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FOREWARD BY THE CHAIRMAN 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
Firstly, Happy New Year!  I write this on the first day of the “new” National Lock-
down.  The year 2020 certainly was a year to forget.  With constant reminders of the 
pandemic everywhere, on the one hand it seems very real but, on the other, with no  
direct experience of the virus amongst my family and friends it seems quite remote.      
I am extremely grateful for having no direct experience and hope if your lives have 
been touched by the effects of the pandemic you have managed to get support and help 
from loved ones and friends. 
 
Whilst our reunion in September was, of course, cancelled you will read elsewhere in 
this edition reports from your Committee that would otherwise have been given at our 
AGM.  If you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch.   
 
The Association highlight during the second half of 2020 was, undoubtedly, our VJ75 
service held at the National Memorial Arboretum on what would have been our        
reunion weekend.  Whilst I appreciate that not many of you were able to join us, I hope 
you will enjoy reading about the event elsewhere in this edition.  For myself, it was a 
very moving day.  It was a great honour to have Mick Girlow, a member of the   
Squadron in 1944, with us.  His presence greatly added to the gravitas of the occasion.  
It was also a privilege to have Ron Hesketh officiate at the service.  Ron was a great 
support to the Squadron, as Akrotiri’s Station Padre, in my time as OC when Peter  
Barwell was killed along with two medical orderlies in the accident involving XS518 
in November 1986.  Ron went on to become RAF Chaplain in Chief and officiated at 
the ceremony at Akrotiri when the Squadron were presented with their current     
Standard.  I think we did the memory of our fallen colleagues proud that day and I felt 
honoured to be part of it. 
 
Looking forward, its hard to know whether our lives will ever be quite the same again 
but I guess most of us will not take for granted the freedoms we all enjoyed,              
pre-pandemic.  I do hope you are able to stay safe, happy and well and let’s hope we 
are able to gather to mark the first anniversary of our 30th year as an Association in  
October!  All the signs are that with the covid vaccine being rolled out as I write, we 
will and, I think, we should make every effort to make it one of the best reunions yet! 
 
Our editor, Trevor, found out I had visited the South Yorkshire Air Museum in      
Doncaster between Lockdowns in September.  Having confirmed with the Museum 
that they would be open, Dorothy and I were met, on arrival, by the Chairman of the 
Museum Alan Beattie.  Alan and his staff made us very welcome and we were        
conducted on a guided tour of the site on the edge of the former RAF Doncaster.  It  
really is a fascinating museum and they have one of “our” Whirlwinds as you will see 
elsewhere in this edition.  I would thoroughly recommend a visit if you are in the area 
and would like to thank Alan and his staff for their time and welcome that day. 
 
With my very best wishes, Paul 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Dear all, welcome to the first edition of 2021, it is the 3rd of January and really I   
haven't been out much since March 2020.  I suppose, I am in good company and many 
of you are in a similar situation.  All I can hope for is that this year will be safer and 
more productive than last year.  Christmas was very different and quiet last year, I had 
no dressing up and entertaining the children, no visitors around the house.  Within ten 
minutes of the announcement of my area going into tier four the other night, I had    
received two emails and a text message from the NHS telling me I am still on the     
endangered species list and to stay at home.  All I am going out for is to take our       
Tri Paw out for a lonely walk, but at least I am still here to tell the tale. 
 
Anyway, enough of that story.  I hope you will find something of interest in this edition 
as it has not been easy getting suitable information and stories for you.  Therefore, 
whilst I am here, please, if you have an interesting tale to tell please send it to me and I 
will get it out to everyone.  Also if you are aware of anyone passing away or moving 
address etc please try and let me know as it is very important that we keep a track of all 
these events. 
 
How things can change in the space of one day! On Sunday I was quite happy poddling 
about in the garden etc, so Monday I decided to chop some sticks to fill up my bin.  
What a mistake, I was sitting a block and chopping on another one and leaned forward 
to pick up some wood, then BANG.  I collapsed to the floor and every muscle seized 
up and I couldn't move.  Last time it happened was June 2019 and I ended up in       
Peterborough, well with things the way they are at present I thought “No Way”.       
Anyway Jill managed to get me in and onto the bed (not an easy task). So we then 
spent 20 minutes on the phone to a registrar at the GP’s explaining that I didn't want 
half a dozen different types of Opiates.  Anyway, daughter went and collected the meds 
and I was confined to bed, guess what? I’m still here.  Contrary to what you see on the      
television it’s not easy to use a laptop in bed! 
 
So please enjoy this issue, as it has taken a lot of pain to get it out on time, thank you. 
 
Trevor 
 
THIS MAY HELP YOU TO DEAL WITH LOCKDOWN !!!!!!!!!! 
 
 

GOOD NEWS 
 

 

Just heard a Doctor on TV saying that during this period of isolation while staying at 
home we should focus on inner peace!  To achieve this we should always finish things 
we start and we all could use more calm in our lives... I looked around here and found a 
few things I'd started and hadn't finished, so I finished off a bottle of Merlot, a bottle of 
Chardonnay, a bodle of Baileys, a butle of wum, tha mainder of Valiumun srciptuns, an 
a box a chocletz. Yu haf no idr how feckin fablus I feel rite now. Sned this to all who 
need inner piece. An telum u luvum. And two hash yer wands, stafe day avrybobby  
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84 SQUADRON ASSOCIATION  
ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 2020 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
Your Association Committee met, using Zoom, on 16th August primarily to decide 
whether we should go ahead with our reunion or cancel it for this year.  As you know, 
we reluctantly made the decision to cancel.  The Committee went on to discuss our 
agenda items which we do annually before the AGM. 
 
With regard to the AGM, we felt that a Zoom AGM meeting could be problematic and 
frustrating for participants and it is a fact that not all our membership are happy with 
this technology.  On balance, we took the view that the membership would be happy if 
we continued in post until the AGM next year. 
 
I have asked that each Committee member who would have given you a report at the 
AGM do so in this edition of Scorpion News. 
 
If any of you are unhappy with the intent of the above please email me direct at 
paulgcritchley@live.co.uk or call me on 01256 765964. 
 
I hope you are all keeping safe and well and look forward to less uncertain times when 
we might be able to resume our normal lives and social interaction. 
 
Paul Critchley 

CHAIRMANS ADDRRESS 
I see my role as one of providing leadership and co-ordination of the work of your 
Committee who continue to undertake outstanding work on behalf of our members in 
the spirit of 84 Squadron.  I would like to thank them all for their efforts.                 
Notwithstanding the effects of the pandemic, I have a number of additional items to 
report as below: 
 
ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION: 
I have led the work to bring the Association Constitution up to date.   It has been    
commented on and reviewed by the Committee and is available on the Association web 
site.  The changes to the Constitution have been mainly editorial, deleting Royal Flying 
Corp for example, but I would draw your attention to the Full Membership section.  
You will see that Full membership is now at the discretion of the Committee and we 
have introduced Affiliated Membership.  The intent is that a Full member nominates a 
“significant other” typically a wife, husband or partner as their Affiliated Member.  
That way, in the event of the death of the Full Member, the Association can stay in 
touch with the Affiliated member for as long as they wish.  The Constitution now also 
includes Terms of Reference for each of the Committee posts. 
The revised Constitution will be presented at the next AGM for ratification by the 
membership. 
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RAF PEACE CEMETARY HINAIDI (Ma'Asker Al Raschid RAF Cemetery)   
 
In my Foreword to Scorpion News in December 2019 I reported that the Committee 
had been approached by an Author of early Military aviation books, Stephen Johnson, 
who had become aware of an abandoned RAF cemetery at Hinaidi, Iraq.  Royal Air 
Force Hinaidi was an RAF station near Baghdad and was operational from 1922 until 
1938.  Five of the men buried at Hinaidi are 84 Squadron personnel.  I wrote, on the 
Associations behalf, to both the MOD and Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
(CWGC) asking that they should arrange to secure and restore the graves and        
Cemetery.  As seems to be usual, the MOD ignored my letter and the CWGC claimed 
that the graveyard was not their responsibility as it was an inter war graveyard.  Since 
then, I have stayed in touch with Steve Johnson and we have mapped out a range of 
options to lobby to improve the situation.  It seems that a turning point was reached 
recently with the appointment of a new UK Ambassador in Bagdad.  In August I      
received news that two contracts are in the process of being set up.  The first contract is 
for the erection of a block wall around the perimeter of the cemetery, with screed     
applied to try and replicate the appearance of the original cemetery wall.  The other 
contract is for the ongoing basic maintenance of the cemetery.  Part of the first contract 
will be to re-position the existing access road that runs diagonally across the south-
eastern corner of the cemetery before construction of the wall can commence. 

Photograph of the Cemetery taken about 1933 
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As the Chairman, and looking forward over future decades, it seems to me that all 
Squadron Associations are likely to suffer from reducing membership numbers.  This, 
in turn, may well lead to many not being able to continue.  We are fortunate compared 
to many in having a “live” Squadron and have enjoyed the benefit of supportive OC 
84s for the last few years.  Nevertheless, I have made initial contact with the RAF    
Association to see whether they might accept the role of an umbrella organisation for 
Squadron Associations in the future.  That said, the RAFA are now fully committed to 
veteran’s wellbeing during the pandemic and I will not continue that work until the 
worst of the pandemic’s effects are over. 
 

If you have any questions or points about my report, please get in touch. 
 

Paul Critchley           

 
 
 
 
 

Photograph of the Cemetery taken  March 2020 

I am sure you are as shocked as I was to see these photographs but, given the situation 
in that part of the world, not surprised.   I will keep you informed of progress.  We 

may yet need an all-Association effort if the MOD drag their feet.  Although a difficult    
situation in a dangerous part of the world, there can be no excuse for allowing this   
desecration to continue.  
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REUNIONS AND VISITS SECRETARY REPORT 
 
 
Along with the rest of the world we had been considering the pandemic situation and 
its effects with regards to the 2020 reunion.  Your committee decided that it was not 
viable to hold a reunion this year.  As we approached the autumn quite a few members 
contacted me and stated that even if we decided to go ahead they would be unable to 
attend for a variety of health reasons.  At the start of August we were down to just over 
50 attendees (the hotel requires a minimum of 70 to attend for use of the Lakeside & 
memorabilia room to be free of charge).  At the time the hotel’s guidance on Covid 19 
safety arrangements was that there could only be a maximum of two households per 
table.  In most cases this would mean just four people per table at the dinner and in the 
case of “singlies” as few as two.  The hotel told me that they knew of nothing in the 
near future that suggested this would change.  We considered that this wasn’t the way 
84 did things.  
 
We didn’t take this decision lightly and hoped that we would be emerging from lock-
down with something to look forward to that celebrated the 30th anniversary of the  
official forming of the Association, but it was not to be.  In 2021 our usual last week-
end in September slot has already been booked by an event that takes over the whole 
hotel.  Therefore the 2021 reunion will still be held at Albrighton Hall Hotel but over 
the weekend 1-3rd October.  Please ensure that you avoid clashing with these dates 
when you book your Caribbean cruises and then hopefully we will have a reunion    
befitting of the traditions of the Squadron and Association next year.  
 
Mike Chapple brought to everybody’s awareness the fact that on the 17th January 
2022, 84 Squadron will have completed fifty years continuous service at RAF Akrotiri. 
Mike was there in 1972.   At a recent meeting with the new OC 84, Sqn Ldr Jean-Marc 
David, he generously extended an invitation to the Association to take part in whatever 
celebrations would be taking place to mark the occasion.  There will be further         
information evolving which we will pass on to all members as we approach the event 
but I’m sure you will agree that in a year of “doom & gloom” this is something to    
really look forward to. 
 
Derek Whittaker 
 
 



Scorpion News 

10 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
 

Normally, you would have received the financial report at the annual reunion in       
September 2020 but, as that was not to be, here it is: 
 

Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2020 
 

 

 
 
 

 2020  2019 

Income    

Subscriptions 390.00  325.00 

Income from Reunion 608.00  593.41 

Donations 30.00  25.00 

Sales 98.00   

    

Total income 1126.00  943.41 

    

    

Expenditure    

Reunion costs 759.90  515.28 

Scorpion News 146.58  75.50 

Merchandise & Badges 305.50  188.10 

Archives 92.00   

Wreathes 110.26  25.00 

Cyprus visit 519.34   

Web site 95.00   

    

Total Expenditure 2028.58  803.88 

    

Surplus / Loss for the year -902.58  139.53 

    

Total net assets    

    

Opening balance 5431.30  5291.77 

Surplus / Loss for the year -902.58  139.53 

    

Closing balance 4528.72  5431.30 
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The accounts remain in a healthy position despite our best efforts to reduce them.  
 
The reunion costs included £264 for the table runners and printed napkins.  We have 
enough napkins for around 5 reunions and the table runners can be used until they fall 
apart – which could be a long way off…  
 
I now have a stock of Association merchandise - hats, t-shirts etc which will be   
available at the next reunion. 
 
A £1000 budget was set for transport and a commemorative gift at the last Cyprus 
visit in 2019 but we only managed to spend £519.34 as the Squadron were able to  
arrange mini buses at no cost to us.  We thanked them by treating the Squadron to a 
night out at Chris Kebab in Akrotiri village. 
 
For the first time, we have had to pay for the Association website hosting as our  
sponsorship has run out.  This will continue at around £95 per year for as long as we 
have the site. 
 
For those of you who pay your membership subscription annually by standing order, 
can you please amend our bank details to ensure your fee goes to our new account at 
Lloyds. 
 
Sort Code 30-90-09 
 
Account number 49745360 
 
Brian Dixon 

 
 

SCORPION NEWS EDITOR 
 

I hope you all enjoy reading the association magazine.  If anyone has any suggestions 
about the magazine please get in touch, these might be; make the letters bigger, more 
pictures, more/less humorous bits, change the format completely, whatever.  The only 
thing I would like is that if any one of you move house, change email addresses etc 
please let me or the Secretary know so we don’t send information to the wrong ad-
dress.  Also, if any of you are aware of the passing of a member please get in touch as 
soon as possible with someone on the committee.  The other thing I would ask is that, 
You the members send stories, factual or fictitious or anything else that you would 
like to share with other members, as it is very difficult to solicit material suitable for 
publication that people would find interesting.  All I can say is, that I do my best to 
entertain you, and would be happy to serve another 12 months as editor unless some-
one would like to take over the mantle? 
 
Trevor Wright 
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ASSOCIATION ARCHIVEIST 
 
It’s been a bit of a slim pickings year for 2020, with very few acquisitions.  However, 
there is one item that stands head and shoulders above all of the years purchases.  It is a 
small unassuming envelope postmarked 9 10 17 at Beaulieu, addressed to a Captain R 
H Mayo 84 Squadron RFC with the name A J Mayo in the bottom L/H corner.  It was 
re-directed to Lillebourne with a partial army post stamp number 250.  It is rare to be 
able to obtain such material at the best of times, however, the rest of the story may be 
of interest as some of the members may have already made the connection. 
 
Captain Mayo was a flight commander on the squadron during training, but was denied 
serving at the front due to his aeronautical engineering expertise (at age 24 he was the 
head of the experimental department at the Royal Aircraft Factory before the war) fast 
forward to what was called the Golden age of aviation, Major Mayo was the Technical 
General Manager with Imperial Airways.  The primary long range airliner at the time 
was the Shorts flying boat, but there was a requirement for a fast Mail plane to deliver 
post in a timely manner.  In conjunction with Sidney Gouge of Short Brothers.  The 
Short-Mayo Composite was born.  The Concept was for a modified Short Empire class 
4 engined flying boat to 'piggyback' a smaller 4 engined seaplane which would be 
launched after the composite had reached a set height and distance. 
 
The concept was built and on the 5th of September 1937 the first flight took place.  In 
service, the Composite now named Maia (lower part) and Mercury (upper part) flew its 
first service from Foynes (Ireland) to Montreal piloted by Captain Don Bennet (later of 
Pathfinders fame during the Second World War).  In October the Mercury, with     
Captain Bennet in charge, established a world record for a seaplane by flying from 
Dundee to Alexander Bay South Africa, a distance of 6,045 miles, a record that still 
stands today. 
 
Major Mayo remained with Imperial Airways until 1945 after which he took on various 
roles including the chairmanship of the Air league of the British Empire and Vice   
President of the FAI.  He Died on the 26th February 1957 at the age of 66. 

Short Mayo Composite. Credit Air Team Images 
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A FEW TRUE FACTS 

1. In the 1400s a law was set forth in England that a man was allowed to beat his wife with a 
stick no thicker than his thumb. 
 
Hence we have 'the rule of thumb.' 
 
2. Many years ago in Scotland , a new game was invented. It was ruled 'Gentlemen Only... 

Ladies Forbidden'... and thus the word GOLF entered into the English language. 
 
3. Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king from history: 
 
Spades - King David, 
 
Hearts - Charlemagne, 
 
Clubs -Alexander the Great, 
 
Diamonds - Julius Caesar 
 
4. In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed frames by ropes.  When you pulled 
on the ropes the mattress tightened, making the bed firmer to sleep on. Hence the phrase......... 
'goodnight, sleep tight.' 

 
5. It was the accepted practice in Babylon 4,000 years ago that for a month after the wedding, 
the bride's father would supply his son-in-law with all the mead he could drink. 
Mead is a honey beer and because their calendar was lunar based, this period was called the 
honey month, which we know today as ‘the honeymoon.’ 
 
6. In English pubs, ale is ordered by pints and quarts... 
So in old England, when customers got unruly, the bartender would yell at them 'Mind your 
pints and quarts, and settle down.' 
It's where we get the phrase 'mind your P's and Q's' 
 
7. Many years ago in England, pub frequenters had a whistle baked into the rim or handle of 
their ceramic cups.  When they needed a refill, they used the whistle to get some service. 
'Wet your whistle' is the phrase inspired by this practice. 
 
8. In 1696, William III of England introduced a property tax that required those living in   
houses with more than six windows to pay a levy.  In order to avoid the tax, house owners 
would brick up all windows except six.  (The Window Tax lasted until 1851, and older houses 
with bricked-up windows are still a common sight in the U.K.)  As the bricked-up windows 
prevented some rooms from receiving any sunlight, the tax was referred to as               
“daylight robbery”! 

 
9.    Since 1962, Spurs fans have said they are going to win the league at the start of every  
football season, hence the phrase ‘deluded Pillock’. 

So now you know! 
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THE TRADITION CONTINUES 
 
 
As one of the most historic Squadrons in the Royal Air Force, the last remaining 
Search and Rescue (SAR) unit in UK Defence, the Scorpions of 84 Sqn are beset with 
traditions; none more so than the airborne formation handover that signifies the change 
of command.  Dating back to Jan 1917, the Sqn left Blighty in September of that year 
and was never to return – the only Sqn to have served continuously overseas.  During 
its lifetime, the mighty 84 was a Fighter Sqn during WW1, a Bomber Sqn during 
WW2, a Transport Sqn post war and finally, a SAR Sqn since arriving at RAF Akrotiri 
in Jan 1972.  Specialising in SAR for the past 48 years, the Sqn also conducts Fire 
Fighting missions along with vital Force Protection of the Sovereign Base Areas and 
Support Helicopter tasking.  
  
On 8th October 2020 Sqn Ldr JM David, a former 2IC of the Sqn, took to the skies in 
the venerable Griffin HAR 2 helicopter whilst at the controls of the second aircraft was 
the outgoing Officer Commanding, Sqn Ldr Al Ross.  The pair flew in low level      
formation around the Western Sovereign Base Area, with Sqn Ldr JM David’s         
helicopter providing mutual support whilst the lead aircraft conducted simulated      
tactical troop insertions.  The formation then flew up to the top of Troodos to marvel at 
the majestic views of the island before descending back down to Kouris Dam where, as 
tradition dictates, the exchange of command took place: 
  
Sqn Ldr Al Ross “Cleared to over take on the right, you have the lead” 
Sqn Ldr JM David “I have the lead, I have command” 
  
With the change of command compete the pair flew back to Akrotiri, led around the 
peninsula and Southern Cliffs by the new Officer Commanding before a recovering for 
a formation landing at Scorpion dispersal.  For Sqn Ldr Ross this marked the end of his 
time on island and the obligatory Sqn send off – a soaking by the Fire section.  For Sqn 
Ldr David, the start of a journey to ensure the survival of the Sqn and to uphold the 
spirit, and ‘joie de vivre’ of the 84 Sqn family: 
  
“It is an absolute honour and privilege to serve once more on the finest Sqn in Her 
Majesty’s Royal Air Force.  The professionalism and excellence of the whole Sqn is 
second to none.  They say home is where the heart is and my heart is very much with 
84.  Hoot ‘n Roar!” 
  
Best regards 
  
JM 
  
Sqn Ldr JM David BSc (Hons) RAF 
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FORMATION TAKE OFF 

 

FORMATION LANDING 
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Down to Kouris Dam  

 
Where, as tradition  

dictates, the exchange of 
command is about to  

take place: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The exchange of command 
takes place: 

  
Sqn Ldr Al Ross  

“Clear to over take on the 
right,  

you have the lead” 
 

Sqn Ldr JM David  
“I have the lead, I have 

command” 
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GLASS OF BUBBLY FOR THE NEW BOSS! 

THE OBLIGATORY SOAKING FOR  PREVIOUS BOSS 
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A man and a woman were having a quiet, romantic dinner in a fine        
restaurant. 
They were gazing lovingly at each other and were holding hands. 
The waitress, taking another order at a table a few steps away, suddenly 
noticed the woman slowly sliding down her chair and under the table - but 
the man stared straight ahead.  The waitress watched as the woman slid all 
the way down her chair and out of sight under the table. Still, the man 
stared straight ahead. 
 
The waitress, thinking this behaviour a bit risqué and worried that it might 
offend other diners, went over to the table and, tactfully, began by saying 
to the man 
 
"Pardon me, sir, but I think your wife just slid under the table." 
The man calmly looked up at her and said,  
"No, she didn't. She just walked in." 

Departing OC, Squadron Leader Al Ross Receiving his Copy of 
Scorpion Sting, Presented by Incoming OC Squadron Leader Jean 

Marc David, On Behalf of 84 Association Re-Establishing a        
Tradition Started By Our Late President Arthur Gill. 



Scorpion News 

 

19 

 



Scorpion News 

20 

THE STORY OF MY GRANDFATHER: 
 

LEADING AIRCRAFTSMAN HERBERT BEARDSHAW No: 643141  
MEMBER 84 SQUADRON R.A.F   P.O.W. NUMBER 2451 

 
 

This is his story: 

 
He left Sandakan with group Six at the beginning of February on the death march.  
Group Six was a mixture of both British and Australians and was carrying a huge 
amount of baggage.  This slowed them down and were almost overtaken by Group 
Seven, which was the group that had Bill Moxham one of the survivor’s in.  He        
reported that two British and two Australians made a break from Group Six and made 
an escape. 
 
Beardshaw and Gunner Bois Roberts made a break 12 Kilometres (about 8 miles) west 
of the Celio River, which was at about the halfway mark on the track.  It is near the 
present day village of Bauto.  They were ill (malaria, enteritis etc) and realised that if 
they kept going they would meet the same fate as those who had been killed that day 
for not being able to keep up.  They left the column on 14th February, along with the 
two Australians, Fuller and Dawson (also known as Molde).  The Australians were 
seen and shot at, Dawson was hit in the elbow. 
 
The British pair headed for the Labuk River, the Australians fled east.  The Japanese 
did not stop to search for them.  Three days later the English POW’s were found hiding 
in the jungle near Telupid village by the headman, Hussen.  Telupid village, in those 
days, was on the eastern back of the Telupid River where it joined the Labuk.  They 
told him there were two Australians who had also escaped.  The headman found them 
about a mile or so up the Telupid river, not far from the village. 
 
However, as there was a Jap camp on the opposite bank, the headman explained to 
Dawson, who understood some Malay, that it was too risky to keep them at the village 
and handed them over to the headman (Onsi) at the Kemansi village, about a kilometre 
or so away on the other side of the Labuk to the east and therefore safer. 
 
As Kemansi village was prone to visits by the Japanese, the villagers (about 20       
families) built the escapees a small hut in the jungle.  Their physical condition was to 
poor for them to move on, and as the only food available was Tapioca, which has a low 
nutritional value, they became weaker.  The Japanese were taking food from the       
village, so there was not much to be shared.  The villagers did what they could, but had 
few resources and the four died over the ensuing weeks. Roberts, Molde and Fuller in 
March and then Beardshaw in April.  Exact date is not known.  The villagers buried 
them and marked the spots. 
 
One of the men had a diary, but unfortunately it was used for latrine paper.  The four 
also signed a statement to say that they would each pay their rescuers 400 if they 
reached Allied lines.  This note was handed over to the investigators. Which is how we 
know about the rest of the story. 
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Because of this statement, their remains were recovered and reburied in Labuan War 
Cemetery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LABUAN WAR CEMETERY MALASIA  

If anyone knows or can find out any more information about Herbert, please let me 
know and I will put you in contact with author and donor of the above.  Please! 
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 Some More Tales From 50 Years Ago 
 
Corrour is the highest railway station in the UK, on the stunning West Highland Line 
as it crosses Rannoch Moor.  I have been there once, not by rail but by helicopter.  At 
the time I was stationed at RAF Leuchars on SAR standby, and on 29 August 1970 we 
were scrambled to Corrour flying Whirlwind 10 XJ723, with myself as pilot, Flt Lt 
Ken Lloyd as navigator and winch operator, along with FS Dinty More as winchman.  
The entry in my log book simply states “Scramble to Ben Alder – dead climber”. 
 
One of the Scottish mountain rescue teams (MRT) was on the case, and had located an 
HQ at Corrour station with team members already out on Ben Alder east of the station 
looking for a missing climber.  We flew first to Corrour to liaise with the MRT and I 
landed at the station across the line because it was firm and stable as opposed to the 
surrounding moor.  Having shut down and started talking to MRT members, the     
station mistress came rushing over to tell me in no uncertain terms that I was to move 
the helicopter because a train was due!  I dutifully obliged, lifted off and found what I 
thought to be some solid ground and shut down again.  Having finished talking with 
the MRT I looked back at XJ723 to see that the ADF aerials on the nose were almost 
touching the ground and the main wheels were slowly sinking into the bog.  A very 
quick start up was executed, with luckily no ground resonance tendencies, and we 
rushed off towards Ben Alder to assist with the search.   
 
On arrival we found that the MRT had just located the missing climber, who           
unfortunately had died on the mountain.  We landed on, the body bag was loaded, and 
along with a few of the MRT members allowed by the helicopter all-up-weight we 
flew back to Corrour to offload.  By then we had consumed about half our usable fuel 
so I was able to fly back out to Ben Alder to pick up some more of the MRT to save 
them the long walk back in.  One member climbed on board to be joined very quickly 
by his faithful search and rescue dog who was determined not to be left on the    
mountain!  Total time for the sortie was 2 hours 20 minutes. 
 
Just one month later, on 30 October 1970, again in Whirlwind XJ723, an entry in my 
log book states “Scramble to “Hereford Express” off Sanda Island, Kintyre”.  The 
Hereford Express was a small livestock carrier ship en route from Northern Ireland to 
Glasgow with 50 cattle on board destined for slaughter.  She had run aground in bad 
weather on Sanda Island just south of the Mull of Kintyre.  The Whirlwind crew   
consisted of myself, with Flt Lt Brian Towler as navigator and winch operator and Flt 
Sgt Bill Jackson as winchman.  We landed at RAF Machrihanish with its 10000 ft 
runway, the longest runway I had come across in my Service career at that time.  I 
mention this because the very last fixed-wing sortie I had flown in the RAF before 
that was in a single seat Hunter F6 at RAF Chivenor with its 6000 feet runway, and at 
the end of that sortie I had used more than the accepted length of runway to come to a 
stop; but that’s another story!   
 
At Machrihanish we met the ship’s captain to discuss the situation of the cattle on 
board his ship.  The captain also informed us that just 2 weeks previously a new radio 
had been fitted to the ship, worth somewhere around £2000 if I recall correctly, which 
was fully insured.  More of that later.  We then flew to the ship and Bill Jackson was 
winched on board to meet a few local keepers from the Sanda Island lighthouse.   
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Between them and with a great deal of effort and time they managed to persuade one 
steer up from the hold, onto the deck, over the side and into the sea.  The animal then 
proceeded to swim back in the direction of Ireland!  We flew around the steer enough 
times to turn it round and get it to make landfall on Sanda Island, up to its neck in    
water at high tide.  We subsequently found out that the tide eventually went down, 
leaving the steer to be “rescued” by the local lighthouse keepers/coastguards and     
divided up into steaks. 
 
Something had to be done about the remaining cattle on board, and somebody decided 
that, as they were on their way to the slaughterhouse anyway, they could be shot.  As a 
qualified RAF marksman (!) Bill Jackson volunteered to carry out the task, and we 
flew back to Machrihanish to pick up an SLR rifle and ammunition from the armoury.  
Back to the ship, Bill was winched back on board, where he proceeded to attempt to 
humanely kill a steer or two.  Imagine the scene; a ship aground rolling in the heavy 
swell, Bill leaning over the side of the hold, the bullets going ping, ping, ping as they 
ricocheted around the hold, missing all the cattle.  Eventually we picked up a vet from 
Prestwick I believe who was winched on board with the necessary weapon to get close 
to the animals and humanely put them out of their misery.  You can perhaps also      
imagine that all these activities had fired up the interest of our animal-loving general 
public, and my one abiding memory of the whole incident is a front page picture in the 
next day’s Scottish Daily Express of Bill Jackson in his crewman’s rubber suit with a 
fag hanging from his lips and nonchalantly holding an SLR rifle! 
 
After an overnight stop at RAF Machrihanish we flew back to the Hereford Express on 
a mission to recover the ship’s radio “offered” to us by the captain, to be sold as a 
boost to the Flight’s coffee swindle.  I cannot remember why but we had been joined at 
Machrihanish by 3 groundcrew, who joined us for the dastardly deed.  By this time the 
ship was rocking and rolling, leaning by at least 30 degrees, probably more, a gale was 
blowing and the sea state was rough.  I was very apprehensive about winching onto the 
ship, but decided to give it a go with strict instructions that the groundcrew, suitably 
equipped with spanners for removing radios, had a maximum of 20 minutes to carry 
out the task before being winched off again.  They were all safely winched back on 
board, but to my dismay and disappointment they came without the radio but with a 
collection 45 records, an anorak or two, and a bacon slicing machine!  So much for 
boosting coffee swindle funds. 
 
After another night stop it was time to fly back home to RAF Leuchars.  RAF   
Machrihanish was well known in those days as a source of both fresh and frozen fish, 
and many a fixed-wing landaway from around the UK was planned via the station.  
Not to be outdone we also loaded up with a pile of fish suitably distributed around the 
cabin, but it was difficult to judge the exact weight of it all.  Consequently with all the 
fish, plus 3 aircrew and 3 groundcrew on board, we had to be low on fuel, and had to 
refuel at Glasgow Airport on our way home to Leuchars.  All in all we flew a total of 7 
hours 50 minutes over 3 very varied and exciting days SAR. 
 
Mike Chapple 



Scorpion News 

24 

AKROTIRI  REMEMBRANCE  PARADE 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March On The Standard! 
 

A Very Different Look This Year Due To Corona Virus?  

Standard Bearer: 
Flt Lt Josh Wilcock 

84 Sqd Pilot 

Attending The Service Of Remembrance: Akrotiri Station Commander Gp Capt Nikki Thomas. 
From The Squadron: Flt Lt Josh Wilcock, FS Jay Pickett, WO1 Andy Matthews (our Ops Officer 
but also representing the Navy) Plus Sqd Ldr J.M. David OC 84 Sqd. Only 75 Personnel in Total. 



Scorpion News 

 

25 

Salute From Boss After The Wreath Laying 

Three More Images From Remembrance Day 
At The Wessex Memorial to Cpl Shaun Liddell  

A Wreath Was Laid In His Memory By WO Paul Davies 
Also In Attendance:  Flt Lt Josh Wilcock, FS Jay Pickett, WO1 Andy 
Matthews (our Ops Officer but also representing the Navy)  
Plus Sqd Ldr J.M. David OC 84 Sqd. 
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WO Paul Davies 

Current WO Engineering 
Next to Memorial Stone  

Dedicated To 84 Squadron 
and Cpl Liddell 

 
Also In View 
The Mighty  

Ex 84 Sqd Wessex 
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Association Pays Tribute To 84 Squadron 
As printed in the RAF News November 13 2020 

A COMMEMORATION at the  
National Memorial Arboretum was 
held by 84 Squadron Association to 
honour those who had served on 
the squadron in the Far East from 
January 1942 onwards. The    
squadron suffered many losses  
during World War II and up to 450 
members were taken as prisoners of 
war.  The former Chaplain-in Chief 
of the RAF, The Venerable Ron 
Hesketh, officiated and two wreaths 
were laid. The first, on behalf of the 
current 84 Sqn, was placed by 
Christopher ‘Mick’ Girlow, now 
102, (pictured, inset) who served 
on 84 Sqn from July 1942 onwards 
as a Wireless Operator. The second 
wreath was placed by Jane and 
Robyn Lisle, the daughter and 
granddaughter of Wg Cdr Arthur 

Gill, who became OC 84 Sqn        
towards the end of WWII. P a u l 
Critchley, the A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s 
Chairman, opened the ceremony 
with a brief history of 84 Sqn’s Far 
East involvement. Association    
President Mr Brendan Cottrell     
concluded the event, reading the 
names of 10 of the PoWs who      
regularly attended the 84 Sqn annual 
reunions, followed by the Kohima 
Epitaph. A spokesman for the        
association said: “Despite the Covid 
restrictions the setting and the    
commemoration created a fitting 
tribute to every member of 84 Sqn 
who ‘Gave Their Today’ in the Far 
East.  
Jane to the left showing the  
84 Squadron  Pennant 
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A Few Images From The Day At The Arboretum 

Well Done Mick 
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A Few More Images 
Referred to in The 

Text 

 
 
 

Many Thanks To 
Derek Above For 

Making It  
All Happen 
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SEA RESCUE OFF CYPRUS 47 YEARS AGO 
 
These are my lockdown recollections of a search and rescue incident which took place 
from Akrotiri  on January 28th 1974, which I thought might be of interest to ex     
Whirlwind types and to those who worked in and on less venerable equipment. 
 
The duty SAR crew on that day were Tim Wood as aircraft captain, Garry Cooper as 
navigator/winch operator and myself as winchman. The standby aircraft was XJ437. 
84’s CO at the time was Squadron Leader George Puddy a lovely man and a great,  
supportive Boss.  
 
We had done an hour’s training flight and were back at 84 with 437 refuelled and ready 
to go again, when the scramble bell sounded.  Tim went out to start the aircraft whilst 
Garry took the message on the Ops Room phone.  I waited with Garry to see if any kit 
other than what was already onboard might be needed.  The message was that a Cessna 
light aircraft had suffered major problems, sent out a Mayday call, then ditched in the 
sea.  The Cessna was flying from Nicosia to Beirut with a Lebanese married couple 
and a German married couple onboard.  On receipt of the ‘Mayday’ a Nimrod of 203 
Squadron based in Malta had been diverted from patrol and sent to the area to locate 
the survivors and co-ordinate the rescue. 
 
By the time we were airborne the Nimrod crew had located the four survivors in the 
water, although the Cessna was by then at the bottom of the Med.  The location of the 
incident was Southeast of Cape Greco, almost at the limit of our operational range, so it 

was decided that we should top up our fuel at the Army’s helipad at Dhekelia on the 
way. This was quickly done and we set off again with a full fuel load. 

When we arrived on scene a Lebanese helicopter had already winched one of the  
women aboard and was in process of lifting the second one.  We stood off at a safe  

distance while they attempted to lift a third person.  This however was not proving to 
be straightforward as the winchman was not getting close enough to secure the         
survivor.  I must add that this was no reflection on the competence of the Lebanese 

crew.  It must be a monumental test of physical and mental dexterity to keep a          
helicopter in the hover, whilst at the same time trying to get your winchman close to 
the survivor; the survivor of course being in the water out of sight beneath and behind 
the pilot! It was great airmanship to have already lifted two people. 

After we had been spectators at the ongoing rescue attempt for some minutes, Tim   

informed the Nimrod that we had about 10 to 15 minutes endurance before shortage of 
fuel would require us to head back to land.  If the Lebanese aircraft was similarly 
placed it was possible that the unthinkable could happen, and the two male survivors 

could be left bobbing about in the sea, with no helicopters around!  The Nimrod’s  
skipper then asked how long it would take us to winch the two remaining survivors, to 
which Tim replied ‘About two or three minutes’ No pressure there then!! The Lebanese 

crew were cleared to leave the scene and duly headed off back to Beirut whilst we took 
over the rescue and picked up the two men.  This was a much more straightforward 
task with a crew of three and no face was lost!  
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With the two of them safely aboard our Whirlwind we were instructed to bring them 
back to Cyprus.  On the way we were able to tell them that their wives had been safely 
landed in Beirut.  We landed at Dhekelia again, disembarked our soggy passengers, 
shared handshakes all round, then returned to Akrotiri, happy with the day’s work and 
its successful outcome. 
 
John Clift  (84 Squadron 1971 – 1974) 

Just for interest.  XJ 437 is still in Cyprus, she is submerged beneath the waves at 

Rikkos Beach, Pafos and is used for sub aqua training. Or was? 

 

 

Bear on the roof 

 
A homeowner in Alberta wakes up one morning to find a bear on her roof. 

 
She looks in the yellow pages and finds an ad for "Alberta Bear Remover." So she calls 

the number and a man says he'll be over in 30 minutes. 

 
The bear remover arrives and gets out of his van.  He's got a ladder, a baseball bat,  

12-gauge shotgun and a mean looking pit bull dog. 
 

"What are you going to do?" the homeowner asks. 
 

"I'm going to put this ladder up against the roof.  Then I'm going to go up and I'll knock 

the bear off the roof with this baseball bat.  When the bear falls off the roof, the pit bull 
is trained to grab his testicles and not let go.  The bear will become subdued enough for 

me to put him in the cage in the back of the van." 
 

Then he hands the shotgun to the homeowner. 
 

"What's the shotgun for?" asks the homeowner. 

 
"If the bear knocks me off the roof, shoot the dog."  

 

Brendan 
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The Hart of a Scorpion (Part 2) 
By Kev Graham 

 
2020 was a difficult year for all of us. For the most part, it stopped us from doing the 
things we normally did. This was, also, true for the restoration work being carried out 
on Puma HC1 XW208. I did manage to make some progress, but lockdowns and      
restrictions made it painfully slow at times. 
 
In July, a Port U/C Sponson was donated to us by Simon Barton, a carpet fitter from 

Didcot who has quite a few spares in his home and garage.  I think his original plan 

was to build a Puma in his back garden, but his wife seems to have put paid to that 

idea.  The sponson was brand new.  It had never been fitted to an aircraft. It was still in 

the original primer colour.  As it was new, it had never been modified so, once I had 

painted it, I had to ‘engineer’ it to fit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In September, I received a phone call from a guy offering to donate some spares.  After 

being postponed several times due to national restrictions, I was finally able to travel to 

a farm just outside of Horsham to look at the spares they had.  I took my ‘wish list’ 

with me.  When the head of the company looked at the list, he decided that it would be 

easiest to just give us an airframe.  On the 1st of October, I rendezvoused with 2 HIABs 

from the local haulage firm we use to transport aircraft at the Askari Aeroparts storage 

facility and took possession of Puma 9l-SLG (with a Main Rotor Gearbox fitted),         

2 tailbooms, a Main Rotor Head, a set of Main Rotor Blades, a Tail Rotor Head & 

Gearbox, and various other items.  
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I immediately set about stripping the new arrival for spares.  At the end of October, I 

was able to fit the Intermediate Gearbox. 

 

After some recovery work, minor     

repairs and painting, I was able to fit the 

Anti-Collision light, the rear position, 

and formation, lights, various fairings 

on the tail, the tail skid and the Tail  

Rotor Gearbox and Head assembly. 
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Sadly, we then went back into lockdown, 
and pretty much all work stopped.  
I go into the museum occasionally to 
carry out security checks, and I try to do 
a bit of work while I’m there.  The South 
Yorkshire Aircraft Museum donated a 
flying control unit to us just before 
Christmas, and I currently have the     
hydraulic pack on the bench waiting to 
be cleaned before I fit it to 208. 
 
As 2021 marks the 50th anniversary of 
the Puma in Royal Air Force service, I 
am hoping to get XW208 looking as 
complete as I can this year. 
 
Hopefully, we will see an end to the   
restrictions very soon, and we can all 
look forward to getting together again. 
 

 

In the meantime, stay safe. 
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The winner of the Royal Air Force photographic competition 2020 has been announced 
 
The people’s choice sponsored by Wex Photo Video, voted by the public was won by 
Cpl Phil Dye of RAF Akrotiri  with his shot “Helping Hand”.  An 84 Sqd Winchman  
reaching out whilst hanging beneath a Griffin helicopter.  (Brilliant well done). 

TOMMY STEEL WAS ERE 

Flt Sgt Dan “Seabass”Whittington.  He is 
currently at RAF Shawbury undertaking 
the Qualified Helicopter Crewman    
Instructor (QHCI) course before        
returning to unit at the end of this month.  
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HISTORY IN ACTION 
 
During September our     
Chairman Paul and his wife 
Dorothy, embarked on a tour 
of Scotland in their classic car.   
 
On the way they called in at 
Aeroventure, Doncaster, Paul 
was invited to climb aboard 
and sit in the pilots seat of a 
real helicopter, our very own 
XP345.  Look how much he 
enjoyed it. 
 
This last year 345 has been 
sporting a sand filter on her 
nose to give photographers and 
artists the chance to see what 
she would have looked like in 
the desert etc.  She has now 
reverted back to her normal 
nose covering in line with   
Corona Virus 19 rules etc? 
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FORWARDED BY THE PRESIDENT 
Brendan from OC Sharp End! 

Merry Christmas 
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A REFLECTION 
 

I have been in many places, but I’ve never been in KAHOOTS, apparently you have to 
be in KAHOOTS with someone? 
 
I have never been in COGNITO, I hear no one recognises you there? 
 
I have never stayed in SANE.  They don’t have an airport there, you have to be driven 
there.  I have made several trips there, thanks to my children, friends, family and work. 
 
I would like to go to CONCLUSIONS, but you have to jump and I am not very good at 
physical activity anymore. 
 
I have also been in DOUBT.  That is a sad place to go and I try not to visit it. 
 
I’ve been to Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm! 
 
Sometimes I am in CAPABLE, and I go there more often as I getting older. 
 
One of my favourite places to be is in SUSPENSE, it really gets the adrenaline flowing 
and pumps up the old heart rate.  At my age I need all the stimulus I can get.  
 
I may have been in CONTINENT, but I don’t remember what country I was in.  It is 
an age thing they tell me and it’s very wet and damp down there. 
 
AND LIFE GOES ON! 
 
Brendan 

 Little Johnny 
 

The teacher asked the class to use the word 'fascinate' in a sentence.  Molly put up her hand 
and said, 'My family went to my granddad's farm and we all saw his pet sheep.                         
It was fascinating.' 
 
The teacher said, 'That was good, but I wanted you to use the word fascinate, not fascinating'. 
 
Sally raised her hand. She said, 'My family went to see Rock City and I was fascinated.' 
 
The teacher said, 'Well, that was good Sally, but I wanted you to use the word 'fascinate.' 
 
Little Johnny raised his hand. The teacher hesitated because she had been burned by Little 
Johnny before.  She finally decided there was no way he could damage the word 'fascinate',    
so she called on him for his offering. 
 
Johnny said, 'My aunt Gina has a sweater with ten buttons, but her breasts are so big  
she can only fasin eight.' 
 
The teacher sat down and cried. 
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OBITUARIES 

FAREWELL TO ‘D’ DAY VETERAN  
WHO WAS AWARDED FRANCE’S HIGHEST HONOUR 

 

The RAF Association was sad to learn of the death of Group Captain Ken Parfit 

(96), a D-Day veteran who was awarded France’s highest honour for his           

contribution to the allied invasion of Normandy. 
Soon after being evacuated from his Hertfordshire home to Norfolk during the Battle of 
Britain, Ken took up a place on an engineering and astronomy course at Glasgow    
University. 

While at Glasgow, he joined the University Air Squadron and learnt to fly Tiger 
Moths. After passing the RAF aircrew entry exam, he was selected for training as a 
RAF navigator and was posted to an air navigation school in Canada. 

After training, Ken joined No 61 Squadron, flying in Avro Lancaster bombers. His first 
of many Bomber Command raids was as part of a force of 250  Lancaster’s that 
bombed German troops in the Caen area of France in order to support invading        
Canadian soldiers. 

Ken went on to join the 8 Group Pathfinder Force, whose vital role was to locate and 
mark out targets for the main bomber fleet. He took part in 29 missions, flying his last 
operation in April 1945 when he was just 21. 

Ken’s RAF career continued after the war, as he became Commanding Officer of No 
84 Squadron in Aden, Yemen, which flew Beverley heavy-lift transport aircraft. A few 
years later, he was the Commanding Officer of No 30 Squadron at RAF Fairford, 
which flew Hercules C130 transport aircraft. 

In 1974, he became Station Commander at RAF Episkopi, Cyprus, and had only been 
there for a few weeks when Turkey invaded the island in response to an attempt to   
annex it to Greece. Ken helped with arranging support for  refugees, and with the     
repatriation of families to the UK. 

Ken was then posted to Ankara, Turkey, and served as the Plans and Policy Officer for 
the Central Treaty Organisation, which was intended to counter the threat of Soviet  
expansion into Middle East oil-producing regions. 

On leaving the RAF in 1977, Ken worked for British Aerospace in Saudi Arabia until 
his retirement. 

He and his wife, Margaret, moved to Dursley in 2011, where he became a member of 
the RAF Association’s Dursley and South Gloucester Branch. 

In 2015, Ken was awarded the Légion d’honneur by the French Government for his 
role in the D-Day bombing raids in June 1944 in support of allied ground forces. 
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CPL. JOHN SAXEY-SANTILLO  

AIR WIRELESS FITTER 1953-54  

We are sorry to report the passing of John on the 7th August aged 87 years after a 
short illness.  He served with the squadron in the Suez Canal Zone during the squad-
ron’s transport period working on the Vickers Valetta.  He was a well liked gentle per-
son who got on well with his many comrades.  I remember him as one of the privi-
leged few who had their own room in the squadron billet (rare in those days) where he 
pursued his interest in photography being able to do his own developing and printing             
undisturbed.  On leaving the RAF John worked with  Hunting Clan, as a servicing    
engineer, with B.E.A. Aeronautics as radio inspector and as a Standards Engineer with 
British Airways before his retirement.  Many members will remember John’s wife  
Helen who always joined him at our reunions before ill health prevented them from 
attending regularly.  Sadly Helen predeceased John in January.  Our condolences have 
been extended to their son Paul and the rest of their family.  

Brendan  

I’ve just been informed by his son that Tom Thompson, an LAC  armourer with 84 
Squadron during WW2, passed away in his sleep last night at the age of 100. 
  
Tom isn’t on my records as an Association member but he did purchase 2 of the    
Centenary coins through the Facebook page recently, so he knew of our existence.. 
Unfortunately, all of the old records were destroyed by my predecessor in the spirit of 
complying with GDPR. 

Brian 
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Shackleton’s The World Over 

You are old Father Shackleton, 
The young Nimrod said 
But the hardy old Shack 
Just shook his wise head. 

... 
"You'll have to get some in, lad, 

O'er land and o'er sea, 
And get barnacles on your belly, 
When you're flying low like me. 
I'll tell you something else, lad, 

(And this is not a tale - ) 
The Shackleton is the only plane, 
Whose crew can harpoon a whale. 

A Russki sub to the Kremlin 
Sent an urgent SOS; 

'If these Shackletons come lower, 
They'll be drinking in our mess'. 

Seaweed on the wing tips, 
The radome salty and white, 

Props churning up the wave tops, 
A real pilot's delight. 

No smelly stinking paraffin, 
And howling, yelling jets, 

We may not have fancy trimmings, 
But on us you can place your bets. 

Your Father was a Comet, 
That I can't deny, 

But my Dad was a Lancaster, 
Who helped to free the sky. 

So next time you come in, lad, 
And enter up your log, 

Remember that compared to me, 
You're just a blinking sprog!" 
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A Bit Of Help Required Please: 
 
One of our members is trying to help locate information about the following incident.  
This page is taken from RAF Leconfield FB page 

 
With the help of Karen Hobbs and Peter Fall a little update….1: Sqn Ldr Phil Taylor 
OC 202 Squadron, 2: Captain John Balser (Canadian Armed Forces), 3: Master      
Navigator Brian Sterland, 4: SACW Linda Hamill. If anyone has any information on 
Flight Sergeant Charles Peter Ford, Winchman (we know he’s now in St Catherine’s 
church Leconfield) Peter Ford, from Llandudno in North Wales had been based at    
Leconfield for about two years with his wife and three children who had lived on    
Burden road in the Swinemoor area of Beverley.. Note: Whirlwind XL112 which was 
the aircraft in question on 20 November 1970. 
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Here’s hoping for a Vaccine in 2021 


