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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

84 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION REUNION 
 
 
 

Along with the rest of the world we have been considering the pandemic situation and 
its effects with regards to the next reunion.  Your committee has decided that it is not 
viable to hold a reunion this year. 
 
As we approached the autumn quite a few members contacted me and stated that even 
if we decided to go ahead they would be unable to attend for a variety of health        
reasons.  At the start of August we were down to just over 50 attendees (the hotel     
requires a minimum of 70 to attend for use of the Lakeside & memorabilia room to be 
free of charge). 
 
At the time of creating this article the hotel’s guidance on Covid 19 safety arrange-
ments was that there could only be a maximum of two households per table.  In most 
cases this would mean just four people per table at the dinner and in the case of 
“singlies” as few as two.  The hotel told me that they knew of nothing in the near future 
that suggested this would change.  We considered that this wasn’t the way 84 did 
things. 
 
Your committee has been constantly reviewing the situation for a few months now and 
have reached the decision to completely cancel this year’s reunion.  We also did not 
think that delaying holding the reunion until later in the year was likely to be       
worthwhile. 
 
We didn’t take this decision lightly and hoped that we would be emerging from       
lock-down with something to look forward to that celebrated the 30th anniversary of the 
official forming of the Association, but it was not to be. 
 
In 2021 our usual last weekend in September slot has already been booked by an event 
that takes over the whole hotel.  Therefore the 2021 reunion will still be held at        
Albrighton Hall Hotel but over the weekend 1-3rd October.  Please ensure that you 
avoid clashing with these dates when you book your Caribbean cruises and then    
hopefully we will have a reunion befitting of the traditions of the Squadron and        
Association next year. 
 
Please see the article elsewhere in this Scorpion News regarding the next Cyprus visit 
for something else to look forward to. 
 
H&R, 
 
Derek Whittaker 
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84 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION VISIT TO 

RAF AKROTIRI 2022 
 

Mike Chapple brought to everybody’s awareness the fact that on the 17th January 2022, 
84 Squadron will have completed fifty years continuous service at RAF Akrotiri.   
Mike was there in 1972 and there is a piece by him elsewhere in this Scorpion News 
about this. 
 
At a recent meeting with the new OC 84, Sqn Ldr Jean-Marc David, he generously  
extended an invitation to the Association to take part into whatever celebrations would 
be taking place to mark the occasion. 
 
There will be further information evolving which we will pass on to all members as we 
approach the event but I’m sure you will agree that in a year of  “doom & gloom” this 
is something to really look forward to. 
 
H&R, 
 
Derek Whittaker 
 
 

COMMEMORATION OF WW2 FAR EAST CAMPAIGN 
 
Due to the present Covid crisis in general we have been unable to pay our respects to 
those members of 84 Squadron who fought in the above.  It would be very remiss of us 
not to do so therefore we are planning to arrange a visit to the National Memorial     
Arboretum (NMA) at Alrewas in the near future.  During this visit we will be laying a 
wreath at the trees associated with 84 Squadron. 
 
I will be trying to put in place a date & time for the visit over the next week and all 
members and their guests are welcome to come attend.  We will be contacting all  
members once these arrangements are in place. 
 
The NMA have in place measures that deal with the present situation and you can see 
these on their website (http://www.thenma.org.uk/).  The main point of this is that we 
will have to plan and pre-book everybody who wishes to take part, I will co-ordinate 
this.  The other problem is that I will try to arrange a sandwich & cuppa for everybody 
afterwards.  The NMA website states that their catering is open, but we cannot          
pre-book it. I will try to discuss this with them.  When I have visited in the past I have 
seen other parties using a marquee for this purpose.  If we cannot overcome this in a 
sensible way I will arrange to have the lunch at a nearby pub, RBL, etc. 
 
Derek Whittaker 
 

 

 

http://www.thenma.org.uk/
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Chairman’s Foreword 
 
Elsewhere in this edition of Scorpions News you will read the hugely disappointing 
news that your Committee have taken the decision to cancel this year’s reunion.  I am 
sure you will all understand why we have taken this decision, but it will not lessen the 
frustration we all feel about the current situation.  As I write this, I can honestly say 
that the last five months have been the most extraordinary of my life.  Dorothy and I 
arrived back in the UK at the end of February having heard some stories about a novel 
Coronavirus in China.  Although, the perceived threat had affected attendance at the 
world’s largest Gem and Mineral Show in Tucson a few weeks before, nothing could 
have prepared us for the pace of the proliferation of the virus and the devastating effect 
on lives, family life and economies around the World and particularly here in the UK.   
 
There should be many lessons to be learned from our response to this global pandemic 
in due course but, from my perspective, there should be at least two related areas of 
concern.  Firstly, if this is the effect of a virus, how will we cope with bacteria which 
are becoming increasingly antibiotic resistant when there are very few new antibiotics 
being developed? Secondly, how should the UK and the World deal with the Peoples 
Republic of China?  It seems clear that the PRC deliberately suppressed information 
about this virus initially and harassed and supressed one of their doctors who tried to 
warn the World about the infectiousness of Covid-19. 
 
On a much happier note, I hope you all noticed the throwaway line in OC 84, Al Ross’ 
email circulated in March.  In it he said; 
 
 “I nearly forgot!....A new interim contract has just been signed (yesterday) securing 
the future of the Sqn for the next three years with Cobham and the Griffin HAR2 
(my job done.)  A tender for a future   contract is underway to start in 2023 securing 
the Squadron for a further 10 years (flying the AW 139.)” 
 
Let us remind ourselves that when we celebrated the Squadron’s Centenary in 2017, it 
seemed clear that the Squadron’s future beyond March 2020 was, to say the least,    
uncertain!  From my enquiries, AAR Airlift were already making overtures to the 
MOD to add Cyprus military helicopter support to their contract with the British   
Forces in the Falklands.  We will never know if our lobbying campaign to have the 
Squadron re-equipped had any effect but at least we are not currently planning a 
Church service at Beaulieu to lay up the third and last Squadron Standard!! 
 
The Leonardo AW139 appears to be a very capable machine.  With its twin-engine 
reliability, over 550 mile range, 165 kts cruising speed and over 5 hours endurance it 
will look even better adorned with our Scorpion.  I would certainly like to get my 
hands on it!! 
 
Whilst the immediate future looks uncertain, let’s look forward to better times.    
Hopefully, our lives will return to some sort of normality in the medium term and we 
can look forward to celebrating the arrival of the AW139 with our Squadron            
colleagues in 2022. I hope you are all keeping safe and well and look forward to   
meeting you at an Association event as soon as we are able to arrange one. 
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Editorial 
 
I do hope this edition finds you all in good health.  I apologise for the lateness of this 
edition but, as you will read in later pages we have had several issues to resolve  prior 
to releasing.  
 
This has been the most extraordinary year so far, I was locked down by the hospital 
early in March and have only just been allowed to go out, if I’m sensible.  So I am   
trying my best to be sensible.  For those that know me that is no mean feat.  So in the 
meantime I have been decorating and gardening.  I originally dug out my fish pond in 
early March with a view to clearing the garden and repositioning it, I bought a        
temporary pond and half embedded it into the garden as a friend of ours, an ex TV and 
radio gardener was going to redesign everything.  Guess what? The temporary pond is 
still in place.  Decided to grow potatoes instead.  Another problem, motor home has 
been sheeted down since November, only took it off yesterday ready for MOT         
tomorrow, if it passes we may take the Tripaw to Rutland water or something like that 
for a couple days, if we can steer clear of the idiots? 
 
Further to the paragraph above, the motor home passed it’s MOT, so is now taxed and 
ready for the road.  As you may have gathered I am rapidly trying to fill this page with 
words so that this issue can be emailed out tomorrow.  The committee have had a     
virtual meeting this morning via technology and the results, ideas and suggestions    
discussed will be made available for everyone as soon as possible. 
 
The one very important item discussed was that this years reunion planned for        
September is now unfortunately Cancelled due to various Covid 19 restrictions.       
Therefore member’s who have already booked accommodation etc, at the hotel should             
immediately contact the hotel and cancel your booking to enable a refund etc,          
otherwise you may be held responsible for payments etc.  We are all very sorry to have 
made this decision but these are unprecedented times, and the decision was taken for 
everyone’s benefit.  Should you still wish to honour your booking and have a small get 
together then that is fine, enjoy yourselves. 
 
However, hopefully you will find a few interesting stories further on.  It has been very 
difficult to come up with this issue.  I thought that with everyone locked down I would 
have been flooded out with stories and pictures etc that had been complied whilst    
people were at home.  But, that wasn't the case, so I have spent my time looking around 
for a sick Rocking Horse?  So as usual, I will ask for any stories, pictures, facts or    
fiction that other readers may be interested in, Please! 
 

I was in a long line at 7:45 am today at the supermarket that opened at 8:00 for       
senior citizens.  A young man came from the parking area and tried to cut in at the 

front of the line, but an old lady beat him back into the car park with her cane.  
He returned and tried to cut in again but an old man punched him in the gut, then 

kicked him to the ground and rolled him away.  As he approached the line for the 3rd 
time he said, "If you don't let me unlock the door, you'll never get in there."    

   
Enjoy your day.  You don't have anything else to do.   
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The Wessex Mark 5 Era – A Personal Reflection by Paul Critchley 
 
When I arrived to take command of 84 Squadron in August 1985, I was introduced to 
the Wessex Mark 5 for the first time.  The Westland Wessex was a license built        
Sikorsky H-34.  The H-34 was powered by a single radial engine as was the Wessex 
Mark 1 and 3.  Subsequently the Royal Navy flew the odd number variants (1,3 and 5) 
and the RAF operated the even numbered variants, the Mark 2 and 4.  The RAF’s Mark 
2 was the first helicopter and Wessex variant to be fitted with two gas-turbine engines 
which had a very modern, for the time, computer engine control system which allowed 
the two engines to share the load and, should one engine fail, for the other to increase 
power to maintain rotor RPM. 
 
The story I was told on arriving at Akrotiri was that the RAF were short of Mark 2 air-
frames.  The Navy has a surplus of Wessex and so six Mark 5s had been procured.  
One had been taken apart to convert it into a Mark 2 but that had proved to be          
impossible.  The decision was taken to keep this small fleet of Mark 5Cs, as they were 
designated, together rather than mix them with Mark 2s.  Subsequently, it was decided 
to send five of the six to Cyprus for 84 Squadron and repatriate the Cyprus Mark 2s to 
units using the UKs fleet of Mark 2s. 
 
So, what was the Mark 5 like?  I had already served 2 and half tours on the Mark 2, 
latterly as an Instructor, so was very familiar with the beast. Operationally, in terms of 
performance and size, it was identical.  The aircraft spotters amongst us would         
recognize the Mark 5 for its larger oblong cabin windows compared to smaller square 
windows of the Mark 2. The Navy’s “commando assault HU5” variant was capable of 
carrying forward firing guns and missiles and had provision to carry two external and 
droppable fuel tanks, one either side of the fuselage.  Sadly, on conversion to 5C  
standard the weapon fit was removed although the ability to carry one drop tank on the 
starboard side had been retained.  The “office” was very similar except for a curious 

“navy” Radio Altimeter which 
had a scale of 0-500 or 0-5000 
feet scale changed at the flick 
of a switch.  The 5C had no 
Decca navigation equipment 
but retained a single ADF 
which seemed somewhat inad-
equate as the Squadron had 
two long range commitments 
to support the British Embassy 
in Beirut and to take premature 
babies to Tel Aviv!   
 
The 5Cs also retained the    
underslung load cargo hook.  
When I arrived at Akrotiri, 

Bob King was the “boss” of 84 Squadron.  “I didn’t have them painted yellow” he told 
me; “I thought you would prefer them camouflaged” – He was right and so the       
camouflaged paint with a blue UN fuselage stripe and Union Flag adorning the engine 
intake was the paint scheme of the Mark 5 era with Scorpions on either side of the   
engine intake door and a playing card symbol on the tail. 
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In an effort to make the best of what we had, I set to work to improve the aircraft fit.  I 
flagged up the Rad Alt as a flight safety hazard immediately, but it would come back to 
bite us in November 1986 as a contributory factor to the loss of XS518.  The demise of 

the Vulcan provided an opportunity to “acquire” 
TACAN.  TACAN was a long range navigation 
system that could receive VOR signals which 
gave us a fighting chance of reaching our targets 
in Lebanon or Israel or even getting back to  
Akrotiri!  HQ Strike Command decided that the 
drop tank was “unsustainable” as there were no 
tanks in the “system” and we were told to      
remove them. 
 
The drop tank was a really good idea for Search 
and Rescue and our long range operations as it 
gave us about an hours extra endurance.     
However, there was another advantage.  In-
creased weight affected performance and      
particularly the ability to hover on one engine 
(in case one engine failed).  Typically, the SAR 
First Standby aircraft would be fueled to give 
about 2 – 3 hours endurance to provide a       
balance of range and single engine performance.  
By putting 1000lbs of fuel in the drop tank    
rather than the internal tanks of that normal 
SAR fuel figure we could be “safe single       
engine” at the push of a button.  That is, if we 

were hovering and had an engine failure, we could drop the tank, reduce the weight of 
the helicopter and remain in the hover on one engine instead of being forced to fly   
forward to get translational lift and remain airborne (see me in the bar if you really 
want to know about translational lift!).  Using the contacts I had built up whilst a staff 
officer at HQ 1 Group, I “acquired” ample supplies of drop tanks and had them sent out 
by the weekly Hercules supply flight.  Once I had proved we had enough tanks, Strike 
Command relented and we retained the capability for extra range. 
 

Another event occurred just before I arrived at Akrotiri and that was a “bondhu” fire 
which had threatened some of the married quarters.  Having used a Simms Rainmaker 
fire bucket in Hong Kong with the Wessex Mk2 some years earlier, I was surprised 
that 84 Squadron didn’t have a similar capability for use in Cyprus.  The Simms    
Rainmaker was a 2000 gallon bucket with hydraulic doors in the bottom of the bucket 
to release the water and a series of holes in the side which could be blanked off to    
increase and decrease the capacity of water carried.  Carried on the underslung cargo 
hook, the bucket was simply dunked in the water and filled then carefully lifted clear of 
the surface allowing excess water to flow away so as not to over-stress the helicopter 
transmission and fuselage construction.  Once over the target fire area at a speed of 
about 80 knots and at about 150 feet, the bucket doors are opened to allow the water to 
escape giving a wet footprint of 80 to 160 feet in width and about 900 to 1500 feet in 
length depending on speed and height at the release point.  One service paper (that’s a 
“business case” to our younger readers) later, we were the proud owners of two rain-
maker buckets.   
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All we had to do now was sort out the engineering integration and devise a training 
package for the crews.  As history now shows, aerial fire fighting became a significant 
role for the Squadron but how we started is, perhaps, a story for another time. 

 
Looking back now after 35 years, I        
remember the Wessex with great affection.  
It wasn’t the prettiest helicopter ever      
designed but is was rugged and reliable.  
The cockpit ergonomics were terrible and, 
having been spoiled in recent years with 
fly-by-wire control and glass cockpits, I 
look at the Wessex cockpit now and    
wonder how I ever felt so much at home in 
that “office” – but I did as did many others. 
  
The Mark 5C was a variant that was never 
intended by the manufacturer or the MOD 
but came into being in the usual Brit “make 
do and mend” way.  It provided me with a 

unique challenge to make the most of its unique characteristics with the hard work of 
my Engineers and give my Aircrew a vehicle that was up to the job demanded of them. 
 
 
Masochistic Fairy,  “Hit Me” 
 
Ultra Sadistic Rigger,  “No” 

The Infamous Rainmaker Buckets 



Scorpion News 

 

11 

 



Scorpion News 

12 

50 YEARS AND COUNTING 
 
Steve Gyles and I joined the RAF in the mid-1960s.  We met for the first time at RAF 
Syerston where we spent a year in 1966 doing our basic pilot training on the Jet     
Provost 3 and 4.  We then proceeded together to RAF Valley in 1967 to complete our 
advanced flying training on the Folland Gnat.  We were posted from Valley onto  
Lightning fighters, and found ourselves in late 1967 at RAF Chivenor on the             
pre-Lightning operational conversion unit flying the Hunter.  It was here in early 1968 
that our paths diverged for a time; Steve completed the course successfully and went 
on to fly the Lightning, whereas I screwed up and was fortunate to be re-selected onto 
helicopters.  The reason I failed the course is another story, but involved my badly 
bending 3 separate single-seat F6 Hunters! 
 
Steve and I eventually met up again at RAF Leuchars in 1969/70 on our first            
operational tours as pilots.  Steve was on 11 Squadron flying Lightnings and I was on 
C Flight 202 Squadron flying Whirlwinds on SAR.  All of this is a preamble to the   
following article which appeared on page 2 in the Yorkshire Post on 24 April 2020.      
I hope you find it interesting. 
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I expect many of you kept a diary during your teenage years in which, perhaps like me, 
you annotated certain entries with a secret code known only to you.  In my case such 
codes centered around a naive approach to girlfriends and an imagined sex life!  How-
ever it is only recently that I fully appreciated that my pilots flying log book is a diary 
of my time in the RAF.  In the case above Steve had looked at his log book for the 
flight 50 years ago to remember the interception, which he put on social media and it 
was picked up by the Press Association. 
 
Many of the pilots flying log books from WWII that you see on the Antiques Road-
show for example have entries that show great detail about individual sorties that bring 
out the history, bravery and excitement of the time.  Not so in my case!  I do not know 
what the modern day expression is for an operational SAR sortie, but in my day we 
used “scramble”.  My very first operational SAR sortie at Leuchars was on 1 March 
1969 lasting 35 minutes of which 15 minutes was night, in Whirlwind XP404, with 
Brian Towler as navigator and winch operator and John Ball as winchman.  The entry 
in my log book simply states “Scramble to Tay Estuary” in the duty column, which 
tells nothing of what was involved.  My memory tells me that once airborne we were 
informed by radio that a pilot was in the River Tay.  I naturally thought a light aircraft 
had crashed into the river, but on arrival we found that a river pilot tasked with seeing a 
ship into the Tay and Dundee harbour had slipped whilst transferring from his pilot 
boat to the main ship, and had been crushed.  As a new boy on the Flight on my 5th 
shift I was fortunate to have been allocated an experienced crew, and I remember being 
very nervous whilst attempting to hover over 2 adjacent ships at dusk over water, to put 
the winchman on board.  In the event we could not offer any further assistance because 
the river pilot had died.  The retrieval of the winchman from the main ship in           
semi-darkness, combined with my tenseness, resulted in him being a lot further above 
the water than he or I would have wished, but I was forgiven on the night transit back 
to Leuchars! 
 
I was posted from 202 Squadron in March 1971 to 1563 Flight at RAF Akrotiri, again 
flying the Whirlwind in the SAR role.  Some 10 months later we reformed as 84 
Squadron on 17 January 1972.  My first flight on 84 Squadron was on 18 January in 
Whirlwind XP398 with Master Nav George Fuggle and Master Sig Bill Coombe,    
lasting one hour doing general handling (a catch-all for a multitude of exercises), 
drums and simulated instrument flying.  I was subsequently given the honour of flying 
back to the UK to pick up the Squadron Standard from RAF Cranwell where it had 
been temporarily laid up, to escort it back to RAF Akrotiri where it has remained for 
the best part of 50 years.   
 
That leads me conveniently into an explanation of the title I gave to this piece.  It will 
be 50 years in January 2022 since the reformation of 84 Squadron at RAF Akrotiri.  
Perhaps our archivist or other Association historians can vouch for this but it is my  
belief that 84 Squadron must be the longest serving RAF operational squadron at the 
same Station ever.  Notwithstanding this, would it not be a brilliant excuse to have an 
Association reunion in 2022, in Cyprus at RAF Akrotiri.   
 
Finally, perhaps for future editions of Scorpion News I may be permitted to delve into 
my RAF diary/log book to try and decipher further “Scramble” sorties for your interest.  
Anything I come up with will depend heavily on a failing memory and poetic license!   
Mike Chapple 
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This presentation was made to the new OC 
by Paul Critchley, Association Chairman and 
Derek Whittaker, Reunion Organiser on a 
visit to RAF Cosford, on 2nd July 2020.  It 
was thought that a presentation prior to   
traveling to Akrotiri to take up his new role 
would be most appropriate in these difficult 
times.  The private event took place in an 
ante room in the Officers Mess whilst       
observing social distancing, apparently once 
completed a very nice lunch was consumed.   
 
Pauls comment was; very civilised! 
 
Ed’s comment:  Spot the deliberate mistake? 
 
Questions will be asked at the next reunion. 
 
 

THE NEW OFFICER COMMANDING 84 SQUADRON 
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WINTER FUEL PAYMENT FOR OLDIES 
 
About this time of the year, older taxpayers will again be receiving another 'Winter 
Fuel’ payment. This is indeed a very exciting programme, and I'll explain it by using a 
Q & A format: 
Q. What is a 'Winter Fuel’ payment? 
A. It is money that the government will send to taxpayers 
Q. Where will the government get this money? 
A. From taxpayers 
Q. So the government is giving me back some of my own money? 
A. Only a smidgen of it 
Q. What is the purpose of this payment? 
A. The plan is for you to use the money to purchase gas and electricity...or a high-
definition flat screen TV set, thus stimulating the economy 
Q. But isn't buying a TV set stimulating the economy of China? 
A. Shut up 
Below is some helpful advice on how to best help the U.K. Economy by spending your 
'Winter Fuel’ cheque wisely: 
* If you spend the money at Asda or Tesco, the money will go to Gibraltar, Ireland & 
Luxemburg 
* If you spend it on Amazon your money will go Lichtenstein 
* If you spend it on Ebay your money will go Ireland 
* If you spend it on petrol your money will go to the Middle East 
* If you purchase a computer it will go to India, Taiwan or China 
* If you purchase fruit and vegetables it will go to Kenya, Spain, or Morocco 
* If you spend it on “cheap” cigs it will end up in Rumania or Bulgaria 
* If you give it to Oxfam 20% only will go abroad and 80% will remain in the hands of 
the administrators, who will spend it on fact finding missions to Cayman Islands,  
Thailand & Mauritius. 
* If you buy a foreign car it will go to Japan, Germany, France, India or Korea. 
* If you buy a British car it will go to Japan, Germany or India. 
• If you pay off your credit cards or buy shares, it will go to management bonuses 

and they will hide it offshore 
 
Instead, keep the money in the UK by: 
1. Spending it at car boot sales 
2. Going to night clubs 
3. Spending it on call girls 
4. Buying cider, beer or scotch 
5. Getting your-self a Tattoo 
6. Visiting a Bookmaker 
 
(These are the only UK businesses still operating in the U.K. ) 
 
Conclusion: 
Go to a night club with a tattooed call girl that you met at a car boot sale and drink beer 
day and night ! 

It’s the patriotic thing to do. 
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Coping with Covid – BLUF. 84 coped with Covid successfully. 

There is no doubting it, these are unprecedented times.  A pandemic causing chaos and 
devastation across the globe.  In such uncertain times, I’m sure one of your foremost 
thoughts was, “I wonder how 84 Sqn are getting on?”. 
 
The Republic of Cyprus (RoC) reacted to the Covid-19 pandemic much like the UK, 
except more decisively and several weeks earlier.  On the 9th March, the RoC had its 
first two confirmed cases of Covid-19.  Five days later, Cyprus began closing the    
border.  By the 21st March, the RoC Government had suspended flights and closed 
down all hotels and tourist accommodation.  Restaurants, bars, shops, gyms, anywhere 
you could have a gathering of people were closed unless deemed essential.   
 
Understandably, this had a huge impact on RAF Akrotiri, one of the most operationally 
active stations in the British Military.  The usual flow of military personnel in and out 
of the Sovereign Base Areas (SBA) almost completely halted.  The MoD paused all 
new postings until at least the 1st July 2020 so those waiting to move back to the UK 
had to remain on Island.  Units across station were reduced to minimum manning or 
shut down completely.  Operational units were forced to rapidly adapt in order to    
continue delivering their required output. Messes were closed in favour of one large, 
controlled (and uncomfortably hot) field kitchen.  People were limited to a single 
‘essential’ trip per day – usually a shopping trip.  Schools, Bars, Gyms, even the  
beaches were closed along with the addition of a nationwide curfew. 
 
But what am I complaining about? The military is made to adapt to situations like this, 
right?  And who can complain about being given a 2-Star Commander’s direction to 
actively avoid work and stay at home?  After all, we do still live in the Mediterranean 

sunshine. 

But how did 84 Sqn, its personnel and their families cope with these restrictions? Well, 
as a holding Junior Officer, it was a real struggle.  A Flying Officer spending 3 months 
without a drink in the Mess Bar (or any other bar) must be some sort of record.  A   
record I have no intention of trying to break.  However, putting the drinking habits of 
Junior Officers to one side, 84 Sqn was forced to rapidly adapt its processes and      
procedures to maintain operational output. But how?   
 
How do we maintain a 2-meter social distance between a three-person crew in a 2.5-
meter long flying metal box?  Well, you could try dangling one of the crewmen out on 

the winch to increase the social distance.  The repercussions of one very disgruntled 
and windswept crewman when you finally do land might outweigh the initial benefits. 
Crewmen always joke that they do most of the work in the aircraft.  Why not test that 

and leave the pilot in the crew room making overly expensive coffee and complaining 
about inaccurate weather forecasting? 

It was decided, however, that a more pragmatic route would be to accept the             
unavoidable risk of social contact within the aircraft and to scale back the flying      

programme. 84 Sqn’s normal three sortie flying programme using three different crews 
was reduced to two sorties.  By timing the sorties correctly the two working crews 
were able to remain almost completely separate to reduce the transmission risk.  
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Any personnel not supporting flying that day were directed to stay at home where    
possible.  This increased safety of Sqn personnel and offered individuals more          
opportunity to support their families through this difficult time.  The secondary effect 
was turning the Sqn into something resembling a ghost town. 
 
This continued through March and April. 84 Sqn carried on adapting its ways of   
working where necessary and endured through the lockdown.  May and June saw the 
first glimpses of restrictions being lifted.  Initially, this changed very little in terms of 
Sqn operations.  84 Sqn was still maintaining operational output on reduced manning 
and flying.  It was home life that saw an uplift with more freedom to manoeuvre      
outside of the camp. 
 
Slowly but surely restrictions started to relax.  The curfew was removed, select retail 
shops, beaches, schools, bars opened.  By the end of June, the Sqn was almost          
operating as normal – everyone just had to sit further apart in morning brief.  As I write 
this in early July it seems as though we are back to a passably normal Cyprus summer. 
 
Covid-19 affected everyone in one way or another.  84 Sqn was no different.           
Producing operational output with reduced manning and flying is no mean feat. The 
Sqn maintained its Search and Rescue and firefighting capability.  Continued with the 
first Operational Conversion Course being run for one new crewman.  Supported the 
British Forces Cyprus HQ with taskings across the Island. Retained crew competency 
and skill. 
 
The fact that personnel dealt with all of that while balancing the home stresses that 
come from child care with schools closed, reduced freedom, 14-day isolations, out of 
reach family and friends across in the UK makes it even more commendable. 
 
Credit where credit is due, the members of 84 Sqn along with its Cobham engineering 
allies and all the supporting families, delivered all that was required throughout the 
Covid-19 pandemic and they did it all with, at the very least, an adequate sense of    
humour. 
 
Hoot and Roar. 

Eds comment: 

Obviously we expected nothing less? 

 

 

Note From Treasurer 

I have just received a cheque for £30 from John Hammond as a donation towards    

purchasing prizes for the reunion raffle as he and his wife, Jan, are unable to attend. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF 84 SQN IN CYPRUS 
 

84 Sqn has a colourful History here in Cyprus.  It first reformed on 17th Jan 1972 at 
Akrotiri and Nicosia; and for the first time in its History designated as a Rotary Sqn in 
the Search and Rescue (SAR) and short-range tactical transport role’s.  The Sqn was 
equipped with the Westland Whirlwind HAR. 10 Helicopter with ‘A’ Flight being 
based here at Akrotiri whilst ‘B’ Flight were based at Nicosia.  
 
‘A’ Flight’s primary role was SAR, with this carrying on throughout 84 Sqns time at 
Akrotiri.  Even when the Sqn disbanded ‘B’ Flight from Nicosia on 1st March 1982, 
drawing back all its assets into Akrotiri the SAR role remained.  
 
A notable rescue occurred on 17th November 1978 when an American F-4 Phantom 
crashed in the Cape Andreas area near the ‘Pan Handle’ in Northern Cyprus.  The pilot 
suffered fractures to both legs and all 3 of the crew involved in the rescue received   
citations from the American authorities.  Occurrence’s like this were not rare.  The   
following year, on 18th September 1979, a pilot flying the English Electric F6       
Lightning ejected 15 miles south of Akrotiri.  Within 10 minutes of the initial 
‘Mayday’ he had been located and was being winched out of the water, 10 minutes  
later he had been handed over to the medical team waiting for him at the Helipad of 
The Princess Mary Hospital (TPMH), a fantastic display of how quickly the Sqn and 
other Station assets, were able to respond to an emergency situation. 
 
In 1981 the Sqn took its first delivery of Westland Wessex HC.2 to replace the ageing 
Whirlwind and satisfy the RAFs requirement for a general duties helicopter.  For those 
keen-eyed spotters, you will still see an old Whirlwind (model XD184) preserved as 
gate guardian at Akrotiri to mark the retirement of the Sqns first Rotary variant.  For 
those mega spotters you may have also noticed the Ace of Spades on the fin, this is a 
tradition of 84 Sqn Aircraft throughout its History, prior to its inception in Cyprus.  
With the introduction of a total of 5 Wessex Helicopters they were all painted yellow 
with each one receiving an Ace from each suit of cards with the fifth marked with The 
Joker.  This tradition has carried on today with the Ace’s emblazoned on the fins of the 
three Bell Griffin HAR.2 currently on the Sqn. 
 
Within the first few months of its service in 1982 the Wessex received over 50 calls for 
Medevacs.  Whilst a large number of these were from our own military medical 
branch, the Sqn received calls from both the Cypriot and Turkish civil authorities.    
Additionally, the Sqn provided SAR for the Cypriot and Turkish as neither had the  
facilities at that time.  If you thought an earlier example of the Sqns efficiency with the 
Whirlwind was good, in 1982 a crew of the Canberra abandoned their Aircraft in the 
waters.  They were forced to endure 3 whole minutes in the Mediterranean before    
being plucked from the sea by the Sqn in their new Wessex.  11 minutes after ejection 
they were in their hospital beds at TPMH, no small feat by any means. 
 
The Wessex continued to prove to be a fantastic platform for SAR with a plethora of 
rescues conducted throughout its service life with none more notable than the Lebanon 
Crisis of 1983 with 84 Sqn being the first RAF contingent into Beirut acting as the 
‘PATHFINDER’ as well as evacuating the peace-keeping element from the city. 
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In 2003 the Wessex was replaced with the Bell Griffin HAR.2 which has been used to 
this day.  A notable rescue occurred in Dec 09 when a Panamanian cattle ship with  
approx. 25000 sheep and cows on board, along with 25 crew, sank 15 miles off the 
coast of Syria.  The crew didn’t have permission to refuel in Lebanon or Syria which 
meant only 50 minutes on task with refuelling back at Larnaca.  After over 24 hours 
since the ship sank and 40 minutes into one particular search window the crew spotted 
a survivor covered in oil, clinging to a piece of wood.  After a difficult rescue (well oil 
is particularly slippery…) the man was safely on board.  Even more impressive was 
that the Winch Operator had a broken finger (CO’s cup was rougher back then) but he 
came in to assist with the round the clock rescue operation.  This made for a slightly 
less than conventional cabin entry but none the less the man was now safely on board. 
This then meant the decision had to be made to divert to Lebanon for fuel.  After some 
negotiation for fuel the Lebanese fed and watered the crew and survivor before they 
had permission to return to Cyprus.  Not only were the crew able to rescue a survivor 
so long after the ship initially sank but this was the start of good relations with the  
Lebanese that continues to this day with 84 Sqn conducting training their periodically 
ever since.   
 
In addition to the SAR role that has become synonymous with the Sqn the Griffin 
stepped up its Fire-Fighting commitment, an ever-present threat during the hot and arid 
summer months.  Couple that with troop movements, VIP escorts, FP patrols and as 
close to a flying ambulance as you can get and you can see why 84 Sqns future should 
be just as bright as its colourful history.  
 
These extracts are just a drop in the ocean for all that 84 Sqn have been involved in 
over the years, with enough history to fill many a book (trust me I should know, where 
do you think I got all this information from!) So if you want to learn more about the 
RAFs only permanent overseas flying Sqn then pop down and look through the many 
books, articles and newspapers or simply speak to one of the Crew.  
 
 

Another Rescue off Northern Cyprus, Ferry  From Mainland Turkey 78 79 ish 
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EAST BOLDRE WAR MEMORIAL VILLAGE HALL– UPDATE 
 
Last year, the article about our plans for converting East Boldre Village Hall into a 
community hub was entitled, ‘Tales from the Officers’ Mess’. We know the hall was 
built in 1918 on the WW1 military training airfield known as RFC Beaulieu and later, 
RAF Beaulieu. Local folklore tells of the hall being originally used as the Officers’ 
Mess, but recent research suggests it was built as a concert hall by the YMCA, which 
was superseded by the NAAFI. At the north end of the original concert hall, a timber 
barn-like extension was added which more than doubled the seating capacity of the the-
atre. 
 
At the end of WW1, the airfield closed and 148 buildings and their contents, including 
two 10,000-gallon water towers were sold by auction. The concert hall was purchased 
by Mr I Power of Brockenhurst who dismantled the timber extension and removed it to 
Brockenhurst where it was reassembled and used as a Legion Hut. The brick-built part 
of the building was to be demolished but the Vicar of East Boldre, the Rev TJ Draper, 
approached Mr Power to ask if it could remain as a parish hall. Mr Power said he 
would give it to the village if the Forestry Commission would consent to it remaining 
on the forest. In November 1919, the Forestry Commission gave permission on condi-
tion that an annual rent of one shilling was paid. The north end of the hall, which was 
now open to the elements was covered with boards, a kitchen was added, the concrete 
floor was boarded over and the hall was furnished as a parish hall. 
 
For the last 100 years, the building has been used variously as a parish hall, a church 
hall, a cinema, a WI hall and a village hall. During WW2, it was used as a base by the 
local Home Guard. On 11 May 1944, a doodlebug landed near St Paul’s Church, caus-
ing considerable damage. For the next 20 weeks, church services were held in the vil-
lage hall. 
 
During the 1960s, utilitarian flat roof extensions were added to the north, west and part 
of the south sides of the hall. These accommodated a storeroom, an extension to the 
hall, a kitchen, ladies and gents toilets and an improved main entrance. Around this 
time, the roof, which was of timber planks covered with felt, was strengthened and in-
sulated, and covered with pressed aluminium sheets which had the appearance of roof 
tiles. 
 
During the 1980s, a further unsightly extension was built to accommodate football 
changing rooms for East Boldre Football Club. The extension to the south was also en-
larged to accommodate a toilet for disabled people and a small office which has been 
used as a weekly doctor’s drop-in surgery, a meeting room and a consultation room for 
local support counselling. But now the hall is looking tired and in need of some TLC. 
 
Historically, the building is of great interest. Recently, an archaeologist wrote, ‘East 
Boldre Village Hall represents a tangible, non-designated, heritage asset that sits with-
in a larger, surviving, archaeological footprint.  The site itself represents an important 
part of our local and national history, and, due to the relative scarcity of surviving 
structures such as this, particularly within a surviving historic landscape, the village 
hall should be viewed as of regional, if not national, significance.’  
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EAST BOLDRE VILLAGE HALL 
 
In our last article, we explained that owner of our village shop and Post Office plans to 

retire but has been unable to sell his shop as a viable business. A group of villagers 
started a ‘Save Our Shop’ campaign but, when it became clear that the shop was too 
expensive to buy and there were no alternative sites in the village, the campaign floun-
dered. At this point a villager named Guy McNair-Wilson approached us with a bold 

plan to redevelop the village hall to incorporate a community shop and Post Office 
with a pop-up cafe where local people can meet for a chat. The unsightly flat roof ex-
tensions would be demolished and replaced with new extensions that enhance the char-

acter of the area, allow the seating capacity of the theatre to be increased and to provide 
a large space for a viable community shop. Parts of the original concert hall that were 
damaged or removed during the 1960s will be restored and, while the original stage 

will be preserved, the theatre and cinema facilities will be improved. Of course, 84 
Squadron’s crest will be stored safely during construction, and returned to its proper 
place above the stage in time for the grand reopening ceremony, hopefully within the 

next 18-24 months. 

The plans have evolved through a number of public consultations and meetings with 
the National Park planning officers, and on 13 May, we applied for planning permis-
sion. We are delighted to see over a hundred people have written to the planning de-

partment to register their support for the project. Submitting the plan is a key milestone 
in our project.  
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Artist’s impression of the new Community Hub. The old extensions have been replaced 
by new extensions which increase the size of the village hall. The community shop is 
behind the hall. 
 

 
Artist’s impression of the community hub viewed from the car park. You walk past the 
community shop window to get to the main entrance. There is a large, basement     
function room below the shop. 
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Artist’s impression. The main entrance serves both the hall and the shop. Turn left for 
the shop entrance. Go straight on to get to the hall and stage. Turn right for the stairs 
and lift down to the basement function room, kitchen and toilets. 

Artist’s impression. Carefully designed timber slats cover the walls and windows of the 
new extensions. These give the building a rustic, barn-like appearance and, more im-
portantly, they allow plenty of daylight into the building but restrict escaping light to a 
narrow angle, thus reducing light pollution.  
 
Of course, we still have a long way to go. Not only does the hall sit on Crown grazing 
land and a Site of Special Scientific Interest, which brings its own legal and ecological 
challenges, the cost of building it should not be underestimated. For more information 
on our plans to revamp the hall, see http://www.eastboldre.org/hub.html  

http://www.eastboldre.org/hub.html
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In the words of Austin Powers - ‘Allow myself to introduce, myself’  
 

My connection to 84 Squadron began when my dad was posted to RAF Akrotiri in ’84, 
and we lived next door to one of the chaps on the Squadron, a year or so later I started 
work? experience on the Squadron with the permission of Paul and the Mike the O/Cs 
at the time, getting some good flying in, winching off the cliffs and many other tip-top 
adventures.  
 
On returning to the UK I joined the RAF in ’88, alas a training accident cut my service 
very short and was medically discharged late ’89. Not to dwell on that, I looked for  
another career, and ‘fell’ in to working in the music industry as a Roadie thanks to a 
dear chum that worked for Iron Maiden.  I became an assistant drum tech for the UK 
leg of a World Tour, having loved photography I brought with me a very basic Nikon 
camera to get a few snaps as a reminder, a week or so later, I was asked to photograph 
the support band as the photographer failed to turn up, talk about thrown in at the deep 
end! I shot the band and thought nothing more of it until the last night of the tour when 
Dickie Bell, the tour manager asked for me.  
 
Handshakes and a cheeky drinkie with the band and crew we parted and that was 
that…… or so I thought.  The Manager, Rod, liked my images and invited me down to 
London for a meeting, long story short, I became a photographer for the band, shooting 
mainly for The Fan Club, events, gigs and merchandise, taking me around Europe for 
10 years.  In between the gigs I had the pleasure of learning my craft with 2 very tip-
top chaps in the industry, Bailey and O’Neil, who took me under there wings.  I      
continued shooting other international bands and singers and continued in the music 
industry for 16 years working from one extreme to another, including 3 years with 
Smash Hits!!!  For the last 25 or so years we have worked with some great clients    
including Breitling, Haven Holidays and Infiniti to name a few, I have been lucky, 
there has not been much in the industry that I have not photographed, or been a part of, 
including 3 months towards and at the end of The Bosnia Conflict, shooting for The 
U.N. an assignment I will never forget.  
 
I wanted to give something back to The RAF, so I put the feelers out to The RAFBF, 
RAFA and The RAFCT, and have been helping them out, pro bono, for the last 15 
years or so.  Covering events, airshows and PR assignments including stills and video. 
I touched (in a none sexual way) base with The 84 Squadron Association a few seasons 
ago, to see if I could, in a small, way help out with events etc.  It has been my honour 
to have done this, the 100th Anniversary at East Bolder and Cyprus, as well as the last 
4 reunions both in Cyprus and UK.  Even helping out documenting 84 Squadron with 
the last 3 bosses with some Ground to Air photography while over there.  I am now in 
Espania and will be getting back to shooting sport here once things (hopefully) get 
back to normal, whatever that is!! As well as getting some scuba diving in.  It has, and 
will continue to be a pleasure to play a small roll with the Squadron and People that 
make it what it is. Thank you to all that have welcomed me.   
 
Hoot and Roar 
 
Ian ‘Penguin’ Willis - Bentley  
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NEV GRAHAM  
 
Short biopic:- 
 
Completed 22 years in RAF, working on Vulcans, Whirlwinds, Wessex, Seakings and  
Phantoms  Completed 2 tours on 84 Sqd, first from December 74 till September 75 at 
Nicosia.  Then August 77 till August 80 at Akrotiri. 
 
After leaving the mob I joined BAE and worked on Tornados in Saudi for 19 years. 
Now retired and living in Middlesbrough with my wife Jude and our dog Katie. 

Hope to see you in September? 

 
2020 REMEMBRANCE PARADE 

 
“Hello everyone, I hope you are all keeping well.  As the Royal British Legion (RBL) 
point of contact for 84 Squadron Association, I have been asked the question about the 
Remembrance Parade at the Cenotaph this November. Obviously pending the COVID 
19 situation, if this was to go ahead I would like to get a feel for interest and numbers.  
We normally need around 15 personnel minimum to be on parade for the RBL to     
accept our application. 
 
I hope we will all get back to normal soon.  However, it is probably also worth noting 
that hotel accommodation for the weekend in November may be tight/non existent due 
to COVID 19 restrictions still in place 
 

If you would like to attend this year, please could you either email me at your earliest 
convenience at rpmsimpson@yahoo.co.uk or message me on Facebook. 
 
In the meantime  I will talk to the RBL and find out what the ‘COVID 19’ plan is for 
November.  I will update you  all via email in due course. 
 
Stay Safe Everyone 
 
Regards 
 
Rich Simpson 
 

Just a note; The Cenotaph is 100 years old this year! 
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EL ADEM, AUGUST 1955: A TRICKY MOMENT 
 
 
Unless involved in an “emergency” – the official description of the several small wars 
of the 1950s – the average National Serviceman led a fairly uneventful life.  Little was 
required of him but much was available.  Each day was very like the last, until it    
needed a real effort to break the routine.  The exception to this regularity was the     
occasional enormous upheaval of a posting to a different job in a different place.  How 
and by whom these decisions were made was impenetrable to the people involved.  The 
method of doing it was to issue the “postee” with several pieces of paperwork and let 
him get on with it. 
 
Thus it was that I borrowed a bicycle at RAF Idris and went round the station           
collecting signatures until my “blue chit” was complete and I was equipped to obey the 
instruction to return to the Canal Zone, where my presence was awaited, it seemed, by 
216 Squadron.  It was an impossibly hot day when I left on board a very dodgy aircraft 
of Middle East Airlines.  We stood in the shade of a wing as my friends shook hands in 
a very touching little ceremony.  The air hostess, sweating profusely, handed out barley 
sugars to boarding passengers, as they did at that time; the sweets were thought to    
dispel air-sickness. 
 
Then it was a slow flight eastwards across a thousand miles of the Mediterranean and 
the Western Desert.  We stopped for refreshment at Benina, the airfield serving      
Benghazi, and for a meal at El Adem, south of Tobruk.  I shared a table with a fellow-
passenger and two soldiers who were joining us there to go on to Egypt.  
  
One of these was seated opposite me and it soon became apparent from his behaviour 
that he was a little bit different.  He ate with his knife, pushing it well down into his 
throat with each mouthful, and whenever I caught his eye, he would become perfectly 
still but smile in a most disconcerting way, staring me in the eye.  Whether he had a 
genuine problem or was “working his ticket” I had no means of telling, but either way I 
feared that he might stab me with his knife, and turned for reassurance to his          
companion, who bore the insignia of the Royal Army Medical Corps, and who was 
clearly assigned as minder of the patient on his journey towards a fuller medical       
investigation than could be locally offered. 
 
To my horror, the custodian seemed quite as bizarre as the patient.  “Isn’t it hot!” he 
said, “my bottom’s quite moist!”  This was one of those occasions for which the       
expression “I didn’t know where to look” might have been invented. 
 
 
John Walsh 
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Compiled from official National Archive and Service sources, contemporary press   

reports, personal logbooks, diaries and correspondence, reference books, other sources, 
and interviews. 

 
05.02.1941 No. 84 Squadron Blenheim L4833 VA-U  

Fl/Lt. Robert A. Towgood 
 

Operation: Valona-Tepelenë - German transport movements 

Date: 5th February 1941 

Unit: No. 84 Squadron 

Type: Blenheim I 

Serial: L4833 (see note) 

Code: VA-U 

Base: RAF Menedi 

Location: At base, RAF Menedi, Greece 

Pilot: Fl/Lt. Robert Addison Towgood 39603 RAF Age 26. Killed 

Obs: Sgt. R.F. Somerville RAFVR Survived - injured 

W/Op/Air/Gnr: Sgt. Atherton RAFVR Survived 

REASON FOR LOSS: 

Taking off at 07:15 hrs with two other Blenheims from the 
squadron, to bomb German transport moving along the Valone-
Tepelen road. (see map) movements W/Op/Air/Gnr: Sgt. 
Atherton RAFVR Survived 

On return, following damage during the action with failure of 
the port engine, the pilot attempted a single engine landing. 
The propeller severed - coming into the cockpit, killing the pilot. 

The aircraft crashed near the boundary fence of Menedi airfield. 
Although the other two crew members survived, Sgt.         
Somerville suffered extreme shock and had to receive       
treatment. 
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Burial details: 

 
 
 
Fl/Lt. Robert Addison Towgood. 
Phaleron War Cemetery. Grave 
4.A.14. Son of Arthur S. 
Towgood and Mary Ethel 
Towgood, of Oyama, British    
Columbia, Canada. His grave   
inscription reads - contributed by 
relatives at the time:  

"Duty Well Performed." 
 
 
 
 
 

Researched and dedicated to the relatives of this crew with thanks to Antonelos       
Athanasios for the grave photographs. David Gunby and Pelham Temple - 'Bomber 
Losses Middle East and Mediterranean Vol. 1',        
Commonwealth War Graves Commission.   Aircrew Remembered own Archives. 

We were amazed when we received photographs of the Phaleron CWGC War       
Cemetery near Athens, Greece on the wonderful layout and overall condition. Our new 
Greek researcher friend, Mr. Athanasios has taken some great shots for which we are 
extremely grateful. Anybody who would like other photographs of this cemetery are 
invited to contact us. 'To care is to share' is the way forward we feel. 

Note: Various publications have this aircraft listed as L1392- we believe that we have 
the correct details - but as always, open to any new evidence.                                   

With thanks to Jack Brook for confirmation - April 2017. 
 

Compiled from official National Archive and Service sources, contemporary press re-
ports, personal  logbooks, diaries and correspondence, reference books, other sources, 

and interviews. 
 

If you thought the above article relevant to Scorpion News, perhaps I 
could investigate further items of interest to be published at a later 

date.  The inclusion of this was suggested by Terry Butcher.   
Please let me know what you think. 

 
It was copied with permission from “Aircrew Remembered” website. 

 
 

http://aircrewremembered.com/cwgc-explanation.html
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SHORT UPDATE FROM DONCASTER 
 

Fortunately, all are well in our museum community and I hope and pray it will stay that 
way. 

 
We have been closed since mid-March with some of our volunteers starting back last 
week. The Museum trustees have been through all the risk assessments and employ-
ment rules and have created the necessary 'Rules of Engagement' to enable, first the 
volunteers, who are classed as employees, and then the visitors, as and when we are 
allowed to let them back in.  I am also pleased to be able to confirm that SYAM, 
thanks to the various government support schemes, is in a good enough position,      
financially, to carry on from where we left off.  The overall result will be much like 
having stopped all project work for six months and then picking up where we left off. 
 
We had hoped that all the extra work we had put in towards the end of last year would 
enable us to capitalise with substantially increased visitor numbers from the beginning 
of this year (April).  Unfortunately, we shall have to treat it as a 'dry run' and do the 
same towards the end of this year all over again. 

Please give our best wishes to all your fellow members and we hope to be able to    
welcome you back very soon. 

Alan Beattie 

Aeroventure (Home of XP 345) 

South Yorkshire Air Museum 

Request for any information please! 

 
We have had a request from George Hickson’s daughter Sarah asking if anyone knows 
the whereabouts or has any information about an Alan Limbert who was a               
contemporary of Georges.  If anyone knows anything at all would they please let me 
know and I will put them in contact with Sarah. 

Many thanks. 
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The Last Word 

"I had a rose named after me and I was very flattered. But I was not pleased to read the 
description in the catalogue:  "No good in a bed, but fine against a wall".   
 
Eleanor Roosevelt, first lady and activist. speech (c1960-62) 
 
President. 
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Memory from Virginia Adams of Times Gone Bye 
 
 
From 1957 to 1964, Peter and Virginia Adams lived at Lydd in Kent and during this 
time Peter worked for Silver City Airlines. 
 
During 1959 several events were held to commemorate the 50 years since the first 
cross-channel flight and, in July one was the arrival at Ferryfield of a replica Bleriot 
from Calais, built and flown by Monsier Jean Salis. The landing was watched with in-
terest as apparently the machine had No Brakes! He was greeted by quite a crowd of 
well wishers.  Perhaps he preferred not to return the same way? As the aircraft was  
dismantled by Silver City engineers, loaded on to a Bristol Superfreighter and flown 
back to France. 
 
Also, that year the Daily Mail newspaper offered a prize of £5,000 to the person who 
could travel fastest between London and Paris (or vice versa)  Stirling Moss took part  
in the race, with a Silver City aircraft involved; and there were a number of other     
entrants.  I believe it was won by a RAF team using Police motorbikes and a Hawker 
Hunter aircraft.  (Somewhat quicker than the Bristol Freighter No doubt). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  Bleriot Monoplane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   Bristol Superfreighter  
   of Silver City Airlines 



Scorpion News 

34 

 
 


