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Chairman’s Foreword 
 

I find it hard to believe that this is the third foreword I have written for Scorpion News since 
being elected Chairman.  Where does the time go!!  As I write this in December, Dorothy and I 
have recently returned to the UK to celebrate Christmas and the New Year with family and 
friends.  We are finding it hard to adjust to the cold, wind and rain but we know that time with 
our Grand Kids will make it all worthwhile! 
 

Looking back at the last six months, we have lost a number of our members to that great      
Association in the Sky but the highlight was, once again, our Re-union weekend in September.  
We were delighted to have the current OC84, Al Ross, in attendance with one of his rear crew, 
David Wray.  Derek did his usual sterling job and the hotel at Albrighton Hall continue to give 
us a very personal service – long may that continue. 
 

I watched the Festival of Remembrance at the Albert Hall and Service of Remembrance at the 
Cenotaph from Arizona both organised, of course, by the Royal British Legion.  For all the 
BBC’s faults, they do a great job covering these two events.  In the USA, November 11th is 
Veterans Day and is marked by parades in many US cities.  Confusingly, at least to me, is the 
fact that this day is for active veterans, as our US friends refer to retired servicemen and    
women, whereas their act of Remembrance is marked on Memorial Day on the last Monday of 
May.   
 

The Tucson Veterans Day parade was organised by Post 7 of the American Legion named after 
Lieutenant Morgan McDermott.  He was an engineer Company Commander who was severely 
injured whilst he was attending to a wounded man during an attack, in October 1918, on     
Bois-des-Rappes.  This attack was part of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive memorable for being 
the biggest operation and victory of the American Expeditionary Force in World War I. Lt 
McDermott died of his injuries and was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross. 
 

The Tucson parade was quite a contrast to the one I had watched on TV from London.  At   
exactly 11:00 am a flypast of F16s marked the beginning of the parade which was quickly   
followed by contingents of American Legion members who drove past the saluting Dias riding 
their Harley Davidsons!!  Now there’s an idea for the Royal British Legion - but perhaps not.  
One contingent had a placard which resonated with me.   It read; 
“All gave Some, Some gave All” 
 

The question of the Association’s attendance at the Service of Remembrance at the Cenotaph 
arose at the AGM.  If you would like to attend as part of the Association’s contingent would 
you please send me an email and we will see if we get enough support to meet the Royal    
British Legion’s criteria.  
 

Very recently, the Committee were approached by an Author of early Military aviation books, 
Stephen Johnson, who has become aware of an abandoned RAF cemetery at Hinaidi, Iraq. 
Royal Air Force Hinaidi was an RAF station near Baghdad and was operational from 1922  
until 1938.  Five of the men buried at Hinaidi are 84 Squadron personnel and I will be joining 
with other Squadron Associations to lobby the MOD and Commonwealth War Graves      
Commission to secure and restore the graves and Cemetery.  I will keep you posted on how 
that situation progresses. 
 

Next year will mark the 30th anniversary of the formation of the Association and it would be 
fitting if we could make the next reunion even more special to mark that anniversary.  As I 
have said before, your committee do not have a monopoly on good ideas so if you have any 
suggestions to celebrate our anniversary, please let us know. 
 

I do hope you have enjoyed the Holiday festivities and my very best wishes for 2020.  



Scorpion News 

 

5 

 

Editorial 
 

Happy New Year to one and all.  I hope you all had a very good Christmas and New 
Year and, of course no one would have over indulged.  I actually was a very good lad 
over the holidays, I even went on LIVES duty on Christmas day.  Now that we don’t 
have any children at home it just seemed the right thing to do.  Actually I have had a 
few interesting calls recently, the day before Christmas Eve I was called to an          
unconscious male at a slaughter house.  Turned out to be an epileptic worker who    
didn't speak a word of English so it made an interesting afternoon. Turned out alright in 
the end.  I have spent this afternoon studying and completing a course on dementia, 
who would have thought that I would be doing things like that? Sometime I cant      
remember my name let alone others.  However, it may be of benefit to someone one 
day. 
 
Another interesting thing today was I had a visit from Bat Man and Wife.  The day  
before yesterday (New Years Day) I was removing an old mirror (reflected a fountain) 
from the side of my garage and what did I find beneath it? Two Pipistrelle bats.  So I 
contacted the bats conservation people, I had to put the bats in a box with a cloth and 
some water (wearing gloves of course) and take to our local bat people.  Bat woman 
has weighed them and warmed them up and came back here to release them.  One flew 
off like a mad thing, the other said bugger this it’s too cold and went back into the box, 
so he was taken back to spend the winter in the warm, she says she will be back when 
the weather improves to release him.  Quite interesting really, have to make some bat 
boxes now. 
 
So lets get down to the Nitty Gritty, 2020 is the 30th Anniversary of the great 84   
Squadron Association.  Please try and make arrangements to attend this years reunion 
if at all possible, you may even enjoy the experience, lots of food and drink.  All details 
are shown on page 28.  Be there or be Square! 
 
I am as usual asking for submissions to include in the next edition of this unique     
publication. It doesn't matter whether it makes us laugh or cry, just send me something. 
I have, as normal included a couple of pages to make you chuckle, so lets just hope 
they are all P.C.? 
 
Recently, I have been feeling extremely sorry for the people and animals in Australia, 
way back in 1985 I spent a few months working out of RAAF Amberley near Brisbane.   
I visited many of the places that are currently suffering with the bush fires, it makes me 
feel like offering to go and help, but how much good a knackered old git would be is 
debateable.  So, I will just stay here and pray for them all. 
 
Anyway, I have nearly filled a page with my inane ramblings, so it shouldn't be many 
more days before we are off to the printers.  If we are lucky this year we may be able to 
see some of you on our travels in the motor home.  So lets hope eh?  Must go and get 
sorted now as I’m supposed to be going to Newbury in the morning for the first Hot 
Air Balloon meet of the year called Icicle, so lets hope for some favourable weather 
instead of the non stop rain. 
 
All the best, Trevor 
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84 Squadron Association 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

28th September 2019, Albrighton Hall Hotel, Shrewsbury 
 
The meeting was opened at 16:00 by the Chairman, Paul Critchley.  He welcomed 
everyone and invited new members attending for the first time to introduce         
themselves.  Bill Glanville, Nev Graham and Rod Sladek were welcomed by those 
present. 
 
Apologies: Were received from: Graham Goosey, Jane Lisle, John Hammond, Vic 
Campden, Rosemary Biddescombe, David Wilkinson, Dave Heslam-Eley, Ian Wood-
ford, Paul Lees, Roger Strike, Keith Edwards, Eileen Small, Tony & Lynda Wright, 
Bob King, Peter Barnard, Terry Butcher, Guy Hallam, Mike Wilson, Ken Park and 
Mike Leaming. 
 
The minutes of the previous AGM were voted on as being an accurate recording of 
the proceedings. 
 
Matters Arising:  There were no matters arising from the previous Minutes, as     
Association Funding was being dealt with as a separate Agenda item. 
 
Treasurer/Membership Secretary’s Report:  The Treasurer’s accounts are         
attached separately.  The Treasurer/Membership Secretary, Brian Dixon, reported 
that the accounts were very healthy, with a closing balance of £5431.30 for the year 
to 31st March 2019.  On the membership side, the Association has 120 paid up full 
members.  Brian then handed out the information sheets to those present, asking that 
they be filled out with as much information as the individual wanted to be used when 
writing their obituary in Scorpion News. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The Secretary, Kev Graham, had nothing to report. 
 
Reunion Secretary’s Report – The Reunion Secretary, Derek Whittaker, reported 
that around 28 members had visited Cyprus earlier in the year and had enjoyed a very 
relaxed visit to the Squadron.  He stated that, as the Sqn had paid for the coaches to 
and from the hotels, and had paid for lunch in the Officer’s Mess, the Association 
hosted the Sqn at a meal at Chris Kebab.  This was paid for out of the £1000 set aside 
to pay for coach travel and gifts for the Squadron.   
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Around £460.00 was used.  Derek then told members that he had provisionally booked 
the hotel for the same weekend in 2020, subject to the weekend going well.  He stated 
that there were only 63 people attending the reunion this year. Our reduced rate con-
tract with the hotel depended on us having at least 75 people   attending.  Therefore, 
members were encouraged to recruit as many people as possible to become members 
and attend the reunion in the future.  He stated that there would be 3 bottles of wine 
supplied to each table at tonight’s dinner. 
 
Newsletter Editor’s Report:  The Newsletter Editor, Trever Wright, reiterated his 
call for information/articles for inclusion in the Scorpion News.  He did point out, 
however, that articles and jokes must be ‘politically correct’.  Trevor apologised for 
the late publication of the latest issue of Scorpion News, this was down to a lack of 
information available to write a fitting tribute to Mike Faulkner. 
 
Archivist’s Report:  The Archivist, Chaz Scowen, advised us that towards the end of 
this year 84 Squadron will have been operational for 100 years.  He, also, told us that 
he still has some copies of the Centenary Prints available for £5.00 per print and he 
has some copies of a book called Royal Air Force Rotorcraft History available for 
sale, also at £5.00.  Chaz informed the members that he had acquired a medal group 
belonging to Aircraftman 2nd Class Bernard Cahill, who joined the Royal Flying Corps 
in January 1917.  He joined 84 Squadron in September 1917 which, potentially, makes 
him a founder-member of 84 Squadron.  Chaz has had the medals professionally 
mounted, with a short history of Bernard Cahill included at the bottom of the frame. 
These medals will be on display, along with many other interesting items, in the  
memorabilia room throughout the reunion weekend. 
 
Association Funds:  Paul Critchley then explained to the members that the committee 
had been discussing the distribution of the Association funds.  He explained that the 
committee had decided on a reserve of £3000.  The surplus funds would then be used 
for the benefit of the members attending future reunions.  The cost of a single supple-
ment would be offset, wine would continue to be supplied on each table for the       
reunion dinner and that Chaz should have a working budget of £1000 to purchase 
items for the archive.  It was proposed that the Association Committee take over the 
selling of regalia, with an approach being made to Dave Mabon to buy his existing 
stock.  It was, also, suggested that the Association tie in with the Squadron for regalia 
items. 2020 is the 30th Anniversary of the formation of the Association.  It was       
proposed that funds be allocated to making next years’ reunion a special commemora-
tion event.  Paul asked the members present to think of ways to mark the event.  The 
AGM endorsed the plans for Association Funds unanimously. 
 
Name Badges:  Derek Whittaker proposed that every member, regardless of type of 
membership, should pay for their own name badges in future.  These would be       
provided at cost price, but the Association would no longer supply name badges free 
of charge when a member joins.  The AGM endorsed the Committee’s plan for name 
badges unanimously. 
 
Election of Committee:  The committee then stood down.  The present committee 

was then re-elected for another 12 months. 
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Any Other Business:  Paul Critchley proposed that the Association Constitution be 
amended to include Affiliated members.  These would, normally, be the wife/partner of 
a full member who would continue to be affiliated to the Association after the death of 
the full member.  He will draft amendments to the Constitution for ratification at next 
years’ AGM. Paul then proposed that Liz Faulkner be made an Honorary Member of 
the Association.  The AGM agreed the proposal unanimously. 
 
Ian Willis-Bentley asked whether the Association would be parading past the Cenotaph 
next year.  Rich Simpson has been consulting with the Royal British Legion, and the 
criteria to be met is a minimum of 6 people.  Ideally, we would like to have around 15 
people attending.  Anyone interested in taking part is asked to contact the committee.  
Brendan Cottrell thanked the committee for all they had done over the past year. 
 
The meeting was closed by the Chairman, Paul Critchley, thanking everyone for their 

attendance and support.  

 

One For The Men 

A  young doctor Tucker had moved to the small community of Bell Island to replace an 

older doctor Smith who was retiring.  Doctor Smith suggested that the young Tucker 

accompany him on his rounds, so the community could become use to a new doctor. 

At the first house on the green a woman complains,    "I've been a little sick to my 

stomach." 

Doctor Smith says, "Well, you've probably been overdoing it eating to much fruit.  Cut 

back on the amount you've been eating and see if that does the trick." 

As they left, the younger Tucker said, "You didn't even examine that woman?  How'd 

you come to the diagnosis so quickly?"  "I didn't have to. You noticed I dropped my 

stethoscope on the floor in there? When I bent over to pick it up, I noticed a half dozen 

banana peels in the trash.  That was what probably was making her sick." 

Doctor Tucker said "pretty clever.  If you don't mind, I think I'll try that at the next 

house." 

Arriving at the next house, they spent several minutes talking with a younger woman. 

She said that she just didn't have the energy she once did and said, "I'm feeling terribly 

run down lately."  "You've probably been doing too much for the church," Doctor 

Tucker told her. "Perhaps you should cut back a bit and see if that helps." 

As they left, the elder Doctor Smith said, "I know that woman well.  Your diagnosis is 

almost certainly correct, she's very active in the church, but how did you arrive at it?" 

”I did what you did at the last house.  I dropped my stethoscope and, when I bent down 

to retrieve it, I noticed the pastor hiding under the bed. 
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Does anyone know the whereabouts of: 
Alan Limbert? 
 

One For The Ladies 
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UPDATE FROM THE SHARP END 

 
 
The summer months were a busy time at 84 Squadron.  The Squadron welcomed two 
new pilots and 2 new crewmen. 
 
Flt Lt Josh Wilcock joins the Squadron as a QHI directly from an exchange tour in 
Canada.  He arrived on island accompanied by his wife and 1 young son.  The Stalk 
recently delivered a second son and Josh is expected back on the Squadron next week 
after some paternity leave for a break.  Time has not yet allowed him to use his brand-
new kitesurfing kit, but once things settle down he will be looking to join 3 more of the 
pilots on the water.  He replaces Phil Miller who has been promoted to Sqn Ldr and 
returned to RAF Benson as a Flight Commander. 
 
Flt Lt Martyn Hooker joins the Squadron from 7 Squadron, RAF Odiham.  Formerly of 
22 Squadron as well, he is returning to his roots as a SAR pilot.  Accompanied (some 
of the time) his wife still works in Crawley and makes a weekend commute from    
Gatwick.  As well as Kitesurfing he enjoys sitting in front of the TV in the evening in 
his pants ‘’because I can’’.  He replaces Ollie Elston-Green who has gone on to work 
with JCB as a helicopter pilot. 
 
FS Dan Whittington joins the Squadron from 33 Sqn, RAF Benson.  Also, a former 
SAR crewman he will bring some experience back into the role with him.  Dan is     
accompanied by his wife and 2 young boys.  He is a keen swimmer, particularly when 
it involves longer distances.  Dan replaces Sgt Dickie Myers who has left the service 
and moved over to Australia.  Dickie follows a number of previous SAR crewmen in 
that direction and he will no doubt be successful in obtaining another job saving lives 
from a helicopter. 
 
FS Jay Picket joins the Squadron as a QHCI from a recruiting job in London.  Jay was 
formerly a Chinook crewman at 18 Squadron, RAF Odiham.  Jay also arrives           
accompanied by his wife and 2 young boys.  Coming from a ‘blunty’ job he will be 
extremely useful to the rest of the aircrew dealing with actual ‘admin’.  He replaces 
David Shepphard who has left the service and is now a ‘company man’ with Cobham 
in Newquay. 
 
SAC Adam Mann and Jo Avison join the Ops setup in place of Sam Sorham and James 
Gregory.  James has been promoted to Corporal and moved to RAF Shawbury and Sam 
is in the process of leaving the service to become a teacher.  The Squippers continue to 
hide away playing with kit, keeping as low a profile as possible. 
 
There was a steady supply of work for the Squadron through the summer.  A few  
missing kitesurfers and a drunk man (ultimately found in his house) provided some 
searching.  There was one medical evacuation from Kingsfield after a parachute       

accident.  Sinx and Ben dropped 77 tonnes of water at Pyla range.  Because they are 
after the coveted bucket Trophy for the most number of drops this year they felt 
obliged to submit the photo shown on next page as evidence.  
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There was a particularly large fire in the vicinity of Pachna during August.  The fire 
threatened a number of small holdings, villages and vineyards.  The Ikarus plan was 
implemented by the Cypriot authorities and a mass aerial assault of the area was under-

taken by a range of aircraft from different units.  The above picture was taken by a   
local photographer Mr Michael Machalis perfectly capturing the difficult fire. 
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There was a number of opportunities to further ones career by flying VIP’s. Flights/
visitors included CBF, AOC 2 Gp (desig), AOC 38 Gp, FCO Director Europe,     
Olympians and Pudsey Bear for Children in need  
 
The Squadron undertook a range of tasking around the Island and supported the Cyprus 
Joint Rescue Co-ordination Centre in the multinational SAR Exercise Nemesis.  The 
Squadron also deployed to Hamat AFB, Lebanon for a joint SAR Exercise Scorpion 

Cedar with 9 Sqn LAF.  This was the first time in a number of years that the 2     
Squadrons have exercised together.  The two sets of crew shared SOP’s and observed 
each others method of operating.  The range of missions 9 Sqn undertake is impressive. 

In a single day they could be involved in prosecuting a target using their self-installed 
bombing system, carrying a VIP and undertaking a rescue.  Ruth Lee came along as 
our ever reliable survivor but this was one dunking too much and she went to Davy 

Jones’s Locker.  She may not have fully recovered after being thrown down a cliff for 
Josh’s SAR Ex. 5 crew deployed but only 4 were useful.  Martyn challenged himself to 
a 20 oz steak only for it to challenge his guts over the following 2 days.  He won’t be 
attempting the 5 Pork Chop Challenge at Chris’s anytime soon. 

 
Both Sets of Crews Line up For The Obligatory Photograph 
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Gav Bennie, the Squadron Chief Engineer has left after 5 years of service at 84 Sqn, 
and multiple decades service to the UK MOD.  His Top Table dinner in the Sgt Mess 
was well attended and Rammo particularly enjoyed it.  He spent the whole of Friday 
telling the big white telephone in his bathroom how good it was. 
 
Rob Paul fancied a day off from work and thought of a charity event to justify it.   The 
Squadron played Squash against the rest of the Station for 8hrs 40 Mins and raised 
€239 for Children in Need. (Well Done All) 
 
Most importantly the Scorpy Inn continues to open on occasion and a number of social 
events have been held.  Our American colleagues have been over for a games night and 
we invited the Army Watchkeeper detachment around with them.  They should      
probably spend more evenings around at the Scorpy instead of flying their whining 
model aircraft around at silly times at night.  To most of us it sounds like someone 
mowing the lawn. 
 
BFBS’s Jay had her leaving drinks in the bar and 6 Sqn came over for a ‘few’ beers 
one night.  The military wives on Ex Siren Song drank the bar dry of white wine and 
prosecco after their week of activities.  The bar, which also functions as a history room, 
works on donations and these events provide us with some pocket money to keep it 
ticking over and in a reasonable state.  
 
Squadron personnel are now looking forward to the Christmas period and a month 
grace period to not feel guilty about their large consumption of Gin and Tonic.  There 

is some work to do beforehand to get all their training stats complete to hold standby 
over the holidays.  The New Year will see the Squadron preparing hard for the visit of 
the Trappers and potentially working up more crews to improve out night capability. 

           The Squadron Also Took Part In The Remembrance Parade 
PTO 
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Al Ross OC Flying Anthony Agogo, British Middleweight Boxing Champion 
Turned Wrestler 

Station Commander Salute…… Sunset Ceremony At  
The Battle Of Britain Dinner September 2019 
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Got an email today, from a bored local housewife 43 
 
She was looking for some hot action 
 
So I sent her my ironing! 
—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Paddy says to Mick, “Christmas is on a Friday this year 

Mick says “hope its not the 13th then. 

——————————————————————————————————— 

I came home last month to find all my doors windows smashed in and everything gone! 

What sort of sick person does that to someone’s Advent calendar? 

——————————————————————————————————— 

Since the snow came, all the wife has done is look through the windows 

If it gets any worse, I’ll have to let her in. 

Formation Fire Fighting! August 2019 
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PINDIANPOST APRIL 25 2015 
 
One of the most incredible escapes made during World War II involved 12 airmen who 
sailed in an open boat from Java [now Indonesia] to Australia to escape the Japanese, a 
journey that took 47 days.  Sgt Athol Snook, a navigator in the RAAF was one of the 
12 who made the journey, all chosen for their stamina, morale and initiative.  The men, 
from 84 Squadron RAF, made their desperate escape bid after a surprise Japanese raid 
had captured their base including about 20 Blenheim bombers and all support crew.  
Four of the officers on the boat were RAF while one officer and seven others were 
from the RAAF.  They were selected 
 
“as it was felt they should be given a chance of reaching their home country,”         
according to the log of the voyage written by Wing Commander J R Jeudwine. 
 
They survived the journey despite being hit by violent tropical storms, being becalmed 
for several days, having to constantly bail out their leaking boat, enduring several visits 
from whales and sharks and an unlikely encounter with a Japanese submarine that let 
them pass unhindered. 
 
After the Japanese attack, the aircrew had been sent from their base at Kalidjati near 
Bandoeng to the port of Tjilatjap for evacuation but the expected rescue ship never  
arrived to pick them up.  They then decided to try and escape by sea and looked around 
for a suitable vessel.  All they could find were two old 9-metre lifeboats without       
engines, but after one attempt to tow the heavily laden boats, each carrying about 30 
men, out of the harbour ended in failure, and the wrecking of one lifeboat, it was      
decided the surviving boat with a crew limited to 12 men, should try to reach Australia 
to get help for those left behind. 
 
A search of the port area produced enough food and water for the 12 men to last about 
30 days, twice as long as the anticipated 16-day duration of the journey, together with a 
large quantity of American canned beer which had been obtained from a Dutch       
canteen. 
 
“This latter undoubtedly largely contributed to the well-being of the crew as the water 
had to be very strictly rationed and the beer was a food in itself,” W/Cdr Jeudwine 
wrote in the log.  The lifeboat was named Scorpion after the 84 Squadron badge and 
motto Scorpiones Pungent (a scorpion stings). 
 
“It was calculated that the nearest port on the Australian coast was Roeburns, 950 
nautical miles (1530km) with Port Headland and Onslow a little further away,” he 
wrote. 
 
With basic navigating equipment which included a marine sextant, a Mercator’s      
Projection of the World, a portion of the Nautical Almanac giving declination tables 
and time apparent noon, a large scale chart of Java and Bali and a general navigation 
chart of the world (not discovered until after they reached Australia), the men set off 
full of hope.  There was no chronometer and they used the CO’s watch which was the 
only one working. 
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“In view of these preparations, or lack of preparations, the following pages show the    
enormous luck which attended the Scorpion and her crew on the 47 days’ voyage,”   
Wg/Cdr Jeudwine said. 
 
They set off on 7 March 1942. 
Those selected to take part in the epic voyage were W/Cdr J R Jeudwine (captain),     
S/Ldr AK Passmore (2i/c and purser), F/O C P L Streatfield 1st (Lt and 2nd         
helmsman), P/O S G Turner, (navigator) – all RAF and P/O M S Macdonald, Sgts G W 
Sayer, W N Cosgrove, A C Longmore, J Lovegrove, A C E Snook, P M Corney and P 
Haynes, all RAAF. 
 
Problems arose even before they left when they discovered an extra man on board, so 
he was sent ashore.  Then strong winds prevented the boat from being rowed out of the 
cove and it had to be towed.  Thunder storms also caused some problems but once 
these had   subsided, the oars came back out. 
 
The following day the rudder came adrift, having been damaged in earlier manoeuvres, 
and had to be repaired. The crew was beginning to suffer from the cramped conditions 
and from sunburn and even when they made an awning to protect themselves, the heat 
was stifling. 
 
On 9 March they had a narrow escape. 
 
“No sooner had we got under way when a Japanese submarine bearing the marking 56 
surfaced about a mile astern and steered towards us,” W/Cdr Jeudwine noted.  “She 
closed to within 100 yards [91 metres] and we were scrutinised through a pair of    
binoculars by an officer on the conning tower.  One rating was standing by the       
6pdr gun forward and another was manning a machine gun on the conning tower. “We 
expected to be shot at or captured but after describing a half circle round us, the     
submarine made off towards the east and eventually submerged.  This was regarded as 
a lucky omen.” 
 
As soon as the submarine was sighted, each man was given a can of beer to drink in 
case they were killed or captured or the submarine turned out to be American – and 
therefore dry.  Later that voyage a heavy thunderstorm enabled them to replenish their 
water casks which had leaked.  Rain was so heavy that a 12 gallon [45 litre] cask was 
refilled in half an hour.  During the day, crew members took turns at swimming in the 
sea while the rest kept a look out for sharks.  Throughout the voyage they had several 
close encounters with sharks and a number of whales, so the lookouts always had to be 
vigilant. 
 
Due to the basic navigation equipment and the unreliability of the only working watch, 
they were never sure exactly how far they had travelled, while the various currents and 
winds threatened on many occasions to take them away from their intended destination.  
Water rations were replenished whenever it rained and food stocks seemed to be hold-
ing out.  But the original estimate of 16 days at sea was soon passed and rationing was 
tightened.  The rudder was a constant problem, regularly breaking away from the boat 
and having to be repaired.   
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Great ingenuity was used to replace bits that had broken off in heavy seas.  Lunch each 
day consisted of biscuits and two sardines or a little potted meat and a mouthful of   
water issued at noon.   From time to time the boat was becalmed while on other        
occasions storms hit them. 
 
“Another foul night,” W/Cdr Jeudwine recorded in the log.  “Pouring rain and no 
wind.  Whisky passed round to keep out the wet and cold and to enable us to sleep in 
spite of the discomfort.” 
 
During heavy seas the crew had to keep up constant bailing with the boat in danger of 
becoming water logged.  Steering was hampered by the lack of a reefing device on the 
sails and it was often difficult to keep the boat moving in the right direction.   After 24 
days at sea, food stocks were found to be better than thought and allocations were in-
creased but were reduced again after they were becalmed for several days. The boat 
was drifting northwards, away from Australia during these calm periods. 
 
“A few more of these calms and we would be up the creek,” W/Cdr Jeudwine wrote in 
the log. 
 
“During this calm we have rigged the awning after breakfast and organised games 
competitions between the quarter deck and the fo’c’sle,” W/Cdr Jeudwine wrote. 
“These have kept us occupied and helped pass the time but we found that the mental 
exercise made us very hungry and the talking and arguing brought on thirst.  These are 
easier to bear than monotony.” 
 
Throughout the voyage, the men managed to maintain a sense of humour although on 1 
April, jokes were few and far between. 
 
“The penalty for April Fools about ships or land was loss of beer ration for the rest of 
the voyage,” W/Cdr Jeudwine wrote. 
But some of the little things took on an importance much greater than normal. On 8 
April Commander Jeudwine wrote: 
 
“Smoked last cigarette this evening.  Had made a contract with four members of the 
crew to save their butts.  These were carefully saved and kept in a tin.  It meant I could 
have an occasional pipe.  Will never again despise old men picking up fag ends from 
the gutter – I know just how they feel.” 
 
The following day they were visited by a young whale which took a particular interest 
in them. 
 
“Young whale – about 50- 60 feet long [15-80 metres], surfaced about 200 yards [180 
metres] away and decided to give us a close inspection.  Eventually came to rest lying 
in a curve with its tail under the boat and poked its head out of the water certainly not 
more than three feet [1 metre] from the rudder. 
 
“We could see the eye and mouth under water.  We all hope it would not become play-
ful or try to make its toilet in the bottom of the boat, and luckily, after looking at us for 
about half a minute, which seemed like half an age, it submerged and went to join    
another whale which looks about four times as big. 
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“I hope the other one was its mother and she tore him off a strip for going and staring 
at strangers.  When we had regained the power of movement we passed round a bottle 
of Australian 3 star brandy, which we had been keeping for an emergency, after which 
we did not care if we saw elephants, pink or otherwise, flying over us in tight            
formation.” 
 
On 16 April the crew had the first inkling that they might be nearing land. 
 
“Sgt Corney swore he smelt spinifex on the dawn breeze.  Soon he had everyone smell-
ing     something but personally put it down to the Purser who suffers from flatulence.  
However, everyone very cheerful.  Plans for first meal ashore wildly discussed.” 
 
Commander Jeudwine spent a sleepless night working out times of sunrise and sunset 
during the past few days then dropped a bombshell to the crew. 
 
“The noon sight was due to my watch – the only one to survive – losing four minutes a 
day and that it might have lost as much as 40 minutes.  This would have put us 600 
miles west of Port Headland and about 250 miles west of the westernmost point of Aus-
tralia,” he wrote in the log. 
 
“Rations, water and beer dramatically cut down and an accurate check shows that we 
can last for another six weeks on this new scale.  We shall all be in pretty poor        
condition by the end of that time.  Thank God the water will last that time, as it is one 
of the most important items, ranking equally with beer.” 
 
But early on 20 April they sighted land. 
 
“It appeared to be a small island, and as the only island marked on our map was Bar-
row Island, which was quite a big piece of land, we reckoned this was a spit of the 
mainland and decided to carry on until we could make certain.” 
Soon, they set foot on dry land for the first time in 45 days. 
 
“All members of crew very weak but looked forward to a hot breakfast.  Food issued 

ad lib and cocoa made, but people found that they could not eat as much as they 
thought, with the exception of the First Lieutenant who proved a fine trencherman. 
Purser feeling sick,       probably reaction but might be the sight of so much food being 

issued at one meal.” 
 

They continued their voyage after breakfast and sighted an unidentified aircraft high 
and about 10 miles to the west of them.  Their efforts to attract its attention failed and 
they landed on another small island for the night, enjoying a stationary and soft bed 
made from spinifex. 
Next day they spotted a flying boat, which turned out to be a Catalina of Patrol Squad-
ron 101, US Navy.  Waving all manner of clothing, they eventually persuaded the Cat-
alina to land but the crew of the aircraft were still suspicious and kept their weapons 
handy. 
“ 
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After exchange of signals, of a sort, I swam over to flying boat, beating all existing  
records for ocean swimming in my anxiety to dodge any sharks that night be around,” 
Commander Jeudwine wrote. “Was given a rope to hang on to but in spite of the fact 
that I was mother naked except for my beard I was menaced by a man with a Colt .45 
who would not let me on board until he was quite satisfied that I was harmless.  Maybe 
he was right but someone should have told him about sharks.” 
 
The captain of the aircraft offered to take six of the crew from the boat but only three 
accepted the offer – the others opting to stay with the boat.  However, next day another 
Catalina landed and picked up the rest of the crew and the boat was abandoned. 
 
“So, after 47 days, having sailed approximately 1500 statute miles, leaking like a sieve 
but still serviceable, with a jury rudder fitted from the second day out, Scorpion was 
cast adrift off the NW coast of Australia without the honour of being sailed into port,” 
W/Cdr Jeudwine wrote. 
 
Thus, ended an epic voyage under incredible conditions that enabled 12 men to escape 
the clutches of the Japanese.  Those left behind in Java were all taken prisoner and 
most served on the Burma-Thailand railway. 
 
Footnote: Athol Snook travelled to Canberra to meet the brother of the captain of the 
Japanese submarine which had allowed them to pass on the eventful voyage.  He     
presented a frill-necked lizard to Mr and Mrs Ohashi.  Athol Snook died about five 
years ago leaving Peter Haynes of Western Australia as the only survivor of the     
Scorpion’s crew. 
 
 

Can We Help? 
 

If any of our members or readers are in business, or work for a company that may   
benefit from an advertisement in the Scorpion News, then please get in touch.  Maybe 
you want to promote a sports club, forces website or, just get your own profile out to 
possibly forgotten mates, again just get in touch and send me the relevant information. 

 

  Historic Aeroplane Club, give us a try! 
 
  Glass of scotch and a free flight. 
 
 
 
 

 
Lets give it a try?  
Insert your details here. 



Scorpion News 

 

21 

 SHORT STORY 

A young Irish man called Paddy wanted to buy a Christmas present for his new  
girlfriend. They hadn't been seeing each other for very long and she lived in       
Donegal and he lived in Kerry.  Paddy consulted with his sister and decided, after 
careful consideration, that a pair of good quality gloves would strike the right note... 
not too romantic and not too personal.  Off he went with his sister to Marks and 
Sparks and they selected a dainty pair of fur lined quality leather gloves.  His sister 
bought a pair of sexy knickers for herself at the same time.  Marks and Sparks had a 
free gift wrap offer but the assistant mixed up the two items, the sister got the gloves 
and Paddy unknowingly got the knickers.  Good old Paddy sent off his gift wrapped 
present in a parcel with the following letter.  

Dear Maggie  

I chose these because I've noticed that you are not wearing any when we go out in 
the evenings.  If it had not been for my sister I would have chosen the long ones 
with buttons, but she wears shorter ones (which are easier to remove).  These are a 
very delicate shade, but the lady I bought them from showed me the pair she had 
been wearing for the past three weeks and I hardly noticed any marks.  I had her try 
yours on for me and she looked really smart in them even though they were a little 
bit tight on her.  She also said that they rub against her ring which helps keep it 
clean.  In fact she hasn't needed to wash it since she began wearing them.  

I wish I was there to put them on for you the first time, as no doubt many other 
hands will touch them before I have a chance to see you again. 

When you take them off remember to blow into them a little bit because they will be 
naturally a little damp from wearing. 

Just imagine how many times my lips will kiss them during the coming year. 

I hope you will wear them for me on our next date. 

All my love, 

Patrick  

P.S. My mum tells me that the latest style is to wear them folded down with a little 
bit of fur showing. 
 
Unknown 
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THE HART OF A SCORPION 
BY KEV GRAHAM 

 
Whilst 84 Sqn was the last squadron I worked on, I began my RAF career on the 
‘Hart’s Head Pumas of Odiham’, 33 Sqn.  In February of 2018, just six months after 
moving to Grantham, I heard through the grapevine that Newark Air Museum had   
acquired a Puma HC1.  I Immediately went to the museum to ask if they needed any 
help restoring the aircraft.  My offer was met with great delight, as nobody at the    
museum had ever worked on helicopters before, much less Pumas.  
 
When XW208 arrived at the museum on 07/02/2018, she wasn’t much to look at. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No tailboom, no instrument panel, no cabin windows, pretty much just a shell. I knew I 
had my work cut out, but I was determined to see her looking like the aircraft that I 
had known in my youth.  
One of the first things I did was to get the Hart’s Head back onto the cockpit panels, 

thus identifying her as a 33 Sqn aircraft again. 
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Using my contacts within the Puma world, I was able to source an instrument panel, 

minus most of the instruments. Bit by bit, I was able to acquire instruments, until I was 

only missing 3.  In November 2019, I was finally able to get hold of the last              

instruments that I needed, and the main instrument panel was complete. 

In June 2018, the museum managed to buy a tailboom from a MOD auction site.  The 

problem was, the boom was painted two tone green, while the main fuselage was 

painted single tone green. Initially, the plan was to repaint the boom to match the    

fuselage.  Then I had an idea.  Why not make a feature out of the tailboom? I decided 

to leave it two tone, and I painted the driveshaft covers along the top of it in different 

colours.  The grey represents the original grey/green colour scheme, the two-tone 

green came after that, the pink is for Operation Desert Storm, and the dark green is the 

present scheme 

. 
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The hardest part of any aircraft restoration is getting hold of spares, and work          

continued slowly for the next year.  

In July 2019, I was able to fit the Engine Cowlings and Sliding Cowling.  

With the addition of exhausts, and exhaust blanks, you could almost believe that the 
engines were fitted. Sadly, I don’t have any engines for her…..yet!!! 
 
Progress is slow, but I am fitting bits whenever I manage to get them.  The museum 
has recently acquired a donor aircraft that I am stripping for parts, as and when the 
weather permits. 
 
If any of you are in the Newark area, come along to the museum and say hello. If you 

let me know beforehand, I will gladly show you around. 

Proud or What? 
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84 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION FUNERAL REGALIA 

 
We have acquired an RAF Ensign (2.5m x 1.5m) along with an Officer’s 
hat and airman’s beret.  The idea is that if any of our members or their 
family should wish to use these at their funeral then we can arrange for 
these items to be delivered to the family or funeral director concerned. 
 
The official policy of the MoD is that all military funerals should use the 
Union Flag (Union Jack) to drape the coffin with the broad, white stripe 
over the deceased shoulder.  In my experience MoD policy and 84    
Squadron way of doing things have never completely aligned. 
 
Obviously if any member should wish to utilise these items at their own 
funeral then letting your family know about it before ‘slipping off your 
mortal coil’ would make the arrangements much simpler. 
 
If any ex-84 Squadron personnel who are not members of the Association 
we will consider each request on a case-by-case decision. 
    
To have them sent simply contact me using the details at the front of the 
Scorpion News.  
 
Derek Whittaker 
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OBITUARIES 

 
 

Corporal Gilbert Harding  
Radio Fitter 1954 - 1955 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are saddened to report the passing of Gilbert who passed away in September at 
the great age of 86 years.  The info we have is that he was born 23rd January 1931 in 
Leeds.  He attended Castleton CC in Leeds and Canterbury & Isleworth Tech     
College.  Gilbert joined the R.A.F. In November 1948 and underwent technical 
training at RAF Yatesbury.  After a posting to 16 Maintenance Unit at RAF Stafford 
he returned to Yatesbury as an Instructor.  From there he was posted to M.E.A..F. in 
1954 and had the good fortune to join 84 Squadron at RAF Fayid in the Suez Canal 
Zone.  He stayed with the squadron as a Corporal Air Radar Fitter where (for some 
reason) he was always called Eddie!  Towards the end of 1955 Gilbert was          
promoted to Sergeant and was posted to RAF Khormaksar in what was then Aden.  
He also served in Masirah (Oman) and Sharjah (now U.A.E.) 
 
On leaving the RAF Gilbert worked as a TTO 11 at Heathrow.  He moved to Ash 
Radar in Sandwich before working as a TTO 1 at Stanstead.  He later joined the 
CAA in a managerial position before retiring in 1991. 
 
Gilbert always remembered with fondness his time with 84 Squadron and was one 
of a diminishing group of association members who make up the “Valetta wallahs”. 
With his wife Val he was a strong supporter of the Association and they regularly 
attended our reunions until failing health prevented them from doing so in recent 
years.  Gilbert's funeral took place on the 25th October at Braintree.  Our sincere 
sympathies are extended to Val and her family at this sad time. 
 
B.C. 
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Below is a message from Joanna, Gilberts daughter: 

My grandfather George Harding, Gilbert’s Father, we believe was a Chief Mechanic 
or possibly a rigger which specifically looked after the airframes.  Me and my brother 
Mike have said after the funeral we would like to look into this and my fathers service 
records properly.  My grandpa George wrote on the back of every picture with all the 
details of the plane, how it crashed, where it crashed, the person in it.  Apparently a 
photo of one of the planes my grandpa was in when it crashed is in Duxford as my 
brother remembers a day out with dad and him showing Mike it. My grandpa          
obviously survived the crash but broke his ankle I believe.  

CAN ANYONE OFFER ANY HELP TO JOANNA? 

 This photo shows my grandpa as passenger in this plane. 

Notice “Club” symbol on the tail? 84 Sqd? 

Left:  
George Harding,  
Gilbert’s Father 
 
Doesn’t he look very 
young? 

DH 9 
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Ahead Of The Associations 30th Anniversary Celebrations 

 
The Foreword Below Explains The Story Behind The  

 
Formation Of Our Illustrious Association In 1990 

  
 

Chairman’s Foreword 
 

OWEN GREENWOOD joined 84 Squadron at Shaibah, served in Greece, 
Iraq, the Western Desert and was taken prisoner by the Japanese 
in Java in 1942. From 1946 for thirty years, Owen organised  
annual 84 Squadron reunions in London. During those halcyon 
days, it was not unusual to find half a dozen ex-84 Squadron 
Air Marshals at the reunions, reminiscing about their early 
days with the Squadron. 
  
No 84 Squadron and the ex-members of this famous Squadron owe 
much to Owen for his unstinting hard work on behalf of the 
Squadron and its members. We all owe him a debt of gratitude 
and it is fitting that he should have been nominated as    
President of the new Association. 
  
When Owen felt that he had been organising reunions for long 
enough, he handed over all his records to a successor who,  
sadly, lacked Owen's organising skill and enthusiasm. As a   
result, a long gap of ten years followed when no official    
reunions were held. Then, in 1987, up popped Sam Crocker,     
ex-Japanese POW, who, starting from scratch, has since       
organised most enjoyable reunions every year, ably assisted by 
Jack Partington, who is still serving in the Royal Air Force at 
RAF Brize Norton. 
  
Over the years, numerous ex-members have suggested that an   
Association should be formed. So, on 28th March 1990, Sam 
Crocker arranged a meeting of eight enthusiastic ex-members of 
the Squadron (Owen Greenwood, Harry Guile (Beverley CO), Jack 
Cruickshank, Jack Partington, Doug Weir, Barry Paterson, Sam 
Crocker and myself) at a pub near Bristol and there we formed 
The No 84 Squadron RAF Association. The present Squadron    
Commander, Sqn Ldr Mike Leaming, was notified of the formation 
of the Association and has given us his blessing and has   
promised his support. 
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The aim of the Association is to try to encourage younger   
members and ex-members of the Squadron to keep in touch with 
their old comrades by joining the Association and attending the 
reunions. Also to keep alive and foster the unique spirit of 84 
Squadron, which for over seventy years, has never operated in 
the United Kingdom, having been sent to France as a fighter 
squadron soon after its formation at Beaulieu in Hampshire in 
1917.  
 
We hope to produce a brief history of the Squadron in the near 
future.  
  
I would like to thank all those who have worked hard to make 
the formation of the Association a success, especially to Jack 
Partington on whose shoulders, as Secretary and Treasurer, much 
of the donkey work has fallen: to Sam Crocker for organising 
yet another reunion: to Barry Paterson for taking on, at short 
notice, the task of News Editor: and all those who have     
contributed to our first newsletter, which I hope you will   
enjoy reading. 
 
Remember, we will continue to need help from many of you: not 
only by attending our reunions, but also by contributing to our 
newsletter, which Barry is hoping to issue at least twice a 
year. So please write to him with articles and titbits of news 
and information - especially from our many friends and        
ex-members overseas. 
  
Finally the annual subscription fee of £5 is entirely       
voluntary. Non-payment in no way debars anyone who is eligible 
from joining the Association or attending the reunions. On the 
other hand, we do need money to pay our way, as postage alone 
adds up to a considerable sum. So any way of boosting our funds 
and any donations (and legacies!!) will be greatly appreciated. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Arthur Gill 
 
As you will see from the preceding article, things have not changed that much, I am 
always asking for submissions to keep up the interest in the news letter.  Also member-
ship fees have not risen by much either. 
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84 Squadron Association 2019 Annual Reunion 

26th September 2020 
Albrighton Hall Hotel, Nr Shrewsbury 

 

The price for this year’s reunion is £75-00p per person, DB&B with a £10-00 single 
supplement.  We have negotiated this to remain at last year’s level.  It was approved at 
last year’s AGM that the Association would use its funds to pay the single supplement. 
 
The rooms for the dinner, AGM and memorabilia are complementary depending upon 
us achieving a minimum attendance of 70 for the Saturday evening. 
 
For the above reason and the fact that should you book by any other method it would 
not count towards the minimum attendance level of 70, we ask that everyone who 
wishes to attend does so by telephoning Caroline Buckley in the Events & Conference 
department of the hotel (01939 291718).  When booking please quote the discount 
code of “Quoting 'RAF 84' or block code 54791603”.  Caroline works from 9-30 to 14-
30 on weekdays.  You will need a debit/credit card to secure the booking.  Her email is 
events@mercureshrewsbury.co.uk for anybody who has queries or to specify any    
mobility or dietary requirements. 
 
Important: If you are attending on the Friday evening, when booking, also reserve a 
dining time in the restaurant. 
 
The format for the weekend is as per usual: 
 
Friday – meet & greet. Upon arrival ask for a menu choice for the evening and once 
you are settled in provide reception with your selection. 
 
Saturday – AGM in the Lakeside Room at 16-00.  In the evening the “banquet” is      
19-00 for 19-30 (dress jacket & tie).  Upon arrival you will be ‘mugged’ for the raffle 
tickets. 
 
Sunday – breakfast followed by farewells. 
 
Once you have completed the above please let me know via the email address at the 
front of the Scorpion News how many nights you are attending, the era you were on the 
squadron, the names of any guests for place card reasons (‘the Mrs’ won’t do) and also 
if you have booked a table for the Friday evening let me know the time and the name 
of your dining companions. 
 
If you cannot attend and wish your name to be added to the apologies list, please let 
me, or the secretary, Brian Dixon, know. 
 
H&R, 
 
Derek Whittaker 
 

mailto:events@mercureshrewsbury.co.uk
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Wherever you walk, you will hear people talk, 
of the men who go up in the air, 

of the daredevil way, they go into the fray; 
Facing death without turning a hair. 

 
They'll raise a big cheer and buy lots of beer, 

for the pilot who's come home on leave, 
but they don't give a jigger, for a flight mech or rigger, 

with nothing but "props" on his sleeve. 
 

They just say "Nice day" - and then turn away, 
with never a mention of praise, 

for the poor bloody erk, who does all the work, 
and just orders his own beer - and pays. 

 
They've never been told, of the hours in the cold, 

that he spends sealing Germany's fate, 
how he works on a kite, till all hours of the night, 

and then turns up next morning at eight. 
 

He gets no rake-off, for working 'til take-off, 
or helping the aircrew prepare, 

but whenever there's trouble - it's "Quick at the double", 
the man on the ground must be there. 

 
Each flying crew could confirm it as true, 

that they know what this man's really worth, 
they know that he's part of the RAF's heart, 

even though he stays close to the earth. 
 

He doesn't want glory, but please tell his story, 
spread a little of his fame around, 

He's just one of a few - so give him his due, 
and "Three Cheers for the man on the ground 

 

Flight Mechanic E Sykes (1942). 

 
Three Cheers For The Man On The Ground 
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EXCUSE FOR A PACKET OF THREE? 
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Me Holding The Prototype! 

Stop Press!  

Jack Babbington 4
th

 February 1929 – 10
th

 December 2019 

Sadly, we have recently been informed that one of our Association founder members, 
Jack  Partington passed away on December 10th aged 90 years.  His funeral was held 
at Bix near Henley on Thames on the 7th January 2020. 
 
Jack was born in Kempston, near Bedford and joined the RAF on 19th October 1946 
training as an airframe fitter.  Postings at Boscombe Down and St. Athan followed   
before he was accepted for pilot training. 

He then served on 141 Sqn flying Meteor NF11’s. He was with 84 Sqn in 1956-58  
flying Beverley’s.  After he left the RAF in 1963, he forged a career as a civil airline 
pilot for 29 years with various airlines until his retirement.  Jack was married to Norma 
and had 3 children. 
Hopefully full obituary will be available in next edition of SN. 
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Fancy A Holiday / Break? 

A Superb apartment situated between Larnaca and Ayia Napa in the large village of 

Oroklini: There are 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms – full air conditioning, sleeps 4 adults a 

child and a baby.  Situated in a quiet location only 20 minutes drive from Larnaca    

airport, 10 minutes drive from Larnaca town and about half a mile from the beach. 

Shops and restaurants are located nearby both in the village and on the sea front.  The 

apartment is furnished to a high standard and there is undercover car parking.  Open 

plan living room / kitchen / dining area, patio doors leading on to large “L” shaped  

balcony.  Wheelchair friendly, access by lift or stairs.  The apartment overlooks the 

large-kidney shaped communal pool, sea and mountains.  There is a fully fitted kitchen 

including oven/hob, fridge freezer, washing machine, microwave, electric kettle and 

toaster.  Flat Screen Freeview TV free Wi-Fi and English TV including Sky channels 

also a DVD Player for those quiet evenings.  There are DVD's, books and a couple of 

games for further entertainment.  Transport at an extra cost arranged from the airport.  

Rental rates vary through the year but all serving and ex service people receive a     

generous and competitive discount.   

For more info; contact Trevor details in front of magazine or  

https://www.homeaway.co.uk/p8172093 
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