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FOREWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN  
 

In my last Foreword I commented at length about our President Arthur Gill     

approaching his 100th birthday, and what influence he had had over many years 

both as our Chairman and then President.  He did survive his birthday             

celebrations with family and friends, but sadly died, peacefully, a few days later.  

I am sure that one of his last happy recollections was a visit from Cyprus by    

current representatives of his beloved 84 Squadron.  There are a number of     

tributes to Arthur later in this edition which eloquently and historically sum up 

what a great personality he had, and what an influential leader he was.  At this 

stage therefore may I offer on behalf of the Association our heartfelt condolences 

to Doris and family at the passing of a great man.  He is sadly missed by us all. 
 

Although now a bit of an anticlimax may I remind you that our traditional annual 

weekend reunion and AGM will take place in September and for those not       

already committed there are details later of how to join us.  Please, please do so, 

and come armed with your thoughts and wishes on the future of your Association.  

We will brief you as to current thoughts and plans on centenary celebrations in 

January 2017 at East Boldre, February 2017 at RAF Akrotiri and September 2017 

somewhere in England!  I would also appreciate your thoughts on the future 

shape, structure and personalities on the Committee.   
 

I have told you in the past that I am not into social networking, and therefore the 

only way I can communicate with the vast majority of you is twice a year through 

this medium.  I receive very little in return, apart from t’committee, so can only 

assume all is well out there and you are content with our offerings.  I have my 

doubts!  My big regret though is that there are a lot of thoughts and ideas about 

which I should be aware as your Chairman, but the only way to get them to me is 

to please tell me manually. 
 

I am writing this on a gloomy Saturday afternoon, wondering when summer will 

arrive.  Last week I spent 4 days in Cornwall and only saw the sun for half a day.  

One wet day we drove from near Padstow to Porthcurno near Lands End, a one 

hour journey that took 3 hours.  We wanted to visit the Minack Theatre at 

Porthcurno but after climbing up the cliff path we found it closed for an afternoon 

performance.  The rain stopped, mostly, for the journey back.  Another wet day 

we spent at the Eden Project along with half the visitor population of Cornwall on 

a non-beach day.  Great attraction though and well worth a visit.  I hope your 

holiday period is going as well as mine!  I bet it is warmer and sunnier on my  

favourite Mediterranean island. 
 

Finally, thanks again to all our contributors, mainly regulars.  We are a bit light 

though on articles, and even I have had to offer a paragraph or two to fill the 

space.  Please search your archives and memories, and let us have it!   
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EDITORIAL 

 

I will start off by apologising for the lateness of this publication, I thought 

I was ahead of the game so went on holiday to sunny Cyprus.  Whilst 

there temperatures soared to mid upper 30’s, forest fires! More about that 

one later.  Returned home on the Sunday and started back to work on the 

Monday, woke up in a strange hotel on Tuesday, couldn't open my eye 

and felt awful.  Guess what?  I had got later diagnosed as Optical       

Shingles, Oh its wonderful!  Anyway three weeks later I started back to 

work this week with a nice trip down to Kemble to push another veteran 

out the hangar after 36 years.  A Harvard, last flow in from Portugal in 

1980, she looks wonderful and will by now have taken her first flight post 

rebuild.  

 

I have also been eagerly awaiting all of your promised stories etc, but alas 

we are back to the standard few, but I hope you enjoy it.  As you can 

imagine quite a bit of this edition has been dedicated to the memory of our 

former president Arthur Gill who’s shoes we cannot fill. 

 

Please attend this years reunion at Albrighton Hall if at all possible i.e. 

Book Now.  Many more details and venues should be known by then for 

next years  centenary celebrations.  Most of you will already be aware that 

we now have at least two Face book sites related to 84 Squadron, I wish 

someone would compile a list for me to publish of all relevant sites. 

 

For all you museologists plane spotters / buffs etc I have heard that maybe 

a serviceable/usable engine has been found for XP-345 at Aeroventure.  

Also for those that don't know I have been involved in the restoration of 

Donald Campbell’s Bluebird since 2006.  She is not far off being ready to 

venture onto the water again, in fact the engine is now running and will 

undergo full power testing during September this year.  For all you who 

have an interest in this type of project it has now been officially            

announced that Red Arrows pilot current Red 8, Stew Campbell has been 

accepted as the second/understudy pilot/driver for the boat once she takes 

back to the water to work alongside lead driver Ted Walsh.   

For more information and a lot of decent reading please visit: 

 

bluebirdproject.com  ont tinterweb! 
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NEW HOOTERS 
 
Ray Kennedy: 

 

Joined the RAF in 63 - 64 for 18 months training at RAF St Athan,        

Instrument Mechanic 49th Entry 

Ballykelly 65 - 66 Shackletons - SAC 

Newton 66 - 67 Fitters Course Aircraft Fitter Electrical - J/T 

Binbrook 68 - 70 Lightnings 5 Sqdn / Electrical Bay  

Akrotiri 70 - 73 Lightnings 56 Sqdn / Electrical Bay - Cpl 

Coltishall  73 - 74 Electrical Bay  

Sealand 74 - 78 Electrical Bay 30 MU - Sgt 

UN Nicosia 78 - 80 Whirlwinds 84 Sqdn B Flt. 

Brawdy 80 - 83 Hunters / Hawks Hangar CH/T 

Scamton 83 - 86 Red Arrows i/c B shift 

Demon 86 for BAe Brough 

86 - 00 Customer Support / Technical Representative South Korea  then     

Malaysia. Hawk Aircraft 
 

Graham Dew: 

 

Born 05/05/37 in London. Married to Moya has 2 sons.  

Lives in Brookfield Queensland, Australia. Went to Emanuel School, 

Wandsworth.  

Joined the RAF 13/08/55 then career as follows:  

Aug 55 No1 ASS Swanton Morley aircrew cadet  

Aug 56 CNCS Shawbury safety pilot 

56 AFS Thorney Island 

57 242 OCU Dishforth, Valetta Conversion 

58-60 84 Khormaksor 

61 Apron Controller Lyneham 

62-63 47 Sqn Beverley Abingdon  
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Ian Woodford: 

 

Born 10/12/47 in Lancaster. Married to Jane and lives in Wroughton 

Wilts. Attended Rosegrove Secondary Modern, Burnley.  

Joined the RAF 18/01/68 and career as follows:  

West Raynham (Hunters)  

Brize Norton (VC10) 

Akrotiri (Whirlwind) 

Brawdy (Whirlwind)  

Lyneham (Hercules - GE)  

High Wycombe 

(Tech Author) Apr 74 - Mar 75  

Cpl A Tech A, Sep 77 - Sep 80  

Sgt ATA MOD Boscombe Down (R&D, ETPS), Supervisor Met          

Research C130  

Supervisor Alpha Jet ECU bay                  

 
 

David Drake: 
 

Born 01/09/47 in Alsager, Cheshire. Married to Anne Lives in Winchester 

Hants. Schooled at Bishop Wordsworth, Salisbury (and others). 

Joined RAF 17/03/67. Career as follows:  

67-68 Nav School Gaydon and Stradishall 

68-69 Andover C1 OCU 

May 69 - June 70 84 Sqn Sharjah  

June 70 - May 73 46 Sqn (Andover C1 - Abingdon and Thorney Island) 

June 73 - Sept 75 10 Sqn (VC10 - Brize Norton. Time on Sqn: May 69 - 

June 70, Fg Off, Navigator. Awarded the OBE. 

Career since leaving the RAF Member of HM Diplomatic Service 

(Nigeria, Kuwait, Bonn (Civil Air Attache), Singapore and New York. 

Time between was in the FCO in Met Wife Anne on an aero-med at     

Gutersloh 1971, Anne was PMRAFNS  
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I wrote the following item many years ago for someone who had a       particular 

interest in the helicopter concerned.  It contains some archaic military language 

which some of you might remember from SAR days.  I hope you find it of     

interest. 

 

WHIRLWIND 10 XJ 723 
 

I was on C Flight, 202 Squadron, RAF Leuchars from January 1969 to January 

1971, and first flew XJ723 on 13 August 1970.  It was the first time the aircraft 

had appeared in my log book at Leuchars, and I suspect it had come from HQ 

202 Squadron, RAF Leconfield, after a major servicing. 

 

I flew a total of 33 sorties in XJ723 from 13 August until 30 December 1970, 

when I was posted to RAF Akrotiri.  Those sorties consisted of a total of 25 

hours 55 minutes captain day, 1 hour 10 minutes 1st pilot day, and 3 hours 30 

minutes captain night.  16 of those 33 sorties were concerned with 6 SAR  

scrambles.  4 of those scrambles were relatively routine; assisting an overturned 

yacht off Leith harbour, airborne for a Leuchars based Lightning with severe 

engine vibration problems, a visiting Meteor aircraft short on fuel, and to Glen-

coe with ground crew to recover the first standby Whirlwind which had gone 

unserviceable on a scramble. 

 

The remaining 2 scrambles were a bit more interesting.  On 29 August we flew 

to Ben Alder, East of Rannoch Moor in Scotland, to look for a    missing 

climber.  We flew initially to Corrour Station on the Moor to liaise with some of 

the mountain rescue team.  I landed on the railway track at the station and shut 

down but the station mistress came running out to tell me to move because a 

train was due.  I therefore wound XJ 723 up again and took off to a flat patch of 

land to the west of the station and shut down again.  A few minutes later I     

happened to glance back at XJ723 to see the aircraft slowly sinking into a bog.  

The 2 ADF aerials on the nose were touching the ground and the main wheel 

axles were level with the ground.  I quickly wound her up again and was        

successful in sucking the aircraft out with only minor ground resonance       

problems.  The train had gone through by now, so we were able to land back on 

the rail track.  We then flew to Ben Alder, where the mountain rescue team had 

found the, dead, climber.  We brought the body bag back to the station, and I 

then elected to fly back to Ben Alder to bring in as many of the rescue team that 

fuel would allow.  As 4 of the rescue team boarded the helicopter, a mountain 

rescue dog rushed out of the heather and flung himself on board.  It is the only 

time I ever flew a dog in the cabin. 
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The second scramble was on 30 October to the Mull of Kintyre where the 

“Hereford Express” had run aground at the tip of the Mull on Sanda Island.  The 

ship was carrying live cattle from Northern Ireland to Glasgow for slaughter, but 

because the ship had run aground all hell let loose from the animal protection 

groups, so we were tasked to assist.  We put some people on board, and between 

them they managed to get a steer from the hold onto the deck, and overboard.  

The stupid animal then started to swim back towards Ireland rather than the 

twenty yards to the shore of Sanda Island.  I then flew round and round the steer 

to eventually persuade it to swim ashore.  Its feet touched rock and it just stood 

there, up to its neck in sea water, thankful to be on firm ground.  The local   

Scottish newspapers were full of the daring of the crew to rescue this steer, but 

little did they know that as the tide went out, the steer was eventually rescued by 

the Coastguard personnel nearby for fresh meat. 

 

The captain of the “Hereford Express” told us that evening that the ship was 

fully insured and had had a new £2000 radio recently fitted.  We were welcome 

to it for Squadron funds.  So, next day I flew out to the ship again from RAF 

Machrihanish and we winched down a couple of the ground crew we had 

brought along with a brief to lift the radio.  The ship by now was on quite a list, 

in heavy seas, so I gave the guys 10 minutes only on board.  The trouble was 

they were like children let loose in someone else’s house, and completely       

ignored the radio.  When they were winched back onto XJ723 they brought with 

them such items as anoraks, food, 45s and LP records and a bacon-slicing      

machine!  Another day had gone by, and we loaded the aircraft with local fresh 

fish for the flight home.  By now there were so many people to fly home with 

such a weight of fish I could only manage fuel for Machrihanish to Glasgow  

Airport where I had to land for more fuel for the onward journey to Leuchars. 

 

The remaining non operational sorties I flew in XJ723 were a mixture of wet 

winching with the marine craft unit boat up from Bridlington, night circuits,    

general handling, wet drum winching, sarbe homing practice, winching with the 

Broughty Ferry lifeboat, Decca navigation, dry winching and simulated instru-

ment flying. 

 

Mike Chapple 

 

Just a thought?? 

 
 

After 100 years lying on the sea bed, Irish divers were amazed 

to find that the Titanic’s swimming pool was still full...  
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This poem was written by Eric Sykes in 1942.  Many thanks Eric! 
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Little Brown Bottle   

 

 

The other day I went over to a nearby Boots Chemists. 
 
When I got there, I went straight to the back of the store 
to where the Pharmacists Counter is located. 
 
I took out my little brown bottle along with a teaspoon and 
laid them both onto the counter. 
 
The pharmacist came over smiled and asked if he could help 
me. 
 
I said, "Yes!  Could you please taste this for me?" 
 
Being I'm a senior  citizen...I guess the Pharmacist just 
went along with me. 
 
He picked up the spoon and put a tiny bit of the liquid on 

his tongue and swilled it around. 

 

Then with a stomach-churning look on his face he spit it out 

on the floor and began coughing. 

 

When he finally was finished, I looked him right in the eye 

asked, Now, does that taste sweet to you?" 

 

The pharmacist, shaking his head back and forth with a 

venomous look in his eyes yelled, HELL NO!!!" 

 

So I said, "Oh thank God! That's a real relief!  My doctor 

told me to get a pharmacist to test my urine for sugar!" 

 

Well, I can never go back to that Boots, but I really don't 

care, because; they aren’t very friendly there 

anyway!!! 
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84 Squadron RAF Association    

      

Income & Expenditure for the 12 months to 31st March 2015 

      

      

Income      

      

Subscriptions    510.00 

Bank Interest    10.29 

Donations    30.00 

Tfr from P/Cash    13.50 

2014 Reunion    550.00 

Merchandise    281.00 

Bank Goodwill    25.00 

     1419.79 

      

Expenditure     

      

Postage   65.26   

Printing   119.76   

Secretarial Expenses 18.42   

Archive Renovation  770.00   

Raffle Prizes  59.04   

2014 Reunion  309.00   

Donations  250.00   

Merchandise  215.00   

      1806.48 

       

Net Expenditure for year   -386.69 
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Minutes of the  84 Squadron Association (Royal Air Force) 

AGM 2015 
 

1. Chairman opened the AGM. 

 

2.  Message from the Squadron CO (see attached) 

   Apologies. Many this year: 

Arthur Gill 

OC 84 Sqn, Sqn Ldr Simpson 

Flt Lt Pete Towill 

John Plant 

Keith Edwards 

Bob King 

Mac Maclachan 

Jack Babbington 

Tom Paddon 

Dave Cocker 

Paul Critchely 

David Cain 

John Hammond 

George Muir 

Peter Barnard 

Liam Chalmers 

Derek Smith 

 

3. Minutes of the 2014 AGM were passed as accurate – unanimously 

 

4.  No matters arising from the previous Minutes 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report. Last year’s accounts were externally audited. End of 

period 01/04/14 to 31/03/15 the two accounts contain £904.93 in the current  

account and £4106.12 in the deposit account. Total income was £1419.79 and 

Expenditure of £1806.48. This was a net loss of £386.69 with a large sum of 

£770 allocated to the Squadron for archive renovation. Full accounts available 

on request to the Treasurer! 

 

6. The Chairman then officially welcomed everyone and asked the new 

members to make themselves known. All were greeted enthusiastically by the 

current members. 

 

7. The Secretary gave his report: 
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a. The Reunion Secretary then made his report and explained the formal dinner 

for that night.  He then went on to explain the early ideas for the 100th            

Anniversary in 2017.  He is hoping that we may have a tie up with the          

Shuttleworth   Collection SE5a that was an ex 84 Squadron machine from WW1. 

 

b.  The Newsletter editor made his report and asked for more copy from      

members.  He also mentioned the Kohima article in Airfix Magazine that        

includes details on our Squadron involvement. 

 

c.   The Archivist continued his epic about the Squadron and the fact that it has 

had over 35,000 days in existence. He also talked about a draft anniversary print, 

some commemorative coins.  He was trying to persuade the owners of the flying 

Mk1 Blenheim to paint it in 84 Squadron colours in time for the 100th             

Anniversary. 

 

d.   Mike Faulkner then repeated his appeal for help in forging the new way 

ahead for the Association.  Further to this Mike has written to all past Sqd Cdrs 

and most will be involved in the centenary celebrations. 

 

e.   The committee then stood down and the election of a new one was made. 

The only change being that Pete Hersey will now take over as Treasurer vice 

Terry Butcher who wanted the roles of Secretary and Treasurer splitting. 

 

f.    Next we had a presentation about the Squadron from Flt Lt Gaz Carr who is 

2 i/c the Squadron in Cyprus and had made the trip to be with the Association. 

He read us letter from the new CO.  He then assured us of the commitment to 

support the Association and also the fact that the Squadrons future may be      

extended past 2017 with new contracts for around 3 years. All members will be 

welcomed at the Squadron provided they are not busy on Ops that day and prior 

notice is given. 

 

There being no other business from the membership so the Chairman made his 

closing statements and ended the AGM with the normal comments of “to the 

bar!!” 

 

Hoot and Roar. 

 

Another thought? 

 

Paddy thought his new girlfriend might be the one but after looking through her 

knickers drawer and finding a nurse's outfit, a French maid's outfit, and a police 

woman’s uniform, he finally decided if she can't hold down a job, she's not for 

him...  
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June 2016 from apartment roof 

one of the 20 aircraft attack on forest fires 

on the Troodos mountains 

Two fire fighters were killed and a 

third injured in the worst forest fires 

in Cyprus for years.  20 Aircraft were 

involved in fighting the fires these 

included aircraft from 84 Sqd, 4 

Canadair water bomber’s from 

Greece, helicopters from Israel, Italy, 

France as well as the local Cypriot 

force.  I just happened to be under-

neath the flight path when filling up 

in Larnaca bay. 20 seconds on the 

water then off. 

 

More pictures in later pages.  

http://forces.tv/38654946  

 

http://forces.tv/38654946
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What goes around, comes around? 
 

His name was Fleming, and he was a poor Scottish farmer. One day, while trying 

to make a living for his family, he heard a cry for help coming from a nearby 

bog.  He dropped his tools and ran to the bog.  

   

There, mired to his waist in black muck, was a terrified boy, screaming and 

struggling to free himself.  Farmer Fleming saved the lad from what could have 

been a slow and terrifying death.      

   

The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the Scotsman's sparse surroundings. 

An elegantly dressed nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father 

of the boy Farmer Fleming had saved.    

     

'I want to repay you,' said the nobleman.  'You saved my son's life.'  

     

'No, I can't accept payment for what I did,' the Scottish farmer replied waving off 

the offer.  At that moment, the farmer's own son came to the door of the family 

hovel.  

     

'Is that your son?' the nobleman asked.  

     

'Yes,' the farmer replied proudly.    

     

'I'll make you a deal. Let me provide him with the level of education my own son 

will enjoy.  If the lad is anything like his father, he'll no doubt grow to be a man 

we both will be proud of.'  And that he did.  

     

Farmer Fleming's son attended the very best schools and in time, graduated from 

St Mary's Hospital Medical School in London, and went on to become known 

throughout the world as the noted  

     

Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of Penicillin.    

   

Years afterward, the same nobleman's son who was saved from the bog was 

stricken with pneumonia.  What saved his life this time?  Penicillin.    

    

The name of the nobleman?  Lord Randolph Churchill ... His son's name?  

 

Sir Winston Churchill!  
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TALES FROM THE COCKPIT  

A TASTE OF HABILAYN 
 

My apologies for this tale of life in the cockpit, because it doesn’t relate a story 

of derring - do in the faithful old Whirlwind in Cyprus.  No, this month we’re off 

to South Arabia to get a flavour of operations at Habilayn where the sad picture 

of the broken Beverley was taken that you all saw in the last edition of Scorpion 

News. 

 

My first posting, in 1967, after flying training, was to a Wessex squadron based 

in Khormaksar, Aden.  I had already amassed a huge total of 364 hours and 20 

minutes and was therefore extremely experienced, which, combined with my 

consummate skill made me such an asset to a squadron whose task was to      

support the army in their internal security operation in this very hostile environ-

ment.  I now know how little I then knew, but the exuberance of youthful       

optimism will always gloss over minor details like risk assessment and obscure 

chapters in aircraft performance manuals.  As I have grown older I have found 

that the more I know the more I know I don’t know – age is so humbling! 

 

Our daily task was to fly 40 miles north to Habilayn, an oiled-sand strip in the 

Yemeni foothills some 2000 feet above sea level, to support the army in its   

various tasks.  The Royal Engineers were building a road from Aden to Dhala, a 

town another 40 miles north of Habilayn, so we flew them to and from work 

each day.  We kept them re-supplied with food, water and ammunition, provided 

fire support if required and the occasional casualty evacuation.  There were  

regular deployments of armed troops to areas of interest to observe and search 

villages and occasionally bring in ‘persons of interest’ – remember these were 

the forbears of Al Qaeda -------and we worked regularly with ‘the people I can’t 

tell you about’ (or I’d have to eat you!).  We’d drop them in the mountains 

where they’d disappear for weeks on end only to call for pick-up miles away. 

Question them? Pointless! “Where you been?” “Oh around”. “What you been 

doing?” “Not a lot”. “What you seen?” “Desert”. “When you going again?” 

“Don’t know”.  These people don’t tell you much! 

 

And in between flights we sit around the Ops tent, smoke, banter, drink gallons 

of water and sweat in the 40 degree heat whilst waiting for something exciting to 

happen.  Each morning we watch the sergeant in charge of the oiled strip race up 

and down its full length in his heavily sand-bagged landrover to check for land-

mines that may have been laid overnight.  If he makes it back in one piece he 

will declare the strip open for fixed-wing flying.  Once a week a Beverley, a 

predecessor of the Hercules, flies in to bring heavy re-supply.  It lands on the     
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strip, will taxi to the circular turning area at the end, turn around and taxi back 

up the strip to the ops area where it will park to load/unload.  So big event then 

when one day TWO Bevs appear and land one after the other! Number one taxis 

to the end of the strip, turns around and goes to the ops area.  Ditto number two 

but he turns around over a different bit of the strip’s end and over a landmine.  It 

blows off the starboard undercarriage, the wing drops 20 feet and breaks and the  

outboard engine does a bit of light gardening.  Fortunately the aircraft was empty 

and the rear crew all on the flight deck so no injuries, but the Bev was beyond 

help, and after the technicians had recovered engines, electronics and sundries 

the poor old aircraft was destroyed by a demolition team. -----and the tale of 

dead aircraft continues! One particular morning (very early) with bacon butty 

and coffee in hand and nervous fag smouldering away we’re waiting to go as 

‘something might be on’.  We’ve got a second Wessex on standby, we’re double

-crewed (in case someone gets shot – don’t want to make you nervous but these 

things do happen occasionally), and we’ve already spent an hour dropping heav-

ily armed troops in discrete positions near a village suspected of sheltering     

terrorists.  We know it won’t be long before it all happens because the troops 

were carrying only ammo and water.  Besides, only a few days ago we dropped 

some of ‘the people I can’t tell you about’ in an area nearby and we’ve had a 

briefing from their ops officer (he’s called Dave – they all are!) so that we know 

how we’re going to fit in. 

 

And it happens.  We all race to our helis, wind up the rubber bands, check that 

the radios work and we’re off.  As well as our 2 Wessex there are 2 armed Scout 

helis (Army) and a Sioux heli (also Army), and within 30 minutes we’re all back 

at Habilayn, job done smiley faces all round, particularly on ‘the people I can’t 

tell you about’ as they’ve brought back 3 terrorist suspects!  Did I say all back? 

Well not quite as the Sioux is nowhere to be seen.  We find out later that he’s 

crashed in the mountains, pilot’s not injured but the heli’s a write-off (there goes 

his no-claim discount!).  The Sioux is a very light heli, a sort of goldfish bowl 

with a meccano tail (they were carrying casualties in the film MASH, and also 

starred in the TV series Whirlybirds), so you don’t need much of a bump to 

break it. Then someone upstairs decides that we have to recover the Sioux. 

 

 

SIOUX HELI 
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An airborne recce reveals that it’s crashed in a precarious position on the side of 

a mountain.  It needs tying to the mountain so that it doesn’t get blown off once 

one of our Wessex flies over to lift it out, and we need skilled people to get it 

rigged ready for that lift.  We have to position armed troops in the area (which is 

hostile, we don’t want anyone shot), and the Scout helis are going to be busy 

flying armed patrols around the crash site.  My colleagues, meanwhile, even 

more experienced than me, are busy stripping down their heli ready to carry out 

the recovery, getting advice from Squadron HQ and studying performance 

manuals. 

 

And the job got done without mishap and we were able to celebrate in the usual 

time-honoured manner! I’ve said it before and, at the risk of boring you all, I’ll 

say it again – enjoy the quiet, boring times in your lives because when it gets 

exciting it can be very exciting! 

Reg 

 
 

It was raining hard and a big puddle had formed in front 
of the little Irish pub 
 

An old man stood beside the puddle holding a stick 
with a string on the end and jiggled it up and down in 
the water. 
   

A curious gentleman asked what he was doing. 
  

'Fishing,' replied the old man. 
  

'Poor old fool' thought the gentleman, so he invited the 
old man to have a drink in the pub. 
  

Feeling he should start some conversation while they 
were sipping their whisky, the gentleman asked, 
  

'And how many have you caught today?' 
  

'You're the eighth.’ 
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OBITUARIES 
 

Wing Commander Arthur Murland Gill,  

born February 24 1916, died March 4 2016 
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Wing Commander Arthur Gill, who has died aged 100, was one of the 
few survivors from his squadron after the Japanese overran the Dutch 
East Indies; he went on to become the RAF’s leading dive-bomber pilot 
during the campaign in Burma. 
 
Gill was the senior surviving officer of No 84 Squadron to reach India  
after the squadron had been annihilated in Sumatra and Java in March 
1942.  Higher authority had decided to disband the squadron but through 
his tenacious efforts it was rebuilt and equipped with the American-built 
Vengeance dive-bomber. 
 
After many months of re-organisation and training, Gill was able to   
demonstrate his squadron’s capabilities to Admiral Lord Mountbatten 
and Major General Orde Wingate.  They were impressed and Wingate 
sought the squadron’s support for his forthcoming Chindits expedition. 
 
The squadron flew its first operation on February 16 1944, when Gill led 
14 of his aircraft to attack Japanese positions in the Arakan.  Attacking in 
a near vertical dive, the Vengeance crews placed their two 500 lb bombs 
with great accuracy, sometimes just 100 yards ahead of Allied troops. 
 
Gill’s squadron was so effective that it was in constant demand by Army 
commanders.  He led attacks in support of the British 14th Army and 
Wingate’s Chindits before becoming heavily involved in the battles 
around Kohima and Imphal.  In a desperate attempt to relieve the men, 
and contending with the monsoon weather, Gill led attacks within yards 
of the beleaguered troops.  He received the following signal from the   
garrison: “Your bombing a bull’s eye, bloody good show.” 
 
Over the coming months Gill was in constant action, often leading forma-
tions of 24 aircraft.  Sometimes his crews flew two or three sorties each 
day and the often maligned Vengeance aircraft became a key element of 
the RAF’s attack force.  In addition to supporting the ground forces, Gill 
led attacks against bridges over the Irrawaddy, rail yards and enemy 
stores areas.  
 
He regularly received signals of congratulations from Army commanders 
in the field.  On July 16 the squadron flew its last sortie with the      
Vengeance, when Gill led 12 aircraft in an attack against an ammunition 
dump at Le-u.  It was his 108th sortie in Burma, almost all as the leader 
of large formations. 
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Thank you for your work in 221 Group,” the Air Officer Commanding   
signalled Gill.  “In five months you have carried out 1,800 sorties       
dropping over 900 tons of bombs.  Good luck.”  The leader of the       
Chindits, General Lentaigne, thanked him for his “first class co-operation 
and support”.  Gill was awarded the DFC but was bitterly disappointed 
that the rewards to his squadron, particularly the ground crew, were so 
paltry. 
 
Arthur Murland Gill was born at Finchley on February 24 1916 and     
educated at the Royal Commercial Traveller’s School, Pinner.  He joined 
the RAF Volunteer Reserve in 1937 and trained to be a pilot.  Called up on 
the outbreak of war, he completed his training before heading for South 
Africa as an instructor. 

Gill (left) with the crew of his Vengeance aircraft  
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In September 1941 he joined No 84 Squadron at Habbaniya near       
Baghdad, flying the Blenheim bomber.  Within a month, the squadron 
moved to the Western Desert.  Gill attacked motor transport columns, 
supply depots and troop concentrations and had completed more than 20 
operations when the squadron left for the Far East. 
 
Following the Japanese attacks against Malaya and Singapore, reinforce-
ments were rushed to the area.  No 84 started to arrive in January and by 
the time Gill and his section of Blenheims reached the area, Singapore 
was about to fall and he headed for Palembang in Sumatra.  Landing after 
a night bombing sortie, Gill’s aircraft hit a large crater on the runway and 
was wrecked.  The situation in Sumatra soon became “chaotic” and the 
RAF forces were ordered to evacuate and head for Java. 
 
Having lost his aircraft, Gill co-ordinated the destruction of weapons and 
surplus equipment before organising the withdrawal of the ground party. 
He was the last to board the final ferry to Java.  Finally, on February 17, it 
was decided to evacuate all non-essential personnel and the surplus air-
crew.  They embarked on the old steamship Yoma and sailed for India.  
Of the 605 officers and airmen who had left Egypt a few weeks earlier, 
only 132 returned to India. 
 
After his tour in command of No 84 Squadron, Gill worked on the air 
plans staff at HQ 221 Group, where he was mentioned in despatches.  He 
also received the Air Efficiency Award.  He returned to Britain in June 
1945. 
 
After the war he flew with the Overseas Ferry Unit and commanded a 
number of Maintenance Units, testing aircraft before they were returned 
to squadrons.  He flew a variety of aircraft from the four-engine       
Shackleton to the supersonic Hunter fighter. 
 
He served on the air staff in Egypt and Cyprus and for his work at HQ 
Signals Command he was appointed OBE.  He spent three years in Oslo 
as the British Air Attaché before his final tour on the personnel staff at 
Air Support Command, retiring in 1971. 
 
Gill was greatly admired by his staff.  Members of the current 84     
Squadron flew from Cyprus to join him in celebrating his 100th birthday. 
He died a few hours after they left the party. 
 
He married Doris Hammond in 1948, six years after their first meeting in 
India.  She and their son and two daughters survive him. 
Obituary reproduced by kind permission of The Daily Telegraph  
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After the immensely happy occasion of Arthur Gill turning 100 on 24th 

February 2016, it is with great sadness we now announce his              

passing.  BBC TV and radio interviewed Arthur on his 100th birthday and 

he was then fittingly chauffeured in a vintage Rolls Royce Silver Shadow 

to the stunning Dewsall Court, Herefordshire where he enjoyed a very 

special and personalised luncheon with close family members from as far 

afield as California, Paris and Berlin.  Arthur later spent a very happy  

evening watching himself on television, reading through over 100      

birthday cards and was particularly touched listening to daughter Jane 

reading out all the lovely birthday wishes from so many members via the 

squadron's Facebook page and emails.  Bearing in mind that, in his early 

teens, he was one of the first people in UK to make a (very crackly)    

telephone call all the way to Australia (he was photographed doing so 

from his boarding school for the local newspaper!) he was astonished 

watching the many, many wonderful comments 'pinging in' by the second 

from complete strangers all around the globe via the BBC Face book 

page!  

Three days later, on Saturday 27th, Arthur was absolutely delighted by, 

what was to him, a 'surprise' visit by three uniformed members of 84 

squadron - Pete, Andrew and Gareth (Jane and Ollie Elston-Green had 

secretly co-ordinated for them to arrive in advance of other guests to a 

surprise second birthday party held at the stunningly grand Homme 

House, Much Marcle) and they spent time chatting and looking through 

Arthur's superb WWII photographs of 84 squadron.  Sadly, moments after 

Arthur had personally greeted the arrival of every single one of the 60+ 

surprise guests (including, of course, several Association members!) he 

experienced what appeared to be a severe allergic reaction which then 

triggered a massive stroke.  

Not wishing to distress the guests, the family simply said Arthur "was a 

little overwhelmed so had gone for a lie-down" so they were really 

pleased that everyone did an admirable job of carrying on with the party 

and paying tribute to Arthur with wonderful tales, poems and songs     

contributed by many guests.  

The Man We All New As Arthur 

Our President  

x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://5
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Some may feel the stroke cheated him out of enjoying what was a very 

well-deserved celebration (with a grand piano recital, vintage afternoon 

tea, a WWII model aeroplane flying display, a magician) and, most      

importantly, spending time with all those wonderful friends, many of 

whom had travelled far for the occasion.  But Arthur's wife, Doris, said 

"He was immensely happy at seeing everyone and definitely left on a 

'high'!" Arthur never regained consciousness and, in accordance with his 

wishes under such circumstances, he was transported not to hospital but to 

his beloved home in the tranquil countryside where, six days later, he 

peacefully passed away.  Everyone knew Arthur as an extremely kind and 

caring man, so it was no surprise his wish was to spare anyone the distress 

of attending a funeral but we understand his coffin was, after 75 years of 

unfaltering dedication to the squadron, aptly draped with the WWII 84 

standard from his time in the Far East.  Members of Arthur's family are 

unable to think of a single occasion when Arthur had ever let anyone 

down and he was renowned for always being  true to his word ... they all 

knew that, almost 20 years ago, he made a promise to his granddaughter, 

Robyn, that he would "stay until I'm 100" and, despite several doubtful 

occasions involving a cracked head, broken bones, punctured lung etc, he 

still didn't let her down! Just a few days before his birthday, when        

deciding which tie to wear for his birthday, Jane told him he'd need to 

choose one for his luncheon and another for the Saturday as she had     

arranged 'a special outing' for him to which he smiled and replied that he 

was very tired so was only going to stay until the day after his 100th  

birthday but agreed to relent and stay until Saturday ... naturally Jane   

assumed he was    

joking but, yet again, 

he actually stayed true 

to his word! What an 

absolutely remarkable 

gentleman literally to 

the very end!      

Hoot ‘n’ roar Arthur. 

You are sadly missed 

by all who knew you. 

x-apple-data-detectors://8
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Arthur M Gill 

24 February 1916 – 4 March 2016 

President of 84 Squadron Association 1994 – 2016 
 

There are valedictory items on our late departed President elsewhere in 

this edition, which include a comprehensive account of Arthur’s military 

career and some personal thoughts from our Secretary.  My purpose here 

as the current Association Chairman is to fill in a few gaps and express 

some collective thoughts on the life and character of Arthur. 

 

On retirement from the RAF at the age of 55, in 1971, Arthur admitted 

that he did not have the commercial experience that employers were  

looking for, and he found that entering the civilian labour market was not 

straightforward.  However a combination of a personal recommendation 

and his character and charm led to him gaining a position with the cider 

maker Bulmers, located in Hereford.  He became a manager, and was 

tasked to build up the company’s portfolio of pubs and hotels, from 3 to 

over 30, and with overseeing their management.  It meant spending a lot 

of time on the road, but Arthur enjoyed the job, which he carried out with 

confidence and bonhomie.  The challenges of the post included policing 

the pub landlords; there were so many ways in which landlords could 

cheat either the customers or the company, from “fingers in the till” to 

“short-changing”.  Arthur fully retired from Bulmers in 1984, aged 68. 

 

Both during his Service career and after retirement Arthur remained a 

staunch, loyal and committed supporter of his beloved 84 Squadron      

Association.  He was Association Chairman until 1994 when ill health 

forced him to stand down, and he then undertook the role of Association 

President for the next 22 years.  For the 2 Chairmen who have succeeded 

him, Mike Faulkner and me, and for all Committee members he was    

always there when needed for advice, guidance, historical information and 

a friendly chat.  We received many enquiries from the public on 84 

Squadron history and personnel, and it was Arthur we turned to for his 

invaluable assistance on dates, places, events and personalities.  Arthur 

along with wife Doris and family continued attending the annual dinner 

and AGM, until ill health in the very last years forced his absence. 
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There are many Association members who knew Arthur better than me, so 

when I took on this task of writing a few words about him I trawled for 

inputs.  I have selected a couple of responses which contain a common 

theme about Arthur and his character, repeated by many: 

 

“I only knew Arthur socially and through the Association.  At my first 

reunion around 20 years ago he quickly introduced himself and made me 

feel very welcome and at ease.  I watched him repeat this process over the 

years with every new attendee, regardless of age or rank and it was 

backed up with a quite remarkable memory.  Right until the end his every 

contact was encouraging and supportive.  None of this was done for effect 

because Arthur was as genuine a person as I have ever met.  I shall miss 

him.” 

 

“Many years ago I remember chatting with one of Arthur's Vultee com-

rades from the 2nd World War.  He described Arthur as a C.O. who didn't 

need to order his subordinates to do things.  His personality was such that 

his people had trust in him and that they were very happy to follow his 

suggestions and example.  Like everyone else who knew him I was      

always impressed with his phenomenal memory and his caring, very 

pleasant personality.” 

 

In summary, our late Association President was a true gentleman much 

admired and respected by all.  He served both his Country and his Squad-

ron with courage, leadership, skill and dedication.  His time since with 84 

Squadron Association, both as a Chairman and President, has been the 

foundation for probably the best supported, friendly and most active RAF 

Squadron Association still in existence.  In your sad absence, Sir, we    

Salute you and thank you for your fantastic contribution to our            

well-being. 

 

MC 

 

 

Hoot and Roar from us all. 
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Arthur Gill 

 
 

I first met Arthur in 1992 at the 75th Anniversary of the Squadron.  He was a 

man full of energy and very focussed on everyone and everything around him.  I 

remember his speech in the hangar whilst stood amongst the Squadron silver, 

little knowing that this was to be the start of a long friendship. 

 

On returning from the Squadron in 1993 Arthur arranged to meet me and, over a 

bottle of red wine – or two – he persuaded me that I needed to take over the   

Editor role of the Scorpion News from Barry Paterson.  I met with Barry and did 

the hand over, a few months later he died.  Arthur was great.  He helped me 

through the first few years by checking for typos, advising when stories were not 

quite “accurate” and inspiring me to achieve four issues a year.  Many phone 

calls were made between us with lots of good advice coming from the great man. 

I cannot remember how many Scorpion News I edited but Arthur was there in all 

of them. 

 

I remember attending Gp Capt Ken Batchelor’s funeral with him and watching 

Arthur hopping from foot to foot as a nice old gentleman called “Percy”         

discussed the RAF with me.  At the end of my conversation I asked Percy what 

he had done for a living and he told me that he was a Marshal of the RAF!  No 

wonder Arthur was hopping around. 

 

Throughout the many years I knew Arthur he was a true friend and leader.      

His inspiration to so many was obvious – yet the man himself always seemed to 

dismiss his positive influence on us all.  Watching him in action at the many  

reunions and other functions was a joy to behold.  Persuasive, gentlemanly,  

humble, calm, witty, motivational, friendly, concerned, learned, knowledgeable, 

great leadership, good guidance, amazing memory – even up to the end,       

wonderful sense of humour. I could go on for pages! 

 

He was the best CO I never had, he was always my CO even though he never 

was.  I know he has influenced other COs too and I have only ever heard good 

things about him.  I miss you Arthur.  Rest well my friend; I look forward to 

meeting up with you again sometime.  Thank you for being there for us all. 

 

Terry Butcher 
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Arthurs Visit from the Current Squadron 

 
During February 2016 three current members of 84 Squadron attended Arthur’s 

100th birthday celebration in Herefordshire. Those present were two pilots Flt Lt 

Pete Towill and Flt Lt Gareth Cone along with one of the squadrons operations 

team, SAC Davies.  They fondly recollect that on the day, after being invited to 

attend the event in uniform, they had got to meet this legendary man, whom they 

said still seemed sharp as any of our squadron members today.  He was still, 

even at this grand age ‘as enthusiastic as ever and wasted no time in sharing his 

exciting stories of his time on the squadron’, during a very different era of 

course.  He was keen to listen to their modern tales of squadron life today and to 

make comparisons between this and his time on 84 in the past.  He also shared a 

recollection with them on how he had had to fight to save the squadron from the  

very real possibility of closure on one occasion, and succeeded no doubt due 

largely his determined character, which I think all squadron members past and 

present are grateful for.   

 

They said, with a glimmer in his eye he told them of how he had conducted low 

level bombing raids in Malaysia I believe, where he would swoop in and drive 

attacks home, then pulling up in the very last seconds, sometimes as low as 

200ft, to escape from any follow up attacks…‘all very up close and                

personal’.  They also said that Arthur seemed very happy that he had success-

fully achieved his plan of reaching his 100th birthday, and also to include current 

84 squadron members in that celebration. 

 

Unfortunately they said the exchange was a relatively brief 20 minutes, due to 

Arthur becoming exhausted due to his age, but they felt very glad they had had a 

change to meet Arthur in the presence of his family members, so they could see 

the delight he had clearly taken from event. 

 

I understand that Arthur was to pass away not long after this event, for which he 

his family has the condolences of all current squadron members.  I at least hope 

we were able to help him realise yet another dream in an already amazing life 

where no doubt he had affected the lives of so many in a positive way. 

 

Sergeant Mark Scotland 
Winchman 
84 Squadron 
RAF Akrotiri 
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UPDATE FROM THE SHARP END 
 

April 2016. 

 

Two operations were conducted by 84 squadron during the month of April and 

both coincidentally were on the same day, Friday 22nd April.  The first was a 

rescue tasking request from the Akrotiri based RCC, which came through to the 

SAR crew of the day (Flt Lt Miller, Sgt Ramshaw and Sgt Scotland) whilst they 

were airborne and conducting some SAR currency training.  Flt Towill was also 

able to assist, as he had been onboard as an additional crew member for the 

training over the Akrotiri Airfield.  The rescue task involved a search at a      

specific location on the southern Akrotiri coastline) for a missing Kayaker who 

had been reported as appearing to be in difficulty and then disappearing from 

sight. The Aircraft was immediately turned towards reported sighting location 

and was on scene within 5 minutes of the initial RCC call.  Shortly after arriving 

on scene and after some immediate search area saturation Rescue 50’s crew 

established there was no sign of any Kayaker at the reported sighting location. 

There then followed some possible position sighting updates from the RCC,  

accompanied with some reported uncertainty about exactly what had been seen, 

not an unusual occurrence on SAR searches! On receipt of the information and 

as Rescue 50 began to widen their search, the Kayaker was sighted almost     

immediately after.  The Kayaker, looking relatively relaxed, was seen to be    

paddling in a westerly direction approximately 2 miles South of the south eastern 

tip of RAF Akrotiri.  Although the kayaker did not appear to be in distress, the 

Rescue 50 crew decided that it was a slightly unusual location to find this type of 

craft, and they chose to vector in an SBA police marine craft, which had also 

been scrambled for the initial search. The SBA boat crew made contact with the 

Kayaker and after a short discussion, were convinced that their safety was not 

at serious risk and therefore the all SAR assets could be stood down. 

 

The second 84 Squadron op of the day was perhaps more common in type, a  

request from the Republic of Cyprus Authorities to assist with a multi asset fire 

fighting operation.  The fire had occurred 2 miles to the North of Limassol, and 

had began to reach significant size.  The assistance request came into 84    

Squadron before the return of Rescue 50 from the previous SAR tasking,      

however a second crew (Flt Lt Welch and Sgt Chandler) had already been      

preparing a second Griffin aircraft for Bambi bucket firefighting operations and 

were walking for launch as the Rescue 50 crew entered the squadron Ops room. 

The second crew launched and began assisting with the fire fighting, but after a 

relatively short time it was assessed by ROC authorities that the fire had been 

bought under control.  The 84 Squadron aircraft was then stood down, without 

the need for the launch of a second Griffin to be launched to assist.  
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Tasking for April included a couple of significant events with the first being  

Exercise LELAPA.  This exercise occurred on the 13th of April and the 84 

Squadron contribution was lead by Flt Lt Phil Miller.  Exercise LELAPA was a 

Republic of Cyprus (ROC) Forestry department lead multinational fire fighting 

exercise, and it was conducted West of the Dipotamus reservoir, approximately 

10 miles Northwest of Larnaca Airport.  The exercise host nation participants 

included; 460 Squadron of the Cyprus National Guard, attending with an        

Augusta Westland 139 from their home unit at Paphos airport, and the Cyprus 

Police Aviation Unit providing another AW 139 and also a Bell 412 from      

Larnaca Airport.  International participants included two more Bell 412’s /   

Griffin HAR2’s from 84 Squadron, a Super Puma from the Hellenic Airforce 

(Greece), and more unusually three Israeli Air force Airtractor AT 802F fixed 

wing firefighting aircraft.  Apart from the 460 Squadron AW 139, which        

provided SAR, command and control over watch for the exercise, all other    

helicopters involved were configured for the firefighting role, all carrying     

variants of underslung water carrying buckets.  For the exercise a real time bush 

fire scenario was created using pyrotechnic smoke to indicate fire fighting       

locations, giving the aircraft actual targets for conducting live water drops.  This 

enabled accuracy and potential effectiveness to be demonstrated to an executive 

audience who were located at view point nearby. 

 

The exercise began with a SAR winching recovery demonstration from 460 

Squadron, then two fire sites were activated to permit aircraft type de-

confliction, it would be the turn of helicopters to start off the fire fighting.  After 

some initial airborne confusion over drop sites the helicopters on scene settled 

quite quickly into a steady water pick up and drop circuit, prior to the arrival of 

the 84 squadron aircraft.  However as the 84’s Griffins arrived on scene, at the 

expected time, so had the Israeli Air force fixed wing aircraft, which made for a 

relatively sporty arrival for the crews, with many aircraft operating in the       

confined exercise area.   Although this gave the crews the opportunity to brush 

up on those aircraft deconfliction calls, it also highlighted the benefit of conduct-

ing exercises of this nature before operational events, showing the potential air 

safety risks when tasks with many moving parts do not always run as planned. 

However, after 84 had eventually squeezed themselves into the water drop     

circuit they gave a good account of themselves, with quotes from the observing 

ground party such as “looked very military and professional’ being offered.  

Also worthy of note on the exercise was the Israeli Air force fire fighting        

capability, being quite impressive from deceptively small looking aircraft which 

were capable of carrying two drops of significant amounts of water.  The day 

was concluded with all crews retiring to the Cyprus police aviation unit at      

Larnaca, for a very hospitable episode of debriefings, refreshments, and exercise 

photographs. A thoroughly enjoyable day had by all. (Training Very Timely) 
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April would also contain two very emotionally contrasting stories.  On the one 

hand Sgt Mike ‘Mikey’ Chandler, after many weeks battling over a lack of    

administrative clarity on age restrictions, finally got to attend OASC at RAF 

Cranwell where he got to prove himself as he earned selection for commissioned 

officer training in the Aircrew (Pilot) branch.  Many had him ear-marked for  

success already but his bidding still required tenacious effort even to be allowed 

to attend the selection process, an attitude that will serve him well in the coming 

months of hard work.  Well done Mikey, we on the Squadron have confidence in 

you and wish you every success.  Sadly the following squadron event does not 

have the same undertones as the previous mentioned, as it is regarding the early 

and very sad but hopefully temporary departure from the Squadron of Flt Lt 

Cambell Blake and his family.  Unfortunately, having only arrived in Cyprus 

during the Autumn of 2015, Flt Lt Blake and family had to depart at short notice 

due to Cambell’s wife ‘Amy’ being diagnosed with very serious illness, which 

would require her to begin almost immediate specialist treatment within the UK.  

The Blake family will be sorely missed on and off squadron, and being very 

popular with all Squadron members and their families, it is with heavy hearts 

that we have all had to say a temporary farewell.  All squadron members will be 

wishing them well, and offering them and especially Amy every support in her 

effort to get well through the coming months.  Good luck to you all, you are in 

all of our thoughts.  

 

On a positive note for April, with the now relatively frequent turn around of   

personnel on the squadron, there was only one departure for the month of April, 

which was SAC Norris aka “NOZZLEPOD” from the Ops staff.  He was given 

the usual obligatory ‘departure jolly’ on the griffin, which he would obviously 

then treasure for the rest of his life!  And afterwards he was given the usual fire 

hose showering on 

the aircraft dispersal 

for all his efforts on 

the squadron, which 

were in no way pro-

portionate to the 

quantity of water ex-

pended upon him!  

 

Farewell and good 

luck Nozzlington!  
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May 2016. 

 

The last squadron task for the month of May was Exercise ARGONAUGHT, a 

multinational command and control SAREX lead by the Republic of Cyprus 

(ROC) Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC).  The exercise was based 

around an offshore mass casualty event, the sinking of a refugee vessel, which 

required the set up several SAR search boxes with multiple assets attending the 

search area to assist.  Many international assets were involved including P-3  

Orion’s from a local US aircraft carrier, again Super puma’s from the Hellenic 

Air force, there was cooperation from the Israeli Air force  and also the standard 

indigenous Republic of Cyprus Police and National Guard elements, and last but 

not least 84s Griffins.  The 84 squadron exercise crew of the day would be Flt Lt 

Elston-Green, FS Sheppard and Sgt Ramshaw, and the crew would be required 

as part of the Ex to search an allocated SAR box and recover a rescue training 

dummy from the water, all standard fare for 84.  However like any of these well 

planned events, all did not go exactly according to plan… with the aircraft   

navigation computer not wanting to play ball with SAR search patterns, some 

timely creativity was required by the crew, to produce something that closely 

resembled the expected search pattern.  Success was achieved in the end with 84 

finding and recovering the dummy from their search box, although what they 

were to do with said item at that point was not so clearly laid out in the exercise 

plan, which is why the no doubt relieved to be recovered from the sea dummy, 

will probably spend the rest of its days retiring in the Scorpy bar!! 

 

A visit to 84 Squadron that occurred in the month of May, saw a break from the 

more normal tradition of senior officers from some HQ somewhere, visiting to 

find out what the squadron were up to.  Instead we first had a visit from two long 

standing squadron supporters and association members, the very welcome Mr 

and Mrs Tony and Lynda Wright.  Again as a break from the norm, instead of 

arriving and asking what we had been doing, as ardent fans they were probably 

more accurately able to inform us on “what we had been up to’, being well up to 

speed on their 84 Squadron history, to a point which could put all current    

squadron employees to shame.  Tony Wright had once had a relative who in the 

past had served on 84 Squadron during its exploits in the middle east, and since 

finding this out had maintained a very close interest on the squadron indeed.  

However the purpose of their visit was not just to polish up on their own    

squadron histories, it was instead to aid us with protecting and preserving our 

own.  Since their last visit back in January 2015, supported by the Squadron, the 

couple had done considerable work in finding a way to digitalise the squadrons 

longstanding paper history, in managing to find suitable equipment to scan all 

original text and imagery from the squadron archive, so the originals could be 

moved to a museum and the full history could be made more accessible to all.  



Scorpion News 

34 

On doing this they had also funded at their own cost a couple of glossy back  

paper back volumes, showing their compiling of a couple of era’s of the       

squadron into a potted digital history.  A welcome gift for OC 84 Squadron to 

place in the squadron display cabinet, for access by all. 

 

Thank you from 84 Squadron Tony and Lynda, and we will endeavor to continue 

your good work. 

 

June 2016. 

 

The month of June saw involvement with two specific operations for 84    

Squadron, the first being the transfer of a seriously injured Road Traffic         

Collision (RTC) patient to Nicosia general hospital, and the second involved five 

days of forest fire fighting involving multiple aircraft, with two aircraft and   

multiple crews from 84 squadron. (Previous training during April was relevant) 

 

The first rescue operation in June carried out by Rescue 50 took place on the 

morning of 14th of June.  It originated from an on base road traffic collision   

between a car and a motorcycle, taking place on a relatively quiet road adjacent 

to the station medical centre.  Fortunately some immediate medical treatment 

was available from close by medical centre Paramedics and Doctors, and it was 

decided early on during this, to transfer this time critical patient to Nicosia    

general hospital by helicopter.  From the collision the motorcyclist sustained  

significant head and lower limb injuries.  Approximately 10 minutes after the 

collision, Rescue 50 was stood to and told to wait for the arrival of the patient, 

after which the patient was then rapidly transferred to the Nicosia emergency 

department by the crew of Flt Lt Towill, Sgt Scotland and Sgt Allen, and accom-

panying Akrotiri doctor, Dr Bennett.  The patient required treatment throughout 

the journey to hospital and in spite of having a serious head injury, they arrived 

at hospital without significant deterioration.  The patient was met on arrival by 

the Nicosia resuscitation team and was rapidly anaesthetised to improve stability.  

84 Squadron had also been tasked with transferring the patients family from 

Episkopi to Nicosia hospital, so they could be with their injured relative before 

being admitted to theatres for complex surgery.  This aim was achieved, however 

unfortunately the RTC victim did not survive the injuries and was unable to 

make it through the surgery.  This was a sad and sombre day for all involved, 

which was made especially hard seeing as there was some commendable team-

work efforts made, to give the patient the best chance.  Never the less, it was a 

team I was proud to be a part of that day and I can also say without reservation 

that the entire squadrons thoughts and those of all medical personnel involved 

from the Akrotiri med centre, went out to the family for their loss. RIP. 
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The second major operation during June was the 5 day firefighting task carried 

out by many Cyprus firefighting assets, including two 84 Squadron aircraft.  This 

involved fighting significant sized fires, some of the biggest seen on island in 

decades, in the Solea area to the north of the Troodos mountains.  Shortly after 

the Republic of Cyprus (ROC) firefighting teams had established that the fire 

was too large to be bought under control by their own assets, 84 Squadron      

assistance was requested along with airborne firefighting assets form Israel - Air 

tractors, from France and Italy - Canadaires, and Super-puma’s from Greece.  

This bought the total number of aircraft tackling the blaze to twenty, the largest 

number of participating aircraft ever seen in Cyprus.  The blazes themselves, 

being so large, took considerable time to bring under control.  They were       

difficult to battle with weather conditions helping to create significant towering 

smoke formations, meaning the fire could only be fought at the edges on many 

occasions, which at times made progress slow.  During the fight unfortunately 

two Cypriot ground based fire fighters lost their lives. 

 

From the 84 squadron contribution, most crew members were involved in the 5 

days of firefighting, and to a large part operations ran smoothly whilst integrat-

ing into the ROC ‘ICAROS’ firefighting plan.  During operations there was  one 

un-serviceability suffered by one of the 84 squadron Griffins, which lead to the 

aircraft having to be shut down at the Troodos mountain military site.  Whether 

this was due to the crew of Flt Lt Miller and Sgt Copper just taking a little rest or 

for a genuine technical reason may never be known… However it required the 

deployment of the 84 squadron engineers to remedy the problem and the aircraft 

was returned to the firefight in short order, due largely to an enthusiastic effort 

by the 84 engineers. Well done gentlemen.  In spite of all these challenges      

tenacity would again prevail and the fires would eventually be bought under  

control, with the assistance of some 134,000 Litres of water being dropped by 84 

squadron, from the delivery of 158 Bambi bucket loads, over 26 sorties.  A very 

hot and wet weekend! 

 

Firefighting aircrew participants were: OC 84 Squadron Sqn Ldr Simpson, 2IC 

Flt Lt Carr, QHI Flt Lt Miller, Flt Lt Towill, Flt Lt Welch,  and Rear crew Leader 

MACr Allen, FS Sheppard, Sgt Cooper, Sgt Chandler, Sgt Ramshaw, Sgt Jacobs, 

Sgt Allan. Well done to the pilots and rear crew switch operators!  And a big 

thank you all round for the supporting elements, including engineers, Survival 

Equipment Section and the MT refueling pool. 
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On the 14th June two US Sea Hawk Helicopters arrived on 84 Squadron        

dispersal from the USS Harry Truman.  The crews of these two aircraft, on a  

return route home after a 6 month tour at sea, came to RAF Akrotiri to complete 

some mandatory night desert landing currency training in the Sea Hawks.  This 

would be a requirement for them before continuing their onward journey home 

to the USA, via a well earned R&R stop off at Souda Bay, Crete.  The 12 pilots 

and 12 rear crew would have the use of 84 squadron facilities whilst conducting 

their training at the Akrotiri quarry, dust landing area, and they would be hosted 

by Flt Lt Elston-Green and Flt Lt Towill for two evenings.  A thoroughly nice 

bunch some good camaraderie was displayed between the Sea Hawk and 84 

squadron crews, another example of the  special US/UK relationship of those 

with similar ideals but just wearing different suits. 

  

Also on this day the Future Aircraft Clothing System Briefing team arrived from 

the UK, with the purpose of their visit to introduce the new Aircrew clothing 

system to the 84 Squadron crews.  The crews all seemed pretty impressed with 

the new equipment coming into service, with all items looking like they had 

been well thought out, it even appeared that some items had a fitted cut, although 

who they would fit on 84 could be anyone’s guess!  Alas, before 84 were able to 

get too uplifted, the crews were also briefed that there would be the expected 

mandatory delays with the in-service date that seems to accompany the introduc-

tion of any new and useful pieces of military equipment.  It seems it will be a 

while longer before the Aircrew on 84 squadron will be comfortable in Cyprus!  

Wait out for further developments… 

Mark Scotland 
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1/72
nd

 Model of Whirlwind XD 184 
 

Background 

 

Readers might remember that a few years ago, I commissioned a model diorama 

of 84 Sqn B Flt Whirlwind XP 345 on the ground at a UN Austrian observation 

post in the Cyprus buffer zone.  This model won the ‘Best in Show’ at the      

International Plastic Model Society’s exhibition in 2011.  (See edition 50     

January 2012). In fact, two identical models were built; I have one and the other 

was presented to the 84 Sqn Association and is displayed alongside the restored 

XP 345 at the Aeroventure Museum in Doncaster.  

 

The models were built by master modeller Derek Griffiths.  I was lucky enough 

to work alongside Derek on three separate occasions, but it was only after  

knowing him for some 15 years that I realised that he built models.  I first    

commissioned him to build a 1/32nd scale Puma, then the dioramas, and         

subsequently models of a few other aircraft that I had flown. 

 

XD 184 at Nicosia 

 

When I was on 84 Sqn B Flt in the late-1970s/early 1980s, when one of the 84 

Sqn B Flt UN-liveried Whirlwinds required deep servicing (I think this could 

have been the start of my long and illustrious career in NDT as I found a crack 

on the tail cone of XP-329 during an after flight inspection, Trevor ed), a yellow-

painted Whirlwind was detached to B Flt for UN duties.  According to my log 

book, XD 184 was detached from Akortiri to B Flight at Nicosia briefly in   

January and February of 1980.  On 14 Jan 1980, I test flew it with Cpl Brown 

(radio fitter)(a flight that might have taken place from Akrotiri).  I then flew a 

medevac in XD 184 on 17 Jan from the Turkish enclave at Kato Pergos to the 

Turkish hospital at Nicosia.  Jim Armstrong was the crewman.  I note that I had 

to fly another air test on 22 Jan, so perhaps A Flt didn’t send us their best cab!  I 

again flew XD 184 on 7 Feb 1980, and then there was a gap until 16 Aug, when 

I flew XD 184 on the standard Danish Contingent OP resupply (Standard Task 

Charlie).  On 19 Aug 1980, I flew XD 184 on a handling check with J/T Weaver.  

Still not A Flt’s finest?   I’m not being flight-ist here – B Flt had its own Jonah 

aircraft.  That was XK 986, which despite much tweaking, we could never get to 

lift off at max AUW, (she had at least 7 different liveries of paint schemes on).  

I’m sure that it would have been the first to be lent out. 
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Blood everywhere 

 

And here it gets murky…  At some time during my B Flt service I flew a       

medevac from Kato Pyrgos to Nicosia that took a dramatic turn.  My logbook 

states that as well as the flight in XD 184 mentioned above, I flew similar 

medevac’s on 10 Aug and 22 Sep 1978 (both times with Don Jones as crewman) 

and 5 Dec 1978 (with Pat Lane),  In 1979, I flew a KP-Nicosia medevac on 29 

Nov and again on 17 Jan 1980, both with Don Jones.  

 

The reason that I belabour these dates is that I cannot remember which of these 

medevac’s turned nasty.    

 

On the night in question, I landed at Kato Pyrgos with crewman and UN Doctor.  

We were confronted with the semi-comatose victim of a knife fight, who was 

covered in blood.  In retrospect, he was more likely comatose through        

drunkenness than loss of blood.  We placed him on the aircraft’s stretcher and 

took off for Nicosia.  All was calm until suddenly there was a great commotion 

in the cabin, and the crewman’s intercom disconnected.  There was audible 

shouting, thumping and violent movement from the cabin.  Something snagged 

my foot.  

 

With no means of knowing what was happening below, I put down at a nearby 

Danish OP (luckily well-illuminated).  Shutting down rapidly, I jumped down 

and ran to the cabin, just ahead of a couple of burly 2-metre Danes.  We found 

the patient, by now alert and violent, wielding a large knife and being restrained 

by the doctor and crewman.  The large Danes subdued the patient by sitting on 

him (probably not helping his injuries) and he was disarmed.  I suspect that the 

doctor tranquilised the patient; we certainly had no more trouble with him. 

 

When we shut down at Nicosia hospital, we were all blooded.  I found a very 

small nick on my leg, but sadly, the doctor issued me with a plaster and told me 

to stop whinging. I seem to remember that the crewman (who had had a much 

more dangerous and exciting time than me) was also cut.   

 

The problem is, I have no idea which of the medevac’s listed above was the    

dramatic event.  Do any of the B Flt crewmen recall? 

 

The model 

 

Since I have several models of Whirlwinds in UN colour schemes, and wished to 

have a model to represent the (rare) times that I flew SAR-liveried aircraft, I 

used artistic licence and assumed that the flight in question was the KP to    

Nicosia medevac in XD 184 on 17 Jan 1980.   
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With tongue in cheek, therefore, I asked Derek Griffiths to model XD 184    

complete with crewman, doctor and knife-toting patient.  

 

Fortunately, the Akrotiri gate guardian is XD 184, and in the last 10 years I have 

spent many weeks there on detachment, so photographing the full-size XD 184 

as collateral was easy.  Below is a general view for comparison with the model. 
 

XD 184 Gate Guard at Akrotiri 
Note: the non-slip areas on the top rear of the servicing platform, not seen,  I 
believe outside Cyprus and thus unique to 84 Sqn.  These were painted after 
one of the B flight engineers, Eric 'the Red' Ridsdale (the nickname is another 
story) fell off the top of one of the Nicosia choppers.  Trevor, is this right?  Yes 
this is correct, Eric was working near the diver’s helmet wearing “flip flops” and 
slipped off, straddling the starboard oleo? What a clever chap. 
 
Over to Derek for details of the model: 
One point to note, I found it impossible to remove the decals applied to the Corgi 
model so resorted to some very careful airbrushing with Tamiya yellow to cover 
the markings for replacement (22 Sqn crests and tail numbers).  
   
Fortunately the Tamiya paint was a perfect match for the yellow already applied 
by Corgi, otherwise it would have required a complete repaint followed by all new 
markings, a lot of extra work.  
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XD 184 The Model plus Occupants with Huge Knife? 
 

Having applied the replacement codes, scorpions and ace of spades markings, I 
also incorporated a little droop in the otherwise dead level rotor blades  See pic   
     
Being based on the Corgi yellow SAR version XJ729 model, they are a very cost 
effective alternative if you want to build several examples of the Whirlwind 
HAR.10,  Having already converted the Corgi model, when I saw the AMERCOM 
version I was hard pressed to tell the difference, the main difference is the all 
plastic undercarriage legs in place of metal found on the Corgi example, the  
canopy also looks a tad less clear than that found on the Corgi, although I can 
improve this. The rotor blades also need bending.  



Scorpion News 

42 

Irish Sports Day 
 

Two Irishmen walk into a pet shop in Dingle,   

they walk over to the bird section and Gerry says to Paddy, 'Dat's dem.'  

The owner comes over and asks if he can help them.  

'Yeah, we'll take four of dem dere little budgies in dat cage up dere,'     

says Gerry.  

The owner puts the budgies in a cardboard box.  

 

Paddy and Gerry pay for the birds, leave the shop and  

  get into Gerry's truck to drive to the top of the  Connor Pass.    

At the Connor Pass, Gerry looks down at the 1000 foot drop and says,  

  'Dis looks like a grand place.'  

He takes two birds out of the box, puts one on each shoulder and       

jumps off the cliff 

Paddy watches as the budgies fly off and Gerry falls all the way               

to the bottom, killing himself stone dead.  

 

Looking down at the remains of his best pal, Paddy shakes                      

his head and says,  

'Damn dat. Dis budgie jumping is too Damn dangerous for me!'  

 

THERE'S MORE...  

 

Moment's later; Seamus arrives up at Connor Pass.  

He's been to the pet shop too and walks up to the edge of the cliff          

carrying another cardboard box in one hand and a shotgun in the other.  

 

'Hi, Paddy, watch dis,' Seamus says.  

He takes a parrot from the box and lets him fly free.  

He then throws himself over the edge of the cliff with the gun.  

 

Paddy watches as half way down, Seamus takes the gun and             

shoots the parrot.  

Seamus continues to plummet down and down until   

he hits the bottom and breaks every bone in his body.   

 

Paddy shakes his head and says, 'And I'm never trying dat parrotshooting 

either!'  
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IT IS STILL NOT OVER YET...  

 

Paddy is just getting over the shock of losing two friends when           

Sean appears.  

He's also been to the pet shop and is carrying a cardboard 

box out of which he pulls a chicken. 

 

Sean then takes the chicken by its legs and hurls himself off the cliff  

  and disappears down and down until he hits a rock and breaks his spine. 

Once more Paddy shakes his head.   

  

'Bugger dat, lads. First dere was Gerry with his budgie jumping, 

den Seamus parrotshooting... 

And now Sean and his bloody hengliding!'  

  

IRISH GAS STATION   

  
Taking a wee break from the golf course, Rory Mcllroy drives his new 

Mercedes into an Irish gas station.  An attendant greets him in a 

typical Irish manner, unaware who the golf pro is... 

  

"Top o' the mornin to ya." 

  

As Rory gets out of the car, two tees fall out of his pocket.   

  

"What are those things, laddie?" asks the attendant. 

  

"They're called tees," replies Rory. 

  

"And what would ya be usin 'em for, now?" inquires the Irishman. 

  

"Well, they're for resting my balls on when I drive," replies Rory. 

  

"Aw, Jaysus,  Maryan' Joseph!" exclaims the Irish attendant.  "Those 

fellas at Mercedes think of everything  
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BRENDAN REMEMBERS 
 

 

I was clearing out (spring cleaning) yesterday and came across this docu-

ment which I have had since the 1950s. 

 

It made me remember just how big an organisation the RAF used to be in its 

heyday and the scope of its influence.  I spent my overseas service in Egypt with 

84 Squadron when it served in a transport role.  We had 8 aircraft - Valetta’s - 

and the number of personnel was considerable, probably near enough 100 with 

all ranks.  Habbaniya was one of the many RAF stations in the middle east that 

we flew to every week and having visited it a few times I was always impressed 

with what it had compared to the "penury" that we had to put up with in the Suez 

C.Z.  Imagine swimming pools tennis courts (plural) a yacht club and a race 

course!  

 

You might consider publishing it in a future edition of S.N. so that our members 

both young and old, can have an insight into what the RAF used to be at one 

time. 

 

Brendan 
 

ROYAL  AIR FORCE 

 

HABBANIYA.  IRAQ 
 
Welcome to Habbaniya  -  this station, the pride of the Royal Air Force is      

situated on British Treaty Land in Iraq, we are some 55 miles from  Bagdad and 

3,827 from London.  All the many facilities, some of which are listed below, are 

at your disposal.  Posters advertising current events on this  station are to be 

found on the mess notice boards. 

 

LOCAL TIME: GMT plus 3 hours. 

 

CHURCHES:  C of E, (St Georges), R.C. (St Mary’s), O.D. St Andrews).  Times 

of services on mess notice boards. 

 

SHOPPING CENTRES:  N.A.A.F.I. Bulk, Cheapside and Little Cheapside. 

 

OFFICERS CLUB:  Officer status only.  The swimming pool at the officers club 

is at your disposal. 
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SPORTS FACILITIES:  Tennis Courts, Squash Courts, Golf Course, Swimming 

Pools, Gymnasium, etc. 

 

COMMAND GARDENS:  Restful surroundings of natural beauty. 

 

RIDING CLUB:  Full particulars from “What’s On.” 

 

TAXI SERVICES:  A taxi service is available on the station at a cost of 60 fils

(1/2 1/2) per single journey.  Bagdad return £3.00. 

 

LAKE HABBANIYA.  The rest and leave centre situated on the shores of Lake 

Habbaniya is open all year round for meals.  (3 hours notice is required).  Close 

to the rest and leave centre is the Habbaniya Yacht Club.  New members always 

welcome. 

 

LAUNDRY:  The following is a guide to prices.  Khaki Drill Slacks 20 fils, 

Khaki Drill Shorts 15 fils, Khaki Drill Jackets 20 fils, Khaki Drill Socks 5 fils, 

Collars (Starched) 25 fils Collars 5 fils, Towels 10 fils, Pyjamas 20 fils, Civilian 

Shirts 15 fils, Blue Shirt 15 fils, Vest 6 fils, Pants 6 fils, Handkerchiefs 3 for 5 

fils, Socks  5 fils, N.B. all loses will be your responsibility. 

 

The following are standard meal times.  Transit personnel will have a 

meal on arrival and departure and so will probably not be affected by 

these times.  However personnel staying here must adhere to the times 

shown. 

 
 OFFICERS AND FAMILIES SNCO AND AIRMENS FAMILIES 

 Breakfast. 06.30  -  08.30 Breakfast. 06.30  -  07.30 

 Lunch. 12.30  -  14.30 Lunch. 12.30  -  13.30 

 Children’s     Children’s    

 Supper. 16.00  -  16.30 Supper. 16.00  -  16.30 

 Dinner. 19.00  -  20.00` Dinner. 17.30  -  18.30 

 

AIRMEN 

 

Breakfast. 06.30  -  07.30 

Lunch. 12.30  -  13.30 

Dinner 17.30  -  18-30 
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Transit Reception will arrange early calls, transport, meals etc.  Early calls are 

given two hours before take off, transport half and hour after early call, transport 

to airfield three quarters of an hour before take off. 

 

Transport will be arranged by transit reception for passengers and crews, arrivals 

and departures.  You are to be ready for pick up FIVE minutes before the actual 

time given.  The following times for pick up of personnel in transit from their 

accommodation for normal meal times will be observed if possible.  Transport 

will not be available if aircraft movements are taking place during meal times. 

 

     (a) OFFICERS ACCOMODATION  (b) S.N.C.O’S ACCOMODATION 

 

 Breakfast 07.30 hours   Breakfast 07.10 hours 

 Lunch  12.30    “   Lunch  12.40    “ 

 Dinner 19.30    “   Dinner 18.15    “ 

 

If you have any valuables, keep them locked up, or hand them to Officer i/c 

Transit Camp for safety. 

 

Please keep your accommodation as clean and tidy as possible. 

 

CURRENCY EQUIVALENTS: 

 

  I.D. FILS £ S D  ONE IRAQ DINAR £1 STERLING 

£1 Sterling 1.000  1 0 0  Quarter Dinar  5/- 

£1  Egyptian 1,026  1 0 61/2 50 fils    1/- 

£1   Jordan   1,000  1 0 0             4 fils    1d 

       1 fil    1/4d 

 

POSTAGE:  The postage rate to the United Kingdom is 21/2 d.  Stamps are     

obtainable form  the bars, and there is a post box in the Reception Building. 

 

Your accommodation is in room/tent/block………………… transport will take 

Officers and S.N.C.O’s to their accommodation after they have had a meal.  

Please make all enquiries at Transit Reception. 

 

We hope you have a pleasant stay at Habbaniya, and we wish you a safe and 

speedy onward journey. 
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"The verses below are dedicated to Arthur Murland Gill to mark the   

celebration of his 100th birthday.  They recall those momentous days in 

1940 when all that stood between this nation and invasion and certain  

defeat was the inability of the Luftwaffe to command mastery of the skies 

above southern Britain.  That mastery was denied them by the dedication 

and sheer courage of the pilots of the RAF to whom our nation and,      

indeed, the entire free world owe a debt that it can never repay.  Those 

battles, known now collectively as the Battle of Britain, were fought    

predominantly over the leafy hop fields of the county of Kent - hence the 

title below. 

 

Mike Faulkner 

 

The Leafy Lanes of Kent - 1940 

 
 

Above the golden hop fields and leafy lanes of Kent 

we looked to the Almighty as that summer came and went 

to protect and shield our nation from all peril and all harm 

and to keep and guard our airmen and to guide them safely home. 

 

Yet few there were who flew then who would live to see the dawn 

This was the price of freedom for the nation yet unborn. 

This was the Father's blessing on each daughter and each son 

To protect them from the Messerschmitt and Heinkel of the Hun. 

 

Who, in that hour of peril wherein our nation lay, 

would have thought to see and greet him on his century today. 

He recalls his fallen comrades, their lives for freedom spent. 

Now their spirits guard the nation o'er the golden fields of Kent. 

 

In the tapestry of history many days are woven fast -  

days of Waterloo, Trafalgar, of the Somme and glories past -  

but there's none that burns more brightly, and there's none that ever will, 

than those days of 1940.  God go with you Arthur Gill." 

 

Alan Dick  
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A  woman was in bed with her lover when she heard her husband 

opening  the front door.  

 

'Hurry,' she said, 'stand in the corner.' She  rubbed baby oil all over 

him, then  dusted him with talcum powder.  

 

'Don't  move until I tell you,' she said, 'pretend you're a statue.'  

 

'What's  this?' the husband inquired as he entered the room.  

 

'Oh it's a statue,' she replied, 'the Smiths bought one and I liked it 

so I got one for us, too.'  

 

No more was said, not even when they went to bed.  

 

Around 2 AM the husband got up, went to the kitchen and         

returned with a sandwich and a beer.  

 

'Here,' he said to the statue, have this.  I stood like that for two days 

at the Smiths and nobody offered me a damned thing.'   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Paddy was driving down the street in a sweat because he had an          
important meeting and couldn't find a parking space. 
 

Looking up to heaven, he said, "Lord, take pity on me. 
If you find me a parking space, I will go to Mass every Sunday for the rest 
of me life and give up me Irish whiskey!" 
 
Miraculously, a parking space suddenly appeared. 
 
Paddy looked up again and said, "Never mind. I found one." 
 
Two sent in by Arthur. RIP 
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 84 Squadron Annual Reunion 

Albrighton Hall Hotel 

23-25th September 2016 

  

The Association annual reunion will be held at the same hotel 

as 2015 (see http://www.mercure.com/gb/hotel-6629-mercure-

shrewsbury-albrighton-hall-hotel-andspaindex.shtml).           

We have persuaded the hotel to keep the same price at £68-00p 

per person, DB&B, per night’s stay. 
  

The format for the weekend is: 

  

Friday evening – It is very important that you book a table time 

in the restaurant prior to the day.  This year some members    

experienced difficulty by not doing so.  You will be offered an a 

la carte menu to choose from. 
  

Saturday – this year we have decided not to organize a coach 

outing. 

                  16-00 AGM in the Lakeside Room 
  

                  19-00 for 19-30 “The Banquet” – dress jacket & tie 

  

Included in the price are the spa facilities within the hotel (gym 

& swimming pool) and a discount on beauty treatments.  You 

will need to book these treatments prior to the arriving as last 

year there weren’t any time slots available by the weekend of 

the reunion. 

  

DW. 
 

Due to awater shortage in Ireland, Dublin swimming pools have           

announced they are closing lanes 7 and 8...  

http://www.mercure.com/gb/hotel-6629-mercure-shrewsbury-albrighton-hall-hotel-and-spa/index.shtml
http://www.mercure.com/gb/hotel-6629-mercure-shrewsbury-albrighton-hall-hotel-and-spa/index.shtml
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