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FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRMAN 

 
It was an honour and privilege to be voted in as Chairman of the Association at the 
AGM in September.  Looking back at our previous Chairmen, it will be a hard act to 
follow! Mike Chapple, Terry Butcher and Peter Hersey, all retiring Committee     
members, were publicly thanked at the AGM but I would like to record here our      
collective thanks for their work and dedication. 
 
One of our members who passed away in 2018 was Barry Furness, known universally 
by his colleagues as “Smokey”.  Smokey was one of my ALMs when I was OC 84 and 
the obvious choice to be my Crewman when we had the honour of flying the Prince of 
Wales around Cyprus in November 1986.  I recall having a conversation with him at 
the reunion in 2017.  He was heavily involved with the RAFA and a keen advocate of 
its work.  Having never been a member of the RAFA, he was keen that I should join.  
Following his passing, it seemed only right that I should make good on an undertaking 
I had made and join the RAFA. I recently received an email from the RAFA.  It said 
“As a member of our Association, you’ll know just how important your membership 
is. To help us grow even more and to make sure we can deliver more and more welfare 
support, we need more people like you to stand with us. By simply forwarding this 
email on to a few friends and colleagues, you could help us find more valuable     
members. Demand for welfare support is growing and our strength is in numbers”.  
What struck me about the text of that email was the concept of us standing together 
and strength in numbers.  If you are interested have a look at  www.rafa.org.uk 
 
On a slightly different tack, I was approached by Goodwin Sands SOS who are      
campaigning to stop the Dover Harbour board dredging the Goodwin sands for        
aggregate.  As they point out, the iconic Sands are the final resting place of planes and 
aircrew from the Battle of Britain.  Details of their campaign are at; 
https://goodwinsandssos.org/. 
 
Looking ahead, it seems clear that all Associations will come under increasing pressure 
as the years pass and their current membership ages. Additionally, the pool of potential 
recruits is diminishing as the RAF has contracted. This is particularly relevant to us as 
the Squadron lost its RAF Engineering personnel with the introduction of the Griffin in 
2003.  At the moment, we have solid membership numbers and an active front line 
Squadron – long may that continue – but should and can we do more?  And if so, what 
would that look like – how do Associations attract new and younger members – how 
do they present themselves as relevant in the 21st Century.  Perhaps the concept of 
standing together, as the RAFA puts it, as retired “veterans” - as my US neighbours 
would call us - is enough? Your committee do not have a monopoly on good ideas so I 
would be pleased to hear from you if you have any ideas to make the Association more 
relevant to potential new recruits. At the very least, perhaps we could all be advocates 
for the Association and encourage any ex-84 Squadron members to join the              
Association – standing together and strength in numbers! 
 
I hope you have all enjoyed the Christmas and New Year celebrations.  My very best 
wishes for 2019 to you and your families.  I look forward to catching up with some of 
you during our visit to Cyprus in May and at the next Re-union in September. 

http://www.rafa.org.uk
https://goodwinsandssos.org/
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EDITORIAL 

 
I trust 2019 has started off in a positive way for you all?  I have as promised been 
keeping busy, this retirement lark is just a myth.  I have never had a day off since I 
stopped working.  As I mentioned in the last edition I have been collecting money to 
buy defibrillators, well I managed £6K so did manage to get the four.   
 
When we were due to go on holiday in October, we unfortunately lost our Boxer dog 
“Truly” and although we had only been her friend for 16 weeks it was awful to have 
to say goodbye.  This was the second old lady we had lost in 2018.  However, whilst 
we were away our local Boxer rescue received a call from Battersea Dogs Home,  
asking if they had anyone who could possibly adopt a young dog with only three legs.  
They immediately thought of us.  So only a week or so after returning from holiday a 
van arrived from Battersea with a new 3 year old cracker called Maisie.  The rest is 
history, maybe you saw her and us on the TV as she starred in the Paul ‘O’Grady 
show in December? Well she has settled in brilliantly and it’s like she has always 
been here, she is still adjusting to life with only three legs, but if she’s galloping you 
wouldn't know. 
 
Hopefully, this year we may be able to drop in on some of you whilst passing, as we 
intend to use the motor home a bit more this year, health etc permitting. 
 
In this edition you will notice that we have received several invitations to various 
events in various countries throughout the year.  It would be very nice if we were   
represented by someone at these events, see how you feel about it! Oh and if you do 
attend an event, please could you write a short article for inclusion in the next edition? 
 
For those like me who couldn't attend last years reunion in September, you will notice 
that there has been three changes amongst the association committee.  I would just 
like to say a thank you to Mike, Terry and Pete for the help that I received during their 
time in office.  So, we start a new chapter in the magazines history.  As usual this is a 
call for your assistance, as without input from you of either funnies or serious material 
it is near impossible to publish an interesting read.  So please send in whatever you 
think other members would find interesting, or maybe suggestions to alter the format 
or content. 
 
I have been delaying the publication of this edition hoping to get some New Hooters 
for inclusion etc, however it appears that we do not have any this time.  So I would 
urge you all to try and persuade anyone you know who has been associated with the 
squadron to give us a try.  They will either hate us or love us?   
 
I think all relevant stories, articles have now been received so it is time for proof   
reading and then off to the printers for a weekend posting hopefully.  So I look       
forward to seeing several of you in Cyprus in May. 
 
All the very best  
 
Trevor 
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For those members not 
familiar with Eileen, here 
is a brief explanation: 
 
Eileen has been an        
associate member of the 
association for a very long 
time, certainly well in  
excess of 25 years.  She        
regularly attended our  
annual reunions and was 
very popular with all those 
with whom she came in 
contact.  Her connection 
with the association was 
through her brother who 
had lost his life whilst 
serving with the Squadron 
in the Far East.             
Unfortunately Eileen has 
been unable to attend our    
reunions for several years 
due to failing health. 
 
However, obviously she is 
an avid reader of the  
Scorpion News and kindly 
reacted to my request for 
articles of interest to     
include.  Thank you     
Eileen and also for the 
kind donation to the      
Association! 
 
Trevor 
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I thought this mobile phone App would maybe be of interest to retired Crewmen   
Para medics etc.  I have joined LIVES and having qualified I also was asked to join 
GoodSAM. I think it is an amazing piece of software that is used worldwide to alert a 
passer by to an emergency.  Please have a look on the internet if you haven't heard of 
it before, you may even fancy signing up? 

The Need:  You know how you are probably never more than 3 feet from a spider? 
You are probably never more than 200m from a doctor, nurse or a paramedic.... so 
you can ask for their help in emergencies!  
 
That's where the GoodSAM App comes in - a tool utilising the latest in App develop-
ment that intends to alert those with medical training to nearby emergencies so that 
potentially life-saving interventions can be given before the arrival of emergency  
services.  
 
When someone has a medical emergency or a traumatic event that affects heart   
function or ability to breathe, seconds count. It's critical that they receive cardiopul-
monary resuscitation (CPR - chest compressions and rescue breaths) and defibrilla-
tion in the first three to four minutes.  
 
The GoodSAM system also has a built in crowd-sourced defibrillator registry. With 
this built-in function, GoodSAM users can help even before a life is in danger, by 
registering public access defibrillators throughout the community  
 
Getting a defibrillator quickly to someone who is suffering a cardiac arrest can often 
mean the difference between life and death!  

Who Are We?: We have used the latest in App technology to build a platform that 
can alert Good Samaritans in emergencies, show them where help is needed and, if 
they are available, guide them to the patient.  

The App:  GoodSAM is a community of Good Samaritans, happy to assist if they are 
the closest person to an emergency. Many are off duty doctors, nurses, paramedics 
and other members of the emergency services both current and retired. They are 
trained in first aid and may have additional skills. They can maintain an airway, help 
stop bleeding and if necessary help perform lifesaving cardiopulmonary resuscitation, 
until the arrival of the emergency services. 

https://www.goodsamapp.org/home
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Introduction to the new Chairman: 
Squadron Leader P G Critchley RAF Ret’d 

 
I joined the RAF in October 1971 and was commissioned in March 1972.  I undertook 
Basic Flying Training at No 1 FTS at RAF Linton-on-Ouse flying Jet Provost T3s and 
T5s and was awarded my Wings in May 1973.  I was posted to RAF Tern Hill to   
complete helicopter training on the last half Sioux, half Whirlwind course.  Several 
months holding at Tern Hill ensued whilst I awaited my Operational Conversion 
Course and I was made OC General Duties Flight working in the Station Headquarters.  
It seemed a daunting task for a 21 year old Pilot Officer but I had a brilliant Station 
Warrant Officer, WO Whitler an old school Warrant Officer of Irish Descent, who took 
me under his wing and I probably learned more about the way the RAF really worked 
in those few months than at any other point in my career! 
 
By the Autumn of 1974 I had completed my Wessex operational conversion course and 
joined 72 Squadron.  Little did I know that that was to be the first of 4 tours I would 
complete on the Wessex.  I escaped a couple of times but it kept calling me back!  
Many detachments in Northern Ireland later, and having survived flying covert ops for 
special forces using Passive Night Googles, an early and unreliable version of the    
current Night Vision Googles, I was posted to 28 Squadron in Hong Kong.  From Hong 
Kong, I was posted to the brand-new Sea King and joined 202 Squadron.  The Sea 
King was a brilliant machine with all the “toys” an enthusiastic ex-Wessex pilot could 
have dreamt of using.  It was on that tour I, and the rest of the crew, were awarded the 
Greek Nautical Gallantry Medal for the rescue of the Captain of MV Skopelos Sky 
which was wrecked on the north Devon Coast during the night of 15 December 1979.  
Fifty-seven SAR callouts and 18 months later, I was posted to CFS at RAF Shawbury 
to complete the QHI course and joined No 1 (AFT) Squadron instructing on the       
Gazelle.  Fifteen months later, with a shiny new A2 QHI category, I was re-posted as 
the Flight Commander on the Squadron and, second only to my OC 84 Sqn posting, 
enjoyed one of the best flying periods of my career.  With promotion in prospect and a 
desire to get onto the Chinook force, I volunteered to go back to 72 Squadron now 
based at RAF Aldergrove.  I was promoted to Squadron Leader in January 1985 and 
was offered the post of OC 84 Squadron later that year joining the Squadron in August.  
My time in command was a roller coaster with lows and many highs.  The lowest point 
was undoubtedly the crash of XS518 on 5 November 1986.  Sadly, we lost 2 medical 
personnel and MALM Peter Barwell, the most professional, humorous and charming 
man I have ever known – the pilot survived.  There were many highs including making 
the case and introducing aerial fire fighting to the Squadron’s repertoire, being         
approved to fly Prince Charles around Cyprus in 1986 and celebrating the 70th          
Anniversary of the formation of the Squadron in January 1987 with an all-ranks Ladies 
Guest Night!  Although the Association didn’t exist at that time, a number of 84 
Squadron Old-Boys did join us for the occasion.  From Akrotiri in May 1988, it was 
back to the UK for the inevitable ground tour – SH Contingency Planning – very   
highly classified and very boring!  After a year as a staff officer, it was clear to me that 
I wasn’t cut out for office work and I made plans to leave at my 38/16 point.  In April 
1991, after 20 years’ service, I resigned from the RAF to seek new aviation challenges 
in “civvy” street.   
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With the first Gulf War and a recession looming there was no chance of the airline job 
I was looking for, so it was off the Aberdeen to join Bristow Helicopters on the 
AS332L Super-Puma fleet.  Four years later, Bristow’s sent me to Middle Wallop to 
instruct on the Basic Rotary Squadron of the Middle Wallop AAC’s helicopter school.  
Eventually, the economy recovered and the Airlines started to recruit.  I joined British 
Airways in January 1998 onto their B757/767 fleet.  The conversion courses were quite 
a challenge for an “ageing” helicopter pilot but the lifestyle of the airline pilot in the 
late 90s was a throw back to earlier generations with time off down route and relatively 
sustainable flying hours.  With long times to command in BA and only 10 years to   
retirement (age 60 then), it seemed my career would be to go to Long-haul as soon as 
possible and let someone else take the responsibility.  However, that didn’t work out.  I 
got a Command on the Gatwick based B737 fleet in 5 years and became a trainer and 
examiner a couple of years later.  I was also a BALPA rep briefly which was an        
education to an ex-military guy who had never thought of industrial relations up to that 
point.  Being a trainer on the B737 fleet was a brilliant job with a steady throughput of 
boys and girls who wanted to be co-pilots, the B737 being an ideal first big-jet.     
However, the Airbus A320 was looming and I had the “brain transplant” in 2013. At 
the tender age of 60 (the retirement age had been increased to 65 a few years earlier), I 
learnt the intricacies of the fly-by-wire, envelope protected Airbus.  One of Airbus’ 
Golden Rules at the time was that the Airbus was an airplane like all others!! How 
wrong they were, and that rule was dropped a couple of years ago.  Nevertheless, once 
you embrace the technology it is a satisfying aircraft to “operate” (notice I don’t say 
fly!!).  I went part-time in 2014 and started to live, part-time, in Arizona.  I retired from 
BA in April this year but continue to teach budding Airbus pilots on MPL and Type 
Rating courses in Simulators as a contractor for a couple of Training Academies. 
 
I am married to Dorothy and we have a married Daughter and 2 grand-children.  My 
main interest is Classic Cars and I have 3 MGs – a 1952 MT TD that competed in the 
RAC Rally in 1952, an MGB GT Limited Edition, one of the last thousand cars built at 
the Abingdon factory before it was closed in 1980 and an MGB roadster in Arizona – 
you just have to have a convertible in that climate!! 

 
SKOPELOS SKY 
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Tower of London Torches – 11th November, 2018 
 

Following the weekend events at “Remembering”, the 100th year of the end of the 
First World War in 1918, Jan and I decided to attend the final day of the ‘Burning 
Torches’ at the Tower of London. 
 
As this was the last day of the torchers we had been informed we should make a     
reasonable effort to get there early as it may be very busy. We set off from the hotel 
and arrived about 3pm; two hours before the start time. The day was still light and 
cool, being next to the river.  
 

At the site the event 
staff had set up a 
‘channel’ route (much 
like immigration at 

the airport) into the 
event of running eight 
zigzag lanes. These 

were filling up fast 
and we were glad we 
came early. We esti-

mated that there must 
have been several 
hundred already waiting in the area behind the railings. Within a further hour all sides 

were almost full. We had a position that gave us a view on two sides of the tower, but 
was about ten rows back from the railings. As darkness fell we began to see people, 
some tower staff and beefeaters arrive from within the tower enclave and begin to 

walk around the unlit torches. Burning lanterns were lit and then given to each of 
those who had either payed for the chance to be in this event or were ‘gifted’.  

By now we were beginning to feel cold and a little numb with the cold as the          
temperature was dropping fast. It was still only 4:45pm. By now there were hundreds, 
if not thousands, still waiting in the zigzag channels and the surrounding area. All the 
areas around the tower were full and people were having trouble to see into the moat. 
Quite a few families were ‘turfed’ out from the outside walls to the side of us and fur-
ther barriers were installed and two security dogs brought in. Expecting crowd trouble 
may have been on their minds but none actually happened. 
 
At approximately 5pm the first torches were being lit. A hush settled bringing a      

solemnness to the event. Although there were reported to be about 100 people lighting 
the torches, it appeared to take an age for them to all be lit as each needed about one 
minute to become stable as ‘lit’. (There were about 10,000 torches in the ground.) 

This picture top left next page was of a Beefeater in shadow from the moat lights. It 

gave a good impression being on the outer wall of the tower. 
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Eventually all the torches were lit and then those ‘visitors’ who had lit the torches 
moved to the paved walkway in the moat and everyone could get to see all the 
torches aflame. In the darkness there was now a ‘sea of flickering lights’. 
 
At several places around the moat we observed Beefeaters just standing within the 
torches, and they stayed there until 9pm.  We stayed for a short while and then we 
decided to walk along the side of the moat to the left to see other areas of the 
torches. We did manage to see about three sides of the tower. The forth side, be-
side the river bank, was closed off to all and so we went up onto the bridge walk-
way to look down. 
 
As people were now leaving more were still trying to get into the event. There 
were still hundreds going through the gates. We decided to head to the               
underground at Tower Hill to evade the masses that were moving about. The 
whole area was virtually grid locked between traffic and pedestrians. However, the 
LUL staff had closed this underground station for safety reasons (good excuse) 
and we were directed to Aldgate Station. By now it was breezy and cold and were 
quite numb form the cold. What should have been a 20 minute journey back to our 
hotel turned into an hour long journey.  
 
Even though it was cold, it did stay dry and we did enjoy and reflect on the event. 
Well worth the effort. Again, another event not to be repeated in ‘our time’. 
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84 Squadron Association Visit to 84 Squadron 
RAF Akrotiri, 2019 

 
OC 84 Squadron, Sqn Ldr Al Ross, has agreed that the current squadron 
will host the Association for a visit in May 2019.  The visit will centre 
around a day with the squadron on Thursday May 16th 2019.  The broad 
outline of the day is: 
 
1100 - 1400 Int brief & lunch @ Officers' Mess 
 
1400 - 1600 Sqn visit 
 
1600 - 1800 Scorpy Inn 
 
1800 - 2100 Chris Kebabs 
 
A coach will be arranged for this visit for which there will probably be a 
charge.  We also hope to hold a farewell squadron kebab early the           
following week. 
 
We aim to compress any and all of contact with the squadron into one week 
so that those of you who may only be able to take part for a week will not 
miss out on any of it. 
 
For our last visit (84's Centenary) I spent a lot of effort trying to arrange a 
group travel plan but after 3 months of this found that the price quoted was 
about £70 per head higher than that which was readily available across the 
internet.  For that reason we 'bailed out' and asked everybody to arrange 
there own flight and accommodation.  It seemed to work quite well so we 
have decided that everybody do so again. 
 
Wednesday is hotel 'change-over' day in Cyprus and there tends to be more 
flights available and therefore usually cheaper.  We realise that not         
everybody wants to spend the whole of their visit to Cyprus in the company 
of Association members so we suggest that everybody uses a hotel in the 
Germasogeia area.  There are lots of bars and restaurants in this area.  It 
makes life much easier for everybody from the coach point of view if we 
are not spread out across Limasssol.  The one used by most last time was 
the Atlantica Miramar Beach, which although not perfect most people told 
me they were satisfied with.  Other people have a different view of this   
hotel and the Park Beach has been recommended.  Within walking distance 
of this hotel are the Royal Appolonia and Londa Hotel.  There are also quite 
a few apartments for rent in this area for those who would prefer not to use 
a hotel. 
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So, what to do now? If you are interested in taking part then initially through the 
usual channels (front of the SN) just "express your interest" to me without com-
mitment.  If you are particularly eager, then go ahead and book but please let me 
know so that we can gauge the numbers and let 84 Squadron know what size of 
‘scorpion's nest’ they are to expect next May. 
 
If anybody has any queries please ask and we will try to answer them. 
 
H&R 
 

Derek Whittaker 
SPORT? 

 
1. The sport of choice for the urban poor is BASKETBALL. 
  
2. The sport of choice for maintenance level employees is BOWLING. 
  
3. The sport of choice for front-line workers is FOOTBALL. 
  
4. The sport of choice for supervisors is VOLLEYBALL. 
  
5. The sport of choice for middle management is TENNIS     
 
6. The sport of choice for corporate executives and officers is 
GOLF     
          
THE amazing fact is, the higher you go in the corporate                      
structure, the smaller your balls become. . . . Sooooooooooo 
 
There must be a boat load of people in Parliament playing  
MARBLES. 

LIFE 
 
After being married for 40 years, I took a careful look at my wife one day 
and said ....... 
"Forty years ago we had a cheap house, a junk car, slept on a sofa bed and 
watched a 10-inch black and white TV, but I got to sleep every night with a 
hot 23-year-old girl. 
Now ... I have a £500,000 home, a £35,000 car, a nice big bed and a large 
screen TV, but I'm sleeping with a 65-year-old woman. It seems to me that 
you're not holding up your side of things." 
My wife is a very reasonable woman. She told me to go out and find a hot 
23-year-old girl and she would make sure that I would once again be living in 
a cheap house, driving a junk car, sleeping on a sofa bed and watching a 10-
inch black and white TV. 
 
Aren't older women great? 
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A Future for 84 Squadron? 

 
If you have attended the re-union for the last 2 years you will be aware of the lobbying 
campaign the Association has been conducting to make the case for 84 Squadron to 
continue in existence beyond 2020 when its current Griffin helicopters are to be retired. 
 
I thought it might be useful to summarise the action to date.  Following the centenary 
celebrations at East Boldre and Beaulieu in January 2017, it seemed clear to me that 
there was a distinct possibility that the MOD might privatise UK helicopter support in 
Cyprus once the Griffin’s were retired in 2020.  With the then Chairman’s blessing I 
conducted a review of the history of Cyprus, the SBAs and UK helicopter support in 
Cyprus.  I wrote an analysis paper which was circulated around the ex-OCs for com-
ment.  It was clear from that analysis that RAF helicopter crews should be retained in 
Cyprus beyond 2020 although the role would change to internal security primarily.  A 
strategy was developed in which the Association would lobby for the Squadron, on the 
basis of that paper and letters would be sent to all parts of 84’s Military Chain of    
Command in the first instance.  That would be followed up by a submission to         
Parliament’s Defence Committee and letters to Politicians to apply political pressure on 
the MOD.  Looking at the privatization of helicopter support in the Falklands, time was 
of the essence. 
 
Association letters were sent to the Air Force Board, Joint Forces Command and MOD.  
After a breakthrough in summer 2017, letters were also sent to MOD Defence     
Equipment and Support who were tasked with looking at the whole issue of helicopter 
support in Cyprus beyond 2020.  In particular, AVM Russell, Director Helicopters and 
Captain Vickers RN, leader of the Special Projects Multi-air Platforms team tasked 
with the MOD/JFC analysis, were targeted.  The Association received encouraging  
letters from the Vice Chief of the Air Staff, AVM Wigston whose previous               
appointment was Commander British Forces Cyprus (CBFC), and from Director      
Helicopters MOD DE&S.  I also had contact with CBFC’s ADC as it was clear the  
Association’s intent to present the case to the Defence Committee was concentrating 
minds! 
 
Association members were encouraged to write to their MPs just before the re-union in 
2017 and many replies were received from Mark Lancaster MP on behalf of the      
Secretary of State for Defence.  Following the General Election in 2017, the Defence 
Committee was re-formed and Dr Julian Lewis was re-elected as Chairman (Dr Lewis 
had attended the Dinner at Beaulieu in January in his capacity as MP for New Forest 
East).  I stayed I contact with Dr Lewis but the planned review of the RAF in the    
context of the Strategic Defence Review was postponed.  Early this year, however, the 
Defence Committee decided to make an Inquiry into the Modernising Defence        
Programme ordered by the (new) Secretary for Defence, Gavin Williamson.  The  
Committee was tasked to look at which capabilities should be retained or augmented 
by the Programme.  Although clearly a Strategic review, it seemed the only opportunity 
to present the case for 84 Squadron to be retained that would be available in the right 
time frame.  The Association’s paper was submitted to the Defence Committee at the 
end of April and was acknowledged in May.   
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It can be found at this address – select Written Evidence - view all 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/
defence-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/inquiry9/publications/ 
 
This paper is now copyright material of the Defence Committee, but we have been  
advised that we may have the opportunity to comment further once the conclusions of 
the Modernising Defence Programme are known. 
 
To the future, I am about to submit a Freedom of Information request to JFC to find 
out their conclusions to the question of helicopter support in Cyprus and I may ask  
Association members to write to their MPs again. 
 
On a more practical note, the Association paper concluded that options for a             
replacement for the Griffin were the Airbus H145M (the Jupiter helicopter in the RAF 
100 flypast), Agusta Wesland AW189M or, if Embassy support in the Middle East was 
part of the role, the Sikorsky S-92.  I’m sure that all of them would look better adorned 
with our Scorpion!! 
 
Paul Critchley, Chairman 
 

Airbus H145M Jupiter 

AW 189M Sikorsky S-92 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/defence-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/inquiry9/publications/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/defence-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/inquiry9/publications/
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FIRE!! 
 
This has been quite a year for wildfires. 84 Sqn has dropped over 400 tonnes of water 
over 14 missions, in support of numerous fires across the whole of Cyprus. Noticeably 
even in October way outside the firefighting season. On the 8th of June we were      
required to help with a large fire north of Episkopi Dam. Both 84 Sqn aircraft were  
required to execute the IKAROS plan. This is the Republic of Cyprus' implementation 
and coordination of aerial and ground based firefighting involving a mix of helicopters 
(of varying types), crop sprayers (modified for firefighting) and firefighting appliances.  
The sqn flew 10.5 hours dropping 64 tonnes of water successfully suppressing the fire. 
The last fire of the year was on 27th Oct at Paramali, where over 2 hours the crew 
dropped 7 tonnes. 
 
In addition to the busy firefighting season 84 Sqn crews have been getting some  
Emergency Response work, all be it less than we would like.  In July, Flt Lt Rob Paul 
and his crew were tasked to search for a kite surfer seen in difficulties on a very rough 
and windy day.  The kite surfer was found and recovered to shore exhausted but      
uninjured.   Aug saw the duty crew scrambled to find a missing person reported as   
suicidal.  The individual was found and handed over to police for help. 
 
The RAF has now caught up with 84 Sqn and is now 100 years old.  As old hats to  
celebrations of that nature it came as no surprise that 84 Sqn was front and centre of 
the activities and celebrations at RAF Akrotiri including families’ day, RAF 100 baton 
relay and the Centenary clock. 
 
The Sqn standard party was flown back to the UK to take part in the Centenary parade 
at Buckingham Palace.  Flt Lt John Rowe (Standard Bearer) was supported by, MACr 
David Wray (Standard Warrant Officer), Flight Sgt Andrew Dixon and Sgt Mark  
Scotland (Standard Escorts).  The Standard party were deployed to RAF Halton for 2 
weeks of training and rehearsals then finally the big day.  The rest of the Sqn watched 
on TV as the standard was paraded through London. 
 
The 84 Sqn Standard finally required a bit of TLC and was left in the UK, following 
the centenary Parade, with Hobson and Sons of London for repair.  The Sqn Standard 
arrived back just in time for Remembrance Sunday. 11th November fell on a Sunday 
this year and befitting the 100 years celebrations a full standard party paraded on the 
day. 
 
Socially the Sqn has been quiet but of note the 84 Sqn dinning night in the Officers 
Mess.  The Stn Cdr was dined out in a combined event that also coincided with the  
departure of CO Olive Harvest.   This was an 84 Sqn led Dining Out Night with OC84 
acting as PMC and the sqn providing the decorating.  Ed Joseph (resident Holding   
Officer Legend) provided pyrotechnics and glitter cannons to add a touch of flair to the 
evenings proceedings.  Flt Lt John Rowe also made an impromptu appearance with the 
RAF Band providing percussion with a strong display of prowess on the spoons. 
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The start of September saw STANEVAL (‘The Trappers’) arrive on sqn to conduct 
their annual assurance and standardisation visit.   This also saw the return of MACr 
Andy Leonard who had previously served on the Sqn and augmented STANEVAL's 
staff for the visit.  The Sqn represented itself very well with many Aircrew deemed as 
operating above category. 
 
There has been a gradual turnover of personnel, Cpl Scott Wain (the Sqn Adjt), Carol 
Manghan (Ops Manager), Sgt Iain Young (squipper) and the most recent departure was 
that of Sgt Mark Scotland.  22 years from an engineer to a SAR boy, Mark has moved 
on to work for UK SAR at Lydd. 
 
After a period of uncertainty over 84 Sqn’s future, the MOD are now planning for ‘a 
future rotary capability’ and personnel are earmarked to come out to Cyprus in 2019.  
The long term future is looking rosy, with a few uncertainties remaining in 2020, but 
84 Sqn shall live on!! 
 
Hoot and Roar. 
 

OC 84 

Something to Live Up Too:  See Page 20. 

Over 250 mourners, twelve standards paraded, and the Eulogy read by an 
Air Marshall.  Follow that! The pictures were filched from the order of 
service.  It suggests that parachuting is OK, but dangling on a winch turns 
your hair grey!  There was a short private cremation after the service, and 
Smokey's daughter Julie told me they played the theme music from 'Last 
of Summer Wine' for old 'Compo' which made the family smile! 
Paul Chalice 
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Doris Gill (nee Hammond, and wife of  
Wg Cdr Arthur Gill, 84 Sqn: 1941-44) 

   
    A Younger Doris                 Doris and Arthur 
 
One might say that Doris was a child of the British Empire.  She was born in India in 1923, her 
father having recently transferred from the British Army to the Indian Army Ordnance Corps, 
at the rank of Sergeant.   
 
Aged seven, she was sent-off to boarding school at Ootacumund, three days’ train journey 
away.  She and her many siblings would return home only in the winter holidays, though their 
mother (an ex-school teacher) joined them there, in the relative cool of the hills, during Hot 
Season.  Back home in the military cantonment, the family had a bungalow.  Life was good, 
though some things were rudimentary, like the tin bath which would be filled by cans of hot 
water, brought by one of the native servants.  Doris had childhood memories of swims in the 
river, cycling to the bazar, and rides in her father’s Tin Lizzie motor car, with hitch-hiking  
soldiers taking a lift on the running board.  Less good memories included falling-off a wall 
into a prickly pear bush; and an encounter with a cobra, (quickly despatched with a stick by 
her father), and being slapped around the face by the head teacher, for being cheeky.  She left 
school with a good set of qualifications including clerical skills -- but no science was studied, 
for that was a ‘boys’ subject’. 
 
She was aged 19 when WW2 arrived at the border of India, and she joined the Womens’ Aux-
iliary Corps (India), where she was soon commissioned.  Roles included running the Officers’ 
Shop on an Army base, and being the Personal Assistant to a General.  In 1942, the remnants 
of 84 Squadron were regrouped at Quetta, after the Squadron had been lost to the Japanese 
during the defence of Sumatra and Java.  It was here that she met Arthur Gill, who had just 
been promoted to command the Squadron, tasked to re-form and train it to use the new Vultee 
Vengeance dive-bomber.  They enjoyed a few months of dating, usually in the company of 
other Squadron officers and their sweethearts.   At that time, she was noted to have returned to 
consciousness after a hospital operation, muttering the words ‘I love you Arthur!’  
  
‘84’ was soon posted to the other side of India, where by chance, the following year, the cou-
ple found themselves together again, now at Ranchi, where the unit was training as close air 
support for  the Army, in preparation for the offensive to regain Burma.  Arthur gave Doris a 
joyride in the back of his aircraft and, at the behest of her father, he beat-up the family home.  
The family were waving from the rooftop -- but were forced hastily to duck as he took off the 
top of their eucalyptus tree!   
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She had a worrying six months while ‘84’ were operating against the Japanese over the jungles 
of Burma.  In 1944, the Squadron withdrew to re-equip with the De Havilland Mosquito.     
Arthur was given a staff job at battle-front headquarters, at the end of which he met-up with 
Doris with the intention of getting married.  Doris was flabbergasted; for before it could be 
arranged, he was ordered to embark at Bombay, to return, time-expired, back to the UK.  Two 
years later, Doris and her family were back in Britain, the war was over and her father was 
now retiring as a Lt Colonel.  They found the UK to be decidedly cold and gloomy after India.  
She and Arthur had kept in close touch by letter, and the wedding was expected to be          
imminent.  But Arthur was reticent, being worried by the insecurity of holding only a wartime 
commission.  After a further two years of his procrastination, Doris was tired of waiting, so she 
took a job as an Air Stewardess, flying in Dakotas to the Channel Islands.  It wasn’t the best of 
jobs, for she was often air-sick.  For Arthur, her absence focused his mind and in 1948, the 
happy day finally arrived.  The honeymoon was a camping tour of Devon in the Austin 8.  A 
passing troop of scouts had to push the vehicle up Porlock Hill!   
 
Service accommodation was hard to come-by, post-war. Their first homes included a residen-
tial caravan and a tin hut by the River Avon, where the land-lady warned Doris that she was 
taking too many baths – for the water supply came only from rain water sourced from the roof.  
As for the kitchen stove, it was fuelled by paraffin.  Britain had its privations -- but the couple 
were very happy!  Arthur’s career progressed, having been granted a permanent commission 
and attended Staff College.  Commands in Transport Command, as a Station Commander and 
of Maintenance Units saw them stationed at Upavon, Old Sarum and Aldergrove, Belfast.   
Arthur underwent jet-conversion and he kept up his flying hours.  A posting to Cyprus as Ops 
Staff officer, returned them once more to a land of the sun.  By this time, Doris was running a 
young family.  Memorable trips were made to the ancient Greek temples, many of which had 
yet to be excavated.  Explorations turned up several finds, though for Doris, squeezing into a 
cave frequented by goats, she came out not with artefacts but a good dose of fleas!   
 
Signals Command SPSO at Medmenham was succeeded by a demanding role as Defence    
Attache in Norway.  Doris had much formal entertaining to oversee.  Attending Court and 
meeting the King was a highlight, as were the joys of skiing -- ‘more on my seat than my feet’, 
she observed!  A final posting as Deputy SPSO at Air Support Command, Upavon, completed 
their time in the Service.  Now a civilian, Arthur secured a fulfilling job as a manager with the 
cider company, Bulmers, and they bought a house in rural Herefordshire – well-kept by Doris.  
She settled down to developing a very fine and expansive garden.  She had a flare for Flower 
Arranging, and she often helped with local charity work.  Having fully retired, the couple   
travelled abroad, much of it to the USA to see family and the sights of the West.  It was there 
that disaster struck when Arthur had his first stroke, aged 78.  Doris, too, had failing health 
when she had to overcome bowel cancer.  Looking back, they enjoyed their time in the RAF, 
with all the opportunities and challenges that came their way.  Good friendships were main-
tained through the 84 Squadron Association.   
 
Doris out-lived Arthur by two years.  A devoted wife, his passing was hard for her, but the 
family rallied-around.  By this time, she was a loving, though sometimes forthright matriarch 
to the extended family.  The warmth of the sun would often draw her out to tend her garden.  
Indeed, the same sun that, a few hours before, had passed over the great plains of India.   She 
died peacefully at home in May 2018, aged 94. 

Nigel Gill. 
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MALM Barry (Smokey) Furness  
12th August 1939 – 17th May 2018 

 

Master Air Loadmaster Barry Furness had a remarkable life and career.  Universally 
known as Smokey by friends and colleagues, he once described himself as a “cold war 
warrior.  I didn’t get to do the war fighting but I was doing the things the RAF does 
best”. 
 
In a service career of 29 years he served as a parachutist, a member of the RAF Falcons 
Display Team for their 1969 season, on the Hercules force and completed 12 years as a 
Search and Rescue Winchman including being an instructor at SARTU, Anglesey. 
 
Smokey served on 84 Squadron between 1984 and 1987.  Already the holder of the 
Queen’s Commendation for Distinguished Service as an SAR Winchman, Smokey was 
the Winchman Leader.  His professionalism and high standards were evident to all who 
had the pleasure of operating with him, as was his sense of humour!  Active also in the 
Sergeants Mess, Smokey ran the Station Youth Club and was the RAF Association  
Liaison Officer. He also had a major role in creating the Aphrodite Branch of the RAF 
Association and became its Secretary.  For his service whilst on 84 Squadron and at 
RAF Akrotiri, Smokey was awarded the Air Officer in Chief’s Commendation for his 
outstanding contribution. 
 
The RAF Association is a common thread throughout Smokey’s Service and he      
continued this voluntary work with the Association into retirement.  He held numerous 
posts in both his local Fareham branch and was the Chairman of the Area Council for 
the South East and Eastern Area.  He was also a trustee and managing committee  
member of RAFA Housing Ltd, a privately registered company which provides      
sheltered housing to former members of the RAF.  He regularly assisted the British  
Legion with its annual Poppy Appeal and was a member of the civilian committee of 
1350 Squadron, Air Training Corps.  Smokey was awarded the British Empire Medal 
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List of 2017, an honour his Father also received in 
1946. 
 
Many Association members will remember Smokey, and his wife Rose, as he was a 
stalwart supporter of the 84 Squadron Association and regularly attended our              
re-unions.  All those who knew him were the richer for that experience and we are the 
poorer for his passing.  As a” cold war warrior” not only did he do the things the RAF 
does best, but he personified the best of the RAF. 
 
Smokey is survived by his wife Rose and his sons, Paul and Mark and daughter Julie. 
 
Paul C. 
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S.A.C. ROBIN “ERNIE” BERKSHIRE  
ENGINE MECHANIC 1951 -  53 

 
We are saddened to report the passing of Robin who died on the 18th December aged 
86 years.  He worked at Brooklands Aviation before being called up for National     
Service in the RAF.  He was posted to 204 Squadron in the Suez Canal Zone and 
worked on Vickers Valettas. In early 1953 Coastal Command wanted its 204 number 
plate back for a new squadron of Shackletons and 84 Squadron stepped into the breach 
on its return from the Far East.  Robin like the rest of the ground crew transferred to 84 
Squadron and he served there until the expiry of his M.E.A.F tour in 1953.  He always 
spoke fondly of his time with 84 and was a faithful member of the Association         
attending annual reunions until unable to do so because of deteriorating health some 
years ago. 
 
On leaving the RAF Robin worked with Plessey and British Steel until his retirement 
in 1996 when he became a licensed and enthusiastic Radio Ham.   In his later years he 
lived in Milton Keynes. He is survived by a daughter and two sons to whom we extend 
our condolences. 
 
Brendan 
 

ANOTHER GENTLE REMINDER 
 

84 Squadron Association Visit to RAF Akrotiri 
 
We have arranged with the kind permission of OC 84 Squadron a visit to the squadron 
on Thursday 16th May 2019.  We are also holding a “Squadron Kebab” with the      
current 84 personnel on Monday 20th May 2019.  Funding has been approved for 
coaches for both trips through association funds. 
 
The surnames of those people who have informed me that they and their guests are  
definitely going, dates and details of which hotel they are staying in are:- 
Dixon, Wright, Sladek, Lisle, Banks, Edwards, Hayes & Plant. Others have told me 
that they are going but as yet haven’t informed me of their travel details or I’ve        
forgotten (highly likely!).  If you have told me and your surname doesn’t appear here 
please let me know again. 
 
If you wish to join in on this “jolley”, then book yourself flights and a hotel in the    
Germosoia area of Limassol where most people are staying and let me know using my 
contact details at the front of this Scorpion News. 
 
For more details of the actual activities on the 16th & 20th May 2019 also please    
contact me in the same way. 
 
H&R, 
 
Derek Whittaker 
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Remembrance. Royal Albert Hall (RAH) - November 10th, 2018 
 
Firstly, may I start off with some of the words of Air Marshall David Walker CB CBE 
AFC MA RAF (Retd), edited in the Festival of Remembrance brochure: “As we gather 
today in this magnificent hall, we mark a very special occasion. 100 years ago, the 
guns on the Western front fell silent at 11am, on 11 November 1918, bringing to an end 
the first global conflict of the modern era. In just over four years the First World War 
had claimed the lives of more than one million Service men and women from Britain 
and the Commonwealth, and transformed the world in ways that are still with us      
today.” ……. “We also mark the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Royal Air 
Force, whose members have served proudly alongside their Royal Navy and Army   
colleagues since 1918 to protect our nation.” 
 
For Jan and myself, this was an opportunity to attend the evening event, in the presence 
of Her Majesty, The Queen, where we previously had only been able to attend in the 
afternoon rehearsal event. This event was billed as a ‘special’ because of the occasion 
of the 100th. 
 
Our evening drew close and the weather was not kind; the rain had not eased for some 
time. It was going to be a ‘wet’ journey from the hotel and the inevitable wait as we 
knew the security would be tight. We opted for a taxi as we knew you could walk 
through the park but it closes at ‘dusk’. Dusk came early that evening! The taxi driver 
was ‘confused’ as he could not get close to the Hall, so drove around trying to get  
closer. Another ‘few’ pounds on the bill! Anyway, arrive we did and searched we were. 
Airport security has nothing on this level! 
 
Once inside we were pounced upon by the ‘cadet corps’ selling the brochures. They 
have a good knack of extracting ££’s from one’s wallet. Our seats were up in the gods. 
The only seats we could get was at the far end of the Rousing Circle, after trying to 
make a phone-call connection when the tickets became available {350 redials to get 
through!] So climb we did. The seating plan stated we did not have a restricted view, 
but seeing one of the two large screens was not possible as it was very close to the 
‘stage’ area. 
 
The RAH filled up steadily and soon the noise abated and the lights dimmed. The    
variations on subjects was good and at times very moving.  The normal presentation of 
the standard bearers for the Union Flag, Royal British Legion National Standards,     
Ex-Service Associations and the Cadet Banner Bearers was a rousing and symbolic 
moment for those represented. One has to be amazed how so many of the display and 
music support can be crammed into the available floor space.  
 
The RAH events team had done a remarkable display projecting the image of a Spitfire 
on the floor when they presented the “100 Years of the Royal Air Force”.  
 
The ‘Muster’ was exceptional and is always a scene to be admired when so many    
representatives of the “Three Services”, The Merchant Navy, The Commonwealth, The 
British Legion, The Civilian Services are finally topped off with the Book of            
Remembrance. (See picture 1) 
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Further to this there was an A4 ‘photograph’ affixed to everyone’s seat. Ours was of 
Tom Edward Brydon and Thomas Alexander Brown. These were for all to hold up and 
for us present to “Remember all those who contributed to the First World War” and for 
us together to say “Thank You”. Another special moving part of the ceremony. 
 
After the Act of Remembrance, The Last Post, Reveille and The Dedication everyone 

sang a glorious rendition of “I Vow to Thee My Country” followed by the Royal Salute 
and the National Anthem. Following the Royal party departure there occurred a ‘rush’ 
to get to the centre to gather some of the ‘poppies’ that had fallen during the Two 

Minutes Silence. (see picture 2) The 
centre was full of serving and ex-
service persons and where we met a 

‘tall’ guardsman. (see picture 3). I 
thanked him for his service and he 
responded with;  

“No, thank you, you have done your 

time, it now my time!” A very 
thoughtful and kind response. 

 

 

 

 

            Picture 2          Picture 3 

Picture 1.  The Muster. 
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Following such a moving event we headed out to find the rain had stopped and we 
managed to walk back to our hotel, this time, left to Kensington and Notting Hill Gate, 
around Kensington Gardens. 
 
It had been a memorable and moving event and one that we will never see again in our 
lifetime. We had earlier been to Westminster Abbey to lay crosses to remember three 
people whom we knew and lost in combat or a war zone. Next on our schedule was the 
Cenotaph on Sunday morning and the Tower of London Candle Event on Sunday  
evening. A very busy weekend but a very satisfying time.  This weekend was a time for 
reflection. 
 

Ray Butchart 

 

RAF 100 Painting by Mr Keith Burns.  Clearly shows XP-345 

 

Notice spotted on a church notice board: 
  

When you enter this Church it may be possible 
           that you hear “the call of God”. 

  
However, it is unlikely that He will call you on your 
   mobile.  Thank you for turning off your phone. 

  
If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet 

                 place and talk to Him. 
  

If you want to see Him, send Him a text while driving. 
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84 Squadron Association 2019 Annual Reunion 
27th to 29th September 2019 

Albrighton Hall Hotel, Nr Shrewsbury 
 
The price for this year’s reunion is £75-00p per person, DB&B with a £10-00 single 
supplement.  The £2-00 increase from last year is less than the amount proposed by the 
hotel after protracted negotiations. 
 
The rooms for the dinner, AGM and memorabilia are complementary depending upon 
us achieving a minimum attendance of 70 for the Saturday evening. 
 
For the above reason and the fact that should you book by any other method it would 
not count towards the minimum attendance level of 70 we ask that everybody who 
wishes to attend does so by telephoning Caroline Buckley in the Events & Conference 
department of the hotel (01939 291718).  When booking please quote the discount 
code of “RAF 84”.  Caroline works from 9-30 to 14-30 on weekdays.  You will need a 
debit/credit card to secure the booking.  Her email is events@mercureshrewsbury.co.uk 
for anybody who has queries or to specify any mobility or dietary requirements. 
 
Important: If you are attending on the Friday evening, when booking also reserve a 
dining time in the restaurant. 
 
The format for the weekend is as per usual: 
 
Friday – meet & greet.  Upon arrival ask for a menu choice for the evening and once 
you are settled in provide reception with your selection. 
 
Saturday – AGM in the Lakeside Room at 16-00.  In the evening the “banquet” is     
19-00 for 19-30 (dress jacket & tie).  Upon arrival you will be ‘mugged’ for the raffle 
tickets. 
 
Sunday – breakfast followed by farewells. 
 
Once you have completed the above please let me know via the details at the front of 
the Scorpion News how many nights you are attending, the era you were on the   
squadron, the names of any guests for place card reasons (‘the Mrs’ won’t do) and also 
if you have booked a table for the Friday evening let me know the time and your dining 
companions. 
 
If you cannot attend and wish your name to be added to the apologies list, please let 
me, or the secretary, Brian Dixon, know. 
 
H&R, 
 
Derek Whittaker 
 

mailto:events@mercureshrewsbury.co.uk
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HISTORIC HELICOPTERS  

Historic Helicopters was established in 2013 with the aim to preserve, restore 
to airworthy status and operate a select fleet of vintage Military Helicopters. 
The brainchild of Mr. Andrew Whitehouse, this pioneering and unique          
collection has forged new ground in the world of historic aircraft preservation. 
Based near Chard in Somerset, the fleet currently consists of the following:  
 
Westland Whirlwind HAR10 XJ729 (the world’s only airworthy example) 
 
Westland Wessex HU5 XT761 (currently undergoing restoration to airworthy 
status) 
  
Westland Wessex HU5 XT771 
 
Westland Sea King HAR3 XZ597 (due to undergo restoration to airworthy   
status)  
 
Westland Sea King HC4 ZF122 
 
A small and dedicated team of Aircraft Engineers are employed to preserve 
and maintain the Historic Helicopters fleet. Most of these Engineers are former 
members of the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force. They bring with them a 
wealth of knowledge and experience and a few of them have previously 
worked on the very aircraft which now occupy our hangar.  
 
We are currently in the process of establishing a Visitor Centre and small   
museum to complement this astonishing collection of Historic Helicopters. The 
primary focus of the displays will be to chart the history of Royal Navy & Royal 
Air Force Search and Rescue and the history of the Commando Brigade Air 
Squadron, the Commando Helicopter Force and the “Junglie” Helicopters. 
 
We would be most grateful to receive donations of artefacts, photographs, 
models, documents, badges, flying clothing, uniforms and equipment related 
to Royal Navy/Royal Air Force SAR and Commando Aviation. 
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Please contact: mark@historichelicopters.com 
 
During the Airshow season we are busy attending as many events as possible. 
We carry an extensive range of merchandise and all profits from the sale of 
this merchandise are shared equally between Aircraft Restoration, the Navy 
Wings Charity and the RAF Benevolent Fund. 
 
We also host Open Days and special events when we usually fly the Whirlwind 
and conduct a Search and Rescue demonstration. Additionally, we organise 
evening talks with guest speakers and can cater for functions, conferences 
and reunions with a fully equipped café, licensed bar and overnight              
accommodation with toilets and showers. 
 
Longer term we plan to develop our relationship with the local community by 
engaging with youth organisations like the Air Cadets, Army Cadets, Sea     
Cadets, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. Likely activities will include visits, tours 
and assisting the Cubs to attain their Air Activities Badge. Ex-Service organisa-
tions that we are keen to expand our relationship with include the Royal Air 
Forces Association, Royal Naval Association, Commando Helicopter Force 
“Junglie” Association, Fleet Air Arm Association and the Royal British legion. 
 
Visit us at the following sites: 
 
www.historichelicopters.com 
www.facebook.com/WhirlwindHarMark10 
www.facebook.com/NavyWessex 

mailto:mark@historichelicopters.com
http://www.historichelicopters.com
http://www.facebook.com/WhirlwindHarMark10
http://www.facebook.com/NavyWessex
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Annual General Meeting of the  
No. 84 Squadron Association  

29th September 2018 Albrighton Hall Hotel,  
Shrewsbury  

 
The meeting was opened at 16.00 by the Chairman, Mike Chapple. 
He welcomed everyone and invited new members attending for the 
first time to introduce themselves. Ken Park, Robert Hayes and   
Norman Pringle were welcomed by those present. 
 
Apologies were received from: Roger Strike, John Saxey-Santillo, 
John (Jack) Partington, George Hickson, Eileen Small, Ed (Gilbert) 
Harding, Paul Lees, Vic Campden, Rosemary Furness, Mike Leaming, 
Chris Mace, Yvonne Marsden, Trevor Wright, Rich Simpson, Colin 
Jones, John Clift, Dave Wilkinson, Steve Calton and George Hickson.  
 
The minutes of the previous AGM were voted on as being an         
accurate recording of the proceedings.  
 
There were no matters arising from the previous Minutes.  
 
The Treasurer’s accounts are attached separately. The Treasurer, 
Pete Hersey, reported that the accounts were very healthy with a 
closing balance of £5291.77. for the year to 31st  March 2018.    
Subscriptions received since April has increased the balance to 
£5591.77 as of 24th Sept. 
 
The Secretary/Membership Secretary, Terry Butcher, reported that 
presently we have 118 paid up members. We have two honorary 
members and 27 Associate members, the latest additions being 
Rosemary Furness and Margery Welch.  
 
The Secretary also reported that he had dealt with a fair amount of 
correspondence about former members of the Squadron and        
enquiries about membership, all of which had been answered. 
 
The Reunion Secretary, Derek Whittaker, told the members that he 
has provisionally booked the hotel for the same weekend in 2019 – 
subject to the weekend going well.  
 
Derek then reported that 72 people would be sitting down for        
tonight’s dinner and each table would have two bottles of wine     
provided by the Association funds. The table flowers have been    
provided by Jan Chapple and each one should be raffled by those  
sitting at each table. 
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A visit to the Squadron has been agreed for 16th May 2019 when it 
is hoped that familiarisation flights would be arranged followed by 
visits to the Scorpion Bar and a meal with Squadron Members at 
Chris Kebab. Other get togethers during the week 15th to 22 May 
could also be arranged. Members should make their own holiday/
travel arrangements to Cyprus. The Mediterranean Beach Hotel,  
Atlantica Miramare Hotel and the Park Beach Hotel were            
recommended as suitable and within a short distance of each other. 
It was agreed by all present that the Association will fund up to 
£1000 for the visit to provide coach travel during the visit and gifts 
for the Squadron. 
 
The Newsletter Editor, Trevor Wright, sent a written report. and 
asked for more copy. He has received an article from Eileen Small 
about her time working as cabin crew. Mike Chapple commented 
that he would also like any ladies with interesting stories to send 
them in, they do not have to be about your time on 84! All agreed 
that the newsletter is a good format and makes interesting reading. 
Trevor also reported that he has received a donation of £25 from 
Eileen Small for Association funds. 
 
Our Archivist, Chaz Scowen, gave us an update to his missive 
“Don’t tell the Ministry”. The Squadron continues to serve. The    
update now puts us at 36826 days operational and only 293 days 
not serving. 
 
Chaz showed some artwork he had commissioned and printed as 
announced last year and has 84 numbered copies made for sale to 
the members at £5 each. Copy no 1 was presented to Association 
President, Brendan Cottrell. He asked everyone present to sign a 
copy which would be placed in the archive. 
 
The first Joint SAR Helicopter reunion had been held earlier this 
year between 22, 202 and 84 Squadron Associations at the         
Peterborough Marriott hotel and a good weekend had been had by 
all. The Chairman reported that he has been approached to ask if 
84 Squadron Association would be prepared to arrange another   
reunion which are hoped for every 2/3 years. Mike felt that now 
was not the right time to commit as the majority of those attending 
from 22 and 202 were ex aircrew. Should more ex groundcrew    
become involved it would be more in keeping with the ethos of our 
Association. 
 
Paul Critchley was then invited to update the members on the     
future of 84 Squadron and the research he had done to try to      
ensure its continued existence after 2020.  
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All members of the Association had been encouraged to send letters 
to their local MPs to try to ensure 84 is re-equipped and continues to 
serve in the uncertain future ahead. The replies received so far by 
Members who had written are non-committal but it’s important that 
we continue to try to influence the decision makers and Paul has 
sent a submission to Parliament’s Defence Committee as part of 
their Beyond two per cent: A        preliminary report on the Modern-
ising Defence Programme. Paul will keep the situation under review 
and look for other opportunities for the Association to influence the 
decision makers. The present       aircraft contract ends in 2020. 
 
The committee then stood down. Mike Chapple, Terry Butcher and 
Pete Hersey all retired from the committee. Paul Critchley was  
elected as Chairman, Brian Dixon as Treasurer/Membership and Kev 
Graham as Secretary. The rest of the committee, Graham Goosey, 
Derek Whittaker, Trevor Wright and Chaz Scowen were re-elected. 
 
Paul Critchley and the new committee took over the meeting. 
 
In Any Other Business the President, Brendan Cottrell, thanked the 
committee for all they had done this year in their work for the      
Association. He also commented on the Association’s bank balance 
and whether the Association needed such a large balance which   
appeared to be increasing year on year. Paul Critchley undertook to 
look at that with the rest of the committee and the Committee would 
bring forward suggestions at the next AGM. 
 
Mike Chapple was commended for his BBC TV interview at the      
Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph last November when 15 
members of the Association took part in the march past. Mike said 
he was hoping that we would be allowed to march again this year. 
 
Terry Butcher showed the meeting a suit bag which could be       
embroidered with the Squadron Badge. Several members present 
expressed interest and Terry undertook to carry out some more    
research for prices etc. 
 
The meeting was closed by the Chairman, Paul Critchley at 16.50 
thanking everyone for their attendance and support. 

 
Philosophy of marriage: 

 
At the beginning, every wife treats her husband as GOD... 
Later, somehow don't know why, alphabets get reversed..  
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Message From Connie Conradie 
 
On behalf of the Beauchamp Proctor Flying Club (BPFC) MAFIKENG South    
African members, I wish that you and your loved ones will experience a good and 
healthy new year 2019. 
 
South African Air show:  21-22 June 2019  -  MAHIKENG Airport, SA: 
 

• Please take note of this up and coming air show here at the Mafikeng/MAHIKENG 
airport. 
 

• 21st June 1921:  The day that Capt Andrew B-Proctor died in a aircraft accident. 
We plan to incorporate a Memorial Air Show in lieu of the late Proctor. 
 
More info regarding our flying club on our web page:   
www.mafikeng-flyingclub.co.za  
 
Regards 
 
Connie Conradie 
 
CHAIRMAN: Beauchamp-Proctor Flying Club 
Mafikeng Airport, North-West Province, 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 
connie.conradie@gmail.com 
www.mafikeng-flyingclub.co.za 
 
27 (0) 86 675 0814 fax 
27 (0) 82 449 1546 contact 
 
P.O.Box 541, MAFIKENG, 2745 
North-West Province 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

http://www.mafikeng-flyingclub.co.za
mailto:connie.conradie@gmail.com
http://www.mafikeng-flyingclub.co.za/
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Who Was Beauchamp-Proctor? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Frederick Weatherby (Anthony) Beauchamp-Proctor, VC, DSO, MC & 
Bar, DFC (4 September 1894 – 21 June 1921) was a South African airman and a     
recipient of the Victoria Cross, the highest award for gallantry in the face of the enemy 
that can be awarded to British and Commonwealth forces. He was South Africa's   
leading ace of the First World War, being credited with 54 aerial victories.  
 
In August 1915, he was demobilised with an honorable discharge.  He promptly went 
to work with the South African Field Telegraph and re-enrolled in university.  He  
managed to complete his third year of college before re-enlisting, this time with the 
Royal Flying Corps (RFC), in March 1917. 

He was accepted as an Air Mechanic Third Class.  From there, he passed on to pilot 
training at the School of Military Aeronautics at Oxford in England, where he was also 
commissioned.  He managed to learn to fly despite his wiry stature of five feet 
two inches (1.57 m).  His aircraft was altered to accommodate him; his seat was raised 
so he could have a better view from the cockpit and so he could reach controls.  Blocks 
of wood were also fastened on his  rudder bar so he could reach it. 

On 10 June 1917, he soloed after just over five hours' flying time. He crashed upon 
landing, wiping out the landing gear.  Nevertheless, he continued to fly solo.  He was 
passed on to a bomber squadron, Number 84, with a little under ten hours' flying      
experience.  When he joined 84 Squadron in July 1917, it was re-forming as a fighter 
squadron. 

Information Source Wikipedia 
Please Check it Out! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medal_bar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Flying_Cross_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Flying_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._1_School_of_Military_Aeronautics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._84_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Andrew_Beauchamp-Proctor_VC_IWM_Q_067596.jpg


Scorpion News 

 

33 

 
202 Squadron Association 

 
From: Geoff Bakewell 

232, Wendover Rd 
Weston Turville 

Aylesbury 
Bucks 

HP22 5TJ 
 

01296 612309 
07899805123 

 
gbakewell232@outlook.com 

 
10 January 2019 

 
 
JOINT REUNION 2019 
 

 
The 202 Squadron Association will be hosting its Annual Reunion on 22nd to 23th 
March 2019 inc and, following the success earlier last year of the Joint Reunion and 
Dinner at Peterborough in May, we agreed to host the similar occasion in 2019.        
Accordingly we cordially invite members of the 22 Squadron Association along with 
members of 84 Squadron Association who would wish to support us for a bit of 
jointery!   
 
We shall be staying at; 
 
The Trearddur Bay Hotel 
Lon Isallt 
Holyhead 
Anglesey, LL65 2UN. 
Telephone: 01407 860301 
Website: trearddurbayhotel.co.uk. 
 
Rooms, which you should book yourselves, are £110 per night B & B for a standard 
double/twin, and £165 for a deluxe room based on two sharing.  There are a number of 
twin rooms which you solo guys might choose to book between you, as we have done 
in the past.  When booking say that you are from the Association and that you are 
booking one of the rooms reserved by me.  The majority of the hotel has been blocked 
but, in event of an overspill, the hotel will direct you to alternative accommodation in 
Trearddur Bay.   
 
The weekend will follow our familiar pattern.  There’ll be an informal  Meet & Greet, 
a chance to catch up with old friends, on the Friday evening with a buffet supper and 
bar (in the Dwinwen Room) the cost will be £15/head.   

PTO 
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On the Saturday morning we shall have a visit to 202 Squadron at RAF Valley which 
many of your will know as the former SARTS/SARTU.  (Numbers may have to be 
limited commensurate with the size of the unit).  In the afternoon, we will be holding 
the 202 Sqn Association AGM back at the hotel (again in the Dwinwen Room) whilst 
others may wish to take in a little sightseeing (Anglesey can be very nice in March!).  
No doubt there will be ample opportunity to examine Pete’s memorabilia shop! 
 
On the Saturday evening we’ll have our formal dinner, at the hotel (in the Penhant 
Room) seating up to approx 130, which will be £50 per head inclusive of wine and port 
which, as 202 Assoc members will know we always style as a  ‘black tie’ function.  
This, of course, gives our ladies the opportunity to display their finery or indeed       
acquire new frocks etc!  However, appreciating that other associations do things        
differently, this is by no means mandatory.  I have included the menu (please see     
below) so if any of you have food allergies then please let me know. 
 
Clearly, there is not as much time as usual so please book your accommodation now, 
let me know your intentions by completing and despatching the attached form together 
with £50 for each person coming to the formal dinner and include a further £15/head if 
you intend to be at the Meet and Greet.  (Cheques made payable to 202 Squadron     
Association.) 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all again! 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Geoff Bakewell 
 
Menu (please specify choice) 

 
Seasonal Vegetable Soup, herb snippets……………………………..….. 
 
Simply Oak Smoked Salmon & Prawns………………………………… 
Lemon mayonnaise, malted brown bread & butter 
~~~ 
Tender Braised Feathered Steak………………………………………… 
Fondant potatoes. seasonal vegetables and a red wine sauce 
 
Roasted vegetable brochette…………………………………………….. 
Spiced rice and Thai coconut sauce 
~~~ 
Dark chocolate tart, forest berry coulis………………………………….. 
 
Vanilla cheesecake, seasonal fruit compote……………………………... 
 
I/we are allergic to………………………………………………… 
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Geoff’s Contact Details: 
 
Please send all required information to Geoff in the format below: 
 
To:  Geoff Bakewell, 232 Wendover Rd, Weston Turville, Aylesbury,  
Bucks, HP22 5TJ 
 
From: …………………………………………………………………… 
202*  22*  84*  Squadron Association 
 
Address: ………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Telephone No: 
 
e-mail: 
 
I/we shall be attending the 202 Association Reunion on 22 Mar/23 Mar 19 
 
I/we will attend the Meet and Greet on Friday 22 Mar 19 
 
Visit to 202 Squadron  I*/We/ wish*/do not wish* to visit 202 Sqn during Sat 23 
Mar 19. 
 
I/we will attend the Formal Dinner on Saturday 23 Mar 19 
 
I shall be unaccompanied/accompanied by: ………………………………...……..
(name) 
 
I have booked at the Trearddur Bay Hotel for the nights of: ……………………….. 
 
I have made other accommodation arrangements. 
 
I enclose a cheque, made to The 202 Squadron Association, for £: ………………. 
 
If possible I/We would like to be seated at the same table as:……………………….. 
 
(Please delete all that does not apply) 
 
 
Signed: 
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PERSONAL THOUGHTS ABOUT REMEBRANCE SUNDAY 2018 
 
I have begun these personal recollections on my participation in the 2018 Cenotaph 
Parade just a few hours after returning home on 11 November 2018, whilst thoughts 
and emotions are very fresh in my mind.  My initial, overwhelming feeling is that it 
was an honour for me to be there, along with 14 others of the 84 Squadron               As-
sociation, marching past the Cenotaph on Whitehall, in such exalted company.  The 
wreath that our president Brendan Cottrell laid at the Cenotaph was a red, white and 
blue wreath with the Squadron crest at the centre.  The words we chose to go with the 
wreath were “From 84 Squadron Association, in memory of all Squadron personnel 
who fought in both World Wars”.  Trevor Wright had spent many hours chasing up the 
wreath, but luckily it had arrived in time. 
 
Some Association participants had to travel the night before and stay overnight in   
London, whereas I was lucky in that I was able to catch an early train up to London on 
Sunday.  Having participated last year I thought it would be a doddle getting on parade, 
but on arrival at Westminster Underground station I was thrown by the new rules 
which led me via a tortuous route, crossing and re-crossing roads, through barriers and 
around the bazaars before eventually arriving at Horse Guards Parade.  It was a delight 
to find most of the Association participants already there, and the camaraderie and bon-
homie was instantly evident and compulsive.  It was also a delight to be next to both 
the 202 Squadron Association contingent, and the WRAF flight, both of which were 
with us last year.  The weather held fine, it was reasonably warm, and a number of old 
acquaintances were resurrected around the parade ground. 
 
Unlike last year when we marched off Horse Guards soon after 1000, this time we 
were still there at 1030, and wondering what had changed.  We eventually made it out 
onto Whitehall, in a totally different position from 2017, and surrounded by a very 
tightly packed gathering of differently dressed ex-military personnel.  The 2 minute 
silence and Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph was relayed to us via loud speakers 
and distant screens, and the way everyone all joined in the Service was very emotional.  
I lost track of time, but I suppose the march past by veteran personnel began around 
1130, and our turn did not commence until around 40 minutes later.  During this time 
columns of marchers were passing us, of all shapes, sizes, abilities, age, sex and      or-
ganisations, and each was given a rousing send off from all around.  There was a lot of 
banter, and the odd sip or three from hip flasks! 
 
Then it was our turn.  From the first step off the applause from the general public was 
continuous, and made me feel very proud to be there and representing such an         il-
lustrious Squadron.  As we approached the Cenotaph we picked up the beat and pace 
from the military band, and a serving Guardsman helping with the parade said “Well 
done 84 Squadron” as we passed him which again made me feel very proud.  Then it 
was Brendan’s duty to hand over our wreath at the Cenotaph, we all gave an “eyes left” 
to salute the fallen, and it was suddenly all over.  There seemed so little time to take it 
all in, but to me the Cenotaph seemed smaller than I had imagined or             remem-
bered, and it all felt very enclosed.  I was very conscious of the public behind the barri-
ers, who kept up the continuous applause. 
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We turned right at the end of Whitehall, where we began to lose the pace from the   
military band back at the Cenotaph.  Keeping in step from there on was difficult, but it 
did not seem to matter.  The public was brilliant, continuing their clapping and     
cheering in a less formal atmosphere.  We turned right again at the end of the street, on 
our way back to Horse Guards.  As we approached we again picked up the beat from 
another band, and were in step again and dressed smartly to give an “eyes right” to the 
saluting dais and Princess Anne.  A right turn into Horse Guards followed, where we 
halted, turned into line, and continued to acknowledge and clap those contingents that 
followed us.   
 
I am very poor at saying goodbyes, because I hate them, and I knew that others had rel-
atives and friends to meet, trains to catch, things to do.  Consequently I apologised to 
one and all and made my way off the Parade Square.  I hope I did not offend anyone.  
Because of the extra 10,000 general public marchers this year in The Mall, following 
on from the veterans march, it was extremely difficult getting back into London proper.  
I wandered around St James Park and eventually found my way back to Westminster 
Underground to begin my journey home. 
 
To sum up my feelings about the day, I retain an overriding sense of pride (mixed with 
humility), honour and camaraderie to have been allowed to participate with some out-
standing Association colleagues in this recognition of the end of the First World War 
100 years before.  I also feel strongly that I was also there to recognise and pay respect 
to the sacrifices made by 84 Squadron personnel in both World Wars, particularly 
those interned in the Far East POW camps.  Last year was the 100th anniversary of the 
formation of 84 Squadron, and this year has been the 100th anniversary of the formation 
of the Royal Air Force.  I was on parade for both, and I could not wish for a better way 
of celebrating both milestones than marching down Whitehall past the Cenotaph on 
Remembrance Sunday. 
 
So where do I go from here?  I do not think I can surpass my feelings and experiences 
detailed above, and therefore do not plan to be on parade next year.  I hope that an   
Association member has persevered and read this far, and might consider taking over 
from me as the Association coordinator.  I would be more than happy to discuss with 
him or her, and pass the baton.  One of you might consider that having got the           
Association’s presence accepted by the RBL on parade for the last 2 years, it might be 
worth continuing for others.  Over to you, Association members; is there any interest 
out there?  It has been an honour to do my bit, but it is now time for a change.  Or, you 
never know, I might just be there......... 
 
Mike Chapple 
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