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These two items are part of the collection of memorabilia donated by the 

family of Albert Arnold.  Several extracts will be printed in the fullness of 

time. 
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Shown on these 2 pages are the cover and the forward of Scorpion 

News written in 1942.  Forward by our own president. 
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FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

 

As always I am grateful to the few who regularly contribute articles and items 

for Scorpion News, and as always such articles are very interesting and          

informative.  I often use this Foreword to touch on certain subjects dear to my 

heart, but this time I have reported in more detail on a couple of matters later on 

in this edition.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful though if someone other than the   

regulars could put pen to paper (or the IT equivalent!) and surprise and interest 

us all on subjects various.  Surely there must be some war stories out there,    

either untold or forgotten about, and as some of you members live overseas we 

would love to read what life is like in both colder and hotter climes.  My sister 

living in Montreal Canada tells me it was a balmy -31ºC the other day, and the 

tennis players have had to endure +42ºC recently in Melbourne Australia.  As I 

write these words here it is, guess what, raining. 

 

This biannual edition tends to concentrate on the happenings at our annual     

reunion.  Nearly 4 months have since passed, and subsequent articles and reports 

expressing the personal views of some members bring it all back to me.  There 

were some good times and some bad times over the reunion weekend but, for 

those of you unable to attend, overall we had a damn good time.  The presence 

of our illustrious President and wife was sadly missed by us all, and we send our 

good wishes to you Sir.  Thank you for continuing to support the Association 

and this magazine with your zeal and inspiration. 

 

Many of your Committee have been acting on your behalf for many, many years 

now, and they continue to volunteer their services each AGM.  However, it   

cannot continue ad infinitum and there will come a time when we will need   

replacements.  It might be at short notice through ill health for example.  It begs 

the question as to how you see the Association continuing, and at what level of 

activity.  I wonder if some of you belong to other Squadron associations or   

similar organisations, and from those experiences might wish to suggest ideas 

for our consideration.  With Service cut-backs and Squadron disbandment over 

the last decades, a lot of associations must have fallen by the wayside.  We are 

so fortunate in still having an active Squadron to look up to and follow, but I 

wonder how much longer and in what format our Association will operate. 

 

As I finish this it is still raining!  Please cheer me up with some responses to my 

pleas above.  Remember that we are a happy, financially sound and forward 

looking Association, thanks to its members.  Let’s keep it that way. 

 

MC 
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EDITORIAL  

 

Well that’s another year done and dusted!  It’s all well and good         

compiling this magazine but it seems to come around very quickly and 

every time it does I am a year older.   

 

I hope this finds you all in rude health, me I’m just rude.  However that’s 

another story.  In this edition I have tried to include some of the more   

uncommon stories that you may or may not have heard about.  I am afraid 

it is the same old pleading from me, please send me some stories or facts 

to include in the magazine.  You will see inside that we have a few small 

contributions that are relevant to our current status. 

 

I would also like to apologise for the lateness in the publication of this 

edition, we appear to have suffered several air attacks on our pigeon post 

from sunnier climes? Or it could have been a “one per?” 

 

Anyway on to more important issues, “Its still raining”.  Hope no one has 

been suffering the aftermath of all the rain etc.  Jill and I are lucky as we 

live in an area that the clever Dutch fella’s drained and made semi dry in 

the 1700’s.    

 

You will notice further through the pages that we have five New Hooters 

this time and we hope to see them all at the next reunion in Derby which 

is also well documented later on.   

 

I have received a plea from some of our members who have embarked 

upon a project to restore a Wessex helicopter no less.  No one seems to 

know at this stage if it will eventually fly.  Be run on the ground to try and 

pull the earth out of its orbit or just be subject to engine runs now and 

again.  However the plea is for any Wessex items that could be put to   

better use than propping your doors open etc.  Or even the old Chrome      

receptacle connected to a football bladder?  All may come in as very   

useful?  So please have a look in your sheds etc and if you know of one 

being stored somewhere please get in touch. 

 

I hope I make you smile a bit whilst reading this one I know I did whilst 

putting it together!  See you soon. 
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New Hooters 
 

We are pleased to welcome the following new members: 

 

ROBIN GULLIVER:  joined us in September.  He served with the squadron as 

a Pilot at RAF Khormaksar flying Beverley's from August 1965 to September 

1967 and has fond memories of that time.  Prior to that time Robin served at 

6FTS,Acklington and 7 FTS Oakington.  On leaving 84 Squadron he joined 21 

Squadron at Andover flying Devon's and then Brize Norton on the Belfast.  On 

leaving the RAF Robin worked with British Island Airways and Virgin Atlantic 

and now lives in West Sussex. 

 

KEITH SMALL:  also joined us in September having served with the squadron 

as a Corporal, Engine Fitter at Akrotiri and with the ‘B’ Flt at Nicosia.  Before 

joining the squadron Keith saw service at Lyneham, St. Athan and Wattisham.  

Later he served with 72 Squadron at Aldergrove and also at Odiham.  After his 

service with the RAF Keith worked for Airwork in Oman and with Air Hanson 

at Blackbushe. 

 

MAC SIBBALD:  joined the association in October.  He served with the squad-

ron as a Pilot at RAF Sharjah flying Andover's from August 1967 to September 

1968.  Prior to that time he trained at Acklington and Oakington before serving 

with 46 Squadron at Abingdon.  After 84 Squadron Mac once again served with 

46 Squadron at Abingdon, 52 Squadron at Changi, Little Rissington and at  

Thorney Island on Hercules.  Now also lives in west Sussex. 

SQDN. LDR. CAMERON (MAC) MacLACHLAN:  joined us in August and 

is currently the Commanding Officer on the squadron at Akrotiri.  (He might just 

have the distinction of being the first serving O.C. to join us.  If I’m wrong 

someone will tell me!) Mac assumed his post in July, 2012.  Prior to joining the 

Squadron he served with the RCAF before joining 72 Sqdn at Aldergrove and 

then 18 Sqdn. at Odiham then 278 Sqdn. RNLAF.  Mac is married to Jocelyn 

and they have a wonderful Bulldog called “Watson”. 

FLT. SGT. SHAWN CLARK:  joined us in August and is also current serving 

member of the Squadron at Akrotiri.  Shawn was an Ae Space Systems Operator 

before becoming aircrew in 1996.  He flew on Wessex in N. Ireland and then 

progressed to S.A.R at RAF Boulmer, Leconfield and Wattisham before joining 

84 Squadron at Akrotiri where he is now working as a Winchman/Paramedic.   

I think you will all agree that it is very nice to have two currently serving    

members in the association? 
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    Understanding Engineers  
 

An engineer was crossing a road one day, when a frog called out to him and said, 

"If you kiss me, I'll turn into a beautiful princess."  

     

He bent over, picked up the frog, and put it in his pocket.  

     

The frog spoke up again and said, "If you kiss me, I'll turn back into a beautiful 

princess and stay with you for one week."  

  

The engineer took the frog out of his pocket, smiled at it and returned it to the 

pocket.  

   

The frog then cried out, "If you kiss me and turn me back into a princess, I'll stay 

with you for one week and do anything you want."  

Again, the engineer took the frog out, smiled at it and put it back into his pocket.  

 

Finally, the frog asked, "What is the matter? I've told you I'm a beautiful princess 

and that I'll stay with you for one week and do anything you want.  Why won't 

you kiss me?"  

   

The engineer said, "Look, I'm an engineer.  

I don't have time for a girlfriend, but a talking frog, Now that's cool."* 

 

 

Picture showing 84 Squadron    

Griffin on the front of Summer 2013 

edition of Air Clues.  No one can tell 

me at the moment “why”? 

If you can please let me know. 
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TWO DIFFERENT DOCTORS' OFFICES 
  

Boy, if this doesn't hit the nail on the head, I don't know what does! 
    
Two patients limp into two different medical clinics with the  
same complaint? 
 
Both have trouble walking and appear to require a hip replacement. 
  
The FIRST patient is examined within the hour, is x-rayed the same day 
and has a time booked for surgery the following week. 
 
The SECOND sees his family doctor after waiting 3 weeks for an         
appointment, then waits 8 weeks to see a specialist, then gets an x-ray, 
which isn't reviewed for another week and finally has his surgery     
scheduled for 6 months from then. 
 

Why the different treatment for the two patients? 
 
The FIRST is a Golden Retriever. 
 
The SECOND is a Senior Citizen. 
  

Next time take me to a vet! 



Scorpion News 

11 

   Who was Sapper Brown?  
 

A History of British Military Burials in Cyprus  
 

Colonel David Vassallo L/RAMC  

 

Foreword by Major General Richard Cripwell,  

Commander British Forces Cyprus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘these poor men’s lives had been just as much sacrificed for their country 

as if they had been killed in battle’  

 

 
Front cover quotation taken from: Scott-Stevenson, Esme. Our Home in Cyprus, London 

1880, p45  
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It should, I hope, be self-evident that 

graveyards and gravestones don’t just tell 

us about death but also tell us about life. 

A grave marker doesn’t just tell us the 

bare facts about an individual, but also, 

particularly for servicemen and women, 

poses the question of why they were in a 

certain place at a certain time. The Com-

monwealth War Graves in Lemnos in the 

Aegean seem strangely placed until one 

realises that Lemnos was the location for 

hospital ships from Gallipoli. And I defy 

anyone not to be moved by the graves of 

the Pals Battalions in Northern France 

which mark out with appalling accuracy 

the locations of where men died in one 

morning; from the Regimental Aid Post 

up to the furthest the Battalion advanced 

that day – some 100 metres. 

 

This is an important and timely work by Colonel David Vassallo, not just be-

cause it is being written to meet important anniversaries of the First and Second 

World Wars, but because it tells us something about ourselves and the history of 

the Services in Cyprus. We learn not just that an individual is in a certain place, 

but also the context of why that person is there. We can learn about where Brit-

ish Forces have served and what regiments, ships and aircraft have been here. 

There are stories of bravery and accidents, of illness and insurgency and of ser-

vice to the crown from across the globe. There is a Dambuster, a VC winner, a 

GC winner and a Knight. There are graves on their own and a most beautiful 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery in Nicosia and if it is stuck 

in the UN buffer zone it too is playing a small part in telling us about our history. 

Of course this book is not just about service graves but the whole of our commu-

nity and the graves of wives, husbands and children tell their own stories. And 

there is even room for our enemies of long ago, as there should be. 

 

This is the second history of service life on Cyprus that David has written and I 

thank him warmly for the passion, tenacity and care that he has given to this 

work. I hope my appreciation is self-evident, but we should all be grateful that 

he has given so much to a project that ultimately tells us a great deal about who 

we are. I hope you enjoy it and I hope it inspires you to follow in David’s foot-

steps and those who have gone before us. 

 

RICHARD CRIPWELL 
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Aerial photo of Troodos Cemetery, kindly provided by 84 Squadron RAF  

 

Troodos Military Cemetery, the most isolated of all British military cemeteries 

in Cyprus, contains 74 graves, almost all of British servicemen and their        

dependants.2 The great majority of burials occurred in the 20 years between 

1879 and 1898, with a few thereafter up to 1951. The list further on in this chap-

ter shows 72 of the 74 names. There are three War Graves from the First World 

War and one from the Second World War.  
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THE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Held on Saturday, 28th September, 2013 at the Hallmark Hotel, Derby 

 

The meeting was opened at 4.15 pm by the Chairman, Mike Chapple who 

warmly  welcomed all present.  He extended a special welcome to three       

members who were attending a reunion for the first time.  Robin Gulliver, John 

Meaney and Keith Small then gave a brief account of their service with the 

squadron.  Robin and John had enjoyed the delights of Khormaksar and Keith, 

Nicosia and Akrotiri.  They were welcomed by the whole assembly.  A special 

welcome was extended to MALMs Andre Vernon and Mike Chandler who were 

attending our reunion as active members of the Squadron.  Their presence was 

greatly appreciated by all present. 

 

Apologies.  The Secretary presented apologies from:-  John Welch, Mike      

Wilson, Jack Partington, Roger Strike, Derek Shelton-Smith, Keith Edwards, 

Roy Andrews, Colin Jones, John English, John Oliver, Geoffrey Matthews, John 

Mabon, Phil Elliott, Mark Fletcher, Brian Nation, Ken McLeod, John Hammond, 

Arthur Gill, Gordon Heasman and Rosemary Irwin. 

 

Minutes.  The minutes of the 2012 AGM were accepted as a true record of the 

proceedings. 

  

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report.  Brendan Cottrell commenced his report by  

presenting the Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2013.  He 

was able to report that there had been no major items of expenditure during the 

year and that the Association funds are in a healthy state.  Bank interest was 

abysmal as usual but we had finished the year better off to the tune of £500+ 

with a current account of £1558.88 and a deposit account of £2277.40.  A      

significant contribution to this figure was the lowered costs of producing and 

distributing Scorpion News.  This was largely the result of our Editor Trevor 

Wright’s efforts in persuading increasing numbers of members to accept on-line 

copies of the magazine resulting in much reduced postal costs.  Brendan was 

able to report that our funds had been boosted considerably by a generous      

bequest by our late member Albert Arnold who had passed away in January last 

year.  Albert’s bequest of £500 to our funds had been matched by his Nephew 

and executor Leslie Sigrist  making a total sum of £1,000.  He wanted it to     

reflect the great affection Albert had for 84 Squadron and the Association.     

Leslie had requested that the sum be spent on something special that the         

association felt would meet the approval of Albert were he here. 

Association membership numbers had suffered a drop during the last year due to 
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a higher than usual number of deaths but there remained a steady trickle of new 

members which keep our numbers in a healthy state. 

 

Reunion Secretary’s Report.   Derek Whittaker outlined the arrangements for 

our evening banquet and asked members to assemble around 7pm prior to the 

main event at 8pm.  He reported that our return to the Hallmark Hotel followed 

two years of reunions elsewhere because there had been some discontent with 

the level of service here.  He asked members to provide feedback on their      

experience over this weekend as it may determine the choice of venue for next 

years reunion. 

 

News Editor’s Report.  Trevor Wright gave an update on his work of producing 

Scorpion News over the last year. He had a fair amount of success in recruiting 

members to accept the online edition.  It had the advantage of making his task 

easier on the whole and of course it made an appreciable reduction in handling 

and postage costs.  He asked any members who may recently have purchased a 

computer and who would be willing to join his list of online receivers to contact 

him.  He is of course happy to send postal copies to all members who prefer to 

receive S.N. that way. Trevor ended his report by urging members to send him 

material for inclusion in the magazine. Anything interesting or humorous is   

welcome and doesn’t necessarily have to be squadron or air force related. 

 

Archivist Chaz Scowen.  Treated the meeting to a interesting and amusing   

account on 84 Squadron’s achievement pre dating the Dambusters Raid. Please 

see pages 37 and 38. 

 

Election of Committee.  The Chairman informed the meeting that the present 

committee members were willing to serve for another year if there were no 

counter proposals from the floor.  There were none and the committee was given 

approval to serve for another year. 

 

Any Other Business.  The Chairman made reference to the generous Albert  

Arnold bequest and advised the meeting that the money should be spent          

specifically on a major Association project.  The committee would like to hear 

from any members wishing to comment or make suggestions.  The Chairman 

introduced the subject of the laid-up Squadron Standards residing in Beaulieu 

Abbey Church.  He had commented about the poor state of the standards in the 

last two editions of Scorpion News and had expressed his opinion that something 

should be done to rectify their deteriorating condition.  There were mixed      

reactions amongst the members present with some wanting to do something to 

arrest the deterioration and others pointing out that the purpose of  
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laying up standards was to allow them to age gracefully over time as is           

traditional.  The second view appeared to have majority support.  One suggestion 

was that there should be a notice beneath the standards with a colour picture of 

the pristine present standard with an explanation of the battle honours depicted. 

The Chairman elected to pursue the subject and would endeavour to find out 

what the official MOD line is in regard to laid up standards. 

 

MALM Vernon from 84 Squadron expressed great pleasure over the visit that 

morning to the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, and along with others 

wished that the squadron was better represented at the arboretum.  After some 

discussion over what might be appropriate it was decided that the Chairman 

would investigate the possibility of erecting a more permanent and pertinent  

memorial to 84 Squadron (The Chairman reports on his findings, please see   

below). It was felt that any such memorial might be appropriately funded from 

the Albert Arnold bequest. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.05pm.    

 

84 SQUADRON LAID UP STANDARDS 
 

You may recall that in the last 2 editions of Scorpion News I have commented 

on the parlous and sad state of the 2 Squadron Standards laid up in Beaulieu  

Abbey Church.  It was obvious that holes in the silk were appearing and one 

Standard was separating from its pike.  It was my opinion that we should take 

action and arrange repair of the Standards, and I invited comment from you, the 

members, about what we should do, if anything. 

 

As is usual I received very little feedback from Association members, apart from 

one ex CO who was of the strong opinion that the Standards should be left to 

their own devices.  Consequently, in order to get more thoughts, I had the subject 

put on the agenda for our last AGM in September 2013.  When opened to the 

floor, opinion was split, with one camp keen to stop the rot and preserve the 

Standards, whilst others were equally eager to leave them to deteriorate as is  

tradition.  I elected to determine if I could find the official line with laid up          

Standards.  I subsequently asked the Squadron CO for help with the subject of 

laid up Standards.  Flt Lt Gareth Cone did some digging for me, and asked RAF     

Cranwell for its guidance.  A quote from AP3327 Chapter 5 paragraph 0510 

ends with “once a Standard has been laid up, it may not in any circumstances 

be moved”.  Following further discussion with RAF Cranwell the protocol with 

laid up Standards is for them to decay naturally in situ. 
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To be honest I knew from the outset that this would be the official line, but I find 

the subject of the Standard quite emotional, and I wanted to see if others had 

similar views.  I well remember having the honour of being the 202 Squadron 

Standard bearer on C Flight between 1969 and 1971, and carrying it on parade at 

RAF Leuchars for the annual AOC’s inspections.  Similarly in 1972 when 84 

Squadron was reformed at RAF Akrotiri I again was the Squadron Standard 

bearer and had to fly to RAF College Cranwell to pick up the Standard.  I flew 

back dressed in best blue guarding it in the overhead locker of a VC10, was last 

off the aircraft on the pan at Akrotiri, and was met by an armed escort from the 

Squadron. 

 

So, I believe we have reached the end of the saga with the 2 laid up Standards.  

The “rules” seem quite clear, although I know that the 2 Standards were moved 

into storage a few years ago when the church was being refurbished.  In         

correspondence with the vicar I also know that he would like to move the     

Standards in the future to another location in the church alongside other laid up 

Legion and Association Standards.  I feel we as an Association have the moral 

obligation to keep an eye on our Standards, so I will continue to liaise with the 

vicar over their welfare, in accordance with the rules! 

 

If anyone has any strong thoughts either for or against, please share them with us 

all. 

 

Mike Chapple 

Chairman 

 

Understanding Engineers  
 

Three engineering students were gathered together discussing who must have designed 

the human body.  One said, "It was a mechanical engineer. Just look at all the joints."  
     

Another said, "No, it was an electrical engineer.  The nervous system has many thou-

sands of electrical connections."  
     

The last one said, "No, actually it had to have been a civil engineer.  Who else would run 

a toxic waste pipeline through a recreational area?"  
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Annual Reunion and Dinner Report – 2013 
 

2013 saw the 67th gathering of the 84 Squadron Reunion (1946 being the first 

reunion) which was held at The Hallmark Hotel (formerly The Midland Hotel) in 

central Derby and 78 made the trip for the Annual dinner and reunion this year. 

Our members who travelled furthest were Peter and Diane Bolton who had 

flown in from Canada.  This was a return to one of our previous haunts after the 

standards had slipped over time. 

 

With respect to the Hotel overcoming it’s previous shortcomings it was noted 

that the staff seemed more dynamic than at our last visit.  However some rooms 

were still extremely hot and mine smelt of sewage again with the bathroom  

looking a bit tired. 

 

Dinner on the first night seemed very good and well organised and this was a 

pleasant surprise to me.  Some of us went to a local pub to reminisce and some 

stayed in the bar at the hotel. 

 

Breakfast on Saturday was good if a little busy and members met up to make 

decisions on how to spend their day, 25 went on the trip to the National          

Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas in Staffordshire, just up the road.  A good time 

was had by all who went to this special place – however the train carrying the 

members around the site unfortunately broke down! Other members went    

shopping and the committee had their meeting in the afternoon prior to the 

AGM. 

 

The 67th AGM was held at 16.00 with 32 members present (please see a separate 

report on this) and the Association business was discussed with the committee 

being re-elected.  We were informed that dinner was to be 19.00 for 19.45 in the 

normal dining room.  The meeting then ended and we dispersed – some to the 

bar and others for a doze. 

 

At 19.00 we duly gathered for the meal and were swiftly relieved of our change 

by the ladies running the raffle (Liz Faulkner, Christiane Cottrell and Jan    

Chapple). Meanwhile our visitors from 84 Squadron asked members to sign a 

squadron print of a Griffin helicopter.  The gentlemen all looked dapper in their 

best bibs and tucker and the ladies looked gorgeous in their outfits.  The        

standards had not dropped from our end! 

 

At 19.45 we were called to order and took our places at our tables where we 

were able to meet old friends and also make new friends. I was pleased to meet 

John Meeney and Rob Gulliver both were on my table – both of them on their 
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first reunion with us and both from the Beverley era.  There were 8 tables in all 

most of which were themed by period but with some mixed period tables too. 

 

At 20.00 Mike Chapple said grace; 

“Thank you Lord for this good stuff.  Please nudge us when we’ve had enough” 

 

The first course was pea and ham soup and this was very tasty in my opinion. 

The main course was pork loin in a pepper sauce with fresh vegetables but for 

most of us the meat was too tough to eat and extremely dry, maybe because it 

arrived ready plated?  I was unable to cut much of mine and could not chew it – 

so not particularly good.  The third course was Crème Brulee and this seems to 

have been very good. 

 

After dinner coffee was served followed by parish notices by the Chairman Mike 

Chapple.  There was a warm welcome to new members and old alike with   

members travelling long distance from Canada, Cyprus and Scotland as well as 

closer to home.  He then read out a message from our President Arthur Gill who 

was missing only his third reunion out of 67! Arthur was unable to travel this 

year, and was obviously disappointed about this when I saw him a couple of 

weeks before the reunion, but was also quite upbeat on life in general.  Mike sent 

Arthur our best wishes and this was seconded by all present. 

 

After this Mike welcomed the ladies and read out a joke about a man in hospital 

and eye sight – not repeatable here I am afraid.  This was followed by thanks to 

the “raffle ladies” and to Chaz Scowen and his family for setting up the archives 

display once again.  Finally he talked about the trip to the National Memorial 

Arboretum and added another joke about a shopping trip and a drunk in the rain? 

 

This was followed by Vern from 84 Squadron, RAF, who gave us an update on 

the squadron and its activities.  He started with an apology from the             

Commanding Officer who was extremely busy hosting 460 Squadron from the 

Cypriot Army (equipped with 3 AW-139 15 seat helicopters – one of three 

Squadrons of helicopters the Cypriot Army operates).  The Squadron is now 

down to 13 aircrew plus three other personnel.  Two helicopters are on deep  

service and two are operational in Cyprus.  Vern then talked about the Syrian 

crisis and the effect on the squadron and then moved on to the twin roles of the 

squadron.  2017 is the 100th anniversary of the formation of No. 84 Squadron, 

RAF, and is also the date of the contract renewal in Cyprus and there is some 

doubt as to whether the Squadron will continue after this date – although we all 

hope that it will continue.  There was then news of the comings and goings on 

the Squadron followed by an explanation that the CO now runs an initiation on 

the Squadron similar to those from the past with the inclusion of a Bishop’s   

mitre, a scorpion badge, confessions and “shots” – all very interesting! 
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After Vern had finished his talk the floor was handed to Reg Wargent for the 

annual fund raising auction of donated items.  A book went for £28, a bottle of 

whisky for £35, a scent burner for £44, a 90th anniversary of the RAF clock for 

£90 and the signed squadron print from the Squadron for £50 – bought by Chaz 

Scowen and donated to the Association Archives and finally a bottle of Keo beer 

auctioned for £20.  Next was the raffle with many prizes having been donated 

and raising nearly £400 for the funds.  That was around £650 combined from our 

generous members. 

 

As we were finishing up we were disrupted by the hotel staff asking us to clear 

the archive room – at 23.00!!  This put a bit of a damper on the festivities. 

 

I was asked to report honestly on the hotel following previous issues.             

Unfortunately it is my honest opinion that the standard is still not what we were 

used to.  Some improvements have been made but there was a general            

dissatisfaction with the reunion meal, some of the rooms and also the way           

reception staff dealt with some members on the phone by huffing and puffing 

when asked for help.  Not to the standard of the previous year in Southampton 

but in a more convenient location.  There is nothing wrong with the Derby area 

but maybe a different hotel would be better next time? 

 

Sunday morning came round again too quickly and we all slowly dissipated to 

our home locations with a promise to return again next year if we can. 

 

Till then 

 

Hoot and Roar! 

By Terry Butcher 

 

Understanding Engineers   
 

 Two engineering students were biking across a university campus when one 

said, "Where did you get such a great bike?"  

     

The second engineer replied, "Well, I was walking along yesterday, minding my 

own business, when a beautiful woman rode up on this bike, threw it to the 

ground, took off all her clothes and said, "Take what you want."  

  

The first engineer nodded approvingly and said, "Good choice: The clothes 

probably wouldn't have fitted you anyway."  
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Please include in the next edition of Scorpion News: 

 

At the 2013 reunion AGM a discussion was held about the state of the old 

Squadron Standards and their condition.  I would like to offer a suggestion not 

for these, but for the future. 

 

2017 will be quite pivotal for 84 Squadron with the centenary and the end of the 

current operating contract.  Whether we like it or not there is a possibility that 

the Squadron may be disbanded.  If it does continue in whatever form eventually 

a new standard may be awarded.  On either of these occurrences another       

standard would be retired. 

 

Rather than consign it to Beaullieu Abbey Church to be exposed to natural decay 

my PERSONAL view is that I would prefer the Association to receive it.  I can 

picture it as a fantastic backdrop to our annual reunion dinner. 

 

I understand that this would bring along with certain obligations for the          

Association.  Who would be its guardian between reunions?  Well I would for 

one.  Would we insure it? The Natural History Museum doesn't have insurance 

for the loss of its Tyrannosaurus Rex because if there was a fire where would 

you get a replacement which is also applicable to the Standard. 

 

Storing it in the case which comes with the Standard would at least slow down 

the decay and I feel that it would be a much more appropriate use than the      

present method of    allowing the sorry state that the two Standards have         

suffered.  I do realise that others are of the opinion that the natural decay is    

traditional and there are certain regulations about the disposal of squadron    

standards.  I will research these and report back.  

    

This situation may never occur and if it does may be many years away but 

this my personal view. 

 

Derek Whittaker 

 

You see it can happen! Derek has expressed his feelings about a certain very  

important future event.  So come on lets have your opinions or even old war  

stories anything must be better than me trying to fill up the spare pages with  

giggles? 

 

Trevor 
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  2014 REUNION AND AGM WEEKEND 

 

Since our last reunion in September 2013 our reunion organiser Derek Whittaker 

has been heavily involved in preparations for the 2014 reunion.  I have been part 

of those preparations and as well as Derek’s message elsewhere in this edition, I 

thought it appropriate that I should tell you how we have come to the             

conclusions reached on the 2014 reunion dates and venue.  You deserve an    

explanation! 

 

As the majority of you know we went back to the Hallmark Hotel in Derby in 

2013 after 2 years away, in the hope and expectation that standards there had 

improved over our 2010 visit.  Unfortunately not all was sweetness and light.  

The majority were generally satisfied with their stay, albeit there were some  

issues with unclean rooms, poor service and a leaking ice bucket!  However, the 

one overriding grumble was about the very poor quality of the meal served to us 

at our Saturday night dinner.  In particular the pork for the main course was tepid 

and tough, to the point of being inedible for some.  The one saving grace was 

that in true Service tradition and Association grit we got on with it, and with lots 

of banter, laughter, hooting, roaring and auctioneering we had a damn good   

evening. 

 

I could not let the poor quality of the meal go without comment, so I wrote to the 

hotel manager expressing our concerns over, amongst other things, the poor   

Saturday dinner.  He eventually wrote back, expressing his regret at our         

disappointment and promising to do better next time should we decide to return.  

We discussed the subject in committee, and whilst not everyone was totally   

convinced we decided that, in view of the manager’s promises, we would return 

to Derby again in 2014. 

 

Opinion at our AGMs has indicated that members would be happy to pay a little 

extra if that guaranteed good dining.  In view of this I believe Derek has         

negotiated a good deal for us next year, and we will be holding the hotel to its 

promises; I will write again to the manager nearer the time reminding him of his 

promise to restore our faith in his hotel. 

 

As to the date of the 2014 reunion, with all our deliberations, correspondence, 

chat and general prevarication, the bloody hotel has accepted a booking for a 

wedding party over our traditional weekend at the end of September.  So, we are 

going for the first weekend in October.  See you there.                               

Wouldn’t it be great if the Squadron could be represented again? 

Mike Chapple 

Chairman 
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 84 Squadron Association, 2014 Annual Reunion 

The Hallmark Hotel, Derby 

3-5th October 2014 
 

It has been decided, that for reasons explained elsewhere in this edition by our 

Chairman, that the 2014 reunion will be held once more at the Hallmark Hotel, 

Derby. 

 

The format will be as in previous years:- 

Friday evening – meet and greet.  Please book your table and choice of menu 

upon arrival. 

Saturday 10-00 am – coach trip, destination to be decided. 

Saturday  4-00 pm – AGM 

Saturday 7-00 for 7-45 pm – The Banquet (jacket & tie) 

Throughout the weekend – Chas Scowen’s memorabilia road show. 

 

The menu for the Saturday evening will be; 

 

Starter - Chicken Terrine,  Main - Roast Beef,  Dessert - Lemon Tart. 
 

The hotel requires payment (63 pounds per person, per night, D,B&B) details 

upon booking and for this reason I will not be collating the booking forms and 

ask that you book with the hotel directly (please see the accompanying booking 

form which includes hotel contact details). 

 

As an aide de memoire please enter below the details of your booking: 

 

Method of booking:  credit/debit card   posted cheque 

 

Time of booking:    Date of booking/posting:    

 

Hotel point of contact name: 

 

Amount quoted:  

 

Finally, please use this year to try to recruit that member you have been 

meaning to persuade to attend but not quite got round to doing so yet. 

  

Derek Whittaker 

 

(contact details at the front of this SN) 
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84 Squadron Association Reunion 

Hallmark Hotel Derby  

3rd – 5th October 2014 

 
 

Rates are £63 per person to include Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Please Specify the Following Information: 

Arrival 

Date:................................................................................................................... 

Number of 

Nights:......................................................................................................... 

Room Type (Please Circle): Single (for 1 guest), Double (for 2 guests) or Twin 

(for 2 guests) 

Guests Name:   
  
  
  

 Address: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Telephone 
Number: 

  
  
  

Email  
Address: 

  
  
  

Hallmark  

Hotels Derby Booking Form 
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Please Detail any Special Requests:…………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………..   

Please Provide Card details to Guarantee Your Reservation (Card acts as a   

guarantee against non-arrival and late cancellation, no funds will be taken from 

your account at this stage) 

 
 

For Guests Attending the Dinner Only: 

Number of Guests:................................................................ 

The cost for each guest attending the Dinner is £28 per person. 

 
Please complete the form and return to: 

The Reservations Department 

Hallmark Hotel Derby 

Midland Road 

DE1 2SQ 

Tel: 01332 345894 Fax: 01332 293522 

Email: derby.reservations@hallmarkhotels.co.uk 

The Reservations Department will then respond with a confirmation of your 

booking via post or email. 

Credit/Debit Card Number: 

  
  

Expiry Date:   
  

3 Digit Security Code :   

Guest Signature:   
  

Date:   

 

mailto:derby.reservations@hallmarkhotels.co.uk
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VIEW FROM THE SHARP END 
 

There once was an ugly duckling and its name was the Scorpion Inn. 

 
A bare featureless room handed over to the Squadron, to be utilized as a place of 

frivolity and fun.  A place that resembled an abandoned doctor’s waiting room, 

with the addition of a fridge full of Keo and a stack of dirty glasses stacked    

beside a broken water boiler. 

 

But the winds of change arrived when OC84 demanded a sanctuary, a place he 

could call home, assemble his flock and spin his war dits; Canada, wrestling 

bears, my pipes bigger than yours, what do you think of my new ear hair wax, 

yadda yadda! 

 

Flt Lt “don’t call me Pikey” Hammond, a computer nerd, set to work creating 

the dream bar, but only in cyber space.  At least it got the boss off his back until 

he got posted! If only we could get our hands on the £30 000 needed to make his 

vision come true! 
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However all hope was not lost.  A change of Sqn personnel led to a new project 

manager; MAcr Andy Leonard, a gobby Mancunian on a mission.  At his side 

his trusty Minons; holding officer Hamshaw, fresh from the All Arms Course, 

Mark Fairhall and the Sqn 2ic.  Armed with a hammer, some sticky back plastic, 

2 coat hangers and a belly full of Keo, they transformed this cold waiting room 

into a place of worship. 

 
Sqn history now adorns the walls and real ale is hand pumped from the bar.   

Furnished with posing tables, bar stools and reclaimed church pews, we now 

have a cosy home from home, a place to escape the world and relax amongst 

friends and moreover Ex Scorpions. 

 

 
OC84’s vision has been achieved by dedication, hard work and patience and for 

those who fear change, all is not lost, there is still a fridge full of Keo. 
 

Gareth Cone 

Akrotiri 
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HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S VISIT TO  

NORTHERN IRELAND AUGUST 1977 
 

Introduction 

 

Following the end of my tour with 84 Sqn in November 1977 I was posted back 

to The Queen’s Flight (TQF) at RAF Benson to take over as the Chief         

Technician Airframe Trade Manager, quite a demanding but very enjoyable task.  

As an engineer (supporting the Crew Chief) I did several fixed and rotary wing 

internal and overseas tours with members of the Royal Family, including Her 

Majesty (HM) the Queen.  The 2‑day Diamond Jubilee visit in June 2012 to 

Northern Ireland by HM reminded me of my involvement with a colleague in a 

most unusual and memorable trip that HM made in August 1977; the year of 

HM’s Silver Jubilee.  This visit took place under very different circumstances, 

security being very precarious to say the least! 

 

Sometime in mid 1977 myself and colleague Sergeant Chris Fair (Electrician and 

Wessex Diagnostician) were informed by our engineering Warrant Officer that 

HM, accompanied by His Royal Highness (HRH) Prince Philip, other members 

of the Royal Household and Captain of TQF Sir Archie Winskill (Sir Archie) 

was going to visit Northern Ireland on the 10th and 11th of August to celebrate 

HM’s Silver Jubilee.  Because of the security problems it was going to be by 

using our two Wessex Mk IV helicopters XV 732 and XV 733.  Moreover, the 

Royal Party was sailing to Ireland on The Royal Yacht Britannia with HMS Fife 

(see Note) as its escort which also would be used as an operational platform for 

our Wessex helicopters to transport the Royal Party to and from the mainland; 

the Royal Party being transported to and from Britannia in the Royal Barge.   

Together with Lieutenant Commander (Lt Cdr) Warne (TQF Wessex pilot) Chris 

and I would join HMS Fife in Portsmouth and sail with it whilst it carried out its 

escort duties and anchor off Northern Ireland.  Whilst onboard we were to    

work-up with and get to know the onboard Fleet Air Arm (FAA) Mk 1 Wessex 

team and Royal Navy (RN) crew in preparation for the Royal Visit.  Most      

importantly, it must be noted that this would be HM’s first ever helicopter flight, 

very much straight in at the deep end! 

 

Note:  HMS Fife was the first unit of the Batch 2 County-class destroyers of the 

Royal Navy. She had 'B' turret removed and replaced with four Exocet launchers 

in the mid-1970s.  It also had a single helicopter (Mk1 Wessex with Sonar capa-

bility) with Helipad and hangar. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_class_destroyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exocet
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Preparation 

 

As part of the preparation prior to the Royal Visit on the 10th and 11th August, on 

the 6th of August I (Chris not involved) took part in a TQF ‘Flyex’ to practice 

routines on HMS Fife whilst it was at anchor in Falmouth Bay (all flights to/

from Fife during the Royal Visit would be with Fife at anchor).  It was a perfect 

day and as we let down on approach it was noted that the Mk1 was rotors turning 

on the Helipad.  It was quite alarming to witness the lumbering MK1 lift off 

down wind and drop out of sight over the side, but emerge to fly away from the 

ship in a cloud of sea spray!  We were committed to the approach and under    

control of the Flight Deck Officer (FDO) who is in full control of the ship during 

helicopter operations via a radio link to the Bridge, landed in a very enclosed 

space between the missile launcher at the rear and ship superstructure to the 

front.  On inquiring what had happened to the Mk1, we were told that the pilot of 

the Mk1 was an American on loan and a Vietnam Veteran; he cleared the ship as 

we were on approach using the technique used by the Americans if an incoming 

helicopter was in trouble and/or had injured troops onboard.  Literally lifting off 

and side‑slipping off the ship with full collective applied so that with ground 

effect from the sea it slowly lifted off, often of course with a wet belly and the 

crewman wet feet!  Quite alarming for the uninitiated and we understood he did 

get a ‘bollocking’ from the Captain! 

 

After introductions the Aircrew disappeared leaving me to carry out a main    

rotors and tail folding, and hangaring exercise using the FAA team with a Chief 

Petty Officer (CPO) Frank Firth in charge; we were all to become firm friends 

by the end of the Royal Visit and both myself and Chris held them in high      

regard.  I soon noted that the yellow markings for the main rotor blades folding 

pole were actually over the water; quickly assessing the situation I agreed with 

Frank that his team would do the work and I would check and over sign it, which 

he readily agreed to.  I did not have any concerns as to watch them operate was 

pure ‘magic’.  The next problem, hangaring the Wessex which together with the 

folding would be necessary if our Wessex went unserviceable and we had to fly 

in the second Wessex.  Now this was something to behold; the Wessex by the 

use of wheel turning plates set in the deck allowed it to be hand-maneuvered in 

to the hangar (barely big enough) which was located on the Port side in behind 

the superstructure!  How they managed to maintain their Mk 1 in there I do not 

know.  All went well and soon our Wessex was back on the Helipad, spread, 

signed up and ready for our flight back to RAF Benson.  After very genuine 

thanks to Frank and his team and a very careful takeoff we were on our way; 

what an experience!  During the Royal Visit HMS Fife’s Mk1 would be flown 

off to Aldergrove in case we did have to fly in the second Wessex. 
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Life on HMS Fife 

 

The next day 7th August (if I remember correctly) Lt Cdr Warne, Chris and I in 

No. 1 dress with sleeping bags and personal belongings were driven down to 

Portsmouth to join Fife.  In addition Chris had an electricians ‘Magicians Kit’ 

capable of starting a stubborn Jumbo let alone a Wessex!  Once onboard we all 

went our separate ways; Lt Cdr Warne to the Officers Quarters, myself to the 

CPOs Mess and Chris to the POs Mess.  Until the morning of the 10th August 

we did not meet each other, each of us being looked after and entertained by our 

RN and FAA Colleagues: 

 

Lt Cdr Warne (I understand) forgot his Mess Dress and due to the strict      

Wardroom rules could not attend dinner with his colleagues.  Further to that I 

have no idea how he passed his time onboard. 

 

After scrambling down vertical ladders to the bowels of the ship I was            

reacquainted with Frank and introduced to my RN colleagues in the CPOs Mess.  

I was made very welcome and shown around the Mess which consisted of a   

social area with padded bench type seats and a curtained off sleeping area with 

bunks.  As all of the bunks were allocated, using my sleeping bag I was to sleep 

on the bench seats; the downside of this was that I would be last to bed and first 

up; welcome to the RN!  The bar was very tightly controlled with every drink 

recorded against each CPO within a daily limit.  The Officer i/c. the Mess 

checked daily that limits were not being exceeded; of course there were ways 

around this!  It was noted that the FAA team did not drink as they had no backup 

and were on a 24 hour work/standby routine!  I also noted that Frank spent most 

of his time in the hangar doing paperwork and relaxing!  I was then given a brief 

tour of the essentials such as the Washroom, Heads and Dining Mess (food was 

plentiful and excellent), all reached on our deck by a short walk down a central 

corridor, always illuminated but in the hours of darkness by red lighting (to    

improve night vision if you had to go on deck). I soon realized that we were   

already underway. 

 

After a long evening and a couple of drinks I was eventually allowed to get my 

head down, but sleep was difficult because of the continuous drone of the air 

conditioning and unusual bed!  Soon I had to negotiate the Heads; this was    

unreal as being only clad in shreddies, yawning and scratching ones marriage 

tackle (as you do) I had to walk down the central corridor dimly lit and lined by 

fully kitted and armed crew sitting against the walls, because of course we were 

on escort duty to HM!  All too soon the night passed and I was rudely awakened 

to make room for those who had just had a good night’s kip!  The washroom was 

chaotic and noisy but breakfast excellent, with lunch and evening meal to follow.  
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This routine of course was repeated for several days until we anchored off 

Northern Ireland. 

 

I was fortunate enough to befriend the Chief Stoker (in the nicest possible way 

of course) (they don't use Golden Rivets any longer) with the appropriate ribbing 

from his other Messmates!  His responsibilities were enormous and over the next 

couple of days he showed me around the engine room and missile magazine!  

Fife had three Diesel and three Olympus engines; normally only the Diesel were 

used but if in trouble the three Olympus could be used to immediately ‘punch’ 

the ship through the water at 30 knots!  The missile magazine was the real heart 

of the ship and took up an enormous area; really everything else was fitted in 

around it.  Firstly I was shown the Remote Control Room for missile control/

movement but then allowed to stand just inside the magazine door as some    

missiles were amazingly quickly moved around on their storage racks (when 

necessary of course also on to the launcher on the deck above)!  This was     

regularly carried out as for most munitions this was a routine operation.  I      

understand that Fife’s expectancy in combat requiring the use of the missiles was 

only 4 minutes and during that time all missiles had to be launched if required, 

after that, with job done ‘they’ were on their own!  I had noticed while walking 

around the ship that on all decks above the Missile Magazine deck there were 

red circles painted on the floor, some small some very large; in fact the Helipad 

had one that was virtually the size of the pad!  I was told these were blast release 

plates only minimally secured and sealed so if the magazine ‘blew’ the blast was 

directed upwards and not through the sides of the ship.  Whilst climbing a      

vertical ladder I looked down to see below me a red circle about the size of the 

circular stairway; it does not bear thinking about!!!  No doubt like myself Chris 

became confused as regards day/night time as we were not allowed on deck,  

until the 10th and 11th of August. 

 

During the 10th and 11th August, it was Chris’s remit to use any tricks he knew to 

get the Wessex engines started if there was a problem.  Chris like myself was 

exceptionally well looked after by his colleagues, with the events of the days 

onboard passing very quickly.  He spent most of the voyage in the POs Mess 

with what seemed to be an unlimited supply of beer; most of the Watch Keeping 

staff kindly giving him their daily allowance.  He did not remember anything 

significant happening other than getting the feeling that his colleagues enjoyed 

taking him around the ship to see where they worked and then deliberately    

leaving him to his own devices to find his way back to the Mess.  He particularly 

remembers being with the fire fighting crew as the “fire” location was in a sort 

of corridor with no obvious doors or hatches for the return journey, these being 

closed behind the crew as they made their way to the fire. 
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Events of 10th/11th August 

 

Early on the morning of the 10th August it was soon very obvious that it was not 

going to be a normal day.  There was a very noticeable presence of intense     

security onboard, with overhead cover from Puma helicopters and inflatable's 

buzzing around Fife and all very obviously full of armed troops, most likely  

Special Services!  There were many arrivals and departures of various water-

borne craft including the Royal Barge and our two Wessex helicopters during the 

day from 07:45h to 18:00h.  At the appropriate times Chris and I took position 

such that we could witness our Wessex movements without being intrusive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I must admit to having everything crossed that could be and no doubt Chris had 

as well!  All of our flights to/from Fife went well and HM, HRH and accompa-

nying passengers including Sir Archie Win skill were safely delivered to/

returned from Hillsborough Castle (the official residence in Northern Ireland of 

HM and other members of the Royal Family) for a series of tightly screened en-

gagements.  HM’s first ever helicopter flight from Fife was in Wessex XV 732; 

Pilot Sqd Ldr J Millar, Navigator Sqd Ldr R Lee, and Crew Chief Sgt M Legg; 

returning to Fife at the end of the day in Wessex XV 733.  The events for Chris 

and I on the 11th August were very similar to those of the 10th, covering from 

10:40h to 20:40h.  This time HM, HRH and accompanying      passengers in-

cluding Sir Archie Winskill were safely delivered to/returned from Coleraine a 

large town near the mouth of the River Bann in County Londonderry.  This time 

HM flew in Wessex XV 733 for both trips.  Apart from the events on Fife, the 

rest of the Public side of the Royal Visit was being shown live on TV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Royal_Family
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Bann
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Londonderry
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Obviously, neither I nor Chris had any idea what was going on ashore apart from 

the fact that there was an obvious massive security involvement.  Feedback from 

Mick and Brian was positive with one exception, as on one occasion on the 10th 

XV 732 refused to start!  With XV 733 positioned elsewhere and with the Royal 

Party waiting, Sir Archie was presented with a big security problem.  Noticing a 

Puma Helicopter with Pilot aboard nearby, Sir Archie asked the Pilot if his    

aircraft was ready to go (the conversation went something like this):  “Yes Sir”.  

“Right you are flying HM”. “But I am not qualified to do so Sir”.  “You are now; 

I have just cleared you to do so!”  And off they jolly well went!  I understand 

that this is the reason that HM and Party arrived back on Fife at the end of day in 

XV 733, not XV 732 as planned. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Chris and I then had a couple of days more sailing until Fife anchored         

somewhere off Scotland.  After having a farewell drink with and thanking our 

new found friends, including Frank and his complete team, we were airlifted off 

Fife by Sqd Ldr Millar in XV 732 and flown home.  All of our equipment was 

left on Fife to be collected at a later date when she was docked in Portsmouth.  

On route at a refueling stop Sqd Ldr Millar mentioned that he thought we had a 

bit of low frequency vibration (main rotor head); a quick hand grease of the head 

and visual inspection proved all to be OK and we completed our flight home 

without further incident. 

 

Sometime later, I think it was a Saturday; Chris and I drove down to Portsmouth 

in a very smart Morris 1800 to collect our equipment.  I joined Frank and sur-

prisingly he offered me a tot (or more) from his coveted bottle(s?) of whisky, 

something that was unheard of!!!  Chris joined his friends and whilst sitting in 

the POs Mess having a cup of coffee, he was aware that Fife was making strange 

sounds. Asking someone what was going on, he was told that the ship was going 

out for sea trials and would not be back until sometime in the early hours of  

Sunday morning (I was not aware of this, probably something to do with the 

shock of Frank’s hospitality!). Our new found friends (questionable?) knew all 

along what was going to happen and kept us out of the way until Fife had moved 

away from the dock; RN humour again!  How we got back to Benson in one 

piece we will never know. 

 

 

John R. Welch RVM, BEM 
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Happy New Year! 
 

Towards the end of 2013 through our Squadron Fund, we have managed 
to purchase quite a few additional items of 84 Squadron Merchandise.  
These have been sourced from various trusted companies in both Cyprus 
and the UK.  All items are for sale with the price list shown below.  
Cheques need to be made out to “Service Funds, RAF Akrotiri” and 
posted to 84 Squadron Fund, RAF Akrotiri, BFPO 57.  Alternatively   
contact Trevor “Editor” and I may pick the stuff up for you when next in 
Cyprus. 
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S Q U A D R O N  B A D G E S  

The fund stocks 3 types of patch 

badge with the centre Squadron Crest 

Badge selling for €8 or £6.50 & the 2 

coloured Scorpion Badge selling for 

€7 or £6. 

S Q U A D R O N  T I E  

The stripe & motif open-mitre long 

ties have been made with the highest 

quality silk by Benson & Clegg of 

Piccadilly, London.  They have the 

same Scorpion design sewn in to each 

stripe as shown on the Bow Ties.  

S Q U A D R O N  P R I C E  

L I S T  

The rest of the stock prices are 

shown on next page. 

Many thanks in advance, to any 

future purchases that may be 

made.  And on behalf of all on 84 

Squadron, we wish you all a    

belated happy & prosperous 

2014. 

HOOT & ROAR! 
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Squadron Cummerbund 
 

This one size fits all is a beautiful example of the classic Cummerbund, all 

the more appealing with a very detailed 84 Squadron Scorpion sewn onto 

the front.  This item is priced at 30 Euros or £25.00 UKP. 

Squadron Bow Tie 

 
These new silk stripe & motif 

Bow Ties look amazing when 

worn & have been made by   

Benson & Clegg of   Piccadilly, 

London. 

They are priced at €28 or £23. 
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DON’T TELL THE MINISTRY!  

PART 1 

 

SQUADRON FORMED                                      JAN 1917 

DISBANDED                                                   30 JAN 1920 

REFORMED                                                  13 AUG 1920 

DISPERSED                                                     1 MAR 1942 

RE-ESTABLISHED                                        18 MAR 1942 

DISBANDED                                                   20 FEB 1953 

REFORMED                                                    20 FEB 1953 

DISBANDED                                                  31 DEC 1956 

REFORMED                                                   31 DEC 1956 

DISBANDED                                                    1 OCT 1971 

REFORMED                                                   17 JAN 1972 

 

84 SQUADRON ON THE GO FOR      35,343 DAYS 

 

OFF THE BOIL FOR ONLY      351 DAYS. 

ONLY ONE LOW NUMBERED FIGHTER SQUADRON CAN BOAST A 

BETTER RECORD THAN US ( 2(AC) WITH A TOTAL OF APPROX 30 

DAYS).  

JUST REMEMBER , WE HAVE HAD 1 VC, 

1 MARSHALL OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE,  

6 AIR MARSHALLS AND 6 OTHER AIR OFFICERS,  

THE FIRST FEMALE SQN COMMANDER IN THE RAF, 

15 DIFFERENT AIRCRAFT TYPES AS MAIN EQUIPMENT AND MORE 

THAN 5 OTHER TYPES IN THE TRAINING OR SUPPORT ROLE. 

OVER THE YEARS WE HAVE CARRIED OUT ALMOST EVERY ROLE 

THE R.A.F.  EVER HAD (SOME TIMES MORE THAN ONE AT A TIME) 

 

SO, DON’T TELL THE MINISTRY, THEY MAY GET A LITTLE 

UPSET THAT THE GLAMOUR BOY FIGHTER SQUADRONS 

HAVE MISSED OUT ON SUCH LONGEVITY!!!! 
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DON’T TELL THE MINISTRY!  

PART 2 

 

THIS YEAR, THE COUNTRY JOINED THE ROYAL AIR FORCE IN    

COMMEMORATING  

THE 70th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DAMBUSTERS RAID.  

 

LET US CONSIDER THIS EVENT.  

A SQUADRON IS FORMED WITH STATE OF THE ART AIRCRAFT 

FRESH FROM THE FACTORY, GIVEN INTENSIVE TRAINING IN       

PRECISION WEAPONS DELIVERY AND ATTACKS THREE DAMS IN A 

CIVILISED COUNTRY. NOW, WHAT IS A DAM? THE CONCISE           

OXFORD DICTIONARY GIVES THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: 

 

- A BARRIER CONSTRUCTED TO HOLD BACK WATER. 

 

HOWEVER, 
WE NOW HAVE TO TRAVEL BACK IN TIME TO 1928, WHEN THE 

IRAQI’S WERE OUR ALLIES AND THE FOUNDER OF SAUDI ARABIA 

WAS A REBEL TRIBESMAN.   THE REBEL WAR WAS AT A LATE 

STAGE BUT WAS NOT YET WON.   A COMBINED FORCE OF AIR AND 

GROUND UNITS WAS OPERATING UNDER THE NAME OF AKFORCE, 

PUSHING THE REBELS OUT OF IRAQ AND KUWAIT.   IN MAY 1928, 84  

SQD ATTACKED THE REBEL HELD ISLAND OF GUBBAH ON         

HAMMAR LAKE (REMEMBERING THAT GOOLIE CHITS WERE    

STANDARD ISSUE TO ALL CREWS).   THEY TARGETED THE BUND OR 

DAM THAT SURROUNDED THE ISLAND AND BREACHED IT THUS 

FLOODING THE ISLAND AND CAUSING THE RESIDENT REBEL SHEIK 

TO SURRENDER.  BY THE END OF THE MONTH IBN BIN SAUD GAVE 

WRITTEN ASSURANCES OF RESTRAINT BY THE SAUDI TRIBES.      

REMEMBER, 84 WERE FLYING THE WW1 VINTAGE DH9A THAT HAD 

BEEN MODIFIED FOR DESERT OPS, WITH OUT ANY SPECIAL    

TRAINING FOR THE CREWS, AND THEY MANAGED TO PRECEED 617 

SQD BY BEING: 
 

- THE FIRST DAMBUSTERS!!! 
 

 SO…….. DON’T TELL THE MINISTRY OR THEY MAY GET 

UPSET THAT HISTORY HAS CAUGHT THEM OUT  

 

(AGAIN!) 
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THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM  

AT ALREWAS, STAFFORDSHIRE 
 

You will read elsewhere in this edition that a party of Association members   

visited the National Memorial Arboretum on the Saturday of our reunion    

weekend.  We had a little difficulty finding the 2 plaques commemorating 84 

Squadron in the RAF wood, and having done so it was felt that 84 Squadron 

could be much better represented at the Arboretum.  You will also have read on 

page 12 that these sentiments were expressed again during our Saturday         

afternoon AGM, and it was agreed that the generous donation from the estate of 

Albert Arnold could be used to improve the Squadron’s presence at the          

Arboretum.  I elected to investigate further. 

 

I contacted Paul Kennedy at the Arboretum, asking numerous questions about 

suitable memorials, materials, design, ideas, costs etc, and how we might spend 

funds on a bigger and better commemoration to such an illustrious, and active, 

Squadron.  The following is the gist of his response. 

 

The Arboretum does not itself build memorials, but only provides a home and 

setting for them.  Consequently, it is up to a sponsor to come forward with an 

idea and then fully fund the design, build and the future maintenance of the    

memorial. 

 

Since The Royal British Legion took over the Arboretum in 2003 the Charitable 

Objectives have been tightened up.  Firstly the Arboretum commemorates those 

who died in the service of their country; secondly, those who served or suffered 

in the service of their country; and finally those who wish to be commemorated 

in some other way.  Only the first two categories can have a memorial and this 

must be sponsored by a “national” organisation, such as a Regiment or         

Regimental Association.  It was felt that 84 Squadron Association would fit into 

this category.  The third must be a feature which enhances the Arboretum from a 

visitor perspective, i.e. a piece of artwork, stone seat, payment for a path etc. 

 

All proposals need to be approved by their Landscape and Memorials Advisory 

Committee which sits once a quarter.  The Landscape and Memorials Advisory 

Committee requires engineer scale drawings of all proposals together with     

details of materials to be used along with any signage/text and the method of 

construction.  The location of the memorial is decided by the committee taking 

in to account, relevance to adjacent memorials and landscape setting.   
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With regard to financial implications the sponsoring organisation has to bear the 

full design and build costs and retains ownership, make arrangements for future 

maintenance, covering the maintenance over the next 20 years including the area 

immediately around the memorial/feature, and either insure the memorial/feature 

themselves or have it included in the Arboretum’s insurance and pay them the 

annual premium.  This currently works out at £10 per £1,000 of the replacement 

value.  In addition there is a £1,000 non-refundable application fee and the     

Arboretum would request that we make a donation of £60 per square metre of 

space occupied. 

 

I think you will agree that, from the above, a memorial to 84 Squadron is a non 

starter on the grounds of cost alone.  Just the £1000 non-refundable application 

fee would swallow up the amount of money we had proposed at the AGM,  

never mind any further engineer plans, drawings, materials etc.  However, there 

may be other avenues I could pursue. 

 

The Arboretum’s third objective, a feature which enhances the Arboretum from a 

visitor perspective, i.e. a piece of artwork, stone seat, payment for a path etc, 

might fit the bill.  I would be content to have, for example, a larger and          

distinctive Squadron plaque/stone close to an existing large tree nearer the centre 

of the site, rather than stuck out in the RAF wood.  Or perhaps a stone bench 

with an engraved Squadron plaque might be appropriate and within budget.         

I would not want to donate money to the Arboretum for their own spend unless 

the Squadron was fully recognised in some way. 

 

So, over to you, the Association members.  I would dearly like to pursue 

some sort of commemoration of 84 Squadron at the Arboretum, and would 

welcome your views.  I am also convinced that the family of the late Albert 

Arnold would relish their bequest being spent in this way.  Please give the 

subject some urgent consideration and come back to me with thoughts, 

ideas, even objections! 

 

Mike Chapple 

Chairman 

 

Understanding Engineers  
 

What is the difference between mechanical engineers and civil engineers?  

   

 

Mechanical engineers build weapons.  Civil engineers build targets.  
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Diane Ruth Williams - About me 

 
When patriot, former care assistant and registered disabled pensioner Diane   

Williams (nee Nicholson) gets the bit between her teeth there’s no stopping her. 

Diane was born during the Second World War to a WRAF mother and a     

Grenadier Guard father.  Unfortunately, with the sudden loss of her father she 

was placed into care before being sent away to an Army boarding school and so 

she grew up in a strict post war military environment many miles from home.  

 

Diane later married into the Royal Artillery and spent years living overseas as an 

army wife.  Her Grandfather, a police officer with the Cumberland Constabulary, 

passed away suddenly in his village police house.  Her twin brother also served 

with the Royal Artillery in Germany, and her son served with the Gloucestershire 

Regiment and later the Police.  

 

Diane’s brother and husband received no medallic recognition for services     

rendered, and whilst researching the family tree it transpired that neither did her 

Grandfather.  This lack of recognition has long been a cause of concern for those 

who have served; their families and the wider community, and although         

successive U.K. governments have promised to look at this situation, to date no 

veteran medal has been authorised.  The recent Military Medals Review by Sir 

John Holmes has not addressed the situation.  

 

So, Diane took matters into her own hands and began dialog with countless    

veterans, via the internet, from as many different backgrounds as possible with a 

view to assessing what they actually wanted.  The over-riding response that came 

back was that veterans would look after veterans and they wanted a commemora-

tive medal that made no false claims; didn’t purport to be something it wasn’t 

and that simply said ‘I am a veteran’.  

 

Following months of dialog the designs and ribbons were all agreed by military 

veterans themselves.  The project then ballooned and it was equally apparent that 

a similar commemorative medal was required for those countless civilians who 

perform equally challenging and hazardous roles at home, serving their        

communities day and night within the so called Home Services. 

 

With this information Diane then approached Worcestershire Medal Services, 

who carry the title by Royal Appointment and who created and supply the    

Elizabeth Cross, and the official Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, with a view to 

privately funding two medals, to reward those who have served in the Armed 

Forces and the Home Services. 
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The managing director, Phil McDermott was delighted at the proposal and as a 

result, and following extensive consultations, two 36mm silver plated, cupro 

nickel silver plated medals have been minted here in the United Kingdom and 

will be available from 22nd April, for all who have served and their next-of-kin 

to hand down to future generations.  The medals come in standard swing mount, 

Court mount and Ladies Bow style. Bespoke clasps are also available for each 

medal. 

 

Diane says ‘‘it’s been an extremely steep learning curve. To go from retired,   

disabled pensioner sat indoors with an oxygen mask on for fifteen hours a day to 

medal designer and website owner has been extremely challenging, but very  

exciting’’ 

 

The extremely costly project has been entirely funded from her savings and with 

medals due to go on sale in the National Memorial Arboretum shop in April, 

with profit going to maintain and preserve the NMA, the nation’s centre of     

Remembrance for future generations. 

 

Diane said ‘‘I have been a regular visitor to the NMA and in particular to one 

memorial that remembers my son and also to the Changi Prisoner of War       

Memorial Chapel as my uncle was a Japanese POW during the Second World 

War.  However, that isn’t the end of the story.  Diane wanted the medals to     

further help two good causes and so approached the Stillbirth & Neonatal Death 

Charity, who have agreed to be the beneficiary of the Home Services Medal and 

Pilgrim Bandits who have agreed to be the beneficiary of the Armed Forces   

Veteran Medal.  Diane said ‘‘seventeen babies are stillborn or die shortly after 

birth here in the United Kingdom every day.  Sands support anyone affected by 

the death of a baby.  They work in partnership with health professionals to     

improve the quality of care and services offered to bereaved families, and      

promote research and changes in practice that could help to reduce the loss 

of babies' lives’’. 
www.uk-sands.org 

 

Pilgrim Bandits were formed by ex SAS and other Special Forces members and 

so know that adversity, challenges and obstacles serve to strengthen the human 

spirit. But for some of those they support, just to smile or enjoy the company of 

others is an almost insurmountable task. They endeavor to get them to believe in 

a life worth living again. Through Pilgrim Bandits they push to new limits. They 

help others. They inspire children and young people by working with schools 

and care centres. They raise funds like other charities, and they also try to fund 

research to push scientific and engineering advances into prosthetic limbs. 

www.pilgrimbandits.org 

http://www.uk-sands.org/improving-care/overview.html
http://www.uk-sands.org/research/overview.html
http://www.uk-sands.org
http://www.pilgrimbandits.org
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For more information about the medals, the meaning of the ribbons and why the 

insignia was chosen on the obverse and reverse please visit Diane’s website at: 

www.medalsofdistinction.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

Armed Forces Veteran Medal          Home Services Medal 

                                          
 

AFVM Commemorative Description 

 

Ribbon 

The patriotic 32mm green ribbon reflects the green fields of home and is super-

imposed by broad bands of dark blue, red and light blue, symbolic of the Armed 

Forces. 

 

Diane at the National War   Me-

morial in Staffordshire on a very 

cold 2013 February  morning. 

Brrrrrrr. 

http://www.medalsofdistinction.co.uk


Scorpion News 

44 

Obverse 

A globe denotes the home and worldwide deployments to which our Armed 

Forces have been mobilised, surrounded by the fouled anchor, the Sykes-

Fairbairn dagger, a crossed bayonet and kukari and a flying eagle; all within the 

inscription ARMED FORCES VETERAN. 

 

Reverse 

A full laurel wreath encompasses the emotive phrase  

FOR SERVICES RENDERED. 

 

Clasps 

Bespoke engraved clasps are available with up to twenty characters, including 

spaces, i.e., ROYAL NAVY, WREN, ARMY, WRAC, ROYAL ENGINEERS, 

ROYAL  SCOTS,  GORDON HIGHLANDERS, ROYAL AIR FORCE, WAAF, 

RAF REGIMENT, HONG KONG, LIBYA, GERMANY, 1982-1990, NA-

TIONAL SERVICE, etc., are just some examples. 

 
AFVM Clasp Example 

 
HSM Commemorative Description 

 

Ribbon 

The 32mm black ribbon depicts the shadow of despair and helplessness with the 

central yellow band representing a ray of light and hope, symbolic of those who 

work within the countless Home Services organisations. 
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Obverse 

The four points of the compass are superimposed by an inspiring and            

compassionate hand that supports and guides its fellow human, all within the 

inscription HOME SERVICES MEDAL.  

 

Reverse 

A crown and laurel wreath encloses the poignant phrase  

FOR SERVICES TO HUMANITY. 

 

Clasps 

Bespoke engraved clasps are available with up to twenty characters, including 

spaces, i.e., BORDER AGENCY, TRADING STANDARDS, SPECIAL CON-

STABLE, P.C.S.O., FIRE & RESCUE, AMBULANCE STAFF, DOCTOR, 

PARAMEDIC, NHS STAFF, CARER, SANDS STAFF, COASTGUARD, 

R.N.L.I., MOUNTAIN RESCUE, CIVIL AIR PATROL, M.I.5, RED CROSS, 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ROYAL OBSERVER CORPS, etc., are just some 

examples. 

                  
                      HSM Clasp Example 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A young girl walks into a supermarket and on her way round 

she sees the bloke who had his wicked way with her the 

previous evening, after they had met in a pub.  He was 

stacking washing powder boxes on the shelves.  

   

"You lying toad she yells  

"last night you told me you were a stunt pilot" 

   

"No" he says  

"I told you I was a member of the Ariel display team"  
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UPDATE FROM YHPG 

 
Not very much to contribute at present except to confirm that XP345 is in good 

shape and following the grab-back of the Gnome engine by MoD we are still 

searching but without success for a replacement, so if anyone has any ideas 

please get in touch. 

 

The Corgi version of XP345 in 84 Sqn 'B' Flight markings circa 1976 is very 

nice (as some of you have seen) despite it having been wrongly titled on the box 

and other artwork as '1563 Flt 1973'.  (Still have a few available at a good price) 

I have had the opportunity to talk with those at Corgi and apologies were     

forthcoming with the hope that such errors could be prevented in the future (as I 

had attempted to prevent those in the past) but, of course, nothing can be done to 

rectify the mistakes with XP345. 

 

The Beverley cockpit from XL 140 is drying out nicely now and gets a regular 

clean around inside to hopefully prepare for a bit of restoration/preservation 

work.  Unfortunately its a bit far down the priority list at the moment. 

 

I would like to send best wishes to all at 84 Squadron and the Association and 

please encourage your Members to make themselves known to someone if they 

visit the Museum in the hope that one of us might be there to greet them. 

 

Alan Beattie 
 

This Website is amazing. 
 

They actually have photographs of almost every School in the World. 

  

Unless you went to School when cameras weren't invented, you will find a photo 

of yourself or at least your classmates. 

 

 Click on the link below or type it into your search line. 

You have to enter the name of your school and Year that you were there. 

 

  

Give it a go.....   They Found Me !!!!!!!!!! 
 

www.worldschoolphotographs.com  

http://www.worldschoolphotographs.com/
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Another One For The Beverley Boys 
Spotted at YHPG Doncaster trying to fly through new workshop huge 

model Beverley.  Nose of XL 140 displayed just below model. 
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Ecstasy or NOT? 
 
He was in ecstasy with a huge smile on his face as his 
wife moved forward,  
Then backwards, forward, then backwards again......  
Back and forth...Back and forth.....In and 
out.......She could feel the sweat on her forehead, 
between her breasts and trickling down the small of 
her back. 
She was getting near to the end. 
Her heart was pounding..... Her face was flushed..... 
Then she moaned, softly at first,  
then began to groan louder. 
Finally, totally exhausted, she let out an almighty 
scream and shouted, 
 

"Okay, Okay!!! I can’t park the car!!! 
You do it, you smug bastard!!!" 

 

The Necessities of eating 'Oatmeal' 
 

These days it is vitally important that we know the 
value of healthy eating. 
 
A tough old cattleman from Jindabyne (NSW, Australia) 
counselled his granddaughter that if she wanted to 
live a long life, the secret was to sprinkle a pinch 
of gunpowder on her oatmeal (Porridge) every morning.   
 
The granddaughter did this religiously until she died 
aged 103! 
 
She left behind; 14 children, 30 grandchildren,       
45 great grandchildren, 25 great great grandchildren 
and; 
 

A 40-FOOT HOLE WHERE THE CREMATORIUM USED TO BE 
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OC 84 Squadron 

‘View From The Top’ 
 

 
A warm hello to all you UK-based Scorpions from us out here in sunny 

Akrotiri!!!  Actually, I lie… A  ‘’!!@@**?!!@’’ COLD hello from us 

here in Cyprus.  It is freezing!  For the first time in 18 months the chaps 

out here are walking around wearing ‘puffa’ jackets (down-filled winter 

jackets) and I have even dusted off my old woolly-pulley jumper.  Space-

heaters are going like gang-busters in the Sqn offices and hot cuppas have 

replaced our usual bottles of water.  We have had an unseasonably cool 

winter and this year, only the bravest dared go for a Christmas-swim 

down at the beach.   I can hear your groans, ‘’ Mac, you’ve nothing to 

complain about!  You chaps have it nice and warm out there.’’   Well, all 

that I can say is that you are all welcome to come on out for a visit and tell 

us that in person.  Joking aside, I again want send you all a very sincere 

welcome to come and visit us if you can; we would love to see you. 

 

On that note, we now have a fantastic ‘newly renovated’ Scorpy Inn.  

Aphrodite’s Rock Brewery (check them out on the internet) have       

sponsored us.  This team of dedicated brewers from Yorkshire have set up 

shop north of Paphos and have supplied us with two real-ale taps and 

enough real ale to drown a water buffalo.  No more having to put up with 

lager and the deadly Keo head-aches.  Quality beer aside, the real         

improvement to the Scorpy has been a significant amount of effort put 

into properly framing a large portion of the very best photos from our 84 

Sqn photo albums.  We have focussed on displaying huge numbers of the 

‘group photos’ ranging from the boys out on the Western Front to Shaibah 

to Habbaniya to Akrotiri.  We’ve got you framed whether it be whilst 

wearing a pith helmet, Bombay bloomers, dodgy 1950s sports kit, or even 

dodgier 1970s hairstyles (the SWOs must have been blind in the 70s).  We 

even have a very young looking portrait of Arthur Gill hanging front and 

centre! 

 

On the work-side of life, the Sqn was involved in providing increased 

support to OP LUMINOUS.  This Op involved a large increase in air    

activity as a contingency against the chemical warfare attacks occurring in 

Syria.  Whilst, we only increased our flying rates a little, our real issue 
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was manning our SAR standby lines 24 hours a day with significantly  

reduced manning.  The boys, however, coped very well and took it all in 

their stride.  Thereafter, our engineers were put to the test having to keep 

aircraft on the line whilst carrying-out extra second-line maintenance   

activity at a tempo which was quite above and beyond that normally     

expected of a team of eight men.  Now that Christmas is done, we are all 

hitting the books hard in preparation for the trappers (STANEVAL) who 

are coming out to put us through the mill by testing our ground        

knowledge, medical procedures, and flying skills.  Needless to say, we are 

looking forward to a warmer, and trapper-free, March.   

Oh dear Mac you will have us all crying in our beer next? 

 

On the people front, we said good-bye to Flt Lt Tony Hamshaw, who was 

holding with us prior to commencing his flying training.  What a sterling 

chap!  He not only did most of the hard graft for the Scorpy renovation, 

but he managed to nip back to the UK and pass the All Arms Commando 

Course with distinction: well done Tony.  Sgt Jona Carrington left us and 

finished his service with the RAF after 22 years.  He is off to fly SAR in 

civilian world.  But not before cycling all the way from Cyprus back to 

UK in aid of cancer research.  We wish him the best of luck and hope he 

carries a very large puncture kit.  Last month, we also welcomed Flt Lt 

Gaz Carr to the Sqn.  Gaz, an ex-crewman turned pilot, joins us from the 

Merlin Force by way of 60 Sqn at Shawbury. 

 

A quick heads-up: RAF Akrotiri is currently in the very early stages of 

planning a grand 60th anniversary in 2015.  I will be sure to keep you in 

the loop and appraised of any concurrent 84 Sqn parties. 

 

That is it from me.  Again, please contact Flt Lt Gareth Cone if you would 

like to plan a visit (BFC-AKI-84SQN-Pilot@mod.uk).  Come on out for a 

pint of the best real-ale served in Cyprus and let me know what you think 

of the Scorpy! 

 

Hoot and Roar! 

 

MAC 

 

 

mailto:BFC-AKI-84SQN-Pilot@mod.uk
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 Tapestry 
  

Yvonne Marsden, an associate member, who lives in    
Limassol in Cyprus, kindly embroidered a tapestry, which 
she presented to the Association. 
  
At one of our reunions, one of our members asked if he 
could borrow it for a year, and return it the following 
year.  No record was kept of the transaction and the    
tapestry has disappeared. 
  
Would that member please contact Brendan, our        
secretary, to discuss the tapestry’s safe-keeping.   
Many thanks. 
 
AMG 

Vickers Vincent MK 1 
Can’t find anyone to attribute picture unknown source on internet 
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Sergeant-Pilot Charles F. WHITELOCK   

RAF – Pilot 1937 - 39 

  
I was so sorry to receive a phone-call from Tim Wilcox, Charles Whitelock’s 

nephew in Exeter, telling me that his uncle had died peacefully in a residential 

home in Exeter, on the 15 October 2013, aged 99 (only a few months short of his 

100th birthday). 

  

Charles was our oldest member and was born in Ayr in Scotland just as the First 

World War was about to commence.  At 17, he joined the pre-war RAF as an 

apprentice at RAF Halton and was trained from 1932 to 1933, as an armament 

fitter.  He was later selected for flying and trained as a pilot at RAF Abu Sueir in 

Egypt from 1936 to 1937.  When Charles was awarded his pilot’s wings, he was 

posted to 84 Squadron at RAF Shaibah in Iraq, where the RAF kept the peace 

between warring tribes for 20 years.  There Charles and the other aircrew flew 

the Vickers ‘Vincent’.  In 1939, he returned to England.  (In Scorpions Sting, on 

pages 32 – 33, Charles described the crash of Vincent K6336 at the  Khor     

Gharim landing ground in Iraq, killing the crew, which Charles                        

witnessed.  Chapter 6  - ’The Vincent Years’ is well-worth re-reading). 

  

Charles was posted to No 1490 Fighter Gunnery Flight at RAF                      

Acklington, towing drogues from 1940 - 1943.   He was commissioned in 1942 

and was awarded a permanent commission after the war in 1948, in the       

Technical Armament branch.  He was posted to Australia, on loan to the RAAF 

from 1951 to 1953, and reached the rank of squadron leader before he retired 

from the RAF in 1961, after 31 years service.  He emigrated to Australia in 

1961, but returned to England again in 1973. 

  

Charles was married after the war, but his wife predeceased him and they had no 

children.  Apart from his nephew, Tim in Exeter, Charles left a sister aged over 

100 who lives in a care home in the North of England.  Brendan Cottrell, our 

secretary, and I always sent Charles cards on his birthday and I phoned him 

regularly to keep in touch, as he led a very quiet, lonely life.  We will miss him. 

  

We are grateful to Terry Butcher for representing the Squadron and the          

Association at Charles’ cremation, which was held at Exeter Crematorium on the 

29th October 2013. 

 

AMG 
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SENIOR AIRCRAFTMAN BERNARD SUMMERFIELD 

APRIL 1962 – APRIL 1964 

 
I am sad to have to report that Bernard died on 1st October this year at the age of 

70 years.  He served with the squadron as an Airframe Mechanic at Khormaksar 

and managed to get around to lots of places during his time there including    

Masirah, Sharjah, Bahrain, Riyan and Salalah and farther afield to Nairobi,   

Tanganyika, and what was then Southern Rhodesia.  Bernie joined the RAF as a 

Boy Entrant in 1958 and after an eventful RAF career he retired as a Chief  

Technician in 1983. 

 

On retirement he became the proprietor of a Holiday Park in Anglesey where he 

worked for 22 years with his wife Euronwy (Mona) and their two children to 

whom we extend our sincere condolences.  Bernie once remarked “I have had a 

wonderful life” 

 

B.C. 

84 Squadron Blackburn Beverly 1958 to 1967  in Kormaksar 



Scorpion News 

54 

Just to let you know that my husband, M.J.S. Verschoyle, passed away on 10.03.13 aged 
88 yrs.  D.O.B. 11.02.1925.  He always enjoyed reading his copy of 'Scorpion News'   
immediately it arrived. 
  
Yours faithfully, 
Elizabeth Verschoyle 
 

 Flying Officer Michael John Stuart VERSCHOYLE, 

RAF  -  Navigator 1946 - 47 
  

I was very sorry to receive an email last August from Elizabeth Verschoyle in 

Australia, to tell us that her husband, Michael had died in March 2013, aged 88, 

in Tasmania where they lived.  She added that Johnnie, as we knew him on the 

Squadron, always enjoyed reading his copy of Scorpion News immediately it 

arrived. 

  

John was born in Northwich, England.  He was educated at Rugby School, then 

on to Oxford University.  He joined the RAF in January 1943, after training on a 

short course on the university air squadron and, after further training, became a 

navigator.  He was commissioned in October 1944 and joined 84, as the    

Squadron Navigation Officer and  Intelligence Officer, in 1946. 

.  

After the Squadron nearly came to a disastrous end whilst flying the de Havil-

land Mosquito (which killed more squadron aircrew than  Japanese) the aircraft 

were grounded.  The Squadron was hastily re-equipped prematurely with the 

Bristol ‘Beaufighter’ and Johnnie had several ‘near misses’ when flying in the 

‘new’ aircraft which had numerous engine failures and crashes, due to the      

aircraft having been ‘mothballed’ in India and others having been stored under 

poor conditions for several years.  Due to the shortage of officers, John had   

several additional duties - as an Air Traffic controller in the tower, and as the  

temporary Civilian Labour officer in charge of 3,000 Tamil coolies and 800 

Japanese POWs and, finally, the Jungle Survival instructor for SE Asia.  

   

After John left the RAF in August 1947, he became a farm labourer, a laboratory 

assistant in the Coal Board, a factory worker, a research   technical officer, and a 

farmer.  Due to medical problems, he finally retired in 1983 aged 58. 

  

Johnnie was such a likeable, ‘happy go lucky’ member of the Squadron  - full of 

fun and always smiling.  He is sadly missed by Elizabeth and their four 

‘children’, and by those who knew him in the Association. 

  

AMG 
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 M.A.L.M. DOUGLAS POULTER 

APRIL 1962 – APRIL 1964 

 
We have learned only recently of the death of Douglas who passed away on the 

19th January last at the age of 88 years.  He served with the squadron as an ALM 

at Khormaksar.  Later postings were with 47 squadron and 216 squadron and in 

several locations world wide including a period with the RAAF in Perth. 

 

He joined the RAF in September, 1943 and worked  as an Armourer until his 

“demob” in 1946.  Having enjoyed his RAF service he re-enlisted in September, 

1947 re-trained and continued to serve in various roles until 1969 having      

completed 22 years service.  

 

On leaving the RAF Douglas worked with an American Oil Company as a     

security officer for 8 years then as a security officer in the House of Commons 

for 3 years.  Douglas was single. 

 

B.C. 

A LITTLE THOUGHT  

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
      

 

There comes a time for all of us 

 

When we must say goodbye. 

 

But memories of those we love 

 

Live on and never die. 
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