Trenchard 

That I keep to impress the reporters. 

 

I'm the last man left in the Air Force, 

I suppose you imagine it's great 

To be master of all you survey but 

I tell you, it's difficult, mate. 

I inspected three units last Thursday 

As A.O.C. (Acting) of Strike, 

Then I swept half the runway at Laarbruch  

And repaired Saxa Vord's station bike. 

 

I'm the last man left in the Air Force, 

My wife says I'm never at home, 

When I'm not flying Hercs I'm at Manston, 

Laying gallons and gallons of foam, 

Or I'm in my Marine Craft at Plymouth, 

Shooting flares at the crowds on the Ho, 

Or I'm Orderly Corporal at Uxbridge, 

It's an interesting life, but all go. 

I'm the last man left in the Air Force, 
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I'm A.D.C. to the Queen, 

I'm Duty Clerk at St. Mawgan, 

I'm the R.A.F. rugby team, 

Tomorrow I'm painting a guardroom 

And air-testing several planes, 

The day after that I'm for London 

To preach at St. Clement Dane's. 

 

I'm the last man left in the Air Force 

And I'm due to retire before long, 

There's been no talk of any replacement 

And I won't even let me sign on. 

I hope to enjoy my retirement, 

I've put up a pretty good show, 

But I won't cut myself off entirely. 

There are always reunions, y'know. 

A Couple of Quickies 
 
In hindsight I should have posted my Facebook status as:  
"I've blown the head gasket on my 1997 XR3i" rather than  

"I've just buggered a 14 year old escort". 
The police still haven't seen the funny side, my lap top's 
been Confiscated, and the wife has gone off to her mum's.  

 
Due to the current economic crisis, Greece is cancelling 

all production of humus and Taramasalata.   
It's a double dip recession. 

 
Condoms don't guarantee safe sex! A friend of mine was 

wearing one when he was shot dead by the woman's husband! 
 

A dwarf goes to a very good but very busy doctor and asks 
"I know you are busy but do you treat dwarves?" 

The doctor replies  
"Yes, but you will have to be a little patient". 

 

My demented grandad used to sit in his room and stare at 
himself in the mirror all day, I thought that seeing a bit 
of the real world might help him so I replaced the mirror 

with a window. 
Now he just thinks he's a vampire. 
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The Air Needs Its Backroom Boys 
By Lord Brabazon of Tara, PC, GBE, MC 

 
Licence Holder No 1, the man who qualified for the first British pilot’s licence, here 

talks about opportunities for those behind the aviation scenes – the backroom boys of 

tomorrow. Published 1957 in Boys Book of the Air. 

 

It is easy to be wise after the event and, looking at any particular invention,  

wonder why it wasn’t thought of before. There is the printing press, for example. 

After all, quite a small boy, walking in the sea and then on a hard surface, would 

notice that he printed replicas of his footsteps and would surely be able to invent 

a printing press quite easily from this observation. And yet it was not until well 

into the Middle Ages that the first press was supplied in the western world.        

It took a long time. 

 

This applies equally to flying. There is a point which wants making and some-

times I think it is not appreciated. All through the ages man has wanted to fly. It 

was always one of his dreams and he hunted for a solution to the problem by 

thinking about birds – but the flapping kind. Now the flapping bird is a very  

difficult thing to imitate from an engineering point of view; but what man failed 

to notice was the flight of lazy birds, those like the gull and the albatross, which 

can sometimes sit up in the air for hours without moving their wings. 

 

They do it, of course, by placing themselves in rising currents of air through 

which they are actually falling, but they remain stationary, relative to the ground, 

because the upward current, or if this is strong enough, rise. 

 

All such gliding birds have what is technically called high aspect ratio. That 

means they have very long but not very deep wings. Aspect ratio is the ratio  

between the breadth of the wing and the depth. In gulls and similar birds it is 

about 12:1. 

 

The point I want to make is that our ancestors of a thousand years or even two 

thousand years ago could have made a first-class high efficiency glider had they 

attacked the problem along the right lines. If their backroom boys had imitated 

as much as they could what they saw in everyday life, they could have managed 

what is possible today – a climb to 30,000 feet and flight from point to point  

using thermals and up-currents of air! 

 

Flying was not really the child of the internal combustion engine, as many     

people imagine. Flight wasn’t possible until the Wright brothers produced a 

glider with a fair aspect ratio in a biplane. Then real gliding with a rate of       
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descent of 1 in 10 to 1 in 12 was achieved. Before the Wrights nobody seemed to 

realise the importance of the aspect ratio. Some of the early gliders had a ratio of 

only 2:1. The modern glider sometimes goes up to well over 20:1. 

 

The Wrights fitted to their glider an engine which they made themselves and so 

power-driven flight was achieved, but the high aspect ratio of their biplane glider 

was the really important factor. The basic problem of flight should have been 

solved much earlier. 

 

I have been asked to say something about early flight and the point I want to 

bring home to you is that you should never accept a thing as being too difficult 

to accomplish. You should view all the circumstances and concentrate on all the 

possibilities and variations of the subject before you attack a problem. 

 

I was one of those privileged to play a part in the birth of aviation and it was  

interesting, even in those days, to notice that the scientist was not inclined to 

help in any way. He looked upon the subject rather as we view those people who 

are seeking perpetual motion or the philosophers’ stone; the thing was impossi-

ble and so it was not worth devoting attention to it. Do get that attitude right out 

of your head and face any of the potential inventions of the day with an unbiased 

and enquiring mind. 

 

Flight should have been possible much earlier than it was. You may take it as a 

piece of gospel truth in fifty years’ time somebody will say, ‘What a remarkable 

lot of dull headed people they were in the mid-twentieth century not to have 

thought of the simple invention we are using today.’ 

 

As I have said before, it is easy to be wise after the event. But it is much better to 

be wise beforehand. The air does indeed need its backroom boys, who can see 

problems requiring solution and apply their minds to them. 

 

There is much still to be done. I am not going to talk about fast flying, with all 

the problems of compressibility and getting past the Mach number one and    

trying to cool the machine when it travels at such speed as to get hot by virtue of 

friction of the air. All that we will leave to the ultra-scientists. It is on the slow 

flying end rather than the fast that I think there is even more to be done. 

 

The ratio between the stalling speed and the top speed of the aeroplane has     

remained pretty constant for many years, with the result that machines are  

touching down on our aerodromes today at well over 100 m.p.h. Nothing will 

persuade me that you are in complete safety in an aeroplane when you kiss the 

ground, so to speak, at that enormous speed. 
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Something has got to be done to reduce the landing speed to a point very much 

lower  than it is today. If that can be managed, then runways can be much 

shorter. There is another very real point in this connexion. Apart from landing, a 

long runway is at present necessary because a ‘plane has to run along the ground 

to around 15 per cent past its stalling speed before it can rise. This means that 

with most heavy aeroplanes, an initial rolling speed of well over 100 m.p.h. is 

necessary before lift is obtained. 

 

With new jet engines coming it looks as if even longer runways will be required 

to accommodate the ‘planes. It has been stated  by the great firm Boeing that 

with one of their new ‘planes at Denver, Colorado, which is 6000 feet high, on a 

hot day with a full load a runway of five miles will be needed!! 

 

We just can’t afford runways of five miles on many aerodromes. Some people 

may try to use these ‘planes on shorter runways and that frankly is impossible. 

The cost involved in constructing aerodromes with such long runways is        

tremendous. There is enough concrete at London Airport already to build a twin 

carriage-way road from London to Edinburgh! 

 

You have all heard about and probably seen pictures of that very remarkable  

apparatus – you can’t call it anything else – nicknamed the Flying Bedstead,  

produced by the Rolls Company. It is a reaction type of machine, the reaction 

from a turbine engine being enough to lift the contraption from the ground verti-

cally. It is surely obvious that in this direction lies the future development of 

landing and take off techniques. One day the ordinary straight, enormously  

powerful jet engine will not be used just to push  the aeroplane forward, but will 

be directed downward at the start to obtain very high lift  at the beginning to help 

the ‘plane to rise with quite a moderate run. 

 

Once airborne all sorts of things could happen. The engine could be swivelled 

round and the power concentrated on forward velocity. For landing the engine 

could be tilted to give a certain amount of lift but also diminish the forward 

speed. Such a development would result in a very great reduction in the size of 

runways and aerodromes. Work along these lines is much overdue. 

 

Development of the helicopter is required, too. I look upon the helicopter as to-

day being in the state of ordinary aeroplanes when Bleriot crossed the channel. A 

great deal of work is necessary to develop such machines. Runways are not 

needed and as a helicopter is able to take off right in the middle of a town, the 

total time taken for many journeys is far shorter, in spite of less flying speed, 

because delays in reaching the one terminal and travelling from the other to 

one’s final destination are cut out. The backroom boys are pressing on with    
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developing the helicopter. 

 

Another important matter concerns traffic regulation at aerodromes – bringing 

‘planes down safely one after the other and sending others off. Often ‘planes 

coming in have to be ‘stacked’ because they can’t all be brought down immedi-

ately. They fly in circles at predetermined heights until instructed to come in. 

Then they are guided by Ground Control Approach, which makes use of a type 

of television screen on which the ‘plane is shown actually approaching the   

aerodrome. I am perfectly certain that new devices of an electronic type are long 

overdue to bring a ‘plane with safety to any aerodrome when visibility is nil. 

Until such devices are developed there will always be the hazards of low clouds 

and fog on landing. 

 

There is also the danger of collision in the air, as happened in America when two 

airliners converged over the desert. There is no equipment on any aeroplane   

today which will inform the pilot of another aircraft in the vicinity. It is, of 

course, very easy to have a collision in two dimensions, on land or on water, but 

it is possible to collide in the air, as we have seen, and this is automatically 

catastrophic. 

 

Evolving new electronic devices of this nature is a field of endeavour where 

there must be a lot more effort. 

 

Finally, there is the very backward science of meteorology, to which I should 

like to see young people attracted. There is a great deal known about weather 

causes, but not enough. What are the great forces which cause the cyclones and 

anti-cyclones which have such an influence upon the weather? The great move-

ments born in the Atlantic are traced and attempts made to forecast which way 

they will travel and what the weather effect will be. But nobody can yet state 

with confidence what are to be the conditions tomorrow from the weather data of 

today. 

 

I realize that young mathematicians and physicists are more attracted to the    

exciting fields of nuclear physics and engineering than to meteorology, but I  

assure you that one day somebody is going to make a tremendous name by dis-

covering the basic laws governing the weather. Completely accurate forecasting 

would be of the utmost value in so many fields, not least in the air. 

 

I have tried to indicate the immense opportunities open to those of imagination 

and technical ability. It is for them to try and solve some of the problems which 

we know perfectly well are capable of solution but yet remain a challenge. The 

air really does need its backroom boys. 
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DISAPPEARING  MEMBERS 
  

I find it very sad that some members, whom I have known for many years and 

who have been members of our Association since leaving 84 Squadron, suddenly 

disappear.  Copies of ‘Scorpion News’ continue to be sent to them but some 

members just disappear without trace.  Brendan Cottrell, our hard-working    

Secretary, does his best to trace them, by email, telephone and letter to their last 

known address, but without success.  On one occasion recently, we were notified 

that a certain member had died six years ago ! 

  

May I ask every member to leave instructions with his or her family, or put a 

note with their Will, requesting that the Association be informed when they 

‘leave this world for a better place’. 

  

I appreciate that, as we become old or ill, some members may no longer be    

interested in reading our magazine.  But please do not die without telling us.  We 

may not be able to do much about it; but we will at least know that the end is 

near and be able to say a prayer for you !    

  

Thank you all. 

  

Arthur Gill 

             

Larnaca Superb Luxury 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom,  

Apartment with Communal Pool 

Discount Offered to Association Members  

Luxury Two Bedroom, Two Bathroom, Second Floor Apartment in  Oroklini 

near Larnaca.  Spacious Sitting Room, Fully Fitted Kitchen, Master Bedroom 

with En-Suite, Twin Bedroom, Main Bathroom, Full Air Conditioning / Heating, 

Large Balcony, Communal Pool.  Sleeps 4 Adults 1 Child on Fold Up plus Baby 

(Travel Cot) or 2 Adults and 3 Children & 1 Baby (Travel Cot) Village location 

and conveniently situated only 20 minutes drive from Larnaca Airport, 10     

minutes drive from Larnaca Town and about two thirds of a mile from the beach.  

Shops and Restaurants are located nearby both in the Village and on the Sea 

Front.  The Apartment is furnished to a high standard and there is allocated    

undercover car parking. Open plan living room / kitchen / dining area, patio 

doors leading on to large balcony. Access by lift or stairs. Balcony overlooks 

pool, sea and mountains.  Plenty of places in the Village with free Wi Fi.                   

For more details contact Jill or Trevor: 

Tel No: 01775-680427 

Email: jill_wright8@btinternet.com 
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Sergeant Maurice Alexander. KESTER - RAF   

Fitter Airframe & Engines  -  1939 - 46 
  
Maurice Kester joined the RAF before WW2 and trained as a fitter on airframes 

and engines.  He joined 84 Squadron in the Middle East and when the Squadron 

was withdrawn from the Western Desert and re-equipped with Bristol 

‘Blenheim’ Mk IVs,  he sailed from Egypt with the ground crews in the ‘Yoma’ 

to the Far East.  In Java,  he was sadly taken prisoner when the Squadron was 

overrun by the superior Japanese forces, after operating for only five 

weeks;  which was a criminal waste of a fine squadron. 

  

Maurice’s strength of character and his will to live, despite the bestial treatment 

he and so many others were forced to endure for nearly four years, enabled him 

to win through and thankfully he was one of the few who survived.  

  

I did not think Maurice would ever die  -  he was always so full of fun, cracking 

jokes and telling amusing stories  -  some true, others maybe not so true.   I was 

so sorry when he was taken into hospital.  A few weeks later, we were very   

saddened when Eileen Small, who befriended Maurice and often visited him, 

phoned me to tell me that he had died in hospital on 16 December 2012.   

  

Maurice left a daughter, Mrs Tracey Clarke, with whom we grieve in her sad 

loss. 

  

Maurice was a great guy and we will miss his friendship and his companionship 

at our reunions. 

  

AMG  

 H.M.S. YOMA Troop Transporter 
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Leading Aircraftman William Gordon MUSSON -  RAF   

Engine Mechanic – 1954 - 55 
  
Gordon Musson and his wife, Joan were great supporters of our Association and 

reunions, and he became a life member.  We were very sorry to hear from Joan 

that he had died on 8 November 2012 at the age of 81.  Sadly, he had suffered 

from cancer for the last few years, which was a great strain on Joan. 

  

Gordon was called up for National Service in November 1952, but decided to 

extend the period to three years in order to learn a trade and earn more money, 

which many young men did during the ‘Cold War’.  After training as an engine 

mechanic at RAF Kirkham, Gordon was posted to 84 Squadron, which was 

based at RAF Abyad in the Canal Zone in Egypt at that time.  

  

After a short stay with the Squadron, Gordon was attached to the Royal          

Engineers and worked with them at the filtration plant, maintaining the water 

supply from the Sweet Water Canal.  He rejoined the Squadron again until 1955. 

  

After Gordon left the RAF, he became an industrial toolmaker and engineer, 

eventually forming his own company ‘trouble-shooting’ in the textile trade. 

  

Gordon became very interested and worked hard with irresponsible, ‘tear-away’ 

young people living in the Leicester area.  Sadly, he eventually found this to be a 

thankless, impossible task and had to give up his work with them. (What are 

their parents doing about this problem?  Maybe, we should bring back some 

form of National service).  Gordon and I had long talks on the telephone about 

this and other problems and he always saw the funny side of any problem.  I 

miss our chats. 

  

Joan and Gordon were also great ballroom dancers, and they won many prizes. 

  

Gordon was cremated at the Gilroes Crematorium on 21 November 2012.  We 

are grateful to Michael Faulkner and Elizabeth, and to Brendan Cottrell (who 

knew Gordon well and served with him on 84 Squadron in Egypt) and Christiane 

Cottrell who, kindly, attended the Humanist funeral service in Leicester, in very 

wet weather. 

  

Our sincere condolences were sent to Joan and her son, Nigel and her daughter, 

Sarah and their families.  We have all lost a great member of our Association. 

  

AMG 
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Flight Lieutenant Alan McLean BLACKBURN –  

MBE DFC  -  RAFVR – 1940 - 44 
  

Alan’s only son, David telephoned me to tell me that his father had died in a care 

home in Cornwall on 15 October 2012.  He had been suffering for some years 

from a kidney problem and loss of memory, and his walking was not good.     

Previously, he had been in a care home in Wakefield, but he had not been happy 

there when I talked to him.  He was 90 when he died. 

  

Alan joined the RAF soon after the outbreak of WW2 and, after training as a  

sergeant wireless operator/air gunner, he joined 84 Squadron in the Middle 

East.  The Squadron moved to Menidi in Greece and, after operating against the 

Germans, who had invaded the country, and were lucky to escape from a little-

known beach on the East coast  -  thanks to the Squadron adjutant, Bernard   

Ashmole, who had lived in Greece before the war and knew the country well. 

  

After being re-equipped with Bristol ‘Blenheim’ Mk1Vs in Iraq, the Squadron 

fought a successful battle against the Germans and Italians in the Western Desert 

in 1941.  Unfortunately, the ‘powers that be’ in Whitehall decided, unwisely, 

that the Squadron should be withdrawn from the desert, back to Heliopolis in 

Egypt, to re-equip with new or reconditioned Blenheim 1Vs, before flying out to 

the Far East.  At first, the plan was to fly to Sembawang airfield on Singapore 

Island, to fight the Japanese who had invaded much of the Far East.  But, whilst 

en route, the first flight was informed whilst in Burma, that Singapore had 

fallen.  So the Squadron was diverted to Palembang, the big Dutch oil centre on 

the East coast of Sumatra. 

  

When Sumatra was overrun by the Japanese forces, Alan was again lucky to  

escape, with his pilot and navigator, by sea to Australia.  Later, Alan rejoined 84 

Squadron in India, when the Squadron was reforming as a dive-bomber squadron 

and re-equipped with the Vultee ‘Vengeance’ (the most-accurate bomber the 

RAF possessed in WW2).  A problem occurred whilst reforming the Squadron, 

because the ‘Blenheim’ had a crew of three; whereas the ‘Vengeance’ had a 

crew of only two.  With many of the other NCO aircrew joining 84 Squadron, 

Alan was commissioned and became my Gunnery Leader.  As such, he was   

responsible for training all the navigators how to operate the machine-guns in the 

back cockpit of the Vengence and how to use the radio.  Likewise, Jimmy 

Hawke, my Australian Navigation Leader, taught all the wireless operator/air 

gunners how to navigate when we were training at RAF Quetta in NW India, 

whilst we were awaiting the arrival of the new dive-bombers from America.. 
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As soon as the Squadron became fully operational, we were ordered to fly to 

Cox’s Bazaar in southern Burma.  But a sudden threat to India occurred when 

Intelligence revealed that a large Japanese fleet was on course to occupy Ceylon 

(renamed Sri Lanka) prior to invading India.   So 84 quickly flew to the RAF 

station at Ratmalana in Ceylon to await the arrival of the Japanese fleet.   Later, 

it was revealed the Japanese had changed their minds and had, instead, invaded 

the Philippines and Borneo and, later, North Australia. 

  

In its long history, operating as a bomber squadron, 84 Squadron’s most success-

ful years, according to many historians, took place during the years it fought as a 

dive-bomber squadron in India and Burma when the mighty Japanese forces 

were, for the very first time, utterly defeated in Burma.  For his part, Alan  

Blackburn was awarded a well-earned DFC.  (Sadly, many of the other          

recommendations for awards to aircrew and to ground staff of 84 Squadron, and 

other units, who had worked so magnificently under such appalling conditions, 

were turned down by Air Marshal Sir Keith Park,  AOC 3rd TAF (shortly to be-

come the Allied Air Commander-in-Chief).   This was a disgrace, and the AOC 

221 Group (AVM Stanley Vincent) was disgusted and said so in print in his 

book ‘Flying Fever’.  The reason for turning down so many well-deserved 

awards will never be known.  Not even a ‘Mentioned in Despatches’ was 

awarded. 

  

After the war ended at last, after nearly seven years, Alan joined Marks and 

Spencer and had a very successful career, becoming one of their top managers, 

such as managing their large shops in Belfast and Marble Arch in London.  For 

this, he was appointed a MBE (Civil Division).  Sadly, Alan’s wife died in 

Wakefield many years ago and was unable to enjoy his success. 

  

Alan became a staunch member of our Association and joined us at most of our 

reunions before he became too ill to attend.  At one time, he always produced 

attractive table seat name-cards for each guest at dinner and a small box of 

chocolates for each lady.  Alan is remembered by so many members and will be 

sadly missed. 

  

AMG Blenheim Mk IV   

being maintained, 

Middle East,  

c. 1942  
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Leading Aircraftman George Lennard MONEY RAF – 

Electrician – 1940 - 46 
  

We were very sorry to hear from George’s daughter, Pamela that he had died on 

5 September 2012 aged 91,  according to the death certificate, of ‘Old Age’. 

  

George volunteered for the RAF in March 1940 and trained as an electrician at 

RAF Henlow.   He was posted to 84 Squadron in October 1940 and went with 

the Squadron to Greece.  When the Germans invaded Greece and joined the Ital-

ians, he escaped with all the others from the beach at Kalamata, thanks to Ber-

nard Ashmole, our Squadron adjutant (who was a professor of archaeologist and 

knew Greece well)  and back to Palestine.  From there, the Squadron reformed at 

RAF Habbaniya in Iraq prior to their next tour of operations in the Western De-

sert in 1941-42. 

  

The Squadron was withdrawn from the desert in January 1942, hastily re-

equipped with new or reconditioned Bristol long-nosed ‘Blenheim’ 1Vs and flew 

out to the Far East just as Singapore was captured by the Japanese.  Each aircraft 

carried two tradesmen in the ‘well’ of the aircraft for the 40 hour flight from 

Egypt via Iraq, Bahrain, Persian Gulf, India, Burma to Sumatra.  The remainder 

of the Squadron sailed from Egypt in the HT ‘Yoma’ to Oosthaven on the south-

ern tip of Sumatra.   

  

After operating against the Japanese forces for five weeks, the Squadron had lost 

all its 24 Blenheims and, of the 605 members of 84 Squadron, only those who 

were left behind in Sumatra, and, later, the CO and his crew of eleven in a ship’s 

lifeboat (who managed to sail to Australia) were saved.  The rest were either 

murdered by the Japanese who invaded Sumatra and Java, or were taken pris-

oner. 

  

George spent over three years of starvation, ill-treatment, beatings and lack of 

medical treatment.  But he survived, after being forced to work on the infamous 

Burmese railway and was one of the 1,200 prisoners who built the bridge over 

the River Kwai, of whom only 720 survived. 

  

When George reached England again in October 1945, he returned to his old 

occupation as an apprentice electrician with Maples, the famous furniture shop 

in Tottenham, London  
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He married Patricia on the 13 July 1946  -  the sixth anniversary of their first 

meeting.  They had two daughters, Susan and Pamela and moved to Harlow in 

July 1960, their 14th wedding anniversary. George became the secretary of a 

group of 28 men who called themselves the ‘Main Line Self Build Housing As-

sociation’, who built 28 houses for themselves in Harlow during their spare 

time  -  evenings, weekends and summer holidays. 

 

When George became a fully-qualified electrician, he worked as an electrical 

design engineer and later started his own very successful business as a consult-

ing engineer doing heating, lighting and ventilation.  His big claim to fame was 

designing all the electrical services for the NatWest Bank’s tower block of of-

fices in London. 

In his spare time, George was involved in the local community and was the 

chairman of the 9th Harlow Scouts and the treasurer of the Harlow Scouts Asso-

ciation for several years.  He was also instrumental in founding the South Hert-

fordshire branch of the Far East POW Association. 

  

Sadly, Pat was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in 1992.  In their early days 

together, Pat and George had made a pact that, if either one of them became in-

capacitated, that person would be nursed at home until the end.  George is the 

only man I know who nursed his wife at home for nine years, for which I greatly 

admired him.  Sadly, after Pat’s death on 1 August 2,000, George would never 

spend another night away from home until 2010 when, after a bad fall, he had to 

move into a care home until he died.  Both Pat and George bequeathed organs 

from their bodies to help others (which we should all do). 

  

George was cremated  on 18 September 2012 after a Humanist service held at 

Parndon Wood Crematorium, Harlow.    Our sincere sympathy was sent to Susan 

and Pamela and their families, from all members of our Association, in their 

great loss.  I often talked to George throughout his ordeal of nursing Pat, when 

we remembered happier times, and we had many a laugh together.  George will 

be missed by many of us, for a long time.  

  

AMG 
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Leading Aircraftman Roland DUNCAN  -  RAF 

Instrument Repairer  -  1940 - 46  
 

We were very saddened to hear from his wife, Joyce that Roland had died on 

Wednesday, 14 November 2012, aged 91, after many years of illness, having 

suffered so badly as a Japanese prisoner-of-war.  In addition to his major internal 

problems, Roland suffered from the loss of sight in his left eye and he became 

deaf in his left ear.  Roland was one of the bravest men I ever knew.  We often 

talked on the telephone and I admired his courage, and his acceptance of his 

fate.  Despite his illnesses, he was always ready to share a joke and enjoyed  

talking about happier times long ago. 

  

Joyce, his ever loving wife, became his carer and nurse, day and night, and his 

guardian angel.  There were times when I became more worried about her, than 

Roland.  In fact, maybe I should not say this, but it would have been kinder to 

her, if Roland had been taken sooner (as we all should, when there is no more 

hope of a recovery). 

  

Roland was born in Leeds and, after leaving school, trained as a                      

goldsmith.   When war was declared in September 1939, Roland volunteered for 

service in the RAF and was trained as an instrument repairer at RAF            

Cranwell.  He was posted to Iraq and joined 84 Squadron at RAF Shaibah.  In 

those good old days, every new arrival was initiated into the Squadron and     

Roland became the very handsome ‘Mayoress of Shaibah’ alongside the Mayor 

of Shaibah and other members of the Council.  These were harmless ceremonies, 

full of fun (unlike those brutal ceremonies held in the Army) and enjoyed by all; 

and they created a relationship for all newcomers to the Squadron forever. The 

tradition of initiation ceremonies were continued throughout the war through the 

days of the Blenheim and the Vengeance bombers; but have since died out.  

  

From Iraq, the Squadron moved first to Egypt, then to Greece to fight the      

German forces who had invaded the country.  From there, Roland with the others 

escaped to Palestine, then to Iraq, before moving back to Egypt and on to the 

Western Desert in 1941, to fight the Germans and Italians again.  The Squadron 

was withdrawn back to Heliopolis to re-equip with new or reconditioned      

Blenheim 1Vs, and hastily flew out to Sumatra, to fight the Japanese who had 

invaded Malaya.  A very short time after the arrival of the Squadron at P1, the 

Dutch airfield at Palembang, the Japanese invaded the whole of the Palembang 

area by air and by sea.  The Squadron continued to operate from P2 airfield,   

hidden in the jungle 42 miles west of the town and the large oil refinery owned 

by the Dutch. 
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Roland, in the meantime, had arrived on the ‘Yoma’ at the port at Oosthaven 

with all the other members of the Squadron; but sailed again for Batavia in 

Java.  The Japanese also invaded Java where, sadly, Roland and so many of the 

others were either killed or were taken prisoner by the Japanese.  I remember 

Roland telling me that, on his 21st birthday, he was very moved when he awoke 

on his bunk in the prison camp at Hokkeido, and he discovered one cigarette had 

been placed on his chest.  Although he did not smoke, a cigarette was more  

valuable than currency, as it could be used to barter for extra food.  It was a  

wonderful birthday present, but he never discovered who had given it to him.    

  

When eventually the war ended in the Far East in 1946, Roland returned home to 

Leeds and became a jeweller.  Later, he married Joyce and they had a son, Keith 

who married Christine, who had three children – Kirsty, Rhona and 

Neil.  Roland bought his own jewellery business in Filey in Yorkshire; but he 

had to retire at the age of 58 due to ill-health. 

  

Our heart-felt condolences have been sent to Joyce and her family, with whom 

we grieve.  Before he died, Roland bequeathed his body to Leeds University for 

medical research.  He will always be remembered as a very gallant                 

gentleman.  A memorial service to remember him was held at a later date. 

  

AMG 

 

RMMV Stirling Castle 

Picture from Wikipedia 

 

Ironically Scrapped in Japan in 1966 
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Aircraftman 1  Albert George Arthur ARNOLD, RAFVR  -

  Wireless Operator  -  1943 - 46 
  
I was very sorry to hear that Albert Arnold had died on Saturday 19th January at 

his home in Catford, South East London, aged 90.  Albert is the very last of my 

450 members of No 84 Dive-Bomber Squadron with whom I have kept in touch, 

by telephone, cards, letters and email, since the end of World War 2.  Indeed, a 

very sad day. 

  

Albert was called-up in March 1942, for service with the RAF in World War 2, 

and was trained at RAF Compton Bassett as a wireless operator.  After his    

training, he sailed on the troopship ‘Stirling Castle’ in October 1942 on a seven 

week ‘cruise’, via Brazil  - avoiding German submarines, to Bombay.  From 

there, he travelled 3,000 miles across India and joined 84 Squadron, which was 

then training its aircrew and ground crews on its 20 new Vultee ‘Vengeance’ 

dive-bombers at RAF Vizagapatam.  From there, Albert travelled with the 

Squadron to Cholavaram near Madras, then to Ratmalana in Sri Lanka to await 

the possible invasion of India by Japanese naval forces.  From there, Albert  

travelled back to India in August 1943  -  to Ranchi and then to Maharajpur to 

train with General Wingate’s 3rd Indian Division  -  the ‘Chindits’; and finally to 

Kumbhirgram to fight the huge Japanese land forces in Northern Burma, which 

was our greatest success in WW2.   

  

The Squadron was a self-contained mobile unit with its own Signals Section 

communicating with various headquarters by coded wireless telegraphy day and 

night, of which Albert was one of the wireless operators.  It was by this means 

that we received our target instructions  -  target location, bomb-load, ‘time over 

target’, and we sent back to HQ the results achieved.  Photographs of the target 

area and the accuracy achieved by our bombs, were then sent by air to No 221 

Group Headquarters as soon as the photographs had been developed in our    

mobile photographic section vehicle (one of our 70 vehicles).  Every man had an 

essential part to play during the long hours we worked, from 0400 to often 

passed midnight.  The first aircraft was often off the ground at 0500 in a         

formation of 12, and the last to land frequently touched-down at dusk. 

  

After Albert’s release from the RAF in October 1946, he rejoined his pre-war 

firm of accountant’s in the City of London, managing the accounts of export 

shipping companies, with whom he served for 49 years until his retirement in 

1986.  During this time, Albert married his devoted Mary, whom we saw at all 

our reunions in England and in Cyprus until her sad death.  They had no        

children, but one of Albert’s nephews, Leslie Sigrist accompanied Albert to 
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some of our reunions and to whom we have sent our condolences.    

  

Albert had a very bad setback in 2010 when he developed double-pneumonia 

whilst on a cruise ship.  He was disembarked from the ship, suffering from heart-

failure and admitted to a hospital in Barcelona, where he was nursed for over a 

month by staff, none of whom spoke a word of English!  From there, he was 

flown back to London but he was not expected to survive the night in Lewisham 

Hospital.  But, being of tough London stock, he survived and enjoyed his last 

two years.  Albert will be sorely missed by many, including my daughter, Jane 

and by myself after such a long friendship. 

  

AMG 

 

                    

 

Leading Aircraftman E.A. “Ted” Ball  FRSA  

DEC. 1947 – AUG. 1948 

 
We are saddened to report the death on the 28th of August last of Ted Ball who 

will be well known to all those who regularly attend our reunions as he too was a 

regular supporter of our gatherings.  He had been in poor health for quite some 

time but he soldiered on uncomplainingly until his peaceful departure in hospital 

with his loving wife Jean at his bedside.  He was 84 years old. 

 

Ted joined the RAF as an apprentice at Halton and joined the squadron as a 

L.A.C. Flight Mechanic (Engines) at Tengah where the squadron was operating 

with Beaufighters.  Following his posting with 84 he spent some time working 

on Catalina Flying Boats in Singapore before returning to the UK and the end of 

his service. 

 

On leaving the RAF Ted worked for some years with an engineering firm in 

London before setting up his own company where he designed and built refuse 

lorries which he sold to several local authorities.  Being of an inventive mind he 

also designed and built one of the first powered road sweepers.  He eventually 

retired at the age of 68. 

 

Our sincere condolences have been sent to Jean on her sad loss. 

 

B C 
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The words go horizontally, vertically and diagonally both up and down.  Enjoy! 

 

If you find more than suggested then please let me know 

Historical Word Search 
 

Just to get the grey matter functioning.  Below you should find most of 84 

Squadron Aircraft plus three additional words.  At least 17 words.  

IAW Association Website. 

W C B A H O O T A N D R O B R P Y T E E 

T H R R C A K L M O O P H A Q A Z X Q F 

D E I T W S F B Z D F V I N C E N T U M 

B F G J M O L H E F T W A D D Z X F V H 

B E A U F I G H T E R R G O F F W D K N 

V I N D A L O O F O R U S V W X Z H R R 

D V D C F V U E F Q D R R E N A E I O E 

V H E R R U J A O E B I A R D S T T N M 

S T R S I W S Q A E F G T V B W M J T Y 

T D V U L T E E V E N G E A N C E G H U 

R V G M E Q D E A H I R Q X C D G L P Y 

A S E D C X R Z L R F I T F V G T W H D 

L K J W H L G F E D S F A E R T Y U N U 

M N B V E C D E T E A F S R D S A I W Q 

B B F Y V S F E T Q A I U I O H W G H J 

L B L U T F S D A E E N D S A L C V F Q 

E N T E R P L E M N F Q E W R C J N Q L 

N R S L H N F W X V G K M I W C G N P I 

H E L I C O P T E R S V H M E Q Q A F T 

E G H C O Q P A F Q V W E M M L U A P I 

I B S Q P M V E G M H F R T V S K O L P 

M O S Q U I T O O N O P E S A X A S L A 

N S W D R E S W H N C Q Q U A H H J E W 
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