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Chairmans Foreward 
 
Can it really be 6 months since I penned my first Chairman’s Foreward!  The highlight of the 
past few months was, undoubtedly, the Association’s visit to the Squadron in May.  You will 
find a report of the visit elsewhere in this edition but I would like to thank the Akrotiri Station 
Commander, Group Captain Snaith, for allowing the Association’s visit and Al Ross, the     
current OC, for finding the time to brief us on the Squadron’s current role and the future. 
 
On a more sombre note, you will all have heard of the passing of Mike Faulkner.  Mike served 
two tours on 84 Squadron, the second as the OC and, as you know, was the Association   
Chairman for 12 years.  You will read a fitting Obituary elsewhere in this edition, but I would 
like to add my own brief tribute to a thoroughly professional and warm individual who will be 
sorely missed by our Association, his friends and family.  My condolences to Liz and the    
family at this very sad time. 
 
In March, Dorothy and I visited East Boldre and had lunch with the Chairman of the East    
Boldre Village Hall Committee, Michael Husband and the Secretary, Steve Antczak and his 
wife Gina.  For those of you who attended the Centenary celebrations, you will remember that 
we held a service at the Parish of St Paul Church, East Boldre and then marched to the village 
hall which is the last surviving building of the WW1 airfield, RFC Beulieu, known locally as 
East Boldre Airfield; the birthplace of 84 Squadron.  Mike and his team briefed us on their  
ambitious plans to develop the Village Hall site into a local Community Hub retaining the   
fabric of the original building but adding areas to improve facilities for the benefit of the local 
community.  We wish them well with their plans for the future.  Whilst Beulieu Abbey may be 
the spiritual home of the Squadron with our 2 “retired” Standards laid up there, East Boldre 
Hall feels like the Squadron’s UK home base we never had with the Squadron Crest in pride of 
place above the stage within the Hall.  You can find more information about the Hall at http://
www.eastboldre.org/index.html  and Steve Antczak has written an article you will find later in 
this edition.   
 
In April, Dorothy and I took our oldest MG (a 1952 MG TD for those who might be            
interested!) to Normandy, France with a group of 30 other MG T types.  Having never visited 
the D Day beaches before it was a moving experience to walk on the beaches and visit the   
villages along the D Day coast.  It also brought home the reality of the largest seabourne      
invasion in history and the experience of our troops on that fateful day and those that followed 
in establishing a beach-head and port to supply the forces to liberate Europe.  The T Types also 
got a great reception where-ever we went, proudly flying our Union Flags.  That visit in April 
made the 75th Anniversary commemorations in June, on both sides of the Channel, all the more 
poignant for me.  I have to confess that watching the surviving UK veterans all laying their 
wreaths at the Commonwealth War Cemetery, Bayeux, and saluting their fallen comrades, 
brought a tear to my eye.  One newspaper had their headline right the next day – The Resilient 
Generation! 
 
Those of you who have read the minutes of the last AGM will recall that I undertook, on behalf 
of the Committee, to review how Association Funds should be contained to sensible limits  
rather than be allowed to continue to grow.  We have some ideas but, as I have said before, we 
don’t have a monopoly on good ideas so if you have any ideas please let me know using the 
contact details published in Scorpion News – email will always find me, where ever I am! 
 
I hope that as many of you as are able will attend the annual re-union in September and I look 
forward to meeting you again in the beautiful county of Shropshire. 
 

http://www.eastboldre.org/index.html
http://www.eastboldre.org/index.html


Scorpion News 

 

5 

 
 

Editorial 
 

Well, its that time of year again, when if you didn't look outside you would think you 
were still in Cyprus, because Keo and Filfar etc are now freely available in all          
supermarkets.. 
 
As most of you will be aware I spent a couple of weeks in hospital recently, as the old 
injuries occasionally jump up and bite me.  Well it has taken me quite a while to       
recover from that, mainly because of withdrawal problems from all the opiates I was 
prescribed.  I wouldn't wish those on anyone.  Anyway, last Saturday I decided that I 
would try and get this issue in some sort of order and insert a story from a very grateful 
lady (see pages 32  -  35). I was sitting here merrily typing away when Bang! An email 
headline pops up “Mike Faulkner” well I read the mail with a growing feeling of     
sadness, as the message had actually informed us that unfortunately Mike had passed 
away that very morning.  I never had the pleasure to serve under Mike, but from the 
short time Jill and I have known him, it was obvious that he was an absolute            
gentleman, he was kind to everyone and always had time to sit and have a natter.  
Mike, you will be sadly missed. 
 
If anyone has any suggestions for other items such as anecdotes about Sqn life, a blast 
from the past section, with members photos and a story behind picture, I nearly got 
caught etc etc.  Please send me your ideas.  I do try to get as many interesting articles 
as possible but it is always quite difficult and without your feedback I am not sure if I 
am on the right track or not. 
 
I don’t know how I managed to go to work all those years since leaving the RAF.  It 
appears that I don’t have time to do the things I used to do whilst still working.  My life 
is just non stop.  As most of you are aware I volunteered to be a First Responder for 
East Midlands Ambulance Service this involves quite a bit of ongoing training, I been 
dragged onto our Parish Council, I am Chairman of Celebrate Surfleet Group, Vice 
Chairman of the RBL and Poppy Organiser, I have also been away few times this year 
crewing for hot air balloon group.  Unfortunately I was in hospital when the flight I 
have been waiting for since last June eventually happened, this was The Lord Mayors 
Balloon Fiesta.  This is a flight from Battersea across the centre of London, the rules 
for this a quite strict as you only have a small altitude window for the flight, you have 
to clear the Shard at 1,000, feet yet stay below 1,500 feet so as not to get tangled up in 
the flight path to Heathrow and when the mornings are warm thermic activity is a  
problem as it just thrusts the balloons vertically upwards, consequently conditions have 
to be just spot on.  I have inserted a few of pictures on Page 9. 
 
Anyway, time I finished waffling now, I hope you all have a brilliant end to the      
summer and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the reunion in   
September.   If you haven't already booked I suggest you do so as soon as possible, if 
you not in it, you cant win it? 
 
Remember! I need your input to keep this historical magazine flourishing.  Send me the 
info, it can be submitted anonymously if you want. 
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Tales from the Officer’s Mess 
 
No one needs to be reminded that 84 Squadron was formed at East Boldre Airfield, 
known as RFC Beaulieu, on 7 January 1917.   Nine months after WW1 ended, the   
process of dismantling the airfield had begun.  On 24 August 1920, a three-day auction 
took place during which 144 airfield buildings and their entire contents, were sold on 
condition that they were dismantled and removed from the forest.  Only one building 
survived – the Officer’s Mess on East Camp which was given to the village of East 
Boldre in recognition of their support for the war effort.  Today, that building is East 
Boldre Village Hall and it was here, on 7 January 2018, past and present members of 
84 Squadron, and local dignitaries  gathered to celebrate 84’s centenary.  Mike Chapel 
wrote a report for this event which was published in the January 2017 (Issue 60) of 
Scorpion News. 
 
East Boldre Village Hall becomes a Community Hub 
 
With 84’s centenary event, 2017 started well for East Boldre but things soon went 
downhill.  The owner of our village shop and Post Office wants to retire but has been 
unable to sell his shop as a viable business.  A group of villagers started a ‘Save Our 
Shop’ campaign but, when it became clear that the shop was too expensive to buy and 
there were no alternative sites in the village, the campaign floundered.  At this point a 
villager named Guy McNair-Wilson approached us with a bold plan to redevelop the 
village hall to incorporate a community shop and Post Office with a cafe where local 
people can meet. 
 
During the 1960s, and again in the 1980s, flat-roof extensions were added to the hall, 
with little regard for the historic significance or the appearance of the building.  Guy 
suggested we demolish unsightly flat-roof extensions and the area they occupy be    
reallocated to a new building.  The ground floor of this building would be leased to the 
new community shop and cafe, generating a regular income for the hall.  The upper 
floor would be used for functions and exhibitions, and the old Officer's Mess will be 
restored to its former glory.  
 
To many people, this sounds like an impossible task – building a shop and community 
hub on Crown Land which is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and is in 
a conservation area within a national park. On top of that, we have the National Park 
Authority, Natural England, the Forestry Commission and the New Forest Verderers all 
standing in our way. Despite this, we decided to test the water by talking to the Forest-
ry Commission and submitting a planning pre-application, both of which came back 
looking very promising.  
To summarise our community hub project so far: 

We have successfully raised over £8,000, mainly from the community, to provide a 
fighting fund to get the project going and pay for environmental surveys, consultants 
and so on.  
 
We received positive feedback from the New Forest National Park Planning         
Department to our planning pre-application.  Some actions are required but nothing 
insurmountable. 
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Two draft designs for the new community hub.  Both have an ‘airfield theme’    
throughout.  The hangar shape has been voted the more popular design. 

 
Following our commissioning a full ecological survey and bat survey, and much to 
everyone’s surprise, we received the go-ahead from Natural England. 
 
We’ve had a positive response from the Forestry Commission and have built a good 
working relationship with them. 
 
Informal meetings have been held with the Verderers. 
 
Subject to a suitable design, all these agencies are happy for us to rebuild the village 
hall into a community hub. 
 
Most importantly, we have received strong support from the community. 
 

Since then, however, we have hit a stumbling block.  
In order to operate a shop within the community hub, the Forestry Commission must 
issue a licence as the hall is on Crown Land.  The Verderers, however, questioned the 
Forestry Commission’s authority to do so.  They are happy for us to build the         
community hub but they won’t allow a community shop to operate in the hall. 
Fortunately, we have other cards up our sleeves, one of which has caught the Verderers 
attention, so we are not dead in the water by a long chalk.  Hopefully, our next big 
event with 84 will be in the newly restored Officer’s Mess. Watch this space! 
 
A Natural Disaster  
On 29 December 2017, a mini-tornado tore through East Boldre causing a lot of     
damage to homes and businesses.  The village hall took quite a hit.  The roof of the 
football changing rooms was torn off and tossed over the top of the old Officer’s Mess, 
landing just a few feet shy of the road.  It took most of the felt from the rest of the flat 
roof extensions with it and the rain poured in for the next few days.  Fortunately, the 
original historic building was unscathed and the repairs, which have only just been 
completed some fifteen months later, were fully covered by our insurance policy. 
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Following the mini-tornado and the ‘Beast from the East’, 2018 was our annus        
horribilis.  The annual pantomime was postponed twice, eventually being presented 
some ten months late.  We did manage to get our regular exercise classes up and      
running in the main hall within a few weeks despite the noise of six industrial drying 
machines and a team of tradesmen putting things back together again. 
 
Looking back, the year ended well.  On the weekend of 10 and 11 November, we held 
an exhibition of our refurbished WW1 photographs and memorabilia, with              
contributions from the New Forest National Park Authority and the East Boldre Artists. 
Our photo collection has expanded somewhat, and our exhibition has been               
professionally printed onto Foamex boards which will last a lot longer than our        
previous paper and cardboard display. 

A Little More History  
Since our big event in 2015, we have uncovered the names of more airmen who died at 
East Boldre during training, bringing the total to at least 47.  As our research progress-
es, this number is bound to increase.  A local collector acquired an original auction  

catalogue for the closure and dismantlement of the airfield in 1920 and he allowed us 
to scan it and make digital copies and transcripts, so we have a much better picture of 
exactly what was here a century ago. 

 
 
 
The roof of the football changing rooms 
was torn off and tossed clear over the 
hall, landing over 50 metres away. 
 
Many properties in the village were 
damaged. 
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Recently, a family uncovered the diaries of their grandfather, Corporal Gordon Tucker 
RFC, complete with photographs, which will give us greater insights to life in East 
Boldre a hundred years ago.  We have also acquired copies of photographs taken by 
Flt. Sgt. Arthur Simmons during his time at East Boldre.  He was injured in a crash and 
spent some time in local hospitals where he took many more photos.  One photo shows 
the aftermath of his crash.  He described it as ‘the crash that saved my life’.  You can 
see the photos and read more on the New Forest National Park Knowledge website at 
https://nfknowledge.org/contributions/the-crash-that-saved-my-life/#map=10/-
1.48/50.81/0/22:0:0.6|37:1:1|38:1:1 
 
Our income has been greatly supplemented from sales of the book we wrote following 
our 2015 centenary event.  So far, we have sold about a thousand copies of   ‘From 
Forest Field to Western Front’ and we still have about 500 in stock which will give us a 
steady income for the next few years.  
 
For more details see http://www.eastboldre.org/books.html. 
 
Author: Stephen Antczak 

Major William Sholto Douglas, 1st Baron Douglas of Kirtleside, M.C , D.F.C. 
Commanding Officer of Number 84 Squadron R.A.F at Bertangles, France,  

Summer 1918. 

https://nfknowledge.org/contributions/the-crash-that-saved-my-life/#map=10/-1.48/50.81/0/22:0:0.6|37:1:1|38:1:1
https://nfknowledge.org/contributions/the-crash-that-saved-my-life/#map=10/-1.48/50.81/0/22:0:0.6|37:1:1|38:1:1
http://www.eastboldre.org/books.html
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So what will the political parties be having for  

breakfast this morning? 
 
  
BREXIT:-   Full English.  
LIB DEM:-  Full Continental  
GREENS:-  Panamanian spring melon with organic olive leaf and fresh mountain 
   spring water  
CONSERVATIVE:- Don't know because, although breakfast means breakfast, no-one 
   has delivered it yet  
LABOUR:-  Toast, no I mean bacon and eggs, or perhaps cornflakes. Perhaps we 
   should have voted. Or not.  
SNP:-   Porridge (thick, stodgy and boring)  
UKIP:-   Whatever is at the far right of the fridge  
CHANGE UK:-  Nothing. They forgot to arrange anything?  
 

Balloons at Battersea Park Prior to Take Off Floating Over London 

  A Few Special Shapes Very Sorry To Have Missed This 

 
GOD GRANT ME THE SENILITY TO FORGET THE PEOPLE I NEVER LIKED  
ANYWAY, 
THE GOOD FORTUNE TO RUN INTO THE ONES THAT I DO LIKE, 
AND THE EYESIGHT TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE. 
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We’re hugely proud of personnel from 84 Sqn who have received a Station         
Commander’s Commendation for their continued support to the Station, the 
wider Sovereign Base Area and the Republic of Cyprus During 2018.  The team 
responded to 24 emergency incidents including fire-fighting, multiple road traffic  
accidents, casualty evacuation, water sports rescues and searches for vulnerable        
individuals.  Of note, the Squadron has fought a record 14 wildfires across the Island, 
distributing over 400 tonnes of water in support of fire services.  During this type of 
operation, the aircraft and crews are worked to the absolute limit of performance,  
often in increasingly demanding circumstances. 
 
Well done lads!! 

Station Commander’s Commendation 

The Stn Cdr Gp Capt Chris Snaith was presenting the award to Sgt Dickie Myers 
(crewman), who was receiving it on behalf of everyone.  It was Dickie’s last day on 
the Sqn and in the RAF ....he was emigrating to Australia with his family the next 
day!...hence the Australian theme in the Scorpy! 
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84 Squadron Association 2019 Annual Reunion 
28th September 2019 

Albrighton Hall Hotel, Nr Shrewsbury 
 

The price for this year’s reunion is £75-00p per person, DB&B with a £10-00 single 
supplement.  The £2-00 increase from last year is less than the amount proposed by 
the hotel after protracted negotiations. 
 
The rooms for the dinner, AGM and memorabilia are complementary depending upon 
us achieving a minimum attendance of 70 for the Saturday evening. 
 
For the above reason and the fact that should you book by any other method it would 
not count towards the minimum attendance level of 70 we ask that everybody who 
wishes to attend does so by telephoning Caroline Buckley in the Events & Conference 
department of the hotel (01939 291718).  When booking please quote the discount 
code of “RAF 84”.  Caroline works from 9-30 to 14-30 on weekdays.   
 
You will need a debit / credit card to secure the booking.  Her email is 
events@mercureshrewsbury.co.uk for anybody who has queries or to specify any  
mobility or dietary requirements. 
 
Important: If you are attending on the Friday evening, when booking also reserve a 
dining time in the restaurant. 
 
The format for the weekend is as per usual: 
 
Friday – meet & greet. Upon arrival ask for a menu choice for the evening and once 
you are settled in provide reception with your selection. 
 
Saturday – AGM in the Lakeside Room at 16-00. In the evening the “banquet” is     
19-00 for 19-30 (dress jacket & tie). Upon arrival you will be ‘mugged’ for the raffle 
tickets. 
 
Sunday – breakfast followed by farewells. 
 
Once you have completed the above please let me know via the details at the front of 
the Scorpion News how many nights you are attending, the era you were on the 
squadron, the names of any guests for place card reasons (‘the Mrs’ won’t do) and 
also if you have booked a table for the Friday evening let me know the time and your 
dining companions. 
 
If you cannot attend and wish your name to be added to the apologies list, please let 
me, or the secretary, Brian Dixon, know. 
 
H&R, 
 
Derek Whittaker 

mailto:events@mercureshrewsbury.co.uk
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Membership / Treasurer Report 
 
When I took over as Treasurer and Membership Secretary, I thought “this is going to 
be easy” 
 
I wasn’t wrong – until the renewals time came around in April. Our previous     
Membership guru, Terry Butcher, had given me a very comprehensive database and I 
was able to work out that 28 renewals were due.   This was great as 25 of them had 
email addresses. 
 
So far so good. I prepared an email to go out to each one, personalised with their 
name - looks nicer that way I always think – and pressed the send button.   A few 
minutes later seven of them were returned as undeliverable.  (Not to be beaten, I sent 
out their renewals by post because we don’t want anyone to miss out on Association 
membership). 
 
The first renewal payment was in our new bank account at Lloyds within 90 minutes 
of sending the emails.  More followed over the next few days.   Then a couple of 
cheques arrived in the post. 
 
Sadly, my nearest branch of Lloyds isn’t close by any more but – rather spookily – 
an email arrived that day from the bank telling me about a new service where I could 
use my mobile phone to send in cheques.  Just download this app they said and    
everything would work.  So I did and they were right.  I photographed the two 
cheques with my phone and next thing I knew, the money was in the account.  Now 
that’s progress for you.  I still have the cheques in my files but they are just bits of 
paper now.  
 
The moral of the story though is that it’s important that you keep us updated if you 
change your email address.  It’s also important that you inform me if you change 
your home address or phone number too or you could be in danger of falling off our 
radar and I might never find you again. 
 
Thanks to everyone who paid up quickly. Unfortunately, I am still awaiting funds 
from a very small number of members so if you are reading this and haven’t sent in 
your hard-earned, please do it soon. 
 
Brian D 
A woman finds Aladdin's magic lamp. 
She starts rubbing it and a Genie comes out as usual. 
The woman looks at the Genie and asks him to grant her the following wishes: 
I want my husband to have eyes only for me 
I want to be the only one in his life  
I want that when he gets up in the morning  
I'm the first thing he grabs and takes me everywhere he goes."  
The Genie turned THE LADY into a SAMSUNG GALAXY S5. 
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GEORGE LEONARD MONEY (30/06/1921 to 5/09/2012) had the kind of war that 
would make most Hollywood screenwriters drool.  It includes an arrival in the Far 
East which came about through an act of gallantry worthy of any screen hero. 
 
'I became friends with a chap when I was serving with 24 Squadron in Hendon,' he 
said.  'He got married and had a young child. His wife was expecting their second, so 
I decided to do the right thing and volunteered to take his place when he was posted 
overseas.'  After narrowly avoiding being captured by the Germans in Greece, George 
found himself in Java on the eve of the Japanese invasion.  But unlike Robert Guy, 
who was elsewhere on the island at the time, George, of Woodcroft in Harlow, had an 
escape route ? although 'escape route' has to be seen in a wartime context. 
 
George and the other members of 84 squadron had heard about the Japanese treatment 
of prisoners of war and were determined not to surrender while there was an           
alternative.  So they set out from Java in two lifeboats and a motor-launch heading for 
Australia.  'We hadn't been out more than a couple of hours when the engine on the 
motor boat packed up.  Our commanding officer decided there was no chance of 50 of 
us in two ship's lifeboats getting to Australia, so we landed on an island and held a 
conference.  'He said he was willing, with 11 others, to take one lifeboat and try and 
make it to Australia.  We gave the boat crew two thirds of the provisions on the basis 
that they would need it more than us.  'We agreed we would stay on or near the beach 
for two months, and our commanding officer said if they made it to Australia he 
would do his best to convince the authorities they should come and rescue us.' 
 
During a survey of the island, the men discovered the Japanese had established a   
garrison at the western end.  They returned to the beach and laid low, living off      
rations and whatever else they could find.  George said: 'After seven weeks we were 
so hungry and so ill that we had no choice but to surrender.' 
 
What followed the surrender sits uncomfortably with the adventure that preceded it, 
and has left George with bitter memories.  'The Japanese had no idea that we were on 
the island which might explain their treatment of us during that first 48 hours. Their 
initial astonishment quickly gave way to frustration and anger.  'For those first two 
days we were locked in a hut and given nothing to eat.  Every now and again one of 
them would come in and vent his frustration on us.  'The irony is that after 47 days at 
sea the commanding officer and other members made it to Australia and managed to 
convince the authorities to come and get us.  'They diverted an American submarine, 
the Sturgeon, back to the cove where we had left each other. They went on to the 
beach five days after we had given ourselves up, but we only found that out after we 
were released. 
 
'We spent our three-and-a-half years in captivity wondering if they had made it.'     
After a spell in Changhi jail in Singapore, George was forced to work on the infamous 
Burma railway and was one of the men who built the bridge over the River Kwai.  Of 
the 1,200 who left the jail with George only 720 were to return.  Those left behind 
died from ill-treatment, neglect and malnutrition ? George can remember prisoners 
swapping their meagre ration of watery rice for a cigarette, and deriving more in the 
way of sustenance from the latter. 



Scorpion News 

 

15 

Dad (George Money) and Bill Beere.  
On board 1941 

Dad’s RAF Service and Release 
Book. He served from 28/3/1940 - 

Written on back: Jack ?, Bill Beere and Dad. Greece (Menedi) Feb 1941  
(Dad on the left) 
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George Money On The Left Of Picture 
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These Images Are In Memory 
Of The Members Of 84 
Squadron Who Were  

FEPOW’s  
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George was secretary of the West Essex and South Herts Far East Prisoner of War 
(1941-1945) Association, which is still campaigning for a meaningful apology and 
compensation from the Japanese government for wartime atrocities.  'I will never    
forgive the Japanese for the way they treated us, and I will never forgive successive 
British governments.  After the war the sufferings that we endured seemed secondary 
to political considerations.  'What the Japanese did was glossed over because of      
politics, and that's as true today as it was 50 years ago.  'My feeling is that if the      
Japanese ever agreed to pay us compensation it would be an admission that what we 
have said about the way we were treated was the truth, I think that even today the    
average Japanese citizen is not aware of what went on during the war.  'To their own 
people they are still making out that it was the allies who were the aggressors.' 
 
'There's a bitterness within me that will never, never go away. I'm sure there are      
Japanese still alive today who didn't hesitate to hit us with a rifle butt or kick us where 
it hurts and I'm sure they don't feel in the least bit guilty about it.  'Several parties of ex
-POWs have visited Japan but I never will, I don't want to see another Japanese person 
as long as I live.  'What they did to me was unforgivable.  There was no humanity 
about their treatment of us at all.  There may have been moments when one guard or a 
soldier showed some kindness towards us, but that was one in ten thousand.' 
 
When George heard that the Queen was to meet the Japanese emperor Akihito, he 
showed his anger by returning his campaign medals to the Ministry of Defence.  'I sent 
them back as a measure of my protest because when I wrote to Her Majesty to protest 
about the arrangements being made for Akihito's visit, the reply I got from Her      
Majesty's private secretary was that the Government had arranged it, which proves my 
point, politics is being put first, ahead of everything else.' 
 
George saves his anger for the British and Japanese governments and bears no ill-will 
towards fellow POWs like Robert Guy who have made their peace.  George has known 
Robert for 18 years.  'We are always civil to each other.  On the issue of forgiveness 
we agree to dis-agree, we can do that.  'Everyone is entitled to think as they think and 
you have to treat other people's views with respect. 
 
'In many ways, that's what the war was all about, wasn't it?' 
 
Note from Pam 
 
I don't think anyone can imagine how badly the POWs were treated. 
 
On top of everything else, Dad returned home not knowing if his parents were still 
alive and they hadn't heard from him for 3 1/2 years, so did not know he was alive 
until they got a 'safe in Singapore' telegram after VJ Day. He returned home  
weighing 5 stone but remarkably unscathed - except for the memories. Terrible 
times. 
 
I am a very proud member of Children of Far East Prisoners of War (COFEPOW) 
and take part in the Remembrance Day Parade at Whitehall every year, in honour of 
Dad and all his fellow prisoners. 
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Ken served in the RAF for 
umpteen years and retired 
as a Group Captain.  He 
commanded the squadron 
in 1962 during its time at 
Khormaksar  in what was 
then Aden.  I was pleased 
to see that he was smartly 
turned out for his birthday 
wearing an association tie! 
 

Hoot and Roar Boys! 
 
 
 

My mate has just hired 
an Eastern European 
cleaner!  It took her 5 
hours to vacuum the 

house. 
 

Turns out she was a  
Slovak. 
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News release; YHPG / Westland Whirlwind Mk10 XP345. 
  
A few years ago The Yorkshire Helicopter Preservation Group rescued from a 
scrapyard the corroded and damaged remains of a sand filter nose door designed to 
be fitted to the Mk10 variant of the Whirlwind helicopter for operations in hot and 
dusty conditions.  Whilst in use it did have a detrimental effect on the power output 
of the Gnome turbine engine but did reduce the abrasive effect of the dust and grit 
ingested through the turbine blades.  
  
As this unit has now been restored to display standards by the group (with replace-
ment filter elements supplied by ‘Volkes Air’ of Burnley) we decided to fit it to our 
ex 84 Sqn Whirlwind XP345 at our home at the South Yorkshire Aircraft Museum, 
Doncaster for the rest of 2019.  In early 2020 ‘345 will revert to its standard nose 
door with UN markings as worn during its service with 84 Sqn in Cyprus.  We     
arrived at a six month window for the unit to be fitted in order to give our visitors 
(particularly the historians and photographers out there) a chance to record this unit 
fitted as we believe it to be the only complete one to exist (we would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who knows this to be Incorrect).  
  
 Mike Fitch. Technical Coordinator. YHPG.  
   

NOSE JOB! 
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Latest addition to the collection at YHPG, Sycamore now in the hangar with 
blades fitted.  I think she looks good? 
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Career Selection Process 
 
So there I was, still a young man and decide to join the Army. I just did not know what 
job role I could carry out.  
 
I attended the Armed Forces Selection Centre, I was able to spell my name and this  
immediately exempted me from the Royal Pioneer Corps. 
 
I had also washed shaved and could speak a known language, so Infantry Units were 
ruled out. 
 
I explained to the Interviewer that I could mend a puncture on a bicycle, which made 
me overqualified for the Royal Electrical & Mechanical Engineers. 
 
I had no desire to jump out of a perfectly good aircraft so the Parachute Regiment was 
out too. 
 
I knew the name of my father, so the Royal Military Police were also out of the     
question. 
 
I had turned up with the right kit at the right place at the right time which meant the 
Royal Corps of Transport was pointless. 
 
I disliked the thought of sitting in a metal box with four or more smelly men, playing 
cards all day, so this ruled me out of the Tankies. 
 
He asked me if I liked girls and I said I did.  He then struck me off the Army Air 
Corps.   
 
I could count to more than five, so no Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 
 
Then I explained I could boil an egg without burning the water and I liked lots and lots 
of beer to drink. So with a sigh, he duly opened his top drawer and took out a large 
golden envelope. 
 
It was marked "For Issue To The Most Magnificent Bastards Only" and he reverently 
handed it over to me. 
 
Inside it was a map, with directions to the RAF careers office.....Nuff Said! 
 

Hope Springs Eternal 
 
A lad comes home from school and excitedly tells his dad that he had got a part in the 
school play and was playing a man who had been married for 25 years.   
 
The dad says never mind son, maybe next year you get a speaking part! 
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Our Extended Family in Cyprus!  
 

Quite some years ago, having accompanied my parents, Doris & Arthur Gill, to several 
Association reunions (at which I had the unquestionable delight and amusement of   
being invited to be Reg Wargent’s annual “Glamorous Assistant” during the raffle & 
draw!) I felt very honoured to be invited to become an Associate Member.  But it was 
with a little trepidation that I accepted as Dad was already a very ‘ripe’ age and Mum 
and I thought we probably wouldn’t feel emotionally strong enough to continue to go 
to the reunions if Dad was no longer with us.  84 Squadron Association had been his 
‘baby’ since way before I was born (he, having been OC of the squadron in WW2) and 
most of you will recall having been individually welcomed and introduced to the      
Association ‘clan’ by Dad when you attended your very first reunion... it was very 
much his ‘thing’ to ensure every single newbie soon realised what a very friendly     
Association it is. 
 
Dad died in March 2016, just 6 days after his 100th birthday but, despite our earlier 
fears, when that September’s reunion reminders were announced, Mum and I were 
pleasantly surprised to find that, after all, we did actually absolutely definitely want to 
attend (I think a little voice from the skies must have been saying “But of course you 
must carry on where I left off!).  We were delighted to find Brendon Cotterill voted in 
by the Committee to fill Dad’s shoes as Association President.  Many of you may also 
recall Mum wielding the sword a little too closely for Brendon’s comfort whilst, a little 
too ceremoniously, cutting the cake to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the      
Squadron! 
 
Sadly, Mum joined Dad in May last year so attending the 2018 annual reunion was 
emotional - the absence of my parents was very apparent to many of us there, but that 
unfaltering 84 Squadron ‘one big family’ ethos shone through as always and I knew I 
was among very special people and, of course, plenty of fun was still enjoyed too .... 
along with talk of the forthcoming Reunion in May 2019 in Cyprus... and right there 
was that little voice from the skies again ... “Oh ok Dad, I’ll go, but only because you 
insist!” ... well, actually, I was probably one of the first to put my name of the list of 
very excited wannabe attendees!  
 
Landing in Larnaca on the hot tarmac a few weeks ago with my 24 year old daughter 
Robyn and instantly smelling the Mediterranean warmth, I felt great empathy for those 
members who had wanted to join us but, sadly, hadn’t been able to.  But a sizeable 
crowd of clearly very excited members formed at the prearranged pick up point in    
Limassol the following morning for our bus ride to Akrotiri and I, personally, felt like a 
piece of ‘popping candy’ ... I was going to see my Dad’s beloved squadron for the first 
time ever ... my excitement levels were off the scale!  
 
Once through security and on base, we were escorted to a welcome briefing and an  
impressively knowledgeable and informative talk on the military situations in Cyprus 
and it’s neighbouring countries - extremely eye-opening to say the least. The remainder 
of the day comprised a visit to the chapel and museum; lunch in the Officers Mess; 
soaking up the sunshine while relaxing at the Snug (bar and beach); a tour of 84  
Squadron and their facilities on base  
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(with a stop at their shop for supplies of Keo Brandy!); afternoon tea; a very            
enlightening talk from OC Al Ross in which he described 84’s current SAR and Fire 
Fighting remit throughout Cyprus and then gave us the news we’d all been anxiously 
awaiting ... information on the future of the squadron ... and it couldn’t have been   
better!  Having been working on extending the squadron’s capabilities and workload, 
Al had also been working hard on the ‘powers that be’ to convince them of the need 
for the squadron’s continuation and had just received news that the contract is         
definitely to be continued and is confident of at least another 10 years.  Those of you 
who know of my father’s struggle and success in not accepting the demise of the 
squadron in WW2 and, instead, getting the squadron re-equipped to continue fighting 
the war in the Far East, will realise Al’s success is a similar repeat of history, so a   
GIANT “Hoot & Roar” to him on behalf of the Association ... we live to fight       
another day!  Needless to say everyone’s spirits were thus extremely high as we 
crossed the tarmac for a group photograph beside an 84 helicopter and celebratory 
drinks in the Scorpy Inn, by kind courtesy of the Squadron staff.  My adrenaline 
peaked as we waved at the Typhoon pilots taking off into a glorious Cypriot sunset.  

Loving Husband 
 
Dai had two of the best tickets for the Wales v England 6 Nations decider at the Millennium Stadium. 
As he sits down, another man comes along and asks if anyone is sitting in the seat next to him.  
"No", he says, "the seat is empty."  
"This is incredible!" said the man, "who in their right mind would have a seat for this game, the      
biggest sporting event of the year, and not use it?"  
Dai says, "Well, actually, the seat belongs to me. My wife was supposed to come with me, but she 
passed away.  This is the first game we haven't been to together since we got married."  
"Oh... I'm sorry to hear that.  That's terrible. I guess you couldn't find someone else, a friend or relative 
or even a neighbour to take the seat?"  
Dai shakes his head...  
 
..."No. They're all at the funeral." 
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Jane and Robyn with Dad/Grandad looking 

The day concluded with a feast at 
the infamous Chris Kebab and (for 
two dirty stop outs) several hours 
of dancing and singing in the     
Akrotiri Arms accompanied by a 
few of the true gentlemen who are 
our squadron’s current ‘boys in 
blue’ ... for me a 100% perfect day, 
all was such a great privilege and 
I’m delighted to say 84 is, without 
doubt, in the exceptional hands of a 
really great group of very           
experienced men  ... long may it 
continue.  
 
The remainder of our 10 days was 
enjoyed exploring various parts of 
the island at the very kind           
invitations of several Association 
members.  Robyn and I truly could 
not have been made to feel more 
welcome and part of the Squadron 
‘family’ and we’d go back in a 
heartbeat! A HUGE “Thank you” 
to everyone who made us so      
tremendously   welcome.   
  

      Some of the Crew at Chris Kebab 
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Jane Savouring the view from the Right hand Seat? 

Remembrance Parade at the Cenotaph 2019 
 
Unfortunately the association will not be represented at this years Remembrance     
Parade due to insufficient numbers applying before the R.B.L. deadline.  It is a great 
pity because it is certainly something to be proud of taking part in this historic parade.  
Hopefully next year 2020 we will be able to muster a decent contingent to march.  If 
you can all have a think about this until the January edition I am sure we will be     
asking for volunteers.  Alternatively if you already think that you might like to take 
part next year, just drop me an email and I will forward on to the association parade 
organiser.. 
 
Thank you 
 
Trevor  
 

 
I’ve been charged with murder for killing a man with sandpaper!   

 
To be honest I only meant to rough him up a bit 
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Below is a photograph of the Decanter presented  
to the Squadron by the association in commemoration of the 

visit in May 2019 
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OBITUARIES 

 

Squadron Leader Michael Faulkner 
1980  -  1983 ‘B’ Flt Nicosia.  1991  -  1994 O.C. Akrotiri 

 

Mike was born 28th June 1949 and grew up near Loughborough.  His father was a 
school teacher.  He joined the RAF in September 1972 and was commissioned as an 
Air Traffic Control officer.  He completed two tours in the tower including RAF        
Germany before transferring his skills and becoming a helicopter pilot 
 

After graduating from RAF Shawbury he was posted to 84 Squadron, B Flight at 
RAF Nicosia working with UNFICYP (1980-83). On completion of his tour he     
underwent Search And Rescue conversion at RAF Valley and became Flight      
Commander of 22 Squadron, RAF Manston.  From there he returned to SARTU at 
Valley as OC. 
 

In 1991 he was appointed as OC 84 Squadron, which converted from Whirlwind to 
Wessex and with its extra range the whole squadron was then based at RAF Akrotiri. 
During this tour Mike’s heart problems began to surface and this eventually led to 
him leaving the RAF.  He went on to become a lecturer in the ground school at RAF 
Linton-on-Ouse before retiring to Anglesey.  He was also a folk singer/guitarist and 
when he retired Liz and him rented a Narrow boat and set ‘sail’ for three months to  
discover Britain’s inland water ways.  Later on they bought a sailing boat which was 
moored at Holyhead.  He took over as Chairman of the Association in 1996 when 
Arthur Gill became President.  He held the post for 12 years and then became Mike 
Chapple’s Deputy Chairman. 
 

Mike and Liz married in 1971 and had three sons, Paul, James &  Chris.  Tragically 
James was killed in a hit and run accident.  Paul lives in Cornwall and has a      
daughter.  Chris lives in York and has three daughters. 
 

Personal Tributes 
 

I attended my first reunion in 1996 at Telford, Mike, had just taken over as Chairman at that 
time, and took Christiane and I in hand with places on his table for the banquet.  Over the 
course of the meal I formed the impression that I was meeting a thoroughly nice person.  
Over the following years when I eventually became Secretary / Treasurer for the Association 
I formed a closer relationship with Mike which served to reinforce my initial impression that 
I was lucky to know a thoroughly nice guy. News of his passing saddened me greatly and I 
shall miss him.  My and Christian's thoughts are with Liz and her family at this difficult time. 
Brendan C 
 

Mike was held in high esteem by all of his colleagues and especially the groundcrew.  
I didn’t serve with Mike but have been told repeatedly by those that did that he was a 
great boss to work for.  During his time as Association Chairman whenever I was 
faced with a quandary I always found Mike to be a very approachable ‘sounding 
board’ who always seemed to know a down-to-earth, wise solution to any problem.  I 
also became aware that at our reunions and on our Squadron visits to  Cyprus he   
always had time for everybody, of all eras.  Added to this Mike was  always ready to 
have a damned good “Hoot & Roar”  
Derek  W 
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To every one of us Mike wasn't just an OC 84 and a longstanding Association      
Chairman, whom we knew to have been extremely dedicated in both roles, he was also 
a highly valued friend; one who was immensely personable and kind.  I have no doubt 
that the hearts of everyone who met Mike will have been very touched by his         
wonderful character.  Mike was known to all as a gentle man and a gentleman.  He  
always made time to listen, quietly considered other people’s opinions and gave a   
sensitive, wise and fair response ... very often with a good dose of humour thrown 
in!  His truly outstanding qualities earned him huge respect and he will be very sadly 
missed by every member of this association.                                                         
Jane Lisle 
 
I knew Mike primarily after I took over as Chairman from him in 2008.  He stayed on 
as my deputy for 7 years, and was invaluable to me in my formative years, with quiet 
yet authoritative advice!                                                                                    
Mike Chapple 

            Mike’s Graduation Photograph  
                         RAF Shawbury 
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Brian Steed 
 
Brian joined the RAF in 1958 as an apprentice Airframe Fitter and on completion of 
training at Halton went to 22 Sqn on Whirlwinds.  In 1965 he moved on to Beverley’s 
and Belfast’s before joining 84 Sqn at Nicosia in 1972 as a C/T on Whirlwinds.  In 
1975 it was back to the larger aircraft, this time VC10’s and Nimrods.  
  
After leaving the RAF, he worked with Hunting Aviation and Lockheed Martin before 
retiring.  During his retirement he helped restore the wreck of De-Haviland Dragon 
Rapide G-AHAG to flying condition. 
 
Brian sadly passed away in Swindon hospital on 10th May 2019.  Our condolences to 
his wife Gill and their family. 

Very brief word about Mike’s funeral Friday August 2nd 2019.  It was a very warm 
day and the funeral service was attended by getting on towards 200 people, this      
included quite a large contingent from the Association.  It was a very moving service 
at St Mary’s church.  Afterwards the wake was held at the “Valley Hotel”, a very 
large buffet was provided and we were even treated to a flypast by SARTU in honour 
of Mike.   
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Whilst lying in hospital, I picked up on a message on Facebook that someone was    
trying to find out about any way a possible visit to RAF Akrotiri could be arranged.  
Me being me sent a message to this person to find out more.  Well the answer came 
back and I immediately contacted current OC 84 Al Ross, he came back to me almost 
straight away, and what follows is the result of my interference.   
Many thanks all at the sharp end. 
 

My Visit To RAF Akrotiri and 84 Squadron 
 
I would like to share my very happy and emotional visit experience to RAF Akrotiri 
and 84 Squadron on 17th July. 
 
My husband was stationed at RAF Akrotiri as the Junior Engineering Officer for 84 
Squadron from 1987-1991.  It was a job that he really loved, he loved ‘his helicopters’ 
and we as a family made so many happy memories there.  
 
We moved to Cyprus with 2 boys and returned home with 4 boys.  The 2 youngest 
were born at TPMH, and for me, the best hospital I have been to for delivery of my  
babies. The midwives, consultants gave us excellent care.                       . 
 
George was also OIC Sub Aqua club and this was the centre of our social life.  We 
spent many a day and weekend down there and I, the diving widow and family,        
followed him everywhere for his dives.  
 
Sadly George could not visit as he is now in a retired forces home, which is run by The 
British Legion.  He has Parkinson’s Disease. This is why it was such an emotional visit 
for me.  
 
The tour which Warrant Officer Neil Horan gave us was excellent.  My boys didn’t 
expect to enjoy it so much.  Also, the visit to 84 Squadron, escorted by Flt Lt John 
Rowe, we were made to feel so welcome and my grandchildren loved the  interaction 
with you all.  
 
It was a complete surprise to be given a limited edition amazing print of the           
Wessex.  George will be absolutely thrilled with it. 
 
We visited the house at 21 Worral Avenue and chatted with the pilot of 84 Squadron, 
who was just moving in. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who helped to make this visit ‘happen’ for me and my 
family. I feel so privileged.  
 
Hope you all like my photos  
 
Best Wishes 
 
Linda Smith  
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Here with Linda are her 4 sons, Jamie, Tim, Jonathan and      
Adam, with their partners, wives and our grandchildren. 
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Keo is still the King Linda? 



Scorpion News 

 

35 

 
 

     Flawless Male Logic At It’s Best  
 
Woman:  Do you drink beer? 
Man: Yes 
Woman:  How many beers a day? 
Man:  Usually about 3 
Woman:  How much do you pay per beer? 
Man: £3  
Woman:  And how long have you been drinking? 
Man:  About 30 years, I suppose 
Woman:  So a beer costs £3 and you have 3 beers a day which puts your spending each month at £270.  
In one year, it would be approximately £3,240 correct? 
Man:  Correct 
Woman:  If in 1 year you spend £3,240 not accounting for inflation, the past 30 years puts your spending at 
£97,200 correct? 
Man:  Correct 
Woman:  Do you know that if you didn't drink so much beer, that money could have been put in a step-up  
interest savings account and after accounting for compound interest for the past 30 years, you could have 
now bought a Ferrari? 
Man:  Do you drink beer? 
Woman:  No 
Man:  Where's your bloody Ferrari then?  
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That’s What They Looked Like? 
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