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FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRMAN 
 

I am penning this message on the first day of 2018, and therefore taking the   

opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year.  As I look back over 2017 I am 

filled with pride, humility, pleasure and fond memories of what our Association 

achieved over the centenary year.  In the last edition much was written about our 

visits and celebrations to both East Boldre in January and RAF Akrotiri in     

February.  What a fantastic way we commemorated the birth of our favourite 

Squadron.  Since then we have held a truly memorable Association reunion in 

September, brilliantly orchestrated and overseen by our reunion organiser Derek, 

and I know you all join me in thanking him publicly for all his hard work and 

initiative on our behalf.  You will find various accounts of the reunion weekend 

later, which admirably sum up the atmosphere, camaraderie and enjoyment of 

the occasion. 

 

The final centenary year event was the opportunity for 15 of us to participate in 

the Remembrance Day Parade past the Cenotaph in Whitehall.  Again there are 

accounts and pictures of the occasion later in this edition, and we were fortunate 

to gain some publicity for 84 Squadron and the Association on national TV that 

morning.  The spirit of the Association was admirably displayed by Steve      

Pittaway who had to peel off from the Association contingent after the Cenotaph 

because for medical reasons he couldn’t keep up!  However he completed the 

circuit at his own reduced pace, alone, to the delight of the public and police 

alike, and proudly accepted the salute from Prince Edward as he passed the    

saluting dais on his own. 

 

On behalf of the Association I am delighted to welcome the new boss of 84, Sqn 

Ldr Al Ross, and wish him well on his tour.  Thank you Sir for your introductory 

article later and I hope that many of us will meet you over the coming year or so 

on our various visits to Cyprus.  I assure you we hold your Squadron dear to our 

hearts, and we are here to help in any way we can back in the UK if needed. 

 

I was delighted to see that in the 2017 Queen’s Birthday Honours List an       

Association member Barry Furness was awarded the BEM.  That is a fantastic 

accolade and so justly recognises his achievements on behalf of the Royal Air 

Forces Association.  Both Barry and Rosemary can be justifiably proud of the 

award, which was in addition to the award of the RAFA National Presidential 

Certificate.  Brilliant! 

 

My final thought is to thank the contributors to this Scorpion News; we couldn’t 

exist without you.  It is a delight to welcome some new scribes, particularly 

Nigel with his lovely story recounted by his father, our past President, and the 

fascinating historical 84 Squadron account.  I am very grateful to you all, and 

hope that others might follow your excellent example.  Keep them coming! 

 

MC 
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EDITORIAL 

 

It’s Christmas Eve in the workhouse and my work phone is on, along with 

my laptop, however this will be the last Christmas I shall be dreading a 

phone call to work as I am retiring from full time employment in         

February.  Oh good, I hear you say he will have more time for the      

Scorpion News.  Wrong, I have been told that I have at least three       

holidays in 2018, also I am planning to help renovate two helicopters at 

Aeroventure and I also have a few companies wanting to give me work.  

But, the one to be obeyed has said I am supposed be slowing down, but I 

thought that was for older people? I suppose I shall have to do as I am told 

though, as usual. 

 

Anyway, I hope you read and enjoy this edition because it has got lots of 

interesting articles and information that you may find interesting, some of 

the tit bits you will have to extract for yourselves as they are buried in the 

articles.  This year 2017 has been a busy year both for the Association and 

the Squadron and next year promises to be a similar one. Hope you will 

all get involved. 

 

I am as usual always looking for new people to contribute articles to the 

magazine, whether serious or humorous, including all the many new 

member this year.  Unfortunately we have also had a couple that shall 

Hoot and Roar no more.  I have just received the update from the sharp 

end and it makes very interesting reading, just hope it all works out.  You 

will also see a couple of pictures from Akrotiri inserted in here and there, 

take note!  Just a few more snippets to insert as and when I receive them, 

but to make up the correct number of pages I have included again the    

invitation and the proposed program for the Joint SAR Helicopter         

Reunion in May.  Please respond to this ASAP if you would like to attend. 

 

Now, it is the second day of 2018 and I am back in work harness,       

however the important things is we are about ready for printing etc.  I do 

hope that 2018 brings you all health, wealth and happiness.  Both Jill and 

I look forward to getting together again at one or more of the celebration 

gatherings this year. 

 

Hoot and Roar 

Trevor 
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Our New Vice Chairman 
 

What an amazing Centenary year it has been for the Association, culminating 

with the march past at he Cenotaph.  I only managed to attend the Centenary 

dinner and the march, both of which were excellent well organised affairs. 

 

At the AGM I was honoured to be able to take the role of Vice Chairman and 

join the committee.  I would like to let you, my fellow members, know my 

feelings on the matter. 

 

Before I start I would like to say a few words about Mike Faulkner, who, I  

replaced on the committee.  Actually, replace, is something I could never do as 

Mikes contribution to the association is unparalleled.  It has been an honour to 

work with Mike on the flights, together as training officers and during his tour 

as OC 84 Sqn.  He is, without doubt, one of the finest officers and aviators I 

have had the pleasure of knowing and pleased to be able to call him a true 

friend. 

 

I have quite strong, old fashioned views regarding the figureheads on the  

committee.  I feel they should be ex Squadron Commanders.  I completely  

accept that anyone can fill these positions, and clearly I am not an ex OC 84 

Sqn but remember, these are my views.  As stated at the AGM, both Mikes 

wish to stand down as soon as candidates put themselves forward. 

 

Why me? You will remember some years ago we were all contacted and asked 

if we wanted to volunteer for any of the committee posts, or put someone 

else's name forward?   Only two members replied, I was one of them.  I made 

it clear, that the role of Vice Chairman would not mean I would replace the 

Chairman when he stands down.  I am honoured to serve on the committee and 

I will happily continue to do so to the best of my ability.  The association  

committee is excellent, each of the posts filled with dedicated members whose 

efforts make the association as strong as it is today. 

 

Enough of my ramblings, I trust you can better understand my views. 

 

Hoot and Roar 

 

Graham 
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Annual General Meeting of the No. 84 Squadron Association 

30 September 2017, Albrighton Hall Hotel, Shrewsbury 
 

 

The meeting was opened at 16.00 by the Chairman, Mike Chapple.  He       

welcomed everyone and asked that the weekend should be a fun one –         

especially dinner – for this very special celebration of the 100th anniversary of 

No. 84 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 

 

There were 20 Apologies this year.  On top of that unfortunately there have 

been several deaths among our members.  Apologies were received from: 

Roger Strike, Margery Welch, Steve Higgins, Martyn Kaye, Dave Holmyard, 

Andy Burch, John Plant, David Cain, John Hammond, John Mellen, Graham 

Dew, John Saxey-Santillo, John (Jack) Partington, George Hickson, Eileen 

Small, Jack Babbington, Ed (Gilbert) Harding, Bunty Dunbar, John English, 

Rosemary Irwin. 

 

Three new members introduced themselves: Phil Speedy, Hugh Pierce and 

Dave Heslam-Eley.  All were welcomed by those present. 

 

The minutes of the previous AGM were voted on as being an accurate         

recording of the proceedings. 

 

There were no matters arising from the previous Minutes. 

 

The Treasurer’s accounts are attached separately. During the year Pete Hersey 

took over from Terry Butcher.  There were considerably problems involved in 

this process with the bank being as useless as the previous change-overs.  That 

has now been sorted out.  We have kept our current account with HSBC but 

closed the current account with Santander.  This was because the Association 

had approved the spending of up to £3500 for this year’s celebrations and 

Santander took a very long time to change signatories at the previous attempt 

so it was thought safer to move all the money into the Current Account and 

close the existing savings account.  Now that the Reunion is all over and the 

receipts are in Pete will look at opening a new savings account with HSBC. 

The accounts looked healthy for the year to 31 March 2017.  This year’s     

expenses will show in the period up to the next reunion. 

 

The Secretary/Membership Secretary, Terry Butcher, reported that presently 

we have 107 paid up members but 39 memberships lapsed this year (some 

paid at the reunion), with 14 new members during the year and potentially 3-4  
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more about to join.  We have two honorary members and 25 Associate     

members.  The Chairman was asked to explain the status of each category and 

the members were satisfied with that.  The Secretary was asked to write to 

each of the Associate Members that we have not seen for some time to check 

that they still want to maintain their status.  Michael Husband from the East 

Boldre Village Hall was in attendance to accept the Committee as an Honorary 

Member in thanks for their support to the Squadron and Association over the 

past few years.  East Boldre is where the Squadron was formed.  The members 

voted unanimously to accept the Committee as an Honorary Member. 

 

The main problem for the Secretary organising for the reunion is that he has 

no idea which members have name badges.  The plea is that all members tell 

the secretary if they have do not have a badge.  Each badge costs £6 (at the 

meeting I said they were £7.50 – my apologies for that). 

 

The Secretary also reported that he had dealt with a fair amount of correspon-

dence about former members of the Squadron and enquiries about membership 

from those not entitled.  He has received several documents and a log book. 

 

The Reunion Secretary, Derek Whittaker, told the members that he had         

under-spent the budget allocated and the final bill would be about £1700 as 

opposed to the £3,500 allocated.  He also told the members that Brian Dixon 

had generously donated a personalised mug to everyone attending the reunion 

at his own expense. 

 

He has also provisionally booked the hotel for the same weekend in 2018 – 

subject to the weekend going well.  His opinion was that the Friday night meal 

was not as good as previous years but some members disagreed.  The main 

problem had been the number attending the hotel that evening for the various 

functions and he had tried to get members booked in for set times for their 

evening meal, the hotel has apologised for not having a member of staff on the 

door to show people to their places which led to poor service on the night. 

 

For next year it has been suggested by the hotel that we should have our own 

carvery as opposed to the normal restaurant based meals.  That way members 

can just turn up and eat when they are ready.  This was accepted by the    

members attending the AGM.  Derek is following this up with the hotel 

 

Derek then reported that each table would have two bottles of wine provided 

by the Association funds.  Each lady will have a gift on the table and everyone 

will have a commemorative coaster on the table to take home with them.      
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Tables are named after former 84 Squadron bases. 

 

The Newsletter Editor, Trevor Wright, made his report and asked for more 

copy.  All agreed that the newsletter is a good format and makes interesting 

reading.  He said that the addition of a few colour pages is possible financially. 

The members agreed this was a nice addition.  Please send Trevor your stories, 

they do not have to be about your time on 84! 

 

Our Archivist, Chaz Scowen, gave us an update to his missive “Don’t tell the 

Ministry”. The Squadron continues to serve.  The update now puts us at 36461 

days operational and only 293 days not serving.  The only Squadron to beat 

this is II(AC). 

 

Next Chaz showed us some artwork he had commissioned and wanted        

permission to have 84 numbered copies made for sale to the members.  It was 

decided to go ahead with this but to keep copy 84 for the Auction next year. 

Members asked for one copy to be issued to East Boldre Village Hall and one 

to Doncaster Museum who rebuilt Westland Whirlwind Mk 10 XP345 a few 

years back and have an 84 Squadron History display. 

 

Paul Critchley was then invited to update the members on the future of 84 

Squadron and the research he had done to try to ensure its continued existence 

after 2020.  He has identified those members of the MOD, RAF and govern-

ment to lobby.  All members of the Association are encouraged to send letters 

to their local MPs to try to ensure 84 is re-equipped and continues to serve in 

the uncertain future ahead.  Especially important is the role of the Squadron in 

military terms with its support to SAR, IS and support to the Embassies in 

Eastern Mediterranean countries like the Lebanon.  This needs to be military 

due to the possibility of armed conflict in the area – this happened before – 

and how civilians should not be subject to these dangers. 

 

The Chairman then carried out his promise to a relative of an ex FEPOW from 

84 Squadron that they are not forgotten.  We paused to remember these men. 

 

The Chairman then told us that we had been invited to attend a joint SAR    

reunion in the Peterborough Marriott hotel next spring (details to follow) with 

members of 22 and 202 Squadron Associations.  As the RAFs only existing 

SAR squadron this was positively accepted. 

 

He then reported that 15 of us will be marching past the Cenotaph in           

November at the Remembrance Parade in London. 
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The committee then stood down.  Mike Faulkner retired from the committee 

after 22 years (14 as Chairman and 8 as Vice Chairman).  The rest of the    

committee were re-elected and additionally Graham Goosey was elected as the 

new deputy Chairman with a remit to try and increase membership and       

revitalise us a bit. 

 

The Chairman wants to stand down next year and is looking for a volunteer to 

step forward or to be nominated by other members.  Please think about this 

and let him know as soon as possible. 

 

In Any Other Business the President, Brendan Cottrell, thanked the committee 

for all they had done this year for the organisation of the three reunions in East 

Boldre, Akrotiri and Shrewsbury.  Michael Husband then talked about the   

history book they had produced about East Boldre including the airfield and 

the large section about 84 Squadron, RFC.  He also extended an invitation to 

any of us to visit the hall (the old Officers Mess from the time of the formation 

of 84 Squadron) and they will show us around their displays. 

 

Steve Pittaway pointed out that the Secretary looked a bit like Ian Hislop from 

the “Have I Got News For You” TV programme, much to the amusement of 

the members.  A question was directed at the Chairman to ask if he would 

have better jokes at dinner that evening. That also went down well. 

 

The meeting was then closed by the Chairman at 17.06 hrs  
   

DAD, ABOUT YOUR WILL 

   
A man was telling his buddy, "You won't believe what happened last night... My 

daughter walked into the living room and said, ‘Dad, cancel my allowance  

immediately, forget my college tuition loan, rent my room out, throw all my clothes 

out the window; take my TV, and my laptop. Please take any of my jewellery to the 

Salvation Army or Cash Converters. Then, sell my car, take my front door key away 

from me and throw me out of the house. Then, disown me and never talk to me again.  

And don't forget to write me out of your will and leave my share to any charity you 

choose.’ "  

 

 "Holy Smokes," replied the friend, "she actually said that?"  

 

"Well, she didn't put it quite like that; she actually said...  

 

“Dad, meet my new boyfriend - Mohammed.””  
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WELCOME NEW HOOTERS 
 

ROBERT (Bob) CRUTCHLOW: Born 09/12/33 in Toronto, Canada Joined RAF 

15/07/53.  Served Air Sig School 53-54; 236 OCU St Mawgan 54; 217 Sqn Kinloss 

55; 210 Sqn Topcliffe 55-57; 1 ANS Topcliffe 57-59; 30 Sqn Dishforth 59; OTS 

Jurby 59; 53 Sqn Abingdon 60; 84 Sqn Khormaksar 60-62; 53/47 Sqn Abingdon 62-

64; 242 OCU Thorney Island 64-66; HQ Transport/HQ Air Support Command 

Upavon 66-69; 206 Sqn Kinloss 69-71; HQ  Southern Maritime Command, Mount-

batten 71-74; 206 Sqn Kinloss 74-76; MOD Maritime Ops/ACAS (Ops) Dept 76-79; 

HQ 18 Gp Northwood 79-81; HQSTC High Wycombe 81-84; HQ CINCIBERLANT 

Oerias Portugal 84-87; HQ 18 Gp Northwood 87-88. Served with 84 Sqn Oct 60 - Oct 

62 Air Sig/AEO as a Fg Off.  Since leaving  has worked with ICL/Fujitsu Computers 

as Project Manager 88-98. Retired to Appleton Oxfordshire 98-08. Returned to Can-

ada 2008. 

        

ROBERT HAYES: Born 15/01/43 in London. Joined the RAF 01/01/59. Served 59

-62 RAF Locking, 62-64 RAF Waddington, 64-66 Aden, Khormaksar, 66-67 RAF 

Odiham. On 84 Sqn 1964-66 Cpl Air Radio. Since leaving the RAF Self-employed. 

Company director, retail, residential/nursing, caravan parks, property investment. 

      

DAVID HESLAM-ELEY: Born 04/09/42 in Darby (nr Telford I think?) Joined RAF 

01/01/60.  Served 1960 photographer, 1966-68 60 Sqn Singapore, 68-70 44 Sqn Wad-

dington, 70-71 Missile Practice Camp, 72-75 202 Sqn Leuchars, 75-77 202 Sqn 

Boulmer. 77-80 84 Sqn Akrotiri as a Flt Lt. Since leaving the RAF Yacht Skipper, 

diver, heavy construction, diver boat skipper, bar owner, RV Tech. 

      

RICHARD SIMPSON: Born 14/01/78 in Bridgend, S. Wales. Joined RAF 06/08/00. 

Served IOT Cranwell, Op Fresco, Jul 01 Helicopter training Shawbury, Feb 03 18 

Sqn Chinook OCU, Aug 03 27 Sqn Chinook, Op Telic 2004, Op Herrick several 

times between 2006-2011, 2006 OIC HQ Flt 18 Sqn, 2008 Chinook Display Captain, 

Oct 08 QHI Course, Mar 09 18 Sq. Jun 15 - Sept 17 OC 84 Sqn, Pilot.  Awards 

CBFC Team Com 2016. Telic, Herrick, Jubilee, LSGCM. Since leaving RAF Pilot 

for Lord Bamford flying JCB S76 Helicopter at East Midlands Airport. 

 

ELLEN SOLLEY: Born 01/12/65 in Glasgow. Joined RAF 05/11/91. Served Locking 

Jun92-Jun 93; St Athan Jun 93 to Feb 96; 84 Sqn Mar 00 - Jun 02;  

 

PMA Innsworth Jun 02 - Oct 09; Halton Oct 09 - Feb 12;  JFS Northwood Feb12 - 

Dec 12. On 84 Sqn Mar 00 - Jun 02 as Cpl Pers Admin. Awards LSGCM, QGJ, 

NATO, AOC, CinC commendations. Since leaving RAF   Practice Manager at NHS 

GP Surgery. 

 

DENNIS CHEESEBROUGH: Born 24/10/37 in Middlesbrough. Joined RAF 

22/08/55. Served 55-56 No1 ASS Swanton Morley (Air Sig), 58-60 84 Sqn RAF 

Khormaksar (Valetta), 60-61 ITS South Cerney, 61-62 ANS Topcliffe then Thorney 

Island (Nav), 63-66 52 Sqn RAAF Butterworth (Valetta), 66-68 B Flt 202 Sqn 
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Leuchars (Whirlwind), 69 SAR Muharraq (Wessex), 70-73 SARTU Valley 

(Whirlwind), 73-76 HQ 22 Sqn St Mawgan then Thorney Island (Whirlwind), 76-79 

C Flt 202 Sqn Leconfield, 80-83 Church Fenton (Stn Nav), 83-86 LXX Sqn Lyneham 

(C130), 86-90 HSS   Gutersloh (Plans), 90-95 HQ1 Gp Upavon then Benson (FLt 

Safety), 95 Spadeadam (EW Int O) 95-02 RO Spadeadam (EWINT). On 84 Sqn 1958

-1960 as a Sgt Air Signaller.  Since leaving the RAF RO EWINT Spadeadam, 5 years 

voluntary CAB, 5 years voluntary SSAFA 

  

BRIAN COLLIS: Born 17/08/47 in Chingford, Essex. Joined RAF 14/12/70. Served 

71-73 ST Mawgan, 73-76 Binbrook, 80-82 84 Sqn Akrotiri, BVAS Filton 76-80, Ly-

neham 82-92 on 84 Sqn as Cpl Eng Tech AE. Awards LCGI, Btec Electronics. Since 

leaving the RAF aircraft engineer at BAe Filton, Avionics manager for Babcock at 

RAF Lyneham. 

 

ALAN JONES: Born 29/12/50 in London. Joined RAF 01/01/68. Served   Benson 

(Argosy), West Raynham (Bloodhound), North Coates (Bloodhound), Valley (22 

Sqn), Cyprus (84 Sqn), Lyneham, Coltishall. On 84 Sqn Sept 80 - Sept 83 as an A 

Tech A. Awards LSGCM. Since leaving RAF Driving  Instructor, Unipart merchan-

diser, Postman, Royal Mail risk assessor, specialist graphics fitter, currently working 

part time delivering cars for Ford. 

 

PETER LILLY: Born 03/01/54 in Guisborough. Joined RAF 04/10/73. Served 73-75 

Wittering AATC, 75-76 Finningly AEOp Trg, 76-77 St Mawgan 236 OCU, 77-78 

Kinloss 201 Sqn, 79 Valley SARTU, 79-83 Chivenor 22 Sqn, 83 Culdrose SKTU, 84-

88 Brawdy 202 Sqn, 88-92 Valley SARTU, 92-93 84 Sqn, 93-94 Cranwell IOT, 94-

01 Leconfield 202 Sqn, MACR AEOp. Awards MBE.  Since leaving the RAF 05-16 

Doping Control Officer (UKAD), Doping Control Station Manager London 2012. 05-

present Sports Therapist (self employed). 

 

PHILIP SPEEDY: Born 17/12/57 in Bradford-on-Avon. Joined RAF 17/12/80. 

Served 100 Sqn Wyton Nov 83-Apr 85, 22Sqn Manston Jun 85 - Mar 88, A Sqn 

RAFC Cranwell Mar 88 - Sep 90, 22 Sqn Valley Sep 90 – May 92, 84 Sqn Akrotiri 

Jun 92 – Sep 95, Flt Lt Ops Benson Apr96 - Apr97, ALO SH Benson Apr 97 – Apr 

99, OC FASC Albania Apr 99-Aug 99, Sqn Ldr Ops. On 84 Sqn May 92 - Sep 95 GD 

(N). Awards Balkans, Afghan medals. Since leaving RAF Resilience Group Leader 

for Frazer-Nash Consultancy Jan 13 - Jul 16. Jul 16 to date - taking time out.  

 

Ian Willis-Bentley: Spent time on 84Sqn in the late 1980's. Joined the RAF in 1988, 

service cut short after a training accident. Became a Pro Photographer in the mid 90's 

after learning my trade with some very tiptop Photographers. 

I worked for 16 years in the music industry, working with bands like Iron Maiden, 

Bon Jovi, Simply Red and Sir Elton, even had 3 years with Smash Hits!! 

I have had the pleasure of working with The RAFBF, RAFA, The RAFCT at Fairford 

and The Fighter Controllers Association at RAF Bentley Priory, an honour to help out 

our RAF Family in a small way.  Now a more relaxed way of life, shooting all over 

Europe, for a select bunch of clients.  

A pleasure to help out 84 Sqn and play a small roll this year in documenting our 

100th Anniversary. 
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Personal Introduction 

 

It is with great pleasure to be invited to write in the Scorpion News magazine 
as the new Officer Commanding 84 Sqn during the 100th year                       
anniversary.  Some of you may have seen the coverage of the 'CO Handover 
in the Sky' broadcast on Forces TV.  This was an immensely proud moment 
personally and professionally.  The realisation that I was about to lead a  
dedicated group of men and women in front-line emergency response        
operations hit home.  This moment provided a period of reflection where I 
could study the colourful history of the Sqn and examine the trials and    
tribulations of former commanding officers dating back to Feb 1917 and 
WW1.  Indeed, it can not be underestimated how this has shaped my views 
and will guide my actions during the next three years, where 84 Sqn will     
position itself for a modern post 2020 world in Defence. 
 
The last 4 months has exceeded all my expectations as a new commanding 
officer.  I hit the ground running, trying to find the balance of conducting my 
Combat Ready flying training and conducting the duties of running the 
Sqn.  In the first three weeks I was sent to Egypt at short notice on behalf of 
the UK MOD, to conduct Defence Engagement with senior Egyptian Air Force 
officials.  To say that at that point, I thought I had bitten off more that I could 
chew, was an understatement.  As a new Search and Rescue operator I was 
supposed to try and sell the capability.  Myself and Sgt Greig Allen must have 
been successful as three weeks later we heard the UK Chief of Defence Staff 
flew to Cairo on business.....I am awaiting a 'hats on' debrief! 
 
During 2017, 84 Sqn has regained a night capability, attempted a 24/7/365 
readiness state, and experienced a large turnover of personnel.  To maintain 
an operational output to British Forces Cyprus has been no mean feat.  It has 
only been through the hard work, dedication and professionalism of all the 
pilots, crewman, Ops staff, 'Squippers' and not least the engineers from    
Cobham, that have ensured 84 Sqn has remained one of the most active  
aviation units in the RAF.  Our reach at the tactical level to the strategic level 
has not gone unnoticed in the last three months, from tasking to the wider 
engagement piece.   The influence 84 Sqn Association has on keeping 84 Sqn 
in the limelight can not be underestimated.  The number of times I have been 
asked by Commander British Forces If I was responsible for the questions he 
was receiving from the UK government about the future of 84 Sqn.  I shrug 
my shoulders knowingly that I have a strong 'Association' back home         
conducting a little welcome subterfuge! 
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In my opinion, the future of 84 Sqn is not up for question.  However, our    
future capability post 2020 is unknown at this point.  What is clear is that  
British Forces Cyprus require an organic aviation capability to demonstrate 
sovereignty,  provide a platform to save lives and support British troops in 
Cyprus.  RAF Akrotiri is becoming the hub of all UK efforts in the Middle East, 
Eastern Med, and the staging post for operations worldwide.   In a world of 
defence cuts, political instability and re-prioritisation, I believe 84 Sqn is in 
the best position possible to remain at the forefront of operations for a long 
time to come. 
 
I am looking forward to reading the next edition of the Scorpion News in 
2018.  I am impressed by the links the modern day 84 Sqn have with the past 
and will continue to support the 84 Sqn Association as best I can.  I will look 
to keep you updated with 84 Sqn news and events through social media, as 
well as the Scorpion News.  I can only encourage you to remain active in the 
'association', to ensure the spirit of 84 Sqn lives on through changing times.  I 
look forward to meeting you all through my tenure as Officer Commanding 
No. 84 Sqn Royal Air Force. 
 
Hoot n Roar 
Al 
OC 84 

OC’s Handover Day 
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TALES FROM THE COCKPIT – BROTHERS IN ARMS 
 

In 1970 I was posted to a Harrier squadron in Lincolnshire. Harrier, a        

revolutionary fighter aircraft that could operate from off-airfield sites, could 

also take off and land vertically.  What a nightmare for the opposition – the  

aircraft could be here today and 50 miles down the road tomorrow. It could be 

hidden in woods, operate from farm buildings, fly on and off roads, hide in 

small villages - and you never knew quite where it might appear next.  In fact 

it was in some ways similar in concept to the way fighter squadrons had      

operated in Europe during the Second World War, where units had to move 

with the ebb and flow of the front line. 

 

The Harrier squadron had, like our own, a long and detailed history with hand-

written air combat reports, old photographs, memorabilia and albums – Chaz 

you’re not on your own out there!  However, I thought you all ought to know 

about one story of that Squadron’s war in Europe, and perhaps reflect on some 

of the humanity about which we hear so little. 

 

On this particular day the Squadron scrambled a flight of Hurricanes to       

intercept a German Dornier seen to be up to no good in their general area.   

After a successful attack, which set one of the Dornier’s engines on fire, two 

of the German aircrew baled out.  Our victorious pilot flew up alongside the 

damaged aircraft to admire his handiwork and note anything of interest which 

intelligence might use.  The German pilot was slumped in the cockpit,         

obviously dead – except he wasn’t and throttled back the undamaged engine. 

As the Dornier slipped back behind the Hurricane the ‘dead’ pilot grabbed a 

gun and fired a burst at our hero before baling out to follow the other members 

of his crew.  The German’s gunfire shattered the Hurricane’s windscreen and 

punctured the glycol tank causing the engine to seize, and only some sharp 

flying by our hero saved his life in the following forced landing. 

  

Exciting, what! Well it doesn’t quite end there. The Squadron decided that the 

German pilot had put up a commendable, spirited and brave fight, so sent their 

adjutant and an armed escort to the army unit that had captured him and 

brought him back to the Squadron.  A dinner night in the German’s honour 

ensued, with many tales of derring-do exchanged, too much alcohol consumed 

(well that’s aircrew for you) and sore heads the following morning.  By the by, 

the Squadron picked up some useful intelligence from the German pilot, who, 

after a night in Squadron custody was returned to the local army unit to      

continue his confinement! 
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 And the point of the story?  Air combat is a personal battle, a duel, an air 

joust, a test of skill with only one victor.  It is always prosecuted with vigour 

to the grim conclusion, whatever that might be, with no quarter given or      

expected.  There was still some sense of honour at this time in our history, 

however, perhaps an appreciation of the skill, persistence and bravery of one’s 

adversary, and in this case a recognition of a brother in arms albeit from the 

opposing team.  We see these battles today on the sports field, athletic track, 

the cricket ground or tennis court, and in many different aspects of our daily 

lives. Hopefully we too can be generous enough, whether in victory or defeat, 

to recognise and appreciate the talents of the other team and give credit where 

it is due. 

Reg 

Try this next time you are out at night 
 
I was standing at the bar late one night minding my own business..  
This FAT chick came up behind me, grabbed my behind and said, 
"You're kinda cute. You got a phone number?"  
I said, "Yeah, you got a pen?"  
She said, "Yeah, I got a pen".  
I said, "You better get back in it before the farmer misses you."  
Cost me 6 stitches...but,  
When you’re seventy..............who cares?  
 
 
I went to the drug store and told the clerk "Give me 3 packets of con-
doms, please."  
Lady Clerk said: "Do you need a paper bag with that, sir?”;  
I said "Nah... She's pretty good lookin'....."  
When you’re seventy..............who cares?  
 
 
I went to a club last night and saw a BIG woman dancing on a table.  
I said, "Good legs."  
The girl giggled and said, "Do you really think so?"  
I said, "Definitely! Most tables would have collapsed by now."  
Cost me 6 more stitches, but...  
When you’re seventy...............who cares?  
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SEPTEMBER 2017 REUNION WEEKEND 

The ‘84 Squadron Association’ reunion weekend of 30th September, 2017, was 

geared up to be a special occasion this year, as we were all gathering to     

celebrate the formation of No 84 Squadron (RAF) centenary. 

 

Before the weekend I had a call from our ‘leader’ offering me the chance to be 

the guest writer for the association’s reunion weekend.  Now, how many of us 

could refuse such a request; not even the best us of could. Besides he said he 

would buy me a beer! 

 

We were to gather at the Albrighton Hall hotel, outside Shrewsbury, where we 

would meet on Friday evening to share a meal and ‘chew the fat’ since most 

members had not been together since last year. 

 

The weekend did not bode well for Jan and I as we anticipated a three hour 

journey which in fact took four and half hours.  After booking in we were   

directed to our room which meant having to go outside to get back inside and 

as we know it was not the driest of weekends. Still, onwards and upwards. 

 

That evening Jan and I had a pleasant time sharing a table with Brian and 

Carol Farrer.  We deduced that Brian and I had been at St Athan at the same 

time on West Camp when I was on Vulcan majors and found we had a lot in 

common over our careers.  It was unfortunate that although Derek had         

arranged a table seating for our group this was not possible and we ended up 

having our party spread over three tables in the ‘library’.  C’est la vie. 

 

Several members then retired to the bar while some of us headed to an early 

night, as it had been a long day. 

 

Saturday opened to a cloudy but dry day and after breakfast many headed into 

Shrewsbury to see the sights.  I had been here before several years earlier but 

for work.  A quick look at the local bus timetable confirmed my suspicions 

about frequency for getting back, so we opted for the park and ride facility. 

Good choice.  It is only 10 minutes to the centre. 

 

So what is in Shrewsbury? Bear Steps Café is a small coffee shop near St  

Alkmunds Church.  Nice but can be a bit slow especially after a large group of 

tourists who had all ordered food.  The town is full of quaint side streets and 

buildings that you could spend all day hunting out the sites.  [It was here that I 

wanted to find the little Fish St, as it was the lane I had to drive up to get to my 

hotel (the Prince Rupert) when I arrived years ago.  Definitely not a lane to 
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try and find, and navigate, in the dark to get to the hotel.  You have to leave 

the car outside the hotel which is in the shopping precinct so prone to traffic 

wardens pouncing; the hotel staff then arrange for it to be parked at a remote 

secure site.] 

 

Mardol leads to the historic bridge at Mardol Quay and there is Rowleys 

House, circa 1600.  Other places to visit are the Shrewsbury Castle (originally 

circa 1066) and the Regimental Museum, Laura’s Tower (circa 1790) and the 

Shrewsbury Library (originally a school circa 1550).  Shrewsbury is steeped in 

history and definitely worth a visit. 

 

The reunion AGM was planned for 4pm and people had started to gather in the 

bar (what again!).  It was that afternoon that Chas and Jackie had started     

setting up the memorabilia room with the extensive range of material that has 

been accumulated over the years from association members.  (They do a     

fantastic job organising and displaying the material and I would like to thank 

them here and now on behalf of everyone.) 

 

The AGM started on time with Mike drawing the crowd to settle and then   

giving his welcome to all.  The meeting was scheduled for an hour and our 

chairman hoped that we could do it again as speedily.  It was a very spritely 

event and progress was made quite quickly. 
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(The brief of the meeting will be written by Terry.  I am sure we all look     

forward to reading his write up.)  Following the meeting Brian Dixon availed 

all with donations of free commemoration mugs to all attendees.  This he    

organised and managed himself.  A truly bold statement of kindness.  

Thank you Brian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the meeting most returned to their rooms to prepare for the evening’s 

main event. It was gearing up for a special reunion thanks to Derek. 

 

Everyone gathered in the function room in preparation for the dinner, but    

before that could happen the group photograph was to be taken. Due to the 

numbers involved it was decided to take two ‘shots’; one of the ladies and one 

of the ‘gentlemen’.  Now Ian (‘Penguin’) was ready to go but unfortunately 

some members needed a bit of prompting.  Eventually the photographs were 

taken and we were all permitted to head towards our tables for the meal. 
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In association with the hotel’s staff, that had created a magnificent layout and 

the committee’s  ‘fine’ gift for all the ladies was a delight to see.  The theme 

of the ‘scorpion’ rode on through the events. 

 

The hotel staff presented the food by tables ‘en masse’ enabling everyone at 

the table to start eating at the same time.  Once we had eaten it was the due 

moment when our chairman offered up his speech to all.  This was followed 

by the toasts and to “absent friends”.  Then the cake arrived as part of the 

‘Centenary’ celebration. Doris was kind enough to cut the cake with the sword 

ably assisted by Brendan.  

 

 

 

 

Auntie Doris looking 

very determined to 

stab the cake! 
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During the evening our magnificent auctioneer, Reg, displayed his talents in 

extracting the money from the wallets of everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you buy a used car from this man! Reg, you did a magnificent job 

again with the raffle and auctions ably supported by your modelling assistant 

Jane. Thank you. 

 

This picture is not rude (Reg as we all know 

being of shy disposition) is only showing off his 

‘scorpion nail’.  

 

These nails, for those that did not have one, 

were designed and applied by ‘Penguin’ in the 

bar lounge  before, during and after the AGM. 

Thank you Ian for all your hard work and      

patience with some of us who seemed to be  

affronted to having yellow nail varnish applied. 

I did observe that some members declined the offer of an association paint job.  

(During the following week I received some odd looks of my nail and for the 

first time ever I used nail varnish remover.) 

 

(Mine stayed visible for about 3 weeks! Trevor 
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The sum that was raised from the raffle and auction, which raised many ‘roars 

and hoots’, was (accounts to be published in July edition) After this many   

association members managed to rearrange the seating plan and catch up with 

comrades and friends; a fitting end to the evening. 

 

All in all it was an excellent night that was executed to the finest detail.     

Special thanks must go to Derek and ‘his assistants’ for the planning and the 

hotel staff for the execution of the meal.  Some managed to ensure that due 

diligence was applied and kept the bar open long past normal hours, an       

occupational habit for most units. 

 

Sunday morning saw everyone gather, at various times, for a hearty breakfast. 

Although some seemed a little worse for wear. They deserve a medal for   

staying power! How many of us now could keep up the pace? 

 

Upon review this weekend was a very special event and the forthcoming     

further events next year should bring us many surprises. 

 

Ray Butchart 

Beautiful Meal Was Had by All 
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84 Squadron Ops 



Scorpion News 

 

25 

 

84 Squadron.  Special Clean of the Tea Bar Required 

For the PM’s Pre Christmas Kebab & Filfar Collection 
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PARACHUTE CLUB 

 

Yesterday my daughter e-mailed, asking why I didn't do 

something useful with my time.  “Isn't sitting on the couch, 

watching TV and drinking wine is not a good thing?” I 

asked. 

 

Talking about my  "doing-something-useful"  seems to be 

her favorite topic of conversation. She was "only thinking of 

me", she said and suggested that I go down to the Senior 

Center and hang out with the guys. 

 

I did this and when I got home last night, I decided to play a 

prank on her. I e-mailed her and told her that I had joined a 

Parachute Club.  
 

She replied,  "Are you nuts?  You are 65 years old and now 

you're going to start jumping out of airplanes?” 

 

I told her that I even got a Membership Card and e-mailed a 

copy to her. 

She immediately telephoned me and yelled, "Good grief, 

dad, where are your glasses?! This is a membership in a 

Prostitute Club, not a Parachute Club.” 

 

"Oh man, I'm in trouble again,” I said, “I really don't know 

what to do. I signed up for five jumps a week!!” 

The line went quiet and her friend picked up the phone and 

said that my daughter had fainted. 

Life as a Senior Citizen is not getting any easier, but some-

times it can be fun.  
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1945 -- A Drink at the ‘Galle Face’                             
 

Above: The ‘Galle Face’ Hotel, during the 1940s. 

 

My father, Arthur Gill, had a small story to tell about one of his            

colleagues at RAF Old Sarum.  It concerned a Lieutenant Colonel of the 

Middlesex Regiment, whose first name was 'Chris'.  The background to the 

story was that the first colony that the British lost to the Japanese was Hong 

Kong; which fell in December 1941, after a fortnight's desperate attempt at its 

defence.  This man, Chris, was part of the defending force.  He was duly taken 

prisoner and spent the rest of the war in prison camps.  When the war in the 

Far East came to a close in August 1945, he was set-free and evacuated to 

Australia.  Having recuperated there, he opted to take a boat back to the UK 

rather than to fly.  On that journey home, the ship stopped at Ceylon for a day 

to refuel and to transfer passengers.  He went ashore and decided to take a taxi 

to the ‘Galle Face’ Hotel, a well-known venue for Westerners, which Arthur 

knew from when the Squadron was stationed at Ratmalana in 1943.  The     

reason for Chris’ decision to go there was partly that it was his birthday and a 

celebratory drink was definitely in order, all things considered.  

 

He strolled into the bar and glanced around for a table.  Seated across the way 

were a couple of women, chatting, with glasses in their hands.  At that        

moment, one of them looked towards him, upon which, the colour drained 

from her face.   

 

Their eyes locked and she choked out just a single word -- 'CHRIS!'    
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By an extraordinary coincidence, the woman who had recognised him was 

none other than his wife, whom he had last seen almost four years before, 

when they were separated by the Japanese and interned in different countries.  

After their release from captivity, Red Cross records were incomplete and they 

knew nothing of each other's fate.  At the moment he had walked in to the bar, 

she was just reflecting, ruefully, that it was his birthday and she doubted that 

she'd ever get to see him again!   

by Nigel Gill  

More Who Cares? 

I was telling a woman in the Club about my ability to guess on what day 
a woman was born just by feeling her breasts.  
"Really" she said, "Go on then... try."  
After about thirty seconds of fondling she began to lose patience  
and said, "Come on, what day was I born?"  
I said, "Yesterday."  
Cost me a kick in the nuts, but...  
 
When you’re seventy...............who cares?  
 
I was talking to a young woman in the Bar last night.  

She said, "If you lost a few pounds, had a shave and got your hair cut, 

you'd look all right.”;  

I said, “If I did that, I'd be talking to your friends over there instead of 

you.” Cost me a fat lip, but...  

When you’re seventy...............who cares?  

 

Nominated as the best short joke this year.... 
 
A three-year-old boy was examining his testicles while taking a bath. 
 
Mom" he asked, "are these my brains?" 
 
"Not yet," she replied. 
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Don’t Tell The Ministry! 

 

Squadron Formed    16th February 1917 

 

Disbanded      30th January 1920 

 

Reformed      13th August 1920 

 

Dispersed      1st March 1942 

 

Re-established     18th March 1942 

 

Disbanded      20th February 1953 

 

Reformed      20th February 1953 

 

Disbanded      31st December 1956 

 

Reformed      31st December 1956 

 

Disbanded      1st October 1971 

 

Reformed      17th January 1972  

 

84 Squadron on the go for 36,461 days! 

 

Off the boil for 293 days.  

 

Chaz 
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Only one low numbered fighter Squadron can boast a better record 

than us (2(AC) with a total of approximately 30 days). 

Just remember, we have 1 VC, 

1 Marshall of the Royal Air Force, 

At least 12 other Air Officers, 

Including a Brigadier General of the US Air National Guard (who 

was the 2nd highest USAS Ace to survive WW1). 

15 Different aircraft types as main equipment and more than 5 

other types in the training or support role. 

Over the years we have carried out almost every role the RAF has 

(some times more than one at a time). 

Over the years we have been a squadron of the firsts and lasts. We 

were one of the first to operate the SE5A, the first with the      

Westland Wapiti, the Vickers Vincent, the first to use the Vultee 

Vengeance on ops, Bristol Brigand and first to use the Bell Griffin 

operationally.  We had the first female Squadron Commander in 

Nicky Smith, we were the sole RAF Squadron to fly the Wessex 

HC5C, we were the last to fly the Westland Whirlwind and the 

Wessex in RAF service 

 

And finally, it is an Ex 84 Squadron machine that is the Worlds  

oldest airworthy combat veteran with an enemy kill to its name in 

the Shuttleworth Collections SE5A, flown by Major Charles    

Pickthorne C/O at the time. 

 

So don't tell the ministry, they may get a little upset that the    

glamour boy fighter squadrons have missed out on such             

longevity!!! 

 

(Remember, the current ethos in the RAF is “Airpower 

through flexibility” and 84 has shown that throughout 

its time as one of the RAF’s oldest squadrons!!!) 

 

Chaz 



Scorpion News 

 

31 

 

WHERE’S GRANDPA? 
 

The computer swallowed grandpa. 

Yes, honestly it’s true 

He pressed ‘control’ and ‘enter’ 

And disappeared from view. 

It devoured him completely, 

The thought just made me squirm. 

He must have caught a virus 

Or been eaten by a worm. 

I’ve searched through the recycle bin 

And files of every kind; 

I’ve even used the Internet, 

But nothing did I find. 

In desperation I asked Mr. Google 

My searches to refine. 

The reply from him was negative, 

Not a thing was found ‘online’. 

So, if inside your ‘Inbox’ 

My grandpa you should see, 

Please Copy, Scan’ and ‘Paste’ him 

And send him back to me. 
 

A man and woman were married for many years.  

Whenever there was a confrontation, yelling could be heard deep into the 

night.  

The old man would shout,  

"When I die, I will dig my way up and out of the grave and come back and 

haunt you for the rest of your life!"  

 

Neighbours feared him.  

The old man liked the fact that he was feared.  

 

Then one evening, he died when he was 98.  

After the burial, her neighbours, concerned for her safety, asked,  

"Aren't you afraid that he may indeed be able to dig his way out of the grave 

and haunt you for the rest of your life?"  

 

(HERE IT COMES!!!) 

The wife said,  

"Let him dig. I had him buried upside down...and I know he won't ask for   

directions."  
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1942 -- The Roll of the Dice  
 

An 84 Squadron Blenheim, being refuelled on its way out to Sumatra, Dutch 

East Indies, January 1942.  

‘Chance is a fine thing’, they say.  For those RAF servicemen who were on 

Sumatra in the days after the Japanese invaded the island, it was indeed 

just chance that could settle their fate.  

 

Terence Kelly, a Sergeant Pilot in 258 (Hurricane) Squadron, recalled how, 

after the order was given for all personnel to evacuate from Sumatra, he found 

himself with several colleagues in the vicinity of a railway station.  Two of 

them opted to take the train to the port of Oosthaven, with the intention of   

getting a boat out.  He, however, decided to head for P2, the local airfield that 

was still in Allied hands.  He hoped to find an aircraft in which to get to 

neighbouring Java.  By good fortune there was a Hurricane sitting there, 

though it had been abandoned because the tail wheel was damaged and it had 

almost caused a pilot to veer into trees when he attempted to take-off.  A    

Sergeant of the ground staff warned him that it was a death-trap.  He taxied 

out.  The aircraft yawed alarmingly and the tail wheel screeched.  Applying 

maximum revs, he just made it, narrowly clearing a hut on the perimeter.   
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His was the last aircraft to leave P2 and he landed at Java an hour or so later.  

He was pleased, for he’d saved both himself and an aeroplane.  

Oosthaven port facilities, set on fire to deny them to the Japanese.  

Wing Commander Jeudwine had, earlier that day, flown out to Java seven 

Blenheims – the last of the eighteen that 84 Squadron had brought to Sumatra 

three weeks before.  Tragically, an eighth Blenheim crashed on take-off,     

killing all but one of those who had been packed into the aircraft’s fuselage.  

Ft Lt Gill’s situation was different.  Three weeks before, he had taken part in 

the Squadron’s first mission from Sumatra, using borrowed aircraft.  He      

returned to find that his own Blenheim had been taken by a pilot from 62 

(Hudson) Squadron, who had then crashed it.  At the time, it seemed like bad 

luck.  His immediate problem, and that of his crew, was that much of their  

personal kit had been on board.  More significantly for him, he found himself 

to be a reserve pilot with the result that when Sumatra was being evacuated, it 

fell to him to drive the Squadron’s surplus personnel to Oosthaven, in order to 

catch a ship out.   
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Flt Lt John Wyllie with his   

Observer, 84 Squadron (earlier, 

in 1941). 

 

 

 

With so many Japanese    

Naval craft around, it seemed 

that luck might be with those 

who had escaped by aircraft.  

But within a fortnight of 

seiz ing Sumatra,  the       

Japanese invaded neighbour-

ing Java, too.  While Sgt 

Kelly’s colleagues had     

succeeded in getting a ship out to Australia, he, by contrast, found himself 

manning one of the half-dozen airworthy Hurricanes that constituted the     

island’s fighter defence force.  The RAF fought on until the last moment.  In 

the face of attacks by enemy fighters, 84 Squadron carried out courageous 

raids against shipping, troops, and aircraft on the ground.  Flt Lt Wyllie earned 

a DFC after sinking a ship, in a hail of AA fire.   

 

Jeudwine later wrote that he could have kicked himself for not flying the  

Blenheims off Java in the few hours after the Dutch had made a run for it.  Mid

-morning, Squadron personnel were dismayed to hear the gunfire of Japanese 

infantry and tanks as they moved onto their airfield at Kalidjati.  The window 

of opportunity had closed.  While Gill and a hundred-plus Squadron members 

were on voyage to the safety of India, many of those who had made it to Java 

were doomed to go into captivity and face a very uncertain future.  A third of 

the 84 Squadron Prisoners-of-War were not to survive.  After his surrender, 

Kelly soon understood the score when he witnessed his boss being savagely 

caned by a Japanese officer for failing to show respect.  Flt Lt Wyllie too, was 

to go ‘into the bag’.  
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For many of those in 84 Squadron, it was the vagaries of chance, the ‘roll of 

the dice’ that sealed their fate.  Jeudwine, one of the lucky few to escape from 

Java after the Japanese arrived, was to write to Gill saying: ‘We’ve got a score 

to settle with those little yellow men’.  The chance came two years later in the 

skies over Burma.  But this time, with Allied air superiority, the dice were 

loaded in the other direction – and nor was it just the dice that were loaded.  It 

was also the bomb-racks and 0.5” machine guns of 84 Squadron’s formidable 

dive bombers: the Vultee Vengeance.  The score was to be settled – and then 

some! 

The two Flights of 84 Squadron, on operation over the jungles of Burma, 1944 

Nigel Gill 

 Logical Thinking 

Sometimes it really pays to think logically.....here’s a good example. 

I went to the Off Licence on Friday afternoon on my bicycle, bought a bottle 

of Scotch and put it in the bicycle basket. 

As I was about to leave, I thought to myself that if I fell off the bicycle, the 

bottle would break. 

So I drank all the Scotch before I cycled home. 

It turned out to be a very good decision, because I fell off my bicycle seven 

times on the way home..  
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Council Job? 
 

A bloke goes to the council to apply for a job in the office. 

The interviewer asks him, "Are you allergic to anything"? 

He replies, "Yes caffeine." 

"Have you ever worked for the public service before." 

"Yes I was in the army "he says, I was in Iraq for two tours." 

The interviewer says, "That will give you 5 extra points toward employment. 

Then he asks, "Are you disabled in any way?" 

The guy says "Yes, a mine exploded next to me when I was there and I lost 

both my testicles." The interviewer grimaces and then says, "O.K. 

You've got enough points for me to take you on right away. 

Our normal hours are from 8.00am to 4.00pm.......but you can start tomorrow 

at 10.00am-and carry on starting at 10.00am everyday." 

The bloke is puzzled and asks."If the work hours are from 8.00am to 

4.00pm ,why don't you want me here until 10.00am? 

I'm not looking for any special treatment you know." 

"What you have to understand is that this is a council job, "the interviewer 

says, "For the first two hours, we just stand around drinking coffee and 

scratching our balls. There's no point coming in for that."  

The wonderful 84 Squadron Association cake about 3 foot X 2 foot very good 
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One For The Ladies 
 

We are sitting tonight in the fire glow, 

Just you and I alone, 

And the flickering light falls softly 

On a beauty that’s all your own. 

It gleams where your round, smooth shoulder 

From a graceful neck sweeps down; 

And I should not exchange your beauty 

For the best dressed belle in town. 

 

I have drawn the curtain closer, 

And from my easy chair 

I stretch my hand towards you, 

Just to feel that you are there. 

And your breath is laden with perfume 

As my thoughts around you twine, 

And I feel my pulses beating 

As your spirit is mingled with mine. 

 

And the woes of the world have vanished 

When I’ve pressed my lips to yours; 

And to feel your life-blood flowing 

To me is the best of cures. 

You have given me inspiration 

For many a soulful rhyme – 

You’re the Finest Old Scotch Whisky 

I’ve had for a long, long time. 
 

1.  The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumferance.  

He acquired his size from too much pi.  

  

2.  I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, But it turned out to be 

an optical Aleutian .  

  

3.  She was only a whiskey maker, 

But he loved her still.  

 

4.  A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class, Because it was a 

weapon of math disruption.  

 

5.  No matter how much you push the envelope, It'll still be stationery.  

 

6.  A dog gave birth to puppies near the road And was cited for littering.  
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 L.A.C. ROY (ANDY) ANDREWS – Engine Mechanic 
 

We are saddened to report the death of Roy who passed away in late          

September, 2017 just a short time before his 83rd birthday.  He had been an 

enthusiastic member of the association for 15 years tho' he had been unable to 

attend reunions for some years because of declining health. 

 

Roy joined the RAF in 1952 and following trade training he was posted to 84 

Squadron in 1953 as an Engine Mechanic at RAF Fayid in the Suez Canal 

Zone and remained with the squadron until 1955.  At the end of his tour he 

was posted to RAF Benson where he remained until the end of his engagement 

in 1957. 

 

On leaving the RAF Roy worked as a motor mechanic with a London firm for 

14 years.  He then worked as a Departmental Manager for a light engineering 

firm before moving to B&Q as a Customer Consultant and remained there  

until his retirement aged 65. 

   

On retirement Roy kept himself busy with all sorts of D.I.Y. projects and he 

also developed an interest in genealogy in researching his family history.  He 

put the knowledge he gained to good use in tracing members of 84 Squadron 

with whom he had served in Egypt.  He was very successful and as a result of 

his work the Association ended up with 13 new members.  Quite an     

achievement. 

 

Roy's funeral took place in Reading on 6th October.  Brendan (who served with 

Roy) and Christiane Cottrell were pleased to attend on behalf of the             

Association. Roy's wife Jill was supported by their daughter and two sons.  

The family were grateful for our attendance. 

 

B.C.   

 

 

 

 

Pete Towill the lucky so and so 

 

Just showing his association 

coaster arrived safely! 
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 SERGEANT DICKON WALKER – AIR SIGNALLER 
 

We are saddened to have to report the death of Dickon at Orokini near   

Larnaca in Cyprus on  4th December, 2017 after a short illness.  He was 82 

years old. 

 

Dickon joined the RAF in 1953 and having completed his aircrew training 

he was posted to 216 Squadron at Fayid.  Towards the end of 1955 during 

the withdrawal of British forces from the Suez Canal Zone 216 Squadron 

was disbanded and Dickon was posted to 84 Squadron whilst it was still at 

Fayid.  He remained with 84 during its few months at Abu Sueir and its 

withdrawal to Nicosia in March, 1956.  After his service with 84 Dickon 

served on the Jordan Communications Flight until the end of his middle 

east tour.  Returning to the UK he served at RAF Marham before his final 

posting on Valiants as an AEO.  On leaving the RAF Dickon worked in 

Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Zimbabwe, Belgium and the U.S.A.  On retirement he 

chose to live in Cyprus and had dwelled there contentedly for many years. 

He had a daughter and two sons plus six grandchildren and two great grand-

children to whom we offer our condolences. 

 

B.C. 

The PM Trying to get a takeaway from Chris’ Kebebs for Breakfast 
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Remembrance Sunday Cenotaph Parade – November 2018 
 

On 12 November 2017 fifteen members of 84 Squadron Association took part 

for the first time in the traditional parade along Whitehall past the Cenotaph on 

Remembrance Day.  A personal account of the day is elsewhere in this edition, 

so my purpose here is to publicise the 2018 Remembrance Day Parade and to 

give you the opportunity to volunteer in advance should you wish to take part. 
 

Before you do you may wish to know that there are points against and in     

favour of the occasion.  Just getting to London in time on a Sunday is a       

logistical nightmare that involved some having to stay overnight on the       

Saturday.  On Remembrance Day it was cold, windy and wet underfoot.  I hate 

to think how we would have felt if it had been hoovering down with rain.  

There was a great deal of waiting around.  We gathered on Horse Guards    

Parade from 0900 onwards, marched out onto Whitehall at 1005, and then 

waited for over an hour until after the formal service at the Cenotaph had 

taken place before we began our own march past.  Now comes the good bit.  

To a man, and woman, we felt honoured to be there.  We were amongst so 

many able and disabled veterans from numerous conflicts and felt humble in 

their presence.  Our purpose was to honour and remember those 84 Squadron 

personnel who had fought in North Africa, the Middle East and Far East     

during WWII, and in particular those personnel captured by the Japanese and 

imprisoned in POW camps in the Far East.  I believe we succeeded in that  

purpose.  During the Parade the general public were clapping and cheering 

throughout, and the Police were superb. 
 

I know that many Association members would like to participate again in 

2018, the centenary year of the Royal Air Force.  To that end I have formally 

registered our interest with the Royal British Legion, who has promised they 

will contact me in April 2018 with an application email.  I have no idea at this 

stage how many of us will be permitted to parade since numbers may be     

restricted. 
 

I know and respect that many of you commit yourselves each year in various 

roles at your local village or town Remembrance Day memorial services and 

parades.  However, would the remainder like to participate in the Cenotaph 

Parade next year on 11 November 2018?  If so, would you please contact me 

by email, including those who have already expressed interest, by mid April 

2018 so that I can collate our input.  The July edition of Scorpion News will be 

too late to remind you.  I promise you a memorable and rewarding day out! 
 

Mike Chapple 
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Above:   
 

84 Squadron Association Contingent all 

dressed up for the parade, the only thing 

you cant see in the picture, is the Cold, it 

was freezing! 

 

 

Left: 
 

Believe it or not this is adjacent to where  

the association contingent formed up to 

wait on Whitehall.  Obviously they had 

pre planned this, or why else would we 

have been next to lamp post 84? Even  

had our own personal guard? 
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To You, To Me,  -  To You, To Me.  
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Members of the Association  

Forming up at Horse Guards Parade. 

 

Sunday 12th November saw the association being represented by the above. 

Whilst it was a cold day, it was also dry and although it was quite a long wait 

prior to marching past the Cenotaph we managed to stay in good spirits   

swapping war stories and chatting to the members of 202 Sqn who were 

formed up in front of us.  Mike Chapple managed to get a few minutes       

television coverage, which I may add, still haven't seen.  We had the WRAF 

behind us, what a lively bunch they were, with one of their contingent     

shouting Left..Right all along the route.  At last it was time for our column to 

march off and I was amazed at how quickly it all went, suddenly we back at 

Horse Guards and it was all over. 

 

It is quite difficult to explain the wonderful atmosphere this particular event 

generates.  The route is lined with well wishers, cheering and clapping you 

along.  It is both amazing and humbling to be in the presence of thousands of 

veterans and fellow comrades from all branches of the military and respected 

organisations.  The music is both uplifting and inspirational, enabling one to 

have a bounce in ones step. 

 

Apart from Steve Pittaway! He, God bless him, was still recovering from a 

recent back operation and quite dependent on his cane.  He was marching next 

to me and I could see both his resolve to try and keep up as well as his          



Scorpion News 

 

44 

discomfort.  Sadly, it all became too much and he had to pull over and rest. 

Apparently, he was fine and soon back with family, what a tremendous effort, 

well done. 

 

There was a bit of waiting around, however, for me that was not an issue, 

hurry up and wait has always been part of the military ethos.  The honour of 

marching with our president, Brendan Cottrell and the other members is  

something I will forever remember with great pride and fondness. 

 

Would I do it again next year? Definitely, have already booked the              

accommodation. 

 

H and R 

 

Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This afternoon we spent a delightful afternoon in the company of George and 

Audrey Hickson, in Victoria. 

 

Here is a photo of George and Peter, with their 84 Sqn Centenary Mugs. 

(Photo taken by Sarah Hickson, George’s daughter). 

 

Best Wishes to you All. 

Peter and Diane (Bolton) 

H&R 
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84 Squadron Association Annual Reunion 

28 & 29th September 2018 

Albrighton Hall Hotel, Nr Shrewsbury 
  

After the huge success of the centenary reunion we hope that everybody       

enjoyed himself or herself enough to come along again for the 2018 event.  In 

fact we would hope that such an enjoyable time would spur everybody to try to 

persuade others to attend. 

 

We have negotiated the price to remain at the same level as 2017, that is £73-

00p per person, DB&B with a £10-00 single supplement.  The hotel has        

reserved the same amount of rooms for us as last year when we actually ran out 

of accommodation and had people who had to use local B & B’s for their 

stay.   Therefore we recommend that you book as early as possible to avoid 

such a situation.  To book telephone 01939 291000, select reservations and 

mention 84 Squadron.  We have found that some of the duty staff at the hotel 

aren’t aware of our reunion and if this is the case when you call ask to be put 

through to “Events”.  Our organizer / contact is Caroline Buckley. 

 

The timings, rooms and dress for the weekend is the same as always with the 

exception of the Friday evening.  To avoid 2017’s problems we are negotiating 

with the hotel to provide a carvery type meal for us, which should give greater 

flexibility.  The outcome of this will be relayed to you all in due course. 

  

H&R 

  

Derek Whittaker 

  

BREAKING NEWS!!!! 
  

We have come to an agreement with OC 84 Squadron that the Association will 

visit the Squadron in May 2019.  That is the extent of the agreement and no 

dates, hotels, programs, etc have been decided as yet.  The purpose of inform-

ing you is to help you avoid any confliction with other holidays you may be 

planning.  We hope to have these details in place by the time of the 2018      

reunion. 
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PROGRAMME FOR THE JOINT SAR HELICOPTER  
REUNION AND DINNER 

18
th

 to 20
th

 MAY 2018 
 

The 22 Squadron Association will be hosting a Joint SAR Helicopter Reunion and 

Dinner at the Peterborough Marriott Hotel, from Friday 18th through to Sunday 

20th May 2018.  The programme for the Joint SAR Helicopter Reunion is below. 

 

We encourage you to inform the 22 Squadron Association Treasurer as soon as 

possible if you wish to attend the Joint SAR Helicopter Reunion and Reunion  

Dinner by completing the attached pro-forma so that we may progress with the 

arrangements for the Reunion.  It is essential that we receive your replies early.  

The Hotel reservations are being held until 6th April 2018; after that date rooms 

will only be available if the Hotel has not re-sold them.  Moreover, should the 

Joint Reunion prove to be popular, there are only a total of 120 places available for 

the Joint SAR Helicopter Reunion Dinner on Saturday 19th May 2018. 

 

All rooms must be booked directly with the Peterborough Marriott Hotel; this   

removes any liability from the 22 Squadron Association.   Bookings may be made 

on-line; follow this link: (Ctrl+Click):  Book your group rate for CA1 MVD 22 

Squadron Association 2018 May 

Or by telephone to Sam (Samantha) Kew at the Peterborough Marriott Hotel on 

01733 375527 and say that you are wanting to book for the 22 Squadron           

Association Reunion on either 18th and/or 19th May. 

 

The costs of dinners on Friday 18th and Saturday 19th May are included in the   

Hotel DB&B room rates.  The cost of dinners only, if you are not staying in the 

Hotel is £28.00 per person. 

 

Wine and Port, or soft drinks, to the value of £10.00 per person will be provided at 

the Joint Reunion Dinner on Saturday 19th May.  A levy will be made of £10.00 

per person attending the Joint Reunion Dinner on Saturday 19th May to pay for the 

drinks at the Dinner.  

 

Please enclose a cheque to the value of £10.00 per person with your reply to the 

Treasurer of the 22 Squadron Association, made payable to the “22 Squadron   

Association”. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.marriott.co.uk/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=CA1%20MVD%2022%20Squadron%20Association%202018%20May%5EXVHPB%60A76A76A%60135.00%60GBP%60true%602%605/18/18%605/20/18%604/27/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
https://www.marriott.co.uk/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=CA1%20MVD%2022%20Squadron%20Association%202018%20May%5EXVHPB%60A76A76A%60135.00%60GBP%60true%602%605/18/18%605/20/18%604/27/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes


Scorpion News 

 

47 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 

 

 

Please use the loose leaf pro-forma insert for booking and    

communication with Phil Flavell the 22 Squadron Association 

Treasurer.  Don’t forget to send the £10.00 cheque etc? 

Date Time Event Remarks 

Fri 18th 
May  

From 

1500 

Check-in for those  

staying both nights 

  

  1830 Assemble in the Hotel Bar out-

side the Emperor Suite. 

If not already there. 

  1900 Meet and Greet Buffet Dinner Informal 

  A/R Continue in the Hotel Bar   

Sat 19th 

May  

A/R Breakfast Hotel Restaurant 

  TBC Visit to: The Imperial War Mu-

seum, Duxford 

Please annotate pro-

forma if  interested 

  From 

1500 

Check-in for those staying Sat-

urday night only 

  

  1630 22 Squadron Association AGM 
Emperor Suite 

Members Only 
Dress casual 

  1900 Complimentary Pre-dinner 

drinks Group Photograph 

Emperor Suite 

  1930 
 

Joint SAR Helicopter Reunion 

Dinner 

 Lounge Suit / Jacket 

and Association Tie 

  A/R Continue in the Hotel Bar   

Sun 20th 

May  
  

By 1200 Breakfast and Departure All bills to be settled 

individually 
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