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FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

 

This edition of Scorpion News is dominated by articles from our Squadron in 

Cyprus, for which we send our grateful thanks to the Boss.  Indeed I am         

attempting to put pen to paper in the middle of the UK heat wave, and reading 

about the goings on at Akrotiri almost makes me feel at home.  The only things 

missing where I live are the sea and sand; however I made up for that because, 

having had family and grandchildren from Scotland staying this last week, I did 

take them all by train down to visit Brighton pier! 

 

I am fortunate in writing this Foreword to get to read the completed Scorpion 

News before final publication, and it gives me the opportunity to get my word in 

before others, which I unashamedly do now.  The numbers for our annual      

reunion and shindig are slowly rising, but we could do with seeing a lot more of 

you attending over the last weekend in September at the Hallmark Hotel, Derby.  

I believe our Reunion organiser Derek is intending to arrange the traditional   

Saturday coach trip to the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, which is a 

fascinating and poignant venue for anyone with a military background or       

interest.  I am sure many of you will have seen it often on television news and 

commemorative programmes so, if you haven’t already done so, now is the    

opportunity to visit yourselves. 

 

In the last edition of the News I waxed lyrical about the poor state of the 2      

laid-up Squadron Standards in Beaulieu Abbey Church, and what I would like to 

do about it.  In the event I have actually done very little in the intervening 6 

months, but I have been in correspondence with the Vicar and have found a   

needlework expert who does work for the National Trust and might take on the 

repair task.  Despite my exhortations I have received very little feedback from 

the majority of you, so be warned, I intend to put the subject on the agenda at our 

AGM.  Your views, one way or the other on whether we should attempt to repair 

the Standards, plus provision of the inevitable financial burden that will result, 

will be most welcome. 

 

I send greetings to those Association members both in UK and overseas who are 

unable to join us for the AGM.  Whether it be age, infirmity or other inability to 

join us, I do assure you that we regulars at the annual reunion do think of you all, 

and loyally toast you at the dinner.  If you feel like contacting us for any reason, 

particularly if you have a war story or two to tell us, please do so. 

 

That’s enough from me for now.  I hope to see many of you again very soon.  

Please keep in touch whenever you can. 

MC 
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EDITORIAL  

 

I am very pleased that the weather is so hot and beautiful at the moment, it 

should mean that you are all sitting in your gardens dreaming of Cyprus 

and other sunny parts, instead of gnawing at your fingers wondering 

where the Junes edition of Scorpion News is! 

 

The truth is I have been waiting for a couple of special articles to arrive so 

that they could be included, Hooray, text has arrived.  I hope you agree 

that it was worth waiting for?  Also look out for update from the 

sharpend! Looks like we should have new members soon.  The most    

important thing that I can say to you all is please book for the reunion in 

Derby as soon as possible.  The centre pages are detachable and contain 

all the necessary information and can be used as an aide memoir. 

 

To my disappointment you will also find this edition lacking in content as 

we do not appear to have many people willing to offer stories etc for   

publication.  We have one or two contributors but we cant keep using the 

same few.  Also remember that when putting together the magazine it has 

to be in multiples of four pages so if we are one page short then three   

others have to be dropped.  

 

If you have any suggestions as to how the Scorpion News can be          

improved please let us know, even if it is “change the editor”, “make it 

like the Sun” whatever just suggest something?   

 

I am not sure if you realise just how lucky we are having the Aeroventure 

Museum at Doncaster?.  They not only have on display Whirlwind MK 

10, XV-345 and many other items from the Squadrons time in Cyprus but 

they are now embarking upon the restoration of the nose section from 

Blackburn Beverley XL 149 which was also one of 84 Squadrons Aircraft 

out in Khormaksar.  Seen yesterday! another little piece of history.  Wait and 

see. 

I am going to be a pest now and once again suggest that you 

book now for the reunion at Derby before you forget!!  
That includes me. 

Remember  27th / 28th  September!  
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Copyright Issue Reference Poem Published in  

January 2013 edition of Scorpion News. 
 

Below is the text of an email received by me 18 May 2013. 
 

Hello, 
 
I see on the internet that the January 2013 Scorpion News has a poem called ‘I 
Am That Man’. It is actually called ‘The Unkindest Defence Cut Of All’ and was 
written by Peter Wyton [pen name] while he was serving at RAF Wyton in the 
70s. We have no objection to the poem being published on the net etc but it 
must be attributed to the author. Could you ensure that, that is done please. 
More about the author at www.myspace.com/peterwytonpoet  
 
Regards 
L. Fisher 
Peter’s manager. 
 

Not wishing to offend anyone I said I would ensure that Linda’s wishes were 

carried out and that the poem would be attributed to Peter. 

 

 

 

 

Association Memorabilia for Sale 
 

The following items are still available from the Secretary. 

Prices include VAT, postage and packing. 

 

Scorpion Ties (Navy Blue or Maroon)    £7.50 

Cloth Blazer Badges (Black or Navy Background)  £6.00 

Key Rings (With Squadron Badge)     £2.50 

Enamel Lapel Badges       £3.50 

 

Should anyone be interested we can also get Polo Shirts, Silk Ties, 

Hooded Tops for the Cooler Weather, even Baseball Caps??? 

 

Please send enquiries to Trevor. 

http://www.myspace.com/peterwytonpoet
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    Subject: English..... 
 
    here's a good one.... 
 
    No English dictionary has been able to adequately 
    explain the difference between COMPLETE and 
    FINISHED. However, in a recent linguistic conference 
    held in London and attended by some of the best 
    linguists in the world Samsundar Balgobin, a 
    Guyanese, was the clear winner. His final challenge 
    was this: 
 
    Some say there is no difference between “COMPLETE” 
    and "FINISHED". Please explain the difference 
    between COMPLETE and FINISHED in a way that is 
    easy to understand. 
 
    Here is his astute answer: 
    "When you marry the right woman, you are 
    COMPLETE. But, when you marry the wrong woman, 
    you are FINISHED. And when the right one catches 
    you with the wrong one, you are COMPLETELY 
    FINISHED!" 
 
    His answer was received with a standing ovation 
    lasting over 5 minutes. 
 
 

REQUEST FOR HELP PLEASE! 
 

I was wondering if any of the Association members might be able to help with a quest?     

I have been tasked to find some information about a Mayle having served on 84     

Squadron  during the 1960s.  The current CBF Cyprus has a connection with his son and 

would be interested to find out more about him.  Would you or anyone on the Associa-

tion have any info on the person please? 

 

Flt Lt Gareth E Cone 

Pilot 84 Squadron 

 

Please send any information to Trevor and it will be forwarded to Gareth. 
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New Hooters 
 

Welcome: 
 

KEN McLEOD joined us on the 10th May.  He served with the squadron as a  

squadron Clerk from September, 1968 to October, 1969, when the squadron was 

operating from Sharjah with Andovers. 

 

Ken had a full career with the RAF during which time he served at Benson, 

Changi, HQ RAF (Germany) at Laarbruch/Rheindahlen, HQ 1Group at Bawtry 

and two postings to the MOD.  On leaving the RAF in July, 1982 Ken worked as 

a Civil Servant in the D of E in Doncaster.  On retirement in 2001 Ken moved 

back to his native Scotland and now lives in Edinburgh. 

 

GRAHAM GOOSEY expressed an interest in joining us in July last year and 

has finally been “reeled in” at last on 23 May!  He has served two tours with the 

Squadron firstly as a Sgt. Winchman on Whirlwinds 1978 – 80 and then as a    

Master Aircrew on the Wessex 1990 – 94.  Graham trained as an aircraft        

apprentice at Halton 1969 – 71 before serving at Bicester on 71 M.U.  He served 

with 99 squadron on Britannias before SAR with 22 Squadron and 84 Squadron.  

Graham also had a period of service with the Irish Coastguard and as an         

Instructor at RAF Valley.  He now lives in Anglesey. 
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What it must be like? 

A RAF Group Captain was about to start the morning briefing to his staff.  

Whilst waiting for the coffee machine to finish its brewing, the Group  

Captain decided to pose a question to all assembled.  He explained that his 

wife had been a bit frisky the night before and he failed to get his usual 

amount of sound sleep.  He posed the question of just how much of sex 

was "work" and how much of it was "pleasure" 

 

A Wing Commander chimed in with 75-25% in favour of work. 

 

A Squadron Leader said it was 50-50%. 

 

A Flight Lieutenant responded with 25-75% in favour of pleasure,        

depending upon his state of inebriation at the time. 

 

There being no consensus, the Group Captain turned to the Corporal  

who was in charge of making the coffee. 

 

What was his opinion? 

 

Without any hesitation, the young Corporal responded, "Sir, it has to be  

100% pleasure." 

 

The Group Captain was surprised and, as you might guess, asked why? 

 

"Well, sir, if there was any work involved, the officers would have me  

doing it for them." 

 

The room fell silent. 
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VISIT TO YPRES NOVEMBER 2012 

Introduction.  During WW1 in 1917 my then 18-year old father as a member of 

the Expeditionary Forces served in the Army Service Corps on the Somme.    

Suffering with severe breathing problems he was repatriated as ‘No longer fit for 

war service’.  He passed away in 1966; diagnosis ‘Lung cancer, attributable to 

war service, most likely cause gas’.  As a tribute on Armistice Day 2009 in 

Ypres Margery and I each wearing our father’s medals, attended the morning 

Roman Catholic Cathedral Remembrance Service, then marched to and attended 

the Menin Gate Wreath Laying Ceremony.  It was such an emotional and  

memorable experience that we both decided to return.  Thus in 2012 we booked 

a similar 4-day coach Remembrance Tour to Ypres (Note), but this time one  

operated by The Royal British Legion (RBL).  Unlike the 2009 visit when we 

had an excellent tour guide but in the main left to our own resources, the RBL 

tour was very efficiently run by a team of four, namely Martyn Tighe (RBL 

Rep.), Ralph Cox (Standard Bearer), Bob Crabb (TA Medic & Nurse) and Lt Col 

Peter McLelland OBE Retired (WW1 Historian and Guide). 

 

Note: Though Leper is the Dutch and only official name, the French Ypres is 

most commonly used in English for its role in WWI, when Belgian maps still 

named Flemish cities only by their French names. 

 

Day One.  On the 9th November we were whisked away from Didcot by feeder 

taxi and coach to join our luxury tour coach at Dover Ferry Passenger Terminal.  

Following introductions we boarded our ferry late afternoon in time to have a 

very good quality evening meal.  Taking in to account the two drivers, four RBL 

team and only ten passengers (including us); sixteen on a forty-seater luxury 

coach we were going to be and were very comfortable!  Following arriving at 

Calais early evening we made good time and booked in at the B&B Best Weston 

Hotel Alize at Mouscron in Belgium a couple of hours later; an excellent hotel.  

En route we watched a suitable video (Dad’s Army) and were briefed as to the 

content of the tour. 

 

We were five small family groups; ages ranging from 11 to 84 (birthday whilst 

on tour)!  Each group had a quest to find the final resting place and/or            

information of a lost family member.  Three of Margery’s distant Cornish    

cousins were Royal Engineers (RE) assigned to different Tunneling Companies; 

each being about 5 ½ feet tall, in their 30s-40s and having a background of tin 

mining.  Peter had researched and found answers for us all; for Margery one of 

three, but in fact we discovered two of them and the location of the third.  RBL 

had provided poppy posies and crosses for each group, and as each group laid 
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the posy and cross a full RBL Remembrance Service was conducted with     

Standard and reading of the appropriate Regimental Collect by Martyn.  Peter 

also ensured that we all had an input to each Service as both Margery and I did 

by reading appropriate poems (e.g. “In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae, May 

1915) as each Service was conducted.  I have included Margery’s story, and one 

other because it is linked to a previous article of mine. 

 

Day 2. Eager to be on our way and urged by Peter to be on time we were early to 

breakfast, and what a treat it was; an excellent hot and cold buffet and plenty of 

it!  We were greeted by a very cold, dismal wet morning which unfortunately we 

‘enjoyed’ for our entire visit.  That day we visited fourteen military sites 

(cemeteries and memorials) fortunately ‘refueling’ with a most welcome lunch 

and hot drink.  It soon became obvious that Peter was a very firm taskmaster and 

the pace he set, his effort in doing so and knowledge was quite amazing.  At the 

end of the very full day we returned to our hotel and went out to a local          

restaurant for an excellent evening meal and of course, a drink or two! 

 

The first site visited was The Island of Ireland Tower (nicknamed The Irish 

Peace Memorial) at Messines where Protestant and Catholic Irish regiments 

fought side‑by‑ side.  It is here that I recall the first of the five stories.  One of 

the groups I described was an elderly couple from Northern Ireland, and here 

they were looking for details of a family member known to have fallen in this 

battle.  They were taken to view the ‘hard copy’ register of the fallen that is   

retained in the Tower and did find his name.  A Remembrance Service followed, 

poppy posy and cross laid and Collect read.  Shortly afterwards I asked them 

what they thought of the recent visit to Northern Ireland by Her Majesty the 

Queen (HM); absolutely wonderful they said.  I then asked them if they          

remembered HM’s visit in 1977 which they both did.  I told them that I was on 

HMS Fife with a colleague supporting the two helicopters of The Queen’s Flight 

for that visit; which they also remembered particularly Fife and Britannia being 

moored offshore.  Then out of the blue, Martyn informed us that during that visit 

he was onshore involved in clearing the streets for HM’s visit!  It’s a small 

World. 

 

Later in the day it was Margery’s turn at Cambrin Military Cemetery.  Peter on 

her behalf was looking for two distant cousins (Robert and James) but quite by 

accident a third was discovered: 

 

 Sapper 104938 Robert Glasson died 27th September 1916,175 Tunneling 

Company, Royal Engineers, Ecoivres Military Cemetery at Mon-St. Eloi (not on 

our itinerary). 
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 Sapper 132199 James Thomas Glasson died 10th December 1915, 251    

Tunneling Company, Royal Engineers, Cambrin Military Cemetery. (See Notes). 

 

 Sapper 112521 John Thomas Glasson died 22nd September 1916, 251     

Tunneling Company, Royal Engineers, Cambrin Military Cemetery. (See Notes). 

  

Notes:  Both of the cousins found at Cambrin were shown as J T Glasson with 

no further details except Service numbers.  Textural information found          

completed the details of both James Thomas and John Thomas.  Where more 

than one Headstone is found close together it denotes that the remains of all 

were found and died together (Fig 1).  We understand that all Margery’s cousins 

died whilst in the tunnels. 

 

A Remembrance Service followed, poppy posy and cross laid and Collect read 

for the grave of James Thomas Glasson that had been identified by Peter.       

Following this service one of our colleagues quite by accident found the grave of 

John Thomas Glasson and a similar Remembrance Service followed (Fig 2).  

Later we also visited the Tunnellers Memorial at Givenchy-lès-la-Bassée. 

 

 

  

 

Fig 1  James T Glasson 

 

Margery with  

L to R, Ralph, Martyn, Bob.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig 2  John T Glasson 
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Day 3.  Early breakfast and start at 07:45 today; Armistice Day but still dismal, 

cold and wet!  Both dressed for such an occasion including medals, we were 

soon on route to Ypres to firstly attend the very emotional and memorable     

Service of Remembrance in St Georges Memorial Church, where RBL had re-

served us seats.  The congregation was of mainly serving and retired servicemen 

and women, many in uniforms and a splendid turnout. 

 

As soon as we left Church, 

Peter seeing the Parade 

ready to march off to the 

Menin Gate for The Wreath 

Laying Ceremony, ushered 

us quickly so that we could 

take our reserved places.  

This was a bonus as we were 

sheltered from the poor 

weather and could clearly 

hear and witness the events. 

Following the excellent and 

interesting ceremony we 

climbed the steps to the side 

of the Gate and out into warm sunshine, to look at the mass of personal poppies 

and wreaths laid in memory of family and friends.  Soon I was approached by a 

young foreign gentleman who asked if he could have his photo taken with me, I 

happily obliged.  With the sun shining on me I felt quite righteous. 

 

Peter then ushered us back to the town centre for a couple of hours; most       

importantly to ‘ease springs’ and enjoy a relaxed lunch and a hot drink to warm 

up.  Then at 18:00 back on the coach to be taken to a lovely venue outside Ypres 

for a splendid dinner, and wine of course!  Then back to Ypres for 20:00 to    

attend the very emotional Last Post Ceremony; once again being undercover and 

able to witness and hear the events.  Finally return to hotel via the illuminated 

and very eerie monument of The Brooding Soldier. 

 

Day 4. Sadly the last day of a memorable, emotional tour but not quite the end 

yet!  Normal morning routine plus booking out and we on our way to Calais.  

But not without two more visits on the way.  Quite amazingly we had visited 

twenty military cemeteries (including five personal visits) as well as attending all 

of the ceremonies in Ypres on Armistice Day. 
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At the final cemetery a very moving and surprising personal Service and       

presentation of a different kind; Martyn presented the youngest member of the 

group a girl Milly aged 11 with an RBL memento.  Following with a short 

speech he quite correctly told her that her generation now had the responsibility 

to remember those that have and will pay the ultimate sacrifice in defence of our 

Country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig 4.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front Row – L to R.  Margery, 2nd Birthday girl, 5th Milly holding memento. 

Rear Row – L to R. Me, 6th Peter. 

 

Then to Calais to say our fond goodbyes and change to our feeder coaches, board 

the ferry for Dover and then final leg of our journey home to sunny Didcot! 

 

Conclusion. Peter (worth a Google on him) was and is quite an amazing WW1 

Historian and Guide with a great sense of humour; both of us enjoying a bit of 

good old fashioned service banter, much to the amusement of the rest of the 

group.  What was amazing was his ability to ‘hold water’ second only to a 

camel, between breakfast and lunch in very cold and wet conditions whilst the 

rest of us had tears in our eyes and ….say no more!  Will we return? Hopefully 

yes, but as individuals staying in Ypres and when HM visits in 2014; 100th     

anniversary of the start of WW1. 

 

John ‘Willy’ Welch 
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The Barracuda Restoration Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A deal has been signed between the Kiltech Vehicle Protection Ltd (KVPL) 

Bluebird Project Team to handle the restoration of what will   become the worlds 

only complete Barracuda torpedo bomber.  With over 2500 aircraft built, the 

Fairy Barracuda was the Royal Navy’s most prolific aircraft during WW2 yet 

unlike other aircraft of its era, none were retained for posterity.  Says Dave   

Morris Curator of Aircraft.  “We have been collecting sections of Barracuda 

since the early 1970’s.  We were able to rebuild the nose section a few years ago, 

but now, through the revolutionary restoration methods developed by the     

Bluebird Project Team, the process of identification and restoration of the rest of 

the aircraft has become feasible” 

 

Parts will be transferred to KVPL’s workshop in Newcastle where they will   

undergo a unique process involving softening, straightening, stretching and    

reforming of each crumpled piece. The process was developed for the restoration 

of Donald Campbell’s Bluebird K7, which was retrieved from the depths of 

Coniston Water in 2001 following the tragic accident in 1967 when he lost his 

life in a water speed record attempt.  Interestingly for aviation enthusiasts, this 

model was powered by a Bristol Orpheus jet Engine from the Folland Gnat.   

The Bluebird Project Team relies on a workforce of highly skilled volunteers.  

However additional funding of some £60,000 is required to complete the main 

task of rebuilding the fuselage of the aircraft. 

“...As if a gigantic crime scene was being investigated.” The remains of the Barracuda as 

displayed at the Fleet Air Arm Museum Open Day in November 2012. 
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The contract agreement was announced on 27 October by the Museum’s        

Director Graham Mottram and KVPL’s Technical Director Bill Smith.           

Extensive work on the Barracuda will begin when Bluebird is completed, which 

is hoped to be some time next year.  It is estimated that the Barracuda project 

will take some five years to complete and once restored the aircraft will form 

part of the National Collection. 

 

The announcement was made at the Museums Reserve Collection Open Day, 

where the crumpled pieces of Barracuda taken from as many as six wartime 

crash sites can be seen positioned as if a giant crime scene was being              

investigated.  Those who attended the January talk will have heard more from 

David about this, and other restoration projects and there will be more updates 

on the progress of the Barracuda restoration in future issues. 

 

The above article has been taken from Jabberwock No 70 dated February 2013, 

The Journal of the Society of Friends of the Fleet Air Arm Museum, RNAS   

Yeovilton with there permission. 

 

I include this because I thought some of our more senior members might be   

interested and that also Brian Dixon and myself have been involved with the   

Bluebird Restoration Project.  For more information on Bluebird restoration 

visit: www.bluebirdproject.com/k7 

 

Not a beautiful aircraft - Barracuda MK 2 in flight.  The high set tailplane and distinctive 

Fairy Youngman flaps - dive brakes can clearly be seen 
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84 Squadron Association Annual Reunion  

 

Hallmark Hotel, Derby    

27/28th September 2013 
 

The 2013 reunion is arranged as stated above.  The Hallmark Hotel is the       

renamed Midland Hotel that we used for a number of years. 

 

You will find within this issue of Scorpion News overleaf a booking form.  We 

have been trying to avoid placing all your personal details on a single piece of 

paper in this day of widespread fraud but all hotels seem to be forcing customers 

to do so.  My recommendation is that you actually phone the hotel (01332 

345894) and carry out your own bookings this way, rather than entrust all the 

card details to a piece of paper that could go astray.  If you do this it might be a 

good idea to use the form as an aide de memoire  

(or shove it on the kitchen wall). 

 

The format for the weekend is unchanged from our usual reunion weekend; 

 

Friday evening – Meet and Greet. 

 

Saturday morning coach trip (about 10-00), afternoon AGM (about 1600) and 

evening ‘The Banquet’. 

 

Sunday after breakfast – Farewell until next year. 

 

Please note my change of email at the front of the SN should you wish to contact 

me. 

 

Derek Whittaker, 

84 Squadron Reunion Organiser. 
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BOOKING FORM  

Please Detach Pages 16&17 

84 Squadron Association Annual Reunion 

Hallmark Hotel Derby 27th – 29th September2013 

 
 

Rates are £60 per person to include Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 
 

Please Specify the Following Information: 

Arrival Date:................................................................................................................... 

Number of Nights:......................................................................................................... 

Room Type (Please Circle): Single (for 1 guest), Double (for 2 guests) or Twin (for 2 

guests) 

Please Detail any Special Requests:................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................................ 

......................................................................................................................................... 

......................................................................................................................................... 

Guests Name:   
  
  
  

Address:   
  
  
  
  
  
  

Telephone 
Number: 

  
  
  

Email Address:   
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Please Provide Card details to Guarantee Your Reservation (Card acts as a   

guarantee against non-arrival and late cancellation, no funds will be taken from 

your account at this stage) 

 
 

For Guests Attending the Dinner Only: 

Number of Guests:................................................................ 

 

The cost for each guest attending the Dinner is £25 per person. 

 

 
 

Please complete the form and return to: 

The Reservations Department 

Hallmark Hotel Derby 

Midland Road 

DE1 2SQ 

Tel: 01332 345894 Fax: 01332 293522 

Email: derby.reservations@hallmarkhotels.co.uk 

The Reservations Department will then respond with a confirmation of your            

booking  via post or email. 

 

Credit/Debit Card Number: 
  

  

Expiry 
Date: 

  
  

3 Digit Security Code :   

Guest Signature:   
  

Date:   

mailto:derby.reservations@hallmarkhotels.co.uk
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OC 84 Squadron 

‘View From The Top’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Cyprus to all of you UK-based Scorpions.  Life is great on 84 

Sqn and has taken turn for the better.  My big news is that the Sqn, after years of 

being undermanned, has just hit full manning. 

 

As I mentioned, in my last missive, we have been critically short of crewmen 

and also the chaps have been carrying a number of injuries which had reduced 

our numbers even further.  This has meant that, at times, we have had to cut 

down on some of our SAR trg. The issue of injuries is unfortunately cause by the 

Griffin itself.  Despite being a very reliable ‘cab’, the Griffin’s cabin height is 

simply not big enough for the crewmen to stand-up straight; proper lifting tech-

nique is just not possible.  So as the chaps are hauling around stretchers and lift-

ing ‘survivors’ off and on the winch, their backs get a real battering.  But it is 

getting better.  We are doing some bespoke physio and the extra numbers in the 

crewman cadre means that the work is being spread out. 

 

Now whilst we have increased our crewmen numbers up to 8 (4 winchmen and 4 

winch operators), our pilot numbers have decreased down to 5.  The fall-out is 

that 84 Sqn is no longer providing regular night SAR standby.  Of course, if 

there is a big night exercise or an airborne unit is mad enough to do night jumps, 

then 84 Sqn ‘stands to.’  Despite the changes and issues I have highlighted, we 

managed to pull off a record flying year of 1200 hours: a huge achievement for 

our current size.  The lads have been flying hard! 
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On people front, we have welcomed 4 new crewmen: MAcr Mark Stevens from 

Boulmer, Flt Sgt Andy Leonard from Chivenor, Sgt ‘Coops’ Cooper from 33 

Sqn, and Sgt Mikey Chandler from 230 Sqn in Benson.  This brings me on to 

more good news.  On the last promotion board we had great success with both 

Andy Leonard and ‘Vern’ Vernon being promoted to MAcr: very well deserved.  

Vern is now taking over as the Rearcrew Leader (Sqn Warrant Officer in old 

money) and is ensuring the chaps are keeping their sideboards trimmed and 

boots polished. 

 

Also new to the Sqn is Flt Lt Gareth ‘Conehead’ Cone.  Conehead is doing a 

great job acting as 84 Sqn ‘Public Relations Officer’ and the Sqn Association 

Rep.  He has signed us all up for the Association and will keep you all abreast of 

Sqn happenings.  On that note, if anyone has any inquiries or specific questions 

please feel free to contact him: BFC-84SqnPilot4@mod.uk 

 

Lastly, I would like to mention how privileged we were to have Mike and Liz 

Faulkner come to visit and join-in on a Sqn BBQ.  We really enjoyed seeing 

them and showing-off what the Sqn has been up to. If any of you are travelling 

out this way, we would be honoured to roll-out the red carpet, swap some tales 

of derring-do, and share a drink or two in the Scorpy Inn.  Even though it is start-

ing to get hot out here and the forest-fires are sparking-up, the beer is always 

cold at 84 Sqn!!!  We’d love to see you. 

 

Hoot and Roar!  

84 Squadron, Spring 2013 

 

Squadron life has continued to be as busy and varied as ever since our last article 

for the Scorpion News. As an illustration of the diversity of life on the mighty 84 

Sqn I thought I would include some extracts from the Sqn 540 for the year so 

far: 

mailto:BFC-84SqnPilot4@mod.uk
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22 February - The CO’s Cup continued with the Basketball event. 84 Sqn fielded 

their best men and the team were full of high aspirations.  The team consisted of 

Sgt Shawn Clark (the Capt), Cpl Dave Walton (the Pouncer), Fg Off Mark  

Huffman (I’m holding, and after last night, I’m barely alive), Flt Lt Wilders (the 

Dribbler) and some chaps from COSU making up the numbers.  The only slight 

problem was that they drew the American team in the first round, what where the 

chances of that? It would be fair to say that the Team never quite recovered from 

the first round drubbing by the Harlem Globe Trotters, who appeared to be    

toying with them.  Indeed despite Flt Lt Wilders’ best effort, as the only player 

over 5’8’’, they went on to lose all of their 3 matches. 

 

2 March - OC 84 Sqn and FS Clark conducted a prisoner transfer to Dhekalia. 

This went smoothly and the crew returned to Akrotiri without further incident. 

However a week later the crew were informed that the prisoner was claiming 

that he had been assaulted during the transfer.  Both the crew were interviewed 

and disputed this claim.  Flying with the boss, of course we all have to put up 

with hearing his Chinook war stories and how, when in Canada, he would go out 

and shoot bears before breakfast, but this really can’t be called assault.  In the 

event the prisoner had a history of escaping custody and was seemingly trying 

anything to wriggle out of his charges. 

 

6 March – 84 Sqn were tasked to respond to the first fire of the year, which was 

just to the north west of the Salt Lake.  Two A/C were deployed; OC 84 Sqn 

with Sgt Clark and Flt Lt Glasby with Sgt Loughridge and the crews dropped 

water for approx 1 hour and were successful in extinguishing the fire before it 

too got out of control. 

13 March -Today saw the last flight of Flt 

Lt Dave Hammond after 3 and a half years 

on 84 Sqn and over 2800 hours flying in 

the RAF mainly during 2 tours on Pumas 

in Northern Ireland and at Benson.  Flt Lt 

Hammond is off to RAF High Wycombe to 

become the flight safety officer and to see 

his time out before he joins the cushy life 

of the civilian airlines.  Flt Lt Hammond 

and his wife Sophie will be sorely missed 

by all on the Sqn and we wish them both 

well for the future.  As an aside Sophie and 

Dave announced, just before they left, that 

she is expecting child no 3 in Oct 13 so 

best of luck Dave you will need that airline 

              pay! 
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21-28 March - The financial crisis hit Cyprus in Mar.  It would seem that the 

banks had grown too big on Russian money and had subsequently invested it 

into the Greek banking system which collapse rather dramatically.  The banks 

were closed, local shops had stopped accepting card payments and cash points 

were only offering limited cash withdrawals the local economy.  84 Sqn found 

themselves being tasked, on a number of occasions, to fly cash, which had 

been flown into Cyprus from the UK, around the WSBA & ESBA in order to 

pay the Locally Employed Contractors (LECs) and keep money in the Forces 

Post Offices in order that that forces families could have access money them-

selves. 

 

2 April - A body was found in a burnt out vehicle on Lady’s Mile beach.  The 

Sqn was tasked to fly the body to the Dhekalia Medical Reception Centre.  The 

crew were Flt Lt Wilders and Sgt Clark who were the 3rd crew that day.        

Co-incidentally FS Vernon had just produced a Standard Operating Procedure 

to move bodies the previous week which proved to be invaluable to such a  

sensitive task.  The funeral directors delivered the casket to the A/C for       

onward delivery.  It then became apparent that this van would be racing off to 

Dhekalia in order to receive the body off the A/C at the other end for onward 

delivery.  In the event the driver was told by the SBA Police to go to the wrong 

Helicopter Landing Site.  The Griffin landed at DHK and whilst there was an 

ambulance there to meet them to move the body the 100m to the Reception 

Centre, the SBA Police insisted that the crew await the Funeral Director to find 

the correct HLS which took him best part of an hour! 

 

2 April - Sqn training continued with an extra emphasis on the Bambi work 

with the Fire Fighting season coming up.  This month saw the last sortie of Flt 

Lt JM David.  He completed a Low Level Nav route some work in the     

mountains followed by General Handling and some Instrument Flying.  He 

was greeted on his return by the rest of the Sqn and his family.  Following a 

soaking from the Engineers he was handed a glass of champagne and formally 

stood down from duties.  JM now moves on to Staff College before taking up 

an Ops post at RAF Odiham as a brand-new Sqn Ldr.  We wish him and his 

family all the best and as an aside JM is keen to return to 84 Sqn as a future 

OC in the future. 

 

13 April - Flt Lt Cone and FS Scurr flew in support of Ex Lion Star 1          

deploying 30 troops from FOB Spartan in Episkopi to a landing site in the 

Lima training areas 5 miles to the NE.  This challenging exercise was designed 

to attract new recruits to 6th Battalion, The Rifles (6 RIFLES) and the wider 

TA, which is planned to grow from 19,000 to 30,000 by 2018, as well as retain 

those currently serving with the unit.  It was also focused on enabling these TA 



Scorpion News 

24 

soldiers to learn new skills such as helicopter insertions and amphibious       

landings, both of which the reservists from 6 RIFLES – who normally work in 

offices, schools, supermarkets or in hospitals – experienced on the same day; 

storming a beach and swooping into land on a sun-baked cornfield alongside a 

Fire Support Group from 1 RIFLES on a search and find operation. 

 

26 Apr - 84 Sqn played a significant part in a Dining in Night at the Officers 

mess to celebrate 70 years of the Dambuster raid.  The Sqn deployed the Sqn  

silver with tankards of beer on the table with top-ups throughout the evening, 

obviously ensuring that Commander British Forces and the significant guests 

were included. Flt Lt Cone was dined in by way of a witty poem, written by OC 

84 and Fg Off Buffman played a storming role as Mr Vice.  Buffman ended the 

dinner with a Dambusters race around the tables where one had to stop for a pint, 

spin round a pole 10 times and then smash a wooden dam at the end.  A cracking 

evening, at which the Sqn demonstrated the true ‘Hoot & Roar’ spirit to the 

whole Mess. 

 

May – June -The Red Arrows arrive for Exercise Spring Hawk, the Red Arrows 

work up training which lasts for 6 weeks.  Flying 3 waves a day 84 Sqn are on 

15 mins notice to move to respond to any incident that could occur whilst they 

are flying.  In addition, 84 Sqn will conduct training winching the aircrew and      

engineers out of the sea during the Reds annual dinghy drills, where they       

practise sea survival. 

 

2 May – The Sqn received a call to say a serviceman had fallen from the     

southern cliffs at Akrotiri and had suffered severe injuries.  Rescue 50, flown by 

Flt Lt Cone, FS Scurr and Sgt Carrington extracted the injured man from the 

base of the cliffs and delivered him to Limassol General Hosp. It turns out it was 

a Merlin engineer who was tomb stoning off the cliffs for fun.  Ironically he was 

from Flt Lt Cone’s previous unit, who was out in Cyprus during a transit to    

Jordan. 

 

20 June – 84 Sqn respond to a huge fire just by Kophinou.  The 2 84 Sqn Grif-

fins joined 2 Ukrainian Helix, 2 fixed wing and a Cypriot Police helicopter all      

operating in a very small piece of airspace.  84 Sqn flew 14 hours over 2 days to 

assist extinguishing the fire which allegedly was started deliberately. 
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11 July – 84 Sqn flew the Minister for Armed Forces, the Rt Hon Mr Robathan, 

during his visit to Cyprus.  Flt Lt Glasby and Sgt Clark also took the opportunity 

to show him around the aircraft and explain the Sqn capabilities and foibles of 

operating in the Cyprus conditions.  

 

So as you can see life on 84 Sqn is busy and varied, no 2 days are ever the same. 

One thing that shines through is that the Squadron spirit and ethos is as strong 

today as it ever was. 84 Sqn is in safe hands…”Hoot & Roar!” 

Wessex Move 

 
Our once illustrious Wessex fleet here on 84 Sqn has disappeared around the 

globe when they reached their life ex and were replaced by the Griffin HAR2. 

All except for one: XR504.  She is currently residing outside General Duties 

flight here at RAF Akrotiri where it has been neglected, fallen foul of the harsh 

climate and a lack of general maintenance.  Under direction from the Station 

Commander and OC 84, XR504 is going to be restored to its former glory and 

transferred to its rightful place outside 84 Sqn. It will become a fantastic Gate 

Guardian to our Sqn, a reminder of our history and heritage and serve as a small 

memorial garden to those that have been tragically lost whilst serving on 84 Sqn. 

The project I’m sure will be long and arduous, however all here on the Sqn are 

looking forward to having the mighty Wessex as a proud reminder of the    

amazing heritage of RAF Akrotiri and, moreover, 84 Sqn and as a fitting tribute 

to all who have served. 
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Aircraftman 1  Albert George Arthur ARNOLD, RAFVR  -

  Wireless Operator  -  1943 - 46 
 

Albert’s death was announced in the last magazine just before it was              

published.  Since then, Albert’s funeral took place at Hither Green Crematorium 

on the 15th February 2013.  The service was arranged by Albert’s nephew,    

Lesley Sigrist and attended by family members, friends and members of the RAF 

Association.  We are very grateful to our Chairman, Mike Chapple who travelled 

from his home by train to London, to represent the Squadron and the              

Association.  On his coffin, were Albert’s RAF cap and his medals.  The music 

included ‘Nimrod‘, ‘We’ll meet again’ and the ‘RAF march past’. 

  

I know that Albert would have been pleased that he received such a thoughtful 

‘send off’ and would have felt very honoured that one of us should have made 

the effort to be there.  Members will be pleased to know that Albert left a       

donation in his will to our Association.  This was a very generous gesture and 

shows how much Albert thought of his days with the Squadron in India and 

Burma, and the friends he made during those difficult years and since. 

  

AMG 

OC HOLA 

‘View From The Bottom’ 

Recent months have seen the rise of a new and secretive club 

on 84 Sqn.  Inspired by the deeds of the Flying Officers    

Liberation Army in Northern Ireland, OC 84 has founded 

HOLA, the Holding Officers Liberation Army.  Made up of 

lost young heroes who have managed to avoid carrying 

briefcases for senior officers and instead have found their 

way to the golden shores of Cyprus, HOLA is charged with 

maintaining the morale of the Sqn.  They fulfil this sacred 

duty by maintaining the ethos and history of the Sqn,        

providing entertainment at the many functions that take 

place around the base, and generally getting up to ‘no good.’ 

While membership is limited to a select few, those up to the 

challenge may earn the coveted status of Combat Ready 

(Kebab), conferred by OC HOLA on to those who manage to see away five of 

Chris’s Kebabs best pork chops in one sitting.  The prized HOLA badge and the 

members who wear it have become a frequent sight around RAF Akrotiri, 

whether it be carrying out tasks as OC 84’s right hand men, or simply keeping 

vigilant watch on the bases many beaches and bars. 
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Sergeant Pilot Kenneth Lister DFC  RAF  -  1941 – 42 
  

Ken Lister joined 84 Squadron in Iraq in 1941 and served with the Squadron, 

flying Bristol ‘Blenheim’ Mk 1s at Mosel.  From there, he flew to the Western 

Desert, before flying out to Sumatra in one of the 24 ‘Blenheim IVs’.  Ken     

discovered that his aircraft became unstable if he lowered his flaps fully prior to 

landing.  But, by using only a third of the flaps, he was able to land safely.  He 

wrote this in the aircraft’s log-book and warned his ground crew.  Despite that, 

another pilot did not read this warning or was not briefed, when he flew Ken’s 

‘Blenheim’ in Sumatra.  Whilst trying to land the aircraft after a flight, the pilot 

crashed it  -  killing himself and his aircrew. 

  

When the Squadron was overrun by superior Japanese forces, Kenneth was one 

of the 132 survivors who escaped on the ‘Yoma’ back to India.  Here I was given 

the command of 84 Squadron, and I recommended Kenneth and many others for 

commissions, which were granted.  When the Squadron re-equipped with Vultee 

‘Vengeance’ dive-bombers at RAF Vizagapatam, Ken decided that he did not 

like the look of the ‘Vengeance’ and requested a posting!  This was approved 

and he was posted to No 34 Squadron, equipped with Hawker ‘Hurricane’ 

fighter-bombers in Burma.  After completing three operational tours, he was 

awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross. 

  

Back in England, Kenneth became a flying instructor on ‘Meteors’, Vampires’ 

and ‘Canberras’ and, finally, as a wing commander, he was a permanent      

President of Courts Marshal.  After retiring from the RAF, he became the       

administration manager of the Road Transport Industry Training Board. 

  

Kenneth married Mollie and they had a daughter, who sadly died in 2004, and a 

son.  For years they lived in York and finally moved to Weymouth.  Ken was a 

keen golfer but he had to give this up, and attending our reunions, when he    

developed emphysema and bronchitis.  He sadly died on 3rd March 2012, aged 

91.  Our condolences were sent to Mollie when she notified us of Kenneth’s 

death last year. 

  

AMG 

Blenheim IV’s of  

No 82 Squadron  
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Leading Aircraftman Thomas Cain 

Armourer 1946 – 47 
 

We were sorry to learn that Tom Cain died aged 85 at home after a short illness 

in July, 2012.  Tom had been enjoying a holiday with his wife Barbara when he 

was suddenly taken ill and admitted to hospital.  He was detained for only a 

short period before being allowed to return home where he passed away     

peacefully a couple of weeks later. 

 

Tom joined the R.A.F. in May 1946 having been called up for National Service.  

After service at Padgate, Melton Mowbray and Kirkham  he was posted to 84 

Squadron as an Armourer servicing Beaufighters which he remembered as the 

best part of his RAF service.  Following his time with 84 he joined the           

Explosives Section at Mingaladon where he was employed on blowing up as 

many as ten truck loads of surplus bombs and ammunition daily.  On returning 

home he finished his service at Cotham, Nottinghamshire. 

 

On leaving the RAF Tom founded his own Painting and Decorating business 

which he managed until his retirement aged 72.  He was a talented artist who 

specialised in watercolour landscapes as well as pen and ink cartoons.  He was a 

member of the Coventry Art Guild from 1975 and was later elected Chairman. 

He had a permanent exhibition of his work at Corley Moor where sales of his 

work helped to raise funds for the Coventry and Warwickshire Air Ambulance. 

Tom is survived by his wife, Barbara and his five daughters to whom we have 

sent our condolences on their sad loss. 

 

B.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bristol Beaufighter Aircraft 
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Flying Officer Alan Mallinder 

Pilot   1963 – 65 
 

We have learned only recently of the sad death of Alan Mallinder who passed 

away in January, 2010 aged 76.  He had not enjoyed good health for some years. 

Alan joined the RAF in September, 1952 and trained initially as an Air Signaller/

Air Gunner.  He served with 210 Squadron on Neptunes and with 201 Squadron 

on Shackletons.  Having trained as a Pilot he flew Hastings, and Hercules.  He 

served with 84 Squadron from 1963 to 65 as a Co Pilot on Beverleys at        

Khormaksar. 

 

On leaving the RAF Alan worked as a pilot with Britannia Airways and with 

Kuwait Airways before finishing his career as a pilot on the Kuwait Royal 

Flight.  His widow, Janise told me that Alan had enjoyed every minute of his 

time in the RAF and also all of his time as a civilian pilot.  Alan is survived by 

his wife Janise and three children to whom we have sent our sincere               

condolences.  

 

B.C. 

 

Blackburn Beverley XM 107 in 1958 

Picture Courtesy Caz Caswell Collection 
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Flight Lieutenant Ronald Whittam, RAFVR  

Pilot  - Oct 1950 - 1951 
 

We were all very shocked and saddened to hear from Ron Whittam’s elder son, 

David that his father had died very suddenly, aged 91, on 23 May 2013  -  with a 

glass of gin-and-tonic in his hand.  Ron’s health had been declining for several 

years and we missed him at our recent Squadron reunions.  About three month’s 

ago, he was admitted to a nursing home and was happy there.  One evening he 

was sitting quietly, enjoying his evening tipple, when he experienced a sharp 

abdominal pain.  He was rushed to hospital, where it was discovered that he had 

died of a burst aortic aneurism.  

  

Ron was born in Reading in Berkshire in October 1921, and was educated at 

Reading School.  After leaving school, during WW2, he applied to join the RAF 

and was accepted for pilot training in August 1941, aged 20.  After he was   

commissioned as a pilot officer, he filled several posts in Training Command 

and was, for a time, the University Squadrons Liaison Officer.  He then qualified 

as a flying instructor. 

  

After the war was over, Ronald was granted a permanent commission in the 

Royal Air Force.  In October 1950, Ron joined No 84 Squadron as a Flight    

Lieutenant and flew 35 operational sorties in the dreaded Bristol ‘Brigand’.  He 

was also the Squadron Instrument Rating Officer on the ‘Buckmaster’ and     

became a deputy flight commander under Wing Commander George Unwin, 

until June 1951. 

  

On returning to England, he graduated at the RAF Staff College and later     

commanded Leeds University Air Squadron and later the Oxford University Air 

Squadron.  One of his last posts was the British Air Attaché in the British      

Embassy in Hungary and Rumania, as an acting Group Captain.  He ended his 

career at the Ministry of Defence in London, as the Air Foreign Liaison Officer. 

  

Ron Whittam regularly attended our reunions, after his wife, Mary sadly died.  It 

was always great to see his smiling face.  Our condolences have been sent to 

Ronald’s sons and daughter, Susan in their sad loss and to his many            

grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  I know he will be sorely missed by so 

many folk. 

  

We are grateful to our Chairman - Mike Chapple who kindly attended Ronald’s 

funeral at Saint George’s RAF Chapel of Remembrance at Biggin Hill on 

Wednesday, 12 June 2013. 
  

AMG 
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Interesting Book Review 
 

I have just finished reading 'Borneo Boys' by Roger Annett which is newly    

issued by 'Pen & Sword'.  

 

It is the first book I have found featuring Whirlwinds from first to last page. I  

found it easy to read and structured in such a way as to be able to put it  

down, reluctantly as time required, and pick it up again without losing  

the flow. The author, Roger Annett, served in Borneo on RAF transport  

aircraft and was well able to transfer the anecdotes from the helicopter  

crews into the real jungle. Having grown up in Singapore, I found  

myself remembering the smells, noises, heat and smells (yes again) of  

the jungle and I am sure for those that were involved in the  

'Confrontation' will find themselves doing the same.  I cannot, obviously,  

know about the combat situations or operations out there but I certainly  

feel that I have learnt a lot about the operation of the Whirlwinds in  

those tough conditions.  The story is interspersed with anecdotes from  

an assortment of air and ground crew, mainly operating Whirlwinds with  

103, 110, 225 and 230 Squadrons but also covers the contribution of  

the Belvederes and crews of 66 Squadron.  The Army Air Corps and  

Royal Navy helicopter involvement is also mentioned but not in as  

much detail as the RAF work.    

 

All in all, a very enjoyable insight for me into the front line operation of  

my 'favourite', the Whirlwind. I would love to see such a detailed book  

on the helicopter operations in Cyprus and the Middle East which  

would, of course, feature 84 Squadron for most of it.  

 

At the same time 'Pen & Sword' have also released another book with a  

Whirlwind Mk 10 on the cover - 'From Borneo to Lockerbie' by Geofrey  

Leeming (Pilot).  I am just about to start it so I don't know what it  

contains yet.  

 

Alan Beattie YHPG. 

 

Men are tricked into believing they're marrying nymphomaniacs.  

 

The problem is, after a few years, the nympho leaves… 

 

but the maniac stays...  
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See Alans review 

on page 21. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beverley XL 149 Nose Moved into newly refurbished building 19 at Aeroventure 
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Detail from a fresco painted by Bernardino Luini in 1529, in the church of 

Santa Maria degli Angeoli, Lugano. 

(Spotted by John Walsh, photo by Bonny Walsh)  

 

Just when was 84 first formed?  
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New Job 
 
A bloke starts his new job at the zoo and is given three 
tasks.  First Is to clear the exotic fish pool of weeds. 
 
As he does this a huge fish jumps out and bites him.         
To show who is Boss, he beats it to death with a spade. 
 
Realizing his employer won't be best pleased he disposes of 
the fish by Feeding it to the lions, as lions will eat     
anything. 
 
Moving on to the second job of clearing out the Chimp house, 
he is Attacked by the chimps who pelt him with coconuts. 
 
He swipes at two chimps with a spade killing them both.. 
What can he do? Feed them to the lions, he says to himself, 
because lions eat anything... 
 
He hurls the corpses into the lion enclosure. 
 
He moves on to the last job which is to collect honey from the 
South American Bees. 
 
As soon as he starts he is attacked by the bees.  He grabs the 
spade and Smashes the bees to a pulp. 
 
By now he knows what to do and shovels them into the lions 
cage because Lions eat anything. 
 
Later that day a new lion arrives at the zoo. 
He wanders up to another lion and says "What's the food like 
here?" 
 
The lions say: "Absolutely brilliant, today we had Fish and 
Chimps with Mushy Bees! 
 

If you have better one’s then send them and stop tutting! 
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Solution to Last Edition Word Search 
 

You may find more? 

 

W C B A H O O T A N D R O A R P Y T E E 
T H R R C A K L M O O P H A Q A Z X Q F 

D E I T W S F B Z D F V I N C E N T U M 

B F G J M O L H E F T W A D D Z X F V H 

B E A U F I G H T E R R G O F F W D K N 

V I N D A L O O F O R U S V W X Z H R R 

D V D C F V U E F Q D R R E N A E I O E 

V H E R R U J A O E B I A R D S T T N M 

S T R S I W S Q A E F G T V B W M J T Y 

T D V U L T E E V E N G E A N C E G H U 

R V G M E Q D E A H I R Q X C D G L P Y 

A S E D C X R Z L R F I T F V G T W H D 

L K J W H L G F E D S F A E R T Y U N U 

M N B V E C D E T E A F S R D S A I W Q 

B B F Y V S F E T Q A I U I O H W G H J 

L B L U T F S D A E E N D S A L C V F Q 

E N T E R P L E M N F Q E W R C J N Q L 

N R S L H N F W X V G K M I W C G N P I 

H E L I C O P T E R S V H M E Q Q A F T 

E G H C O Q P A F Q V W E M M L U A P I 

I B S Q P M V E G M H F R T V S K O L P 

M O S Q U I T O O N O P E S A X A S L A 

N S W D R E S W H N C Q Q U A H H J E W 
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